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P   R  E   F   A  C  £. 

AT  a  period  when  War  was  fpreading  delbla- 
tioa  over  the  faireft,  parts  of  Europe,  when 
anarchy  feemed  to  be  extending  its  frightful  pr o- 
grefs  from  nation  to  nation,  and  when  the  rtorms 
that  were   gathering   over  his  native  Country 
*  in  particular,   rendered  it  impoflible  to  fay 
how  foon  any  one  of  its  inhabitants  might  be 
forced  to  feek  for  refuge  in  a  foreign  land ;  the 
Author  of  the  following  pages  was  induced  to 
crofs  the  Atlantic,  for  the  purpofe  of  examin- 
ing with  his  own   eyes  into  the  truth  of  the 
various  accounts  which  had  been  given  of  the 
flourifliing  and  happy  condition  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  of  afcertaining  whether, 
in  cafe  of  future  emergency,  any  part  of  thofe 
territories  might  be  looked  forward  to,  as  an 
eligible  and  agreeable  place  of  abode.     Arrived 
in  America,  he  travelled  pretty  generally  through 
the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  New  Jerfcy,  and  New  York ;  he  af- 
terwards pafTed  into  the  Canadas,   defirous  of 
obtaining  equal  information  as  to  the  ftate  of 
thofe  provinces,    and  of  determining  from  his 
own  immediate  obfervations,  how  far  the  pre- 
fent  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh 
dominions   in  America  might  be  inferior,  or 
other  wife,  to  that  of  the  people  of  the  States, 
who  had  now  indeed  thrown  off  the  yoke,  but 
were  formerly  common  members  of  the  fame 
cxtenfivc  empire. 

•  Ireland 

A  2  Wheu 


IV 


PREFACE. 


When  abroad,  he  had  not  the  moft  didant 
intention  of  publifliing  his  travels  ;  but  finding 
on  his  return  home,  that  much  of  the  matter 
contained  in  the  following  letters  was  quite 
new.  to  his  friends,  and  being  induced  to  think 
that  it  might  prove  equally  new,  and  not  wholly 
unacceptable  to  the  Public,  he  came  to  the  re- 
folution  of  committing  them  to  print :  accord- 
ingly the  prefent  volume  *  is  now  offered  to  the 
world,  in  an  humble  hope,  that  if  not  enter- 
taining to  all  readers,  it  will  at  Icaft  be  fo  to 
fome,  as  well  as  ufeful  to  future  travellers. 


u  . 


If  it  (hall  appear  to  any  one,  that  he  has 
fpoken  with  too  much  afperity  of  American 
men  and  American  manners,  the  Author  begs 
that  fuch  language  may  not  be  afcribed  to  hafty 
prejudice,  and  a  blind  partiality  for  every  thing 
that  is  European.  He  crofled  the  Atlantic 
ftrongly  prepoflefled  in  favour  of  the  People 
and  the  Country,  which  he  was  about  to  vifit ; 
and  if  he  returned  with  fentiments  of  a  dif- 
ferent tendency,  they  refulted  folely  from  a  cool 
and  difpaflionate  obfervation  of  what  chance 
prefented  to  his  view  when  abroad. 

An  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  the  beauties  of 
Nature,  the  fcenery  of  the  countries  through 
which  he  paffed  did  hot  fail  to  attract  a  great 
part  of  his  attention  j  and  intcrfperfed  through 
the  book  will  be  found  views  of  what  he  thought 
would  be  moft  interefting  to  his  readers :  they 
are  what  he  himfelf  iketched  upon  the  fpot,  that 
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*  The  firll  edition  was  printed  in  one  quarto  volume. 
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PREFACE.  V 

of  Mount  Vernon,  the  Scat  of  General  Wash- 
ington, indeed,  excepted,  for  which  he  is  in- 
debted to  an  ingenious  friend  that  he  met  in 
America,  and  the  View  of  Bethlehem.  He  has 
many  more  views  in  his  pofleflion ;  but  he 
thought  it  better  to  furnidvhis  Publifher  with  a 
few  only,  in  hopes  that  the  engraving  from 
them  would  be  well  executed,  rather  than  with 
a  great  many,  which,  had  they  been  given, 
muft  either  have  been  in  a  llyle  unworthy  of  the 
Public  eye,  or  clfe  have  fwelled  the  price  of  the 
I'olume  beyond  the  reach  of  many  that  may 
now  read  it.  Of  the  refemblance  which  thefc 
views  bear  to  their  refpective  archetypes,  thofe 
alone  can  be  judges,  who  have  been  fpedtators  of 
the  original  fcenes.  With  regard  to  the  Cata- 
radt  of  Niagara,  however,  it.  mufl  be  obferved, 
that  in  views  on  fo  fmall  a  fcaie,  no  one  muft 
expect  to  find  a  lively  reprefentation  of  its  won- 
derful and  terrific  vaftnefs,  even  were  they  ex- 
ecuted by  artifts  of  far  fuperior  merit ;  the  in- 
ferting  of  the  three  in  the  prci*  nt  work  is  done 
merely  in  the  hope  that  they  may  help,  toge- 
ther with  the  ground  plan  of  the  precipice,  if 
it  may  be  fo  called,  to  give  a  general  idea  of 
the  pofition  and  appearance  of  that  ilupendous 
Cataradt.  Thofe  who  are  defirous  of  becoming: 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  it,  will  foon  be 
gratified,  at  leaft  fo  he  has  been  given  to  under- 
hand by  the  artift  in  whofe  hands  they  at  pre- 
fent  are,  with  a  fet  of  views  from  the  mafterly 
pencil  of  Captain  Fiiher,  of  the  Royal  Britirfi 
Artillery,  which  are  allowed  by  all  thofe  who 
have  vifited  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  to  convey  a 
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jiiore   perfect   idea  of  that  wonderful  natural 
curiofity,  than  ^ny  paintjngs  or  engravings  ^hat 


y  X  ■  >  i. 


are  extant. 

.      1    ^  M  U  I  O  7    oT 
Finally,   before  the  Reader  proceeds   to 

the  perufal  of  the  enfuing  pages,   the  Author 

will  juft  beg  leave  to  apprize  him,   that  they 

are  the  produdion  of  a  very  youthful  pen,  un- 

accuftomed  to  write  a  great  deal,  far  lefs  to  write 

for  the  prefs.     It  is  now  for  the  firft  time  that 

one   of  its  productions  is  ventured  p  be  laid 

before    the  Public   eye.     As   a   firft  attempt, 

therefore,  it  is  humbly  hoped  that  the  prefent 

work  may  meet  with  a   generous  indulgence 

and  not  be  too  feverely  criticifed  on  account  of 

its  numerous  impcrfedlions.  -^-svA--^. «. j\nu\\«'?\ 

r  ?'^r,f|     •    '  ~        .  Vint)    .'\\  \^ 

.U     JI   M  T  T  H  ,1 

Dublin,       vA^x.q  \-  v5-...iVV'— .^^^''^  v'C.-j:^>*^C\, 


30th  December,  1 79S. 
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LETTER    I. 

Arrival  on  the  Coaft  of  America, — Threes  the 

Jirft  ObjeSl  vifible.—DcJ'cription  of  the  Bay 

and  River  of  Delaware. — Pujjengers  bound 

for  Philadelphia  not  fuffered  to  land  till  ex^ 

amined  by  the  Health  Officers, — Arrival  at 

Philadelphia. — Poor  Appearance  of  the  City 

from    the  Water, — Plan    of   the    City. — 

tVhatfs. — Public  and  private  Buildings.—^ 

Some  Account  of  the  Hofpital^  and  of  the  GaoL 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 


Philadelphia,  November,  1795. 


OUR  paflage  acrofs  the  Atlantic  was  dif- 
agreeable  in  the  extreme.  The  wea- 
ther for  the  muft  part  was  bad,  and  calms 
and  heavy  adverfe  gales  (o  frequently  retarded 
our  progrcfs  to  the  wcftward,  that  it  was 
not  until  the  fifty-ninth  day  from  that  on 
which  we  left  Ireland,  that  wedifcovcred  the 
American  coaft.  I  (hall  not  attempt  to  dc- 
fcribe  tlie  joy  which  the  fight  of  land,  a  fight 
^,.VoL.  I.  ii  that 


a 


TRAVELS  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA: 

that  at  once  relieved  the  eye  from  the  unin- 
terefting  and  wearifome  view  of  fky  and  water, 
and  that  afforded  to  each  individual  a  fpeedy 
profpedl  of  delivery  from  the  narrow  confines 
of  a  fmall  trading  velTel,  difFufed  amongft  the 
paflengers.  YoUj  who  have  yourfelf  made 
a  long  voyage,  can  be  ft  imagine  what  it  muft 
have  been. 

The  firft  objeds  which  meet  the  eye  on 
approaching  the  American  coaft,  fouth  of 
New  York,  are  the  tops  of  trees,  with  which 
the  fliore  is  thickly  covered  to  the  very  edge 
of  the  water.  Thefe,  at  a  diftance,  have  the 
appearance  of  fniall  iilandsj  but  as  you  draw 
nearer  thev  are  (ccn  to  unite;   and  the  tall 

ml 

foreft  rifing  gradually  out  of  the  ocean,  at  la(t 
prefents  itfelf  in  all  its  majefty  to  your  view. 
The  land  which  we  made  was  fituated  Very 
near  to  the  bay  of  Delaware,  and  before  noon 
we  paired  between  the  capes  Henlopen  and 
May,  which  guard  the  entrance  of  the  bay. 
The  capes  arc  only  eighteen  miles  apart,  but 
within  them  the  bay  expands  to  the  breadth 
of  thirty  miles.  It  afterwards  becomes  gra- 
dually narrower,  until  it  is  loft  in  the  river 
of  the  fame  naiiK,  at  Bombay  Hook,  (even 
leagues  dillant  from  the  Atlantic.  The  river 
Delaware,  at  this  place,  is  about  fix  miles 
wide  }  at  Ueeily  IlLind,  twenty  miles  higher 
up,  it  is  three  miks  wide;  and  at  Philadelphia, 
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one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  fea, 
one  mile  wide. 

The  (hores  of  the  bay  and  of  the  river  De- 
laware, for  a  very  confiderable  diftance  up- 
wards, are  low ;  and  they  are  covered,  like 
the  confl:,  vith  one  vaft  foreft,  excepting 
merely  in  a  ew  places,  where  extenlive  mar- 
fhes  intervene.  Nothing,  however,  could  be 
more  pleafing  than  the  views  with  which  we 
were  entertained  as  we  failed  up  to  Philadel- 
phia. The  trees  had  not  yet  quite  loft  their 
foliage,  and  the  rich  red  and  yellow  tints  which 
autumn  had  fuffufed  over  the  leaves  of  the 
oaks  and  poplars  appeared  beautifully  blended 
with  the  fombre  green  of  the  lofty  pines ; 
whilft  the  river,  winding  flowly  and  fmoothly 
along  under  the  banks,  refledled  in  its  glally 
furfdce  the  varied  colours  of  the  ohjeds  on 
ihorc,  as  well  as  the  images  of  multitudes 
of  velTcls  of  various  (izes,  which,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach,  were  feen  gliding  filently 
along  with  the  tide.  As  you  approach  to- 
wards Philadelphia  the  banks  of  the  river  be- 
come more  elevated  j  and  on  the  left  hand 
iidc,  where  they  arc  much  cleared,  thev  iirc 
interfpcrfcd  with  numbcrlcfs neat  farm-houks, 
with  villages  and  towns  j  and  are  in  Ibmc 
parts  cultivated  down  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
water.  The  New  Jtrlly  fhorc,  on  the  right 
'tiH<jrj!.  1  .  i      I  .,     B  2       <  hand 
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hand  fide,  remains  thickly  wooded,  even  as  far 
as  the  city.  '"  ''' V  ^  "'V'^^^  ''^  •^^''^^• 
Veflt!.  very  commonly  afcend  to  Philadel- 
phia, when  the  wind  is  favourable,  in  twenty- 
four  hours;  but  unfortunately,  as  our  (hip  en- 
tered the  river,  the  wind  died  away,  and  (he 
had  to  depend  folcly  upon  the  tide,  which 
flows  at  the  rate  of  about  three  miles  only  in 
the  hour.  Finding  that  the  pafl'age  up  to  the 
city  was  likely  therefore  to  become  tedious, 
I  would,  fain  have  gone  on  (hore  far  below  it; 
but  this  the  captain  would  not  permit  me  to 
do.  By  the  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  enadled  in 
confequence  of  the  dreadful  peftilence  which 
raged  in  the  capital  in  the  year  1793,  the 
mader  of  any  veflel  bound  for  that  port  is  made 
fubje€t  to  a  very  heavy  fine,  if  he  fuflfers  any 
perfon  from  on  board  her,  whether  mariner  or 
paflenger,  to  go  on  fliore  in  any  part  of  the 
llate,  before  his  velfcl  is  examined  by  the 
health  officer:  and  any  perfon  that  goes  on 
Ihorc,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  mafter  of  the 
vellel,  is  liable  to  be  imprifoned  for  a  confi- 
derable  length  of  time.  In  cafe  the  exiftence 
of  this  law  fhould  not  be  known  on  board  a 
veffel  bound  for  a  port  in  Pennfylvania,  it  is 
the  bufinefs  of  the  pilot  to  furnifh  the  mafier 
and  the  pafl'engers  on  board  with  copies  of  it, 
with  which  he  always  comes  provided.     The 
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heahh  officer,  who  is  a  regular  bred  phyfician, 
refides   at  Mifflin  Fort,  four  miles  below  the 
city,  where  there  is  a  fmall  girrifon  kept.     A 
boat  is  alvvava  fent  on  iliorc  for  him  from  the 
Ihlp.     After  having  been  tofTed  about  on  the 
ocean  for  nine  weeks  nearly,  nothing  could  be 
more  tantalizing  than  to  be  kept  thus  clofe  to 
the  fhore  without  being  permitted  to  land.     ■ 
Phikdelphia,  as  you  approach  by  the  river, 
is  not  (ecn  farther  off  than  three  miles,  a  point 
of  land  covered  with  trees  concealing  it  from 
the  view.     On  weathering  this  point  it  fud-r 
denly  opens  upon  you,  and  at  that  diflance 
it  looks  extremely  well;  but  on  a  nearer  ap- 
proach,  the  city  makes  a  poor  appearance,  as 
nothiiv.;;  is  vilible  from  the  water  but  confufed 
heaps  of  wooden   florelioufes,  crowde.l  upon 
each  other,  the  chief  of  which  are  built  upon 
platforms   of  artificial   ground,   and  wharfs 
which  projed  a  confiderable  way  into  the  river. 
The  wharfs  are  of  a  re^ftangular  form,  and 
built  of  wood;  they  jut  out  in  every  dircdlion, 
and  are  well  adapted  for  the  accommodatioa 
of  fliipping,  the  largcft  tnerchant  vcfTcls  being 
able  to  lie  clofe  alongfidc  them.    Behind  thefe 
wharfs,  and  parallel  to  the  river,  runs  Water- 
ftreet.     This  is  the  firft  ftrcet  which  you  ufu- 
ally  enter  after  landing,  and  it  does  not  fcrve 
to  give  a  ftranger  a  very  favourable  opinion 
cithpr  of  the  ncatnefs  or  commodioufnefs  of 
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the  public  ways  of  Philadelpliia.  It  is  no 
more  than  thirty  feet  wide  ;  and  immediately 
behind  the  houfes,  which  ftand  on  the  fide  far- 
theft  from  tlie  water,  a  high  bank,  fuppofed 
to  be  the  old  bank  of  tl:e  river,  rifes,  which 
renders  the  air  very  confined.  Added  to  this, 
fuch  ftcnches  at  times  prevail  in  it,  owing  in 
nirt  to  the  quantity  of  tilth  and  dirt  that  is 
fuffeicd  to  remain  on  the  pavement,  and  in 
part  to  what  is  depofited  in  vvalle  houfes,  of 
which  there  are  feveral  in  the  llrcet,  that  it  is 
really  dreadful  to  pnfs  through  it.  It  was  here 
that  the  malignant  yellow  fever  broke  out  in 
the  year  1793;  vvhich  made  fuch  terrible  ra- 
vages ;  and  in  the  funimer  I'ciifon,  in  general, 
the  ftreet  is  found  extrctvicly  unhealthy.  That 
the  iidiabitants,  after  fuffcrinf^  lb  much  froni 
the  ficknefs  that  orii^inatcxl  in  it,  fhould  re- 
main  thus  inatf-cntivc  to  the  cleanlintls  of 
Watei-flreet  is  truly  furprlfi ng;  more  efpc- 
cially  fo,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  ftrects 
in  the  other  part^  of  the  town  i\ve  as  nmch 
diftinguilhed  for  the  neatnefs  that  prevails 
throughout  them,  as  this  one  is  for  its  dirty 
condition. 

On  the  level  plot  of  ground  on  the  top  of 
the  bank  which  rifes  behind  Water-ftreet,  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  was  originally  laid  out, 
and  it  was  intended  by  the  founder  that  no 
houfes  Ihould  have  been  erected  at  the  bottom 

J^^4  i~      >'  01 


it. 
1 


an 

war( 

to  t{ 

the 

boui 

be 

the 


regi 
terfc 
to  tl 

one  I 

eigl 

pave 


IS  no 
liatcly 
ie  far- 
)poied 
which 

0  this, 
Ing  in 
that  is 
and  ill 
lies,  of 
lat  it  is 
as  here 

1  out  in 
ible  ra- 
ireneral, 
''.    That 
:h  from 
)uLl  re- 
intfs   of 
;e  efpc- 
e  ftrects 
is  much 

prevail 
Its  dirty 

le  top  of 
:reet,  the 
laid  out, 
that  no 
le  bottom 
of 


PHILADELPHIA.  f 

of  it  J  however,  as  there  was  no  pofitive  law 
to  this  efFed:,  the  convenience  of  the  fituation 
foon  tempted  numbers  to  build  there,  and  they 
are  now  encroaching,  annually,  on  the  river, 
by    throwing    wharfs    farther   out    into    the 
ftream.     In  another  refpect  alfo  the  original 
plan  of  the  city  was  not  adhered  to.     The 
ground  allotted  for  it  was  in  ihe  form  of  an 
oblong  fquare,  two  miles  in  length,  reaching 
from  the  river  Schuylkill  to  the  Delaware,  iind 
one  mile  in  breadth.   Purfuant  to  this  fcheme, 
the  houfes  were  begun  on  the  Delaware  fide ; 
but  inftead  of  having  been  carried  on  towards 
the  Schuylkill,  the  current  of  building  has  kept 
entirely  on  one  fide.      The  houfes  extend  for 
two  miles  nearly  along  the  Delaware,  but,  on 
an  average,  not  more  than  half  a  mile   to- 
wards the  Schuylkill :  this  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  one  river  over 
the  other.     All  the  houfes  built  beyond  the 
boundary  line  of  the  oblong  fquare  are  faid  to 
be  in  the  **  Liberties,"  as  the  jurifdidion  of 
the  corporation  does  not  extend  to  that  part 
of  the  town.     Here  the  ftrects  are  very  ir- 
regularly built  J  but  in  the  city  they  all  in- 
terfed  each  other  at  right  angles,  according 
to  the  original  plan.     The  principal  flreet  is 
one  hundred  feet  wide  -,  the  others  vary  from 
eighty  to  fifty.     They  are  all  tolerably  well 
paved  with  pebble  floncs  in  the  middle  j  and 
r    LI  B  4  on 
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on  each  fide,  for  the  convenience  of  paflen- 
gers,  there  is  a  footway  paved  with  red  hrick. 

The  houfes  within  the  limits  of  the  city  are 
for  the  moft  part  built  of  brick  -,  a  few,  and 
a  few  only,  are  of  wood.     iafc>  ^.smm-iy^y    •' 

In  the  old  parts  of  the  town  they  are  in 
general  fmall,  heavy,  and  inconvenient ;  but 
amongft  thofe  which  have  been  lately  eredled, 
many  are  to  be  found  that  are  light,  airy,  and 
commodious.  In  the  whole  city,  however, 
there  are  only  two  or  three  houfes  that  parti- 
cularly attrad:!:  the  attention,  on  account  of 
their  lize  and  archited  ure,  and  but  little  beauty 
is  obfervable  in  the  defigns  of  any  of  thefe. 
The  moll:  fpacious  and  the  moll  remarkable 
one  amongft  them  itands  in  Chtfnut-ftreet, 
but  it  is  not  yet  quite  finilhed.  At  prellnt 
it  appears  a  huge  mafs  of  red  brick  and  pa^e 
blue  marble,  which  bids  defiance  to  fimplicity 
and  elegance.  This  fuperb  manfion,  according 
to  report,  has  already  coft  upwards  of  fifty 
thoiifand  guineas,  and  ftands  as  a  monument 
of  the  increafing  luxury  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia.    J-.''n^'i-f|  "J"'' if*  .s.jj?u»  ,'iJj-<r-'i  '. 

As  for  the  public  buildings,  they  are  all 
heavy  taftelefs  piles  of  red  brick,  ornamented 
with  the  fame  fort  of  blue  marble  as  that  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  which  but  ill  accord 
together,  unlefs  indeed  we  except  the  new 
Pank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prefby- 

teriai^ 
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terian  church  in  High-ftreet.  The  latter 
building  if  ;namented  with  a  handfome  por- 
tico li.  iront.  fupported  by  fix  pillars  in  the 
Corinthian  order ;  but  it  is  feen  to  great  difad- 
vantage  on  account  of  the  market  houfe,  which 
occupies  the  center  of  the  ftreet  before  it.  The 
buildings  next  to  thefe,  that  are  moft  dcferving 
of  notice,  are  the  State  Houfe,  the  Prelident's 
Houfc,  the  Hofpital,  the  Bettering  Houfe,  and 
the  Gaol,  ,.'ii  ^=.o:u/. .,:;r;i  m  ..;s;.;h  -  i-A'  ;  ; 
The  State  Houfe  is  fituated  in  Chefnut- 
flreetj  and,  confidcring  that  no  more  than 
^tty-thrce  years  elapfed  from  the  time  the 
firft  cabin  was  built  on  the  fpot  marked  out 
for  the  city,  until  it  was  eredled,  the  archi- 
tedure  calls  forth  both  our  furprife  and  ad- 
miration. The  State  Houfc  is  appropriated 
to  the  ufe  of  the  legiflative  bodies  of  the  ftate. 
Attached  to  this  edifice  are  the  congrefs  and 
the  city-halls.  In  the  former,  the  congrefs 
of  the  United  States  meets  to  tranlad:  bu- 
finefs.  The  room  allotted  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  lower  houfe  is  about  {ixty  feet 
jn  length,  and  fitted  up  in  the  plained  manner. 
At  one  end  of  it  is  a  gallery,  open  to  every 
perfon  that  chufes  to  enter  it ;  the  fi:air-cafe 
leading  to  which  runs  direcStly  from  the  pub- 
lic ftreet.  The  fenate  chamber  is  in  the 
flory  above  this,  and  it  is  furnhhcd  and  fitted 
up  in  a  much  fuperior  ftyle  to  that  of  the 
r  lower 
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lower  houfc.  In  the  city-hall  the  courts  of 
jnftice  arc  htkl,  tjie  fuprtme  court  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  that  of  the  flate  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  thofe  of  the  city.  u  .rt 
•  The  prefident's  houfe,  as  it  is  called,  was 
eredted  for  the  reildeuce  of  the  prefident,  before 
the  removal  of  the  feat  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment from  Philadelphia  was  agitated.  The 
original  plan  of  this  building  was  drawn  by  a 
private  gentleman,  reiideat  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Philadelphia,  and  was  podefled,  it  is 
faid,  of  no  fmall  (hare  cf  merit;  but  the  com- 
mittee of  citizens,  that  v/as  appointed  to  lake 
the  plan  into  conuderation,  and  to  dired:  the 
building,  conceiving  that  it  could  be  im- 
proved upon,  reverfed  the  pofitions  of  the  up- 
per and  lower  ftories,  placing  the  latter  at  top, 
fo  that  the  pilafters,  with  which  it  is  orna- 
mented, appear  fufpended  in  the  air.  The 
committee  alfo  contrived,  that  the  windows  of 
the  principal  apartments,  inflead  of  opening 
into  a  fpacious  area  in  front  of  the  houfe,  as 
was  deligned  at  firft,  fhould  face  towards  the 
confined  back  yards  of  the  adjoining  houfes. 
This  building  is  not  yet  finiflied,  and  as  the 
removal  of  the  feat  of  government  to  the  fe- 
deral city  of  Wafhington  is  fo  (hortly  to  take 
place,  it  is  moid  probable  ths^t  it  will  never 
be  occupied  by  the  prefident.  To  what  pur- 
pofe  it  will  be  now  applied  is  yet  undeter^ 
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mined.  Some  imagine,  that  it  will  he  con- 
verted into  a  citv  hotel;  others,  that  it  will  be 
dertined  for  the  refidence  of  tiie  governor  of 
the  ftate.  For  the  latter  parpoCe,  it  would  bo 
unfit  in  the  extreme,  the  lalary  of  the  governor 
being  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  would  not  en- 
able him  to  keep  up  an  e(l:ahli(hmcnt  fuitable 
to  a  dwelling  of  one-fourth  part  the  fize 
of  it.  '  ^'''     •    '"  •    "     -  '•■ 

The  hofpital,  for  its  airinefs,  for  its  conve- 
nient accommodation  for  the  Tick  and  infirm, 
and  for  the  neatnefs  exhibited  throughout 
every  part  of  it,  cannot  be  furoalfed  by  any 
inliitution  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  The 
plan  of  the  building  is  in  the  form  of  the  let- 
ter H.  At  prefent  but  one  v/ing  and  a  part 
of  the  center  are  finidicd;  but  the  reil  of  the 
building  is  in  a  ftate  of  forwardncfs.  It  is  two 
jlorics  high,  and  underneath  the  wliole  are 
cells  for  lunatics.  Perfons  labouring  under 
any  diforder  of  body  or  mind  are  received  into 
this  hofpital,  excepting  fuch  as  have  difeafea 
that  are  contagious,  and  of  a  malignant  na- 
ture ;  fuch  patients,  however,  have  the  advice 
of  the  attending  phyficians  gratis,  and  are  fup- 
plied  with  medicine  from  the  hofpital  dif- 
penlary.  *^ '  ''^:^L'-  .uttn  !•)  .nn,  .rM.)  -, 

The  produdive  flock  of  this  hofpital,  in  tliQ 
year  1793,  was  ei^imated  /J.  17,065  currency; 
befides  which  there  are  eitates  belonging:  to  it 
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that  as  yet  produce  nothing.  The  fame  year, 
the  legiilaturc  granted  £.  10,000  for  enlarging 
the  building,  and  adding  thereto  a  Lying-in 
and  Foundling  hofpital.  The  annual  private 
donations  are  x^ry  confiderable.  Thofe  that 
contribute  a  certain  hun  have  the  power  of 
eledling  the  directors,  who  are  twelve  in  num- 
ber, and  chofen  yearly.  The  diredors  appoint 
fix  of  the  niofl  ilciUul  furgeons  and  pliyficians 
in  the  city  to  attend  ;  there  is  alfo  a  furgeon 
and  apothecary  refidcnt  in  the  houfe.  From 
the  year  17^6,  when  it  was  built,  to  the  year 
i  793  inclulive,  nearly  9,000  patients  were  ad- 
mitted into  this  hofpital,  upwards  of  6,000 
of  whom  were  relieved  or  cured.  The  hof- 
pital ftands  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  but 
it  is  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  removed 
from  any  of  the  other  buildiiigs.  Tbereare 
fpacious  walks  within  the  inclofure  for  fuch 
of  the  patients  as  are  in  a  ftate  of  convalcf- 
cence.  .^  ,..,..•..{  '.,  ,m  ...r*  ,,  .  .a.i.^  r..,.. 
;  The  Bettering  Houfe,  which  is  under  the 
care  of  the  overfeers  of  the  poor,  Hands  in  the 
fan:e  neighbourhood,  fomewhat  farther  re- 
moved from  the  houfes  of  the  city.  It  is  a 
fpacious  building  of  brick,  with  extenfive 
walks  and  gardens.  The  poor  of  the  city  and 
neighbourhood  are  here  furniflicd  with  em- 
ployment, and  comfortably  lodged  and  dieted- 
During  the  feveritycf  tlie  winter  feafon,  many 
A  ,  aged 
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aged  and  reduced  perfons  feek  refuge  I'n  this 
place,  and  leave  it  again  on  the  return  of 
fpring.  Whilft  they  ftay  there,  they  are  un- 
der very  little  reftraint,  and  go  in  and  out  w^hen 
they  pleafe  ;  they  muit,  however,  behave  or- 
derly. This  inltitution  is  Uipported  by  a  tax 
on  the  town.    ^  '^^  ^     ■'  <  '     "'  ^>  '     ' 

The  gaol  is  a  fpaclous  building  of  common 
ftone,one  hundred  feet  in  front.  It  is  fitted 
\ip  with  folitary  cells,  on  the  new  plan,  and 
the  apartments  are  all  arched,  to  prevent  the 
communication  of  fire.  Behind  the  building 
are  extenfive  yards,  which  are  fccured  by  lofty 
walls.  This  gaol  is  better  regulated,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  By  the 
new  penal  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  lately  enadled, 
no  crime  is  punifliable  with  death,  excepting 
murder  of  the  firft  degree,  by  which  is  me.^nt, 
murder  that  is  perpetrated  by  wilful  preme- 
ditated intention,  or  in  attempts  to  commit 
rape,  robbery,  or  the  like.  Every  other  of- 
fence, according  to  its  enormity,  is  punifhed 
by  folitary  imprifonment  of  a  determined  du4 
ration.  Obiedlions  may  be  made  to  this  mode 
of  puni(hment,  as  not  being  fufticiently  fevere 
on  the  individual  to  atone  for  an  atrocious 
crime  i  nor  capable,  becaufe  not  in  Aided  in 
public,  of  deterring  cvil-minded  perfons  in  the 
community  from  the  commifiion  of  offences 
which  incur  the  rigour  of  the  law;  but  on  a 
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clofc  examination,  it  will  be  found  to  be  very 
i'evere  j  and  as  f^ir  as  an  opinion  can  be  formed 
from  tlie  trial  that  has  been  hitherto  made  by 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  it  feems  better  cal- 
culated to  reftrain  the  excelTes  of  the  people 
than  any  other.  If  any  public  puniHiment 
could  ftrike  terror  into  the  lawlefs  part  of  the 
multitude,  it  is  as  likely  that  the  infiidion  of 
death  would  do  it  as  any  whatfoever :  but 
death  is  diverted  of  many  of  his  terrors,  after 
being  often  prelented  to  onr  view;  fo  that 
we  find  in  countries,  for  inrtance  in  England, 
where  it  occurs  often  as  puniOiment,  the  fli- 
lutary  effedlr  ihat  might  be  expected  from  it 
are  in  a  great  meafure  loll:.  The  unfortunate 
wretch,  who  is  doomed  to  forfeit  his  life  in 
expiation  of  the  crimes  he  has  committed  in 
numberleis  inflarccs,  looks  forward  with  ap- 
parent unconcern  to  the  moment  in  which  he 
is  to  Le  launched  into  eternity;  his  compa- 
nions around  him  op^y  condole  with  him,  be- 
cauf'  his  career  of  iniquity  has  fo  fuddenly 
teen  impeded  by  the  courle  of  juflice:  or,  if 
he  is  not  too  much  hardened  in  the  paths  of 
vice,  but  fails  a  prey  to  remorfe,  and  (Ves  all 
the  horrors  of  his  impending  i'ltc,  they  endea- 
\'()UT  to  rally  his  broken  fpirits  by   the  coii- 

follng  rememhnince,  that  the  pangs  he  has  to 
efulure  are  but  the  pangs  of  a.  moment,  which 
they  illiillr.ite  by  the  fpecdy  exit  of  one  whofc 

•'.  '  death 
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death  he  was  perhaps  himfelf  witnefs  to  but 
a  few  weeks  before.  A  month  does  not  pafs 
over  in  England  without  repeated  executions; 
and  there  is  fcarcely  a  vagabond  to  be  met 
with  in  the  country,  who  has  not  leen  a  fellow 
creature  fufpended  from  the  gallows.  We  all 
know  what  httle  good  cited  fuch  fpedtacles 
produce.  But  immured  in  darknefs  and  fo- 
il tuJe,  the  prifoner  fua'ers  pangs  worfe  than 
death  a  hundred  times  in  the  day:  he  is  left 
to  his  own  bitter  retleciiicns ;  there  is  no  one 
thing  to  divert  his  attc'ntion,and  he  endeavours 
in  vain  to  efcape  from  the  horrors  which  con- 
tinually haunt  his  imagination.  In  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation  the  moft  hardened  otteiidcr  is  loon  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  of  rcpcntancv.  ..:.r.  (  ..  .  ' 
But  punilhment  byimprifonment,  according 
to  the  laws  of  Pcnnlylvania,  is  impolbil,  not 
only  as  an  expiation  of  pall:  offences,  and  an 
example  to  the  guilty  part  of  fociety,  but 
for  another  purpofe,  regarded  by  few  penal 
codes  in  the  world,  the  rdonn  of  the  criminal. 
The  rcinjl.itlons  of  the  ij-aol,  are  calculated  to 
promote  this  cfFedt  as  loon  as  pollible,  fo  that 
the  building,  indtcd,  <lefervcs  the  name  of 
a  penitentiary  houfe  more  than  thatof  agiol. 
As  ll)on  as  a  criminal  is  committed  to  the  pri- 
fon  he  is  made  to  wafh ;  his  hai**  is  ihorn,  and 
if  not  decently  clothed,  he  is  furnilhcd  with 
dean  apparel;  then  he  is  thrown  into  a  lb- 
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litary  cell,  about  nine  feet  long  and  four  wide, 
where  he  remains  debarred  from  the  light  of 
every  living  being  excepting  his  gaoler,  whofe 
duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  bare  neceflitit?  of 
his  nature,  but  who  is  forbidden,  on  any  ac- 
count, to  fpeak  to  him  without  there  is  ab- 
folutc  occafion.  If  a  prifoner  is  at  all  refrac- 
tory, or  if  the  offence  for  which  he  is  impri- 
foned  is  of  a  very  atrocious  nature,  he  is  then 
confined  in  a  cell  fecluded  even  from  the  light 
of  heaven.  This  is  the  woril  that  can  be  in- 
fiidted  upon  him. 

The  gaol  is  inl"pe6ted  twice  every  v/ecl  i> ' 
twelve  perfons  appointed  for  that  purpr 
who  are  chofen  annually  from  amongft  tne 
citizens  of  Philadelphi  i.  Nor  is  it  a  difficult 
matter  to  procure  thefe  men,  who  readily  and 
voluntarily  take  it  upon  them  to  go  through 
the  troublefome  fundions  of  the  othce  with- 
out any  fee  or  emolument  whatever.  Thev 
divide  themfelvcs  into  committees;  each  of 
thefe  takes  it  in  turn,  for  a  ftated  period,  to 
vilit  every  part  of  the  prilbn  -,  and  a  report  is 
made  to  the  infpedlors  at  large,  who  meet  to- 
gether at  times  regularly  appointed.  From 
the  report  of  the  committee  an  opinion  is 
ibrmcd  by  the  inlpcdtors,  who,  with  the  con- 
lent  of  the  judges,  regulate  the  n'catment  of 
each  individual  prifoner  during  his  coniiiic- 
n:ient.     This  is  varied  according  to  his  crime, 
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And  according  to  his  fubf^^quent  repentance. 
Solitary  confinement  in  a  dirk  cell  is  looked 
upon  as  the  fevereft  ufage  ;  next,  foiitary  con- 
finement in  a  cell  with  the  admiflion  of  li  jht; 
next,  confinement  in  a  cell  where  th'j  prifon^^r 
i^  cdlovvcd  to  do  Tome  fort  of  work  ;  laflly, 
labour  in  company  with  others.  Tlic  pri- 
ibncrs  are  obliged  to  bathe  twice  every  week, 
proper  conveniences  for  that  purpofe  bein^.^ 
provided  within  the  walls  of  the  prii()n  j  and 
aifo  to  change  their  linen,  with  which  they 
are  regularly  provided.  Thofe  in  foiitary 
confinement  are  kept  upon  bread  and  v/ater ; 
but  thofe  who  labour  are  allowed  broth,  por- 
ridge, puddings,  and  the  like :  meat  is  dif- 
penfed  only  in  fmall  quantities  tu'ice  in  the 
week.  Their  drink  is  water;  on  r.o  preteiice 
is  any  other  beverage  fuflcicd  to  be  brought 
into  the  prifon.  This  diet  is  found,  by  ex- 
perience, to  afford  the  prifoners  flrengtli  fulH- 
cient  to  perform  the  l.ibour  that  is  impofeJ 
upon  them;  ^^■hereas  a  more  generous  one 
would  only  lerv  j  to  render  tlic'r  minds  lefs 
humble  and  fubmitiive.  Thofe  xvho  labour, 
arc  employed  In  the  particular  trade  to  \rliiih 
they  have  been  accuilomed,  provided  it  van 
be  carried  on  in  the  prifon  ;  if  not  acquainted 
with  any,  fomcthing  is  fjon  louiid  that  they 
can  do.  One  room  is  fee  apart  for  flioo- 
iiiakers,  another  for  tnvlcM-s,  a  third  for  car- 
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pe liters,  and  fo  on  :  and  in  the  yards  are  ftone- 
eiitters,  fmiths,  nailers,  &c.  &c. 

Excepting  the  cells,  which  are  at  a  remote 
part  of  the  building,   the  prifon  has  th^i  ap- 
pearance of  a  large  manufadory.     Good  order 
and  decency  prevail  throughout,  and  the  eye  of 
a  fpedator  is  never  afTailed  by  the  fight  of  I'uch 
ghaftly  and  fqualid  figures  as  are  eontinaally  to 
be  met  with  in  our  prifons ;  fo  far,  alfo,  is  a 
vifitor  from  being  infuked,  that  he  is  fcarcely 
noticed  as  he  pafTes  through  the  different  wards. 
The  prifoners  arc  forbidden  to  fpeak  to  each 
other  without  there  is  neceffity;  they  are  alfo 
forbidden  to  laugh,  or  to  fing,  or  to  make  the 
fmallefi:   diflurbance.      An  overfeer    attends 
continually  to  fee  that  every  one  performs  his 
work  diligently  j  and  in  cafe  of  the  fmalleft 
re  fi  (lance  to  any  of  the  regulations,  the  offender 
is  immediately  cafl;  into  a  folitary  cell,  to  fub- 
fifl  on   bread  ard  water  till  he  returns  to  a 
proper  knCe  of  his  behaviour ;  but  the  dread 
all   thofe  have  of  this  treatment,   who  have 
once  experienced  it,  is  fiich,  that  it  is  feldom 
found  neceffary  to  repeat  it.     The  women 
arc  kept  totally  apart  from  the  men,  and  arc 
employed  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  fcx. 
The  labourers  all  cat  together  in  one  large 
apartment ;  and  regularly  every  Sunday  there 
is  divine  fervicc,  at  which  all  attend.     It  k 
the  duty  of  the  chaplaiiv  to  convcrfc  at  times 
1  Witl:. 
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with  the  priibners,  and  endeavour  to  reform 
their  minds  und  principles.  The  infpeftors, 
when  they  vifit  the  prifon,  alfo  do  the  lame  ; 
fo  that  when  a  prifoner  is  Kberated,  he  goes 
out,  as  it  vvx;re,  a  new  man  ;  he  has  been  ha- 
bituated to  employment,  and  has  received  good 
inflrudlions.  The  greated  care  is  alio  takpu 
to  find  him  employment  the  moment  he 
quits  the  place  of  his  confinement.  Accord- 
ing to  the  regulations,  no  peribn  is  allowed 
to  vifit  the  prifon  without  permifTion  of  the 
infpedors.  The  greateft  care  is  alfo  taken 
to  preferve  the  health  of  the  prifoners,  and 
for  thoie  who  are  fick  there  are  proper  apart- 
ments and  good  advice  provided.  The  longeft 
period  of  confinement  is  for  a  rape,  which 
is  not  to  be  lefs  than  ten  years,  but  not  to 
exceed  twenty-one.  For  high  treafon,  the 
length  of  confinement  is  not  to  be  lefs  than 
fix  nor  more  than  twelve  years.  There  arc 
prifons  in  every  county  throughout  Pcnnfyi- 
vania,  but  none  as  yet  are  eftablillied  on  the 
fame  plan  as  that  which  ;.» s  been  defcribed. 
Criminals  arc  frequently  fent  from  ottier  parts 
of  the  flatc  to  receive  punilhment  in  the  pri- 
fon of  Philadelphia. 

So  well  is  this  gaol  conduded  that,  inllead 
of  being  an  expcnfc,  it  now  annually  pro- 
duces a  conlidcrahlc  revenue  to  the  flatc.      , 
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Population  of  Philadelphia. — Some  Account  of 
the  Inhabitants,  their  Character  and  Man-- 
tiers, — Pt  ivateAmifements, — Americans  lofe 
their  I'eeth  prematurely. — Theatrical  Amufe- 
tnents  only  permitted  of  late. — fakers. — • 
Prefidenfs  Levee  and  Drawing  Room. — 
Places  of  public  Worjhip. — Carriages,  what 
fort  of\  ufed  in  Philadelphia. — Taverns,  how 
conduSled  in  America. — Difficulty  of  procure 
ing  Servants.-—  CharaSier  of  the  lower  Claff'es 

of  People  in  America, 

.....  ..,.....:■.(       .... 

MY  DEAR  SIR,   ■  Philadelphia,  November. 

PHILADELPHIA,  according  to  the  cenfus 
taken  in  the  year  1790,  contained  42,000 
people.  From  the  natural  increafe,  however, 
of  population,  and  the  influx  of  flran'^crs,  the 
number  is  fuppofed  n'.vv  to  be  near  50,000, 
notvvithftandi  '?;  ihc  ravages  of  the  yellow 
fever  in  1793,  which  fwept  off  4,000  people. 
The  inhabitants  confill:  of  Englidi,  Irilh, 
Scotch,  Germans,  French,  and  of  American 
horn  citizens,  defccndcd  from  people  of  thefe 
different  nations,  who  are  of  courfe  by  far  the 
inoft  numerous  clafs.  The  inhabitants  arc 
for  the  mofl:  part  enfrao-ed  in  fome  fort  of 
bufinefs ;  a  few,  and  a  f^w  only,  live  wit!^- 
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PHILADELPHIA, 
uat  any  oftenlible  profeffionc,  on  the  fortunes 
which  they  thcmfelves  have  raifed  j  but  thefe 
men  are  not  idle  or  inattentive  to  the  increafe 
of  their  property,  being  ever  on  the  watch  to 
profit  by  the  fale  of  lands,  which  they  have 
purchafcd,  and  to  buy  more  on  advantageous 
tL'-m!  It  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  find 
.1  ..\an  c.  iny  property  in  iC  country,  who  is 
not  concerned  in  the  buying  or  felhng  of  land, 
which  may  be  confidered  in  America  as  an 
article  of  trade.- ^..   ,  . .., .    ^         v^   •  •  ■•  •    ' 

In  a  large  city,  like  Philadelphia,  where 
people  are  alfembled  together  from  fo  many 
different  quarters,  there  cannot  fail  to  be  a 
great  diveriity  in  the  manners  of  the  inhabi- 
tant. It  is  a  remark,  however,  very  generally 
made,  not  only  by  foreigners,  but  alfo  by  per- 
fons  from  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  Philadelphians  are  extremely  defi- 
ciejit  in  hofpitality  and  politenefs  towards 
ilrangers.  Amongft  the  uppermoft  circles  in 
Philadelphia,  pride,  haughtinefs,  and  odenta- 
tion  are  confpicuous;  and  it  fcems  as  if  nothing 
could  make  them  happier  than  that  an  order 
of  nobility  lliouKi  1)C  ellabli/hed,  by  which 
they  might  be  exalted  above  their  fellow  ci- 
tizens, as  much  as  they  are  in  their  own  con- 
ceit. In  the  manners  of  the  people  in  general 
there  is  a  coldnefs  and  rejerve,  as  if  thev  were 
fufpicious  of  fonie  defigns  againfi:  them,  which 
IS.  C  3  chills 
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chills  to  the  very  heart  thofe  who  come  to 
vifit  them.    In  their  private  focietles  a  trijiejfe 
is  apparent,  near  which  mirth  and  gaiety  can 
never  approach.  It  is  no  unufual  thing,  in  the 
genteelefl  hdufes,  to  fee  a  large  party  of  from 
twenty  to  thirty  perfons  affembled,  and  featcd 
round  a  room,  without  partaking  of  any  other 
amufement  than  what  arifes  from  the  conver- 
fation,  moft  frequently  in  whifpers,  that  paffes 
between  the  two  perfons  who  are  feated  next 
to  each  other.     The  party  meets  between  fix 
and  feven  in  the  evening;  tea  is  fervcd  with 
much  form  ;  and  at  ten,  by  which  time  moft 
of  the  compmy  are  wearied  with  having  re- 
mained fo  L-ng  ilationary,  they  return  to  their 
own  homes.      Still,   however,  they  are  not 
ftrangers  to  mufic,  cards,  or  dancing ;   their 
"  knowledge  of  mn/ic,  indeed,  is  at  a  very  low 
ebb  5   but  in   duncing,   which  appears  to  be 
their  moft  favourite  amufement,    they  cer- 
tainly excel.  I 

The  women,  in  general,  whil ft  young,  are 
very  pretty;  but  by  the  time  they  become  mo- 
thers of  u  little  family  ihey  lofe  all  their  beauty, 
their  complexions  fade  away,  their  teeth  begin 
to  decay,  and  they  hardly  appear  like  the  fame 
creatures.  In  a  few  inftances  only  it  would  be 
poflible  to  find  a  fine  woman  of  the  age  oi' 
forty,  who  has  had  a  large  family.  The  fud- 
den  decay  of  the  teeth  is  a  circumftance  which 
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has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  faculty;  both 
m^n  and  women,  American  born,  lofing  them 
very  generally  at  an  early  age.     Some  afcribe 
it  to  the  great  and  fudden  changes  in  the  wea- 
ther, from  heat  to  coldj  but  negroes,  who  are 
expofed  to  the  fame  tranfition  of  climate,  are 
diftinguiihcd  for  the  whitenefs  and  beauty  of 
their  teeth  ;   and  the  Indians  alfo,  who  are 
more  expofed  than  cither,  preferve  their  teeth 
in  g(>od  order.     Others  attribute  it  to  the  im- 
moderate ufe  of  confedionary.  Of  confe(5tion- 
ary,  the  Americans  in  the  towns  certaiily 
make  an  inordinate  ufe  ;   but  in  the  country, 
where  the  people  have  not  an  opportunity  of 
getting  fuch  things,  the  men,  but  more  ge- 
nerally the  women,   alfo  lofe  their  teeth  very 
prematurely.     Mod:  probably  it  is  owing  to 
the  very  general  uh  they  make  of  falt^d  pro- 
vifions.     In  the  country  parts  of  America  in 
particular,  the  people  live  upon  faltcd  pork  and 
falted  fi(h  nearly  the  whole  year  round. 

It  ;s  only  within  a  few  years  paft,  fince 
1779,  that  any  public  amufements  liave  been 
fuffered  in  this  city  j  the  old  corporation, 
which  confided  moftly  of  the  Qiiakcrs,  and 
not  of  the  moft  liberal  minded  people  in  the 
city,  having  always  oppofed  the  eiVablifhment 
of  any  place  for  the  purpore.  Now,  however, 
thcrfi  are  two  threatres  and  an  iimphitheatrc. 
J-iittle  or  no  ule  is  made  of  the  old  theatre, 

C  4  which 
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which  i«s  of  wood,  and  a  very  indifferent  build- 
ing.    The  new  one   is   built  of  brick,   and 
neatly  fitted  up  within  j  but  it  is  hardly  large 
enough  for  the   town.     A  Ihocking  cuftom 
.  obtains  here  of  fnioking  tobacco  in  the  houfc, 
which  at  times  is  carried  to  fuch  an  excefc, 
that    thofe    to    whom    it  is  difatn'ecable  arc 
under  tlie  neccfuty  of  going  away.     To  the 
peopb  in  the  pit,  wine  and  porter  are  brought 
between  the  ads,  precifely  as  if  they  were 
in  a  tavern.     Tlie  adors  are  procured,  v/ith 
a  very  few  exceptions,    from   Great  Britain 
and   Ireland  ;    none  of  them  are  very  emi- 
nent performers,  but  they  are  equal  to  what 
are  ufaally  met  Vv'ith   in  tlie  country  towns 
of  England.     The   amphitheatre  is  built  of 
wood  i  cqueflrian  and  other  exercifes  are  per- 
formed  there,    limilar  to   thoie   at  Afdey's. 
I3ancing  affen\blics  are  held   regularly  every 
fortnight  thrcnigh  the  winter,  and  occaiionally 
there  arc  public  concerto,       .. 

During  fummer,  the  people  that  can  make 
it  convenient  retire  to  country  houfes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town,  and  all  public 
and  private  amufements  ceafe ;  winter  is  the 
feafon  for  them,  the  Congrefs  being  then  af- 
fembleu,  and  trade  not  being  fo  clofely  at- 
tended to,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  is  then 
commonly  impeded  by  ice. 
The  prefidcnt  finds  it  neceflary,  in  general, 
— :;  to 
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to  come  to  Philadelphia  preparatory  to  the 
meeting  of  con?refs,  and  relides  there  during 
the  wliole  of  the  feffion.     Once  in  the  week, 
during  his  Hay  in  the  city,  he  has  levees,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  three  and  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon.    At  thefe  he  always  appears  himfelf 
;|  in  a  court  drefs,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
:  foreign  minifters  fhould  always  attend  in  tha 
fame  ftyle;  this  they  conflantly  do,  excepting 
the  French  minifler,  who  makes  a  point  of 
going  in  a  difliabille,  not  to  fliy  worfe  of  it. 
Other  pcrfons  are  at  liberty  to  go  as  they  think 
proper. ,   Mrs.  Wafliington,  alfo,  h  is  a  draw- 
ing room  once  every  v»'cek.    On  this  cccaiicn 
the  ladies  are  fcated  in  great  form  round  the 
apart!-ncnt,  and  tea,  coffee,  &c.  ferved  ■*'. 

Philadelphia  is  the  grand  refidcnce  cf  the 
Quakers  in  America,  but  their  number  does 
not  bear  the  fame  proportion  now  to  that  of 
the  other  citizens  which  it  did  formerly.  At 
prcfent  they  form  abour  one  fourth  only  of  the 
inhabitants.  This  does  not  arife  from  any  di- 
mination  of  the  number  of  Quakers,  on  the 
A  contrary  they  have  confiderabiy  increaled,  but 
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,|  •  Whether  the  h'vcc  is  kept  up  hv  the  prefent  prcfulent,  or 
grot,  I  have  not  heard.  Many  o'ojcdions  were  made  to  it  by 
pthe  democratic  party  duiing  the  adininillration  of  General 
J  Wafliington,  as  beiiig  inconii  (lent  with  the  fpirit  ofa  republican 
^government,  and  dc|1ra«rtive  of  that  equal'ty  whicii  O.ight  to 
|rtign  aniongll  the  c;ti/<ens  of  every  clafs. 
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from  the  great  influx  into  the  city  of  perfon§ 
of  a  different  perfiialion.     Belonging  to  the 
Quakers  there  are  five  places  for  public  wor- 
Ihip;  to  the  Prefbyterians  and  Seceders  fix; 
to  the  Englifh  Epifcopalians  three ;  to  Ger- 
man Lutherans  two ;  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
four;    and  one   refpedtively  to  the  Swedilli 
Lutherans,    Moravians,  Baptifi:s,    Univerfal 
Baptifts,  Methodifls,  and  Jews.     On  a  Sun- 
day every  citizen  appears  well  drelfed ;  the 
lower  clafiTes  of  the  people  in  particular  are 
remarkably  well  clothed.     This  is   a  great 
day  alfo  for  little  excurfions  into  the  coun- 
try. 

The  carnages  made  ufe  of  in  Philadelphia 
confift  of  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  coachees, 
and  light  waggons,  the  greater  part  of  which 
are  built  in  Philadelphia.   The  equipages  of  a 
few  individuals   are  extremely  oftentotious; 
nor  does  there  appear  in  any  that   neatnefs 
and    elegance    which    might    be     exped:ed 
amongft  a  fet  of  people  that  are  defirous  of 
imitating  the  fafhions  of  England,  and  that 
are  continually  getting  models  over  from  that 
country.     The  coachee  is  a  carriage  peculiar, 
I  believe,  to  America;  the  body  of  it  is  rather 
longer  than  that  of  a  coach,  but  of  the  fame 
/hape.     In  the  front  it  is  left  quite  open  down 
to  the  bottom,  and  the  driver  fits  on  a  bench 
under  the  roof  of  the  carriage.     There  are 
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two  feats  in  it  for  the  paflengers,  who  C\t  with 
their  faces  towards  the  horfes.  The  roof  is 
fupported  by  fmall  props,  which  are  placed  at 
the  corners.  On  each  fide  of  the  doors, 
above  the  pannels,  it  is  quite  open,  and  to 
guard  againft  bad  weather  there  are  curtains, 
which  are  made  to  let  down  from  the  roof,  and 
faften  to  buttons  placed  for  the  purpofe  on  the 
outfide.  There  is  alfo  a  leathern  curtain  to 
hang  occafionally  between  the  driver  and 
paflengers. 

The  light  waggons  are  on  the  fame  con- 
(Irudion,  and  are  calculated  to  accommodate 
from  four  to  twelve  people.  The  only  dif- 
ference between  a  fmall  waggon  and  a  coachee 
is,  that  the  latter  is  better  finifhed,  has  var- 
niflied  pannels,  and  doors  at  the  fide.  The 
former  has  no  doors,  but  the  paflengers 
fcramble  in  the  befl  way  they  can,  over  the 
feat  of  the  driver.  The  waggons  are  ufcd  uni- 
verfally  for  ftage  carriages. 

The  accommodations  at  the  taverns,  by 
which  name  they  call  all  inns,  &c.  arc  very 
indifferent  in  Philadelphia,  as  indeed  they  are, 
with  a  very  few  exceptions,  throughout  tlie 
country.  The  mode  of  conducing  thtni  is 
nearly  the  fame  every  where.  Tiie  traveller 
is  flicwn,  on  arrival,  into  a  room  which  is 
common  to  every  perfon  in  the  houfc,  and 
which   is    generally    the    one   fet  apart  for 
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breakfaH:,  dinner,  and  fupper.  AH  the  flrangers 
that  happen  to  be  in  the  houfe  fit  down  to 
thefe  meals  promifcuoufly,'  and,  excepting  in 
the  large  towns,  the  family  of  the  houfe  alfo 
forms  a  part  of  the  company.  It  is  feldom 
that  a  private  parlour  or  drawing  room  can  be 
procured  at  any  of  the  ta  ems,  even  in  the 
towns ;  and  it  is  always  with  reludance  that 
breakfaft  or  dinner  is  ferved  up  feparately  to 
any  individual.  If  a  linglc  bed  room  can  be 
procured,  more  ought  not  to  be  looked  for  ^ 
but  it  is  not  always  that  even  this  is  to  be 
had,  and  thofe  who  travel  through  the  coun- 
try muft  often  fubmit  to  be  cr  mmeJ  into 
rooms  where  there  is  fcarcely  fufficient  fpace 
to  walk  between  the  beds  ♦.  Strangers  who 
remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  the  large 
towns  moft  ufually  go  to  private  boarding 
houfes,  of  which  great  numbers  are  to  be  met 
with.  It  is  always  a  difficult  matter  to  pro- 
cure furLifhed  lodgings  without  paying  for 
board. 


•  Havinjr  flopped  ©ne  night  at  Ellcton,  on  my  Joornry  to 
Baltimore  in  the  public  carriage,  my  firil  enquiries  (rom  the 
landlord,  on  alighting,  as  there  wcie  many  paflci.gcrs  in  the 
ftage,  were  to  know  what  accommodation  his  houfe  afforded. 
He  fcemed  much  furpri/ed  that  any  enquiries  (hould  be  made 
on  fuch  a  lubjeft,  and  with  much  confcquencc  told  me,  1  need 
not  give  myfelf  any  trouble  about  the  extent  of  hi»  accommo- 
^tious,  as  he  had  no  lei's  than  tUvcn  bcd:>  in  otn  of  his  rooms. 

At 
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;.i^  At  all  the  taverns,  both  in  town  and  coun- 
try, but  particularly  in  the  latter,  the  attend- 
ance is  very  bad;  indeed,  excepting  in  the 
ibuthern  ftates,  where  there  are  fuch  great 
numbere  of  negroes,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utnioll 
difficulty  to  procure  domePdc  fervants  of  ?.ny 
defcription.  The  generality  of  fervants  that 
are  met  with  in  Philadelphia  are  emigrant 
Europeans;  they,  however,  for  the  niofl:  part, 
only  remain  in  fervice  until  they  can  favc  a 
little  money,  when  they  conflantly  quit  their 
mafters,  being  kd  to  do  (o  by  that  dcfire  for 
independence  wliich  is  fo  natural  to  the  mind 
of  man,  and  wiiich  every  perfon  in  Americii 
may  enjoy  that  will  be  indullrioLis.  The  few 
that  remain  fleady  to  thofe  who  have  hired 
them  are  retained  at  moft  exorbitant  wages. 
As  for  the  Americans,  none  but  thofc  of  the 
mofl  indifi'crcnt  characlcrs  ever  enter  into  fer- 
vice,  whicli  they  tonfider  as  fuitible  only  tt» 
negroes ;  the  negroes  attain,  in  Pennfylvania 
and  in  the  other  Ihitcs  v,  here  ilcps  have  been 
taken  for  the  'gradual  abolition  of  ilaverv,  nrc 
taugiit  by  the  Quakers  to  look  upon  them- 
fclves  in  every  rcfpect:  as  equal  to  their  white 
brethren,  and  thev  endeavour  to  imitate  them- 
by  being  faucy.  It  is  ti^e  fame  both  with  mn'Jcs 
and  females.  I  ir.ul^  here  ohferve,  that  amcnjlt 
the  generality  of  the  lower  fort  of  people  i;i 
the  United  St^ite^-,  and  particularly  amon^'^il 
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thofe  of  Philadelphia,  there  is  a  want  of  good 
manncs  which  excites  the  fui*prize  of  ahnofl: 
every  foreigner  5  I  wi^alfo  that  it  may  not 
be  thought  that  this  remark  has  been  made, 
merely  becaufe  the  liime  deference  and  the 
fame  relpe6tful  attention,  which  we  fee  fo 
commonly  paid  by  the  lower  orders  of  people 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  thofe  who  are 
in  a  lituation  fomewhat  fuperior  to  them- 
felves,  is  not  alfo  paid  in  America  to  perfons 
in  the  fame  ftation ;  it  is  the  want  of  com- 
mon civility  I  complain  of,  which  it  is  always 
delirable  to  behold  between  man  and  man,  let 
their  fituations  in  life  be  what  they  may,  and 
which  is  not  contrary  to  the  didates  of  na- 
ture, or  to  the  fpirit  of  genuine  liberty,  as  it 
is  obfervable  in  the  behaviour  of  the  wild 
Indians  that  wander  through  the  forefts  of  this 
vaft  continent^  the  mofl  free  and  independent 
of  all  human  beings.  In  the  United  States, 
however,  the  lower  clafles  of  people  will  re- 
turn rude  and  impertinent  anfwers  to  queftions 
couched  in  the  mod  civil  terms,  and  will  infult 
a  perfon  that  bears  the  appearance  of  a  gen- 
tleman, on  purpofe  to  (hew  how  much  they 
confidcr  themfelves  upon  an  equality  with 
him.  Civility  cannot  be  purchafed  from  them 
on  any  terms;  they  fecni  to  think  that  it  is 
incompatible  with  freedom,  and  that  there  is 
jio  other  way  of  convincing  a  ftranger  that  he 
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IS  really  in  a  land  of  liberty,  but  by  being  furly 
and  ill  mannered  in  his  prefence. 


L  E"%t  E  R  nr. 

Journey  to  Baltimore, — Defcnption  of  the  Coun* 
try  about  Philadelphia, — Floating  Bridges 
over  the  Schiiylki^'j  how  confiru5led. — Mills 
in  Brandy "Winc  Creek. — Improvement  in  the 
Machinery  of  Flour  Mills  in  America. — 
^own  of  Wilmington. — Log  Houfes. — Bad 
Roads, — Fine  ProfpeSts^^^How  relijhed  by 
Americans. — Taverns. — Sufquehaniiah  Ri- 
ver.— Town  of  Baltimore,— Plan  of  the 
Town, — Barbour,  —  Public  and  private 
Buildings, — Inhabitants.  -^Country  between 
Baltimore  andWafiington. — Execrab/eRoads* 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  Wafhington,  NovemberT 

N  the  1 6th  of  November  I  left  Philadel- 
phia for  Baltimore.  The  only  mode  of 
conveyance  which  offers  for  a  traveller,  who 
is  not  provided  with  his  own  horfes  or  car- 
riage, is  the  public  flage  waggon  ;  it  is  pof- 
fible,  indeed,  to  procure  a  private  carriage  at 
Philadelphia  to  go  on  to  Baltimore-,  for  which 
a  great  pripe  is  always  demanded  j  but  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  hiring  a  carriage  or  horfes 
from  ftagc  to  ftage.  The  country  about  Phi- 
ladelphia is  wclj  cultiyated,  an4  it  abounds  with 
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neat  country  houfqs ;  but  it  has  a  bare  appear- 
ance, being  alnioll  totally  ftripped  of  the  trees, 
which  have  been  cut  down  without  mercy 
for  firing,  and  to  make  way  for  the  plough ; 
neither  are  there  any  hedges^  an -idea  prevail- 
ing that  they  impoverifli  the  land  wherever 
they  are  planted.  The.  fences  are  all  of  the 
common  poll  and  il,  or  of  the  angular  kind. 
Thefe  laft  are  made  of  rails  about  eight  or 
nine  feet  long,  roughly  fplit  cut  of  trees,  and 
■placed  horizontally  above  one  another,  as  the 
bars  of  a  gate;  but  each  tier  of  rails,  or  gate  as 
it  were,  iiiflead  of  being  on  a  ftraight  line  with 
the  one  next  to  it,  is  put  in  a  different  di- 
redlion,  fo  as  to  form  an  angle  fufficient  to  per- 
mit the  ends  of  the  rails  of  one  tier  to  reft 
fteadily  on  thofe  of  the  next.  As  thefe  fences, 
from  their  ferpcntine  courfe  occupy  at  leail 
fix  times  as  much  ground  as  a  common  pod 
and  rail  fence,  and  require  alfo  a  great  deal 
more  wood,  they  are  moftly  laid  afide  when- 
ever land  and  timber  become  objedis  of  im- 
portance, as  they  foon  do  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  large  towns.       .        i 

The  road  to  Baltimore  is  over  the  loweft  of 
three  floating  bridges,  which  have  been  thrown 
acrols  the  river  Schuylkill,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Philadelphia.  The  view  on  piifing 
this  river,  which  is  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  wide,  is  beautiful.     The  banks  on 

each 
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each  fide  are  high,  and  for  many  miles  above 
afford  the  moft  delightful  fituations  for  villas. 
A  very  elegant  one,  laid  out  in  the  Englifh 
tafte,  is  feen  on  pafling  the  river  juft  above  the 
bridge.  Adjoining  to  it  are  public  gardens, 
and  a  houfe  of  entertainment,  with  feveral 
good  rooms,  to  which  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia refort  in  great  numbers  during  the 
fummer  feafon.  jva 

The  floating  bridges  are  formed  of  large 
trees,  which  are  placed  in  the  water  tranf- 
verfely,  and  chained  together ;  beams  are  then 
laid  lengthways  upon  thefe,  and  the  whole 
boarded  over,  to  render  the  way  convenient 
for  paffengers.  On  each  fide  there  is  a  railing. 
When  very  heavy  carriages  go  acrofs  thefe 
bridges,  they  fink  a  few  inches  below  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water;  but  the  paffage  is  by  no 
means  dangerous.  They  are  kept  in  an  even 
direction  acrofs  the  river,  by  means  of  chains 
and  anchors  in  different  parts,  and  are  alfo 
ftrongly  fecured  on  both  fliores*  Over  that 
part  of  the  river  where  the  channel  lies,  they 
are  fo  contrived  that  a  piece  can  be  removed 
to  allow  veffels  to  pafs  through.  Thefe  bridges 
are  frequently  damaged,  and  fometimes  en- 
tirely carried  away,  during  floods,  at  the  break- 
ing up  of  winter,  efpecially  if  there  happens 
to  be  much  ice  floating  in  the  river.  To  guard 
againft  this,  when  danger  is  apprehended  and 
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the  flood  does  not  come  on  too  rapidly,  they 
unfaften  all  the  chains  by  which  the  bridge  is 
confined  in  its  proper  place,  and  then  let  the 
whole  float  down  with  the  ftream  to  a  conve- 
nient part  of  the  fliore,  where  it  can  be  hauled 
up  and  fecured. 

The  country,  after  pafling  the  Schuylkill, 
is  pleafingly  diverfified  with  rifing  grounds  and 
woods,  and  appears  to  be  in  a  good  ftate  of 
cultivatbn.  The  firft  town  of  any  note  which 
you  come  to  is  Cheller,  fifteen  miles  from 
Philadelphia ;  this  town  contains  about  fixty 
dwellings,  and  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
place  where  the  firft  colonian  afl!embly  fat. 
From  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  there  is 
a  very  grand  view  of  the  river  Delaware, 

About  half  a  mile  before  you  come  to 
Wilmington  is  Brandy-wine  River,  remark- 
able for  its  mills,  no  lefs  than  thirteen  being 
built  almoft  clofe  to  each  other  upon  it. 
The  water,  juft  above  the  bridge  which  is 
thrown  over  it,  comes  tumbling  dowu  with 
great  violence  over  a  bed  of  rocks ;  and  feats, 
at  a  very  trifling  cxpenfe,  could  be  made  for 
three  times  the  number  of  mills  already  built. 
Veflels  carrying  i,ooo  bufhels  of  wheat  can 
come  clofe  up  to  them,  and  by  means  of 
machinery  their  cargoes  are  received  from, 
or  delivered  to  them  in  a  very  expeditious 
manner.  Among  the  mills,  foihe  are  for  flour, 
...  fome 
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fome  for  fa  wing  of  wood,  and  others  for  ftone. 
The  improvements  which  have  been  made  in 
the  machinery  of  the  flour  mills  in  America 
are  very  great.     The  chief  of  thefe  confift 
in  a  new  application  of  the  fcrew,  and  the 
introduction  of  what  are  called  elevators,  the 
idea  of  which  was  evidently  borrowed  from 
the  chain   pump.     The   fcrew  is  made  by 
fticking  fmall   thin   pieces  of  board,   about 
three  inches  long  and  two  wide,  into  a  cy- 
linder, fo  as  to  form  the  fpiral  line.  This  fcrew 
is  placed  in  a  horizontal  pofition,  and  by  turn- 
ing on  its  axis  it  forces  wheat  or  flour  from 
one  end  of  a  trough  to  the  other.     For  in-  • 
ftance,  in  the  trough  which  receives  the  meal 
immediately  coming  from  the  fl:ones,  a  fcrew 
of  this  kind  is  placed,  by  which  the  meal  is 
forced  on,  to  the  diftance  of  fix  or  eight  feet 
perhaps,  into  a  refervoirj  from  thence,  with- 
out any  manual  labour,  it  is  conveyed  to  the 
very  top  of  the  mill  by  the  elevators,  which 
confift  of  a  number  of  fmall  buckets  of  the 
fize  of  tea-cups,  attached  to  a  long  band  that 
goes  round  a  wheel  at  the  top,  and  another 
at  the  bottom  of  the  mill.     As  t^e  band  re- 
volves round  the  wheels,  thefe  buckets  dip 
into  the  refervoir  of  wheat  or  flour  below, 
and  take  their  loads  up  to  the  top,  where 
they  empty  themfelves  as  they  turn  round  the 
upper  wheel.     The  elevators  are  inclofed  in 
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fquare  wooden  tubes,  to  prevent  them  from 
catching  in  any  thing,  and  alfo  to  prevent 
duft.  By  means  of  thefe  two  fimple  con- 
trivances no  manual  labour  is  required  from 
the  moment  the  wheat  is  taken  to  the  mill 
till  it  is  converted  into  flour,  and  ready  to  be 
packed,  during  the  various  procqlles  of  fcreen- 
ing,  grinding,  fifting,  &c. 

Wilmington  is  the  capital  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  and  contains  about  iix  hundreil 
houfes,  which  are  chiefly  of  brick.  The 
flreetsare  laid  out  on  a  plan  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  that  of  Philadelphia,  There  is  nothing 
very  interefting  in  this  town,  and  the  country 
round  about  it  is  flat  and  infipid.  Elkton, 
twenty-one  miles  diftant  from  Wilmington, 
and  the  firft  town  in  Maryland,  contains  about 
ninety  indifl^erent  houfes,  which  are  built 
without  any  regularity ;  it  is  a  dirty  difagree- 
able  place.  In  this  neighbourhood  I  firft 
took  notice  of  log-houfes;  thofe  which  I 
had  hitherllo  feen  having  been  built  either  of 
brick  or  ftone,  or  elfe  conftrudled  with  wooden 
frames,  flieathed  on  the  outfide  with  boards. 
The  log-houfes  are  cheaper  than  any  others 
in  a  country  where  there  is  abundance  of 
wood,  and  generally  are  the  firft  that  are 
eredted  on  a  new  fettlcment  in  America.  The 
fides  confift  of  trees  juft  fquared,  and  placed 
horizontally  one  upon  the  other ;  the  ends 
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of  the  logs  of  one  fide  refting  alternately  on 
the  ends  of  thofe  of  the  adjoining  fides,  in 
notches  i  the  interftices  between  the  logs  are 
flopped  with  clay  j  and  the  roof  is  covered 
with  boards  or  with  fhingles,  which  are  fmall 
pieces  of  wood  in  the  (hape  of  flates  or  tiles, 
and  which  are  ufed  for  that  purpofe,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  throughout  America.  Thefe 
habitations  are  not  very  fightly,  but  when 
well  built  they  are  warm  and  comfortable, 
and  laft  for  a  long  time. 

A  confiderable  quantity  of  wheat  and  In- 
dian corn  is  raifed  in  this  neighbourhood,  to 
the  production  of  which  the  foil  is  favourable; 
but  the  heft  cultivated  parts  of  the  country 
are  not  feen  from  the  road,  which  pafles 
chiefly  over  barren  and  hilly  trads,  called 
*'  ridges."  The  reafon  for  carrying  the  road 
over  thefe  is,  becaufe  it  is  found  to  laft  longer 
than  if  carried  over  the  flat  part  of  the  country, 
where  the  foil  is  deep,  a  circumftance  which 
the  people  of  Maryland  always  take  into 
confideration ;  for  after  a  road  is  once  cut,  they 
never  take  pains  to  keep  it  in  good  repair. 
The  roads  in  this  ftate  are  worfe  than  in 
any  one  in  the  Union  j  indeed  fo  very  bad 
are  they,  that  on  going  from  Elkton  to  the 
Sufquehannah  ferry,  the  driver  frequently  had 
to  call  to  the  pafl'engers  in  the  ftage,  to  lean 
out  of  the  carriage  firft  at  one  fide,  then  at 
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the  Other,  to  prevent  it  from  overfetting  in 
the  deep  ruts  with  which  the  road  abounds : 
"  Now,  gentlemen,  to  the  right  i"  upon 
which  the  paffengers  all  ftretched  their  bodies 
half  way  out  of  the  carriage  to  balance  it  on 
that  fide :  "  Now,  gentlemen,  to  the  left," 
and  fo  on.  This  was  found  abfolutely  ne- 
eeffary  at  lead  a  dozen  times  in  half  the  num- 
ber of  miles.  Whenever  they  attempt  to 
mend  thefe  roads,  it  is  always  by  filHng  the 
ruis  with  fapiings  or  buflies,  and  ccvering 
them  over  with  earth.  This,  however,  is  done 
only  when  there  are  fields  on  each  fide  of  the 
road.  If  the  road  runs  contiguous  to  a  wood, 
then,  inflcad  of  mending  it  where  it  is  bad,  they 
open  a  new  pafl'age  through  the  trees,  which 
they  call  malting  a  ro;id.  It  is  very  common 
in  Maryland  to  fee  fix  or  feven  different  roads 
branching  out  from  one,  which  all  lead  to 
the  fame  place.  A  firanger,  before  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  this  circumftance,  is  frequently 
puzzled  to  know  which  he  ought  to  take. 
The  dexterity  with  which  the  drivers  of  the 
ftages  guide  their  horfes  along  thcfe  new 
roads,  which  are  full  of  flumps  of  trees,  is 
af  onifliing,  yet  to  appearance  they  are  the 
mofl:  awkward  drivers  pofiible  ;  it  is  more  by 
the  different  noifcs  which  they  make,  than  by 
their  reins,  that  they  manage  their  horfes. 
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Charlefton  ftands  at  a  few  miles  diftance 
from  Elkton  -,  there  are  about  twenty  houfes 
only  in  it,  which  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  peo- 
ple who  carry  on  a  herring  fiflicry.  Beyond 
it  the  country  is  much  diverfified  with  hill 
and  dale,  and  the  foil  being  but  of  an  indif- 
ferent quality,  the  lands  are  fo  little  cleared, 
that  in  many  parts  the  road  winds -through 
uninterrupted  woods  for  four  or  five  miles  to- 
gether. The  fcenery  in  this  neighbourhood  is 
extremely  interefting.  From  the  top  of  the 
hills  you  meet  with  numberlefs  bold  and  cx- 
tenfive  profpedts  of  the  ChefapeakBay  and  of 
the  river  Sufquchannah;  and  fcarcely  do  you 
crofs  a  valley  without  beholding  in  the  depths 
of  the  wood  the  waters  of  fome  little  creek  or 
rivulet  rufhing  over  ledges  of  rock  in  a  beau- 
tiful cafcade.  The  generality  of  Americans 
flare  with  aftonifliment  at  a  perfon  who  can 
feel  any  delight  atpafilng  through  fuch  acoun- 
try  as  this.  To  them  the  fight  of  a  wheat 
field  or  a  cabbage  garden  would  convey  plea- 
fure  far  greater  than  that  of  the  moft  romantic 
woodland  views.  They  have  an  unconquerable 
avcrfion  to  trees  j  and  whenever  a  fettlement 
is  made,  they  cut  away  all  before  them  with-  [ 
out  mercy ;  not  one  is  fparcd  j  all  (hare  the 
fame  fate,  and  are  involved  in  the  general 
havoc.  It  appears  ftrange,  that  in  a  country 
where  the  n^s  of  the  fun  ad  with  fuch  pro- 
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digious  power,  fome  few  trees  near  the  habita- 
tions fhouldnotbe  fpared,  whofe  foilage  might 
afford  a  cooling  (hade  during  the  parching  heats 
of  fummerj  and  I  have  oftentimes  exprcffed 
my  aftoni(hment  that  none  were  ever  left  for 
that  purpofe.  In  anfwer  I  have  generally  been 
told,  that  they  could  not  be  left  (landing  near 

a  houfe  without  danger.  The  trees  it  feems 
in  the  American  forefts  have  but  a  very  (len- 
der hold  in  the  ground,  confidering  their  im- 
menfe  height,  io  that  when  two  or  three  fully 
grown  are  deprived  of  (lielter  in  confequence 
of  the  others  which  ftood  around  them  being 
cut  down,  they  are  very  apt  to  be  levelled  by 
the  (irft  ftorm  that  chances  to  blow.  This, 
however,  would  not  be  the  cafe  with  trees  of 
a  fmall  growth,  which  might  fafely  be  fpared, 
and  which  would  foon  afford  an  agreeable 
/hade  if  the  Americans  thought  proper  to  leave 
them  (landing:  but  the  fadl  of  the  matter  is, 
that  from  the  ficc  of  the  country  being  en- 
tirely overfpread  with  trees,  the  eyes  of  the 
people  become  futiated  with  the  fight  of  them. 
I  he  sround  cannot  be  tilled,   nor   can    the 
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and  the  man  that  can  cut  down  the  largcft 
number,  and  have  the  fields  about  his  hculc 
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making  the  greateft  improvements  *  in  the 
country. 

Every  tdft  or  twelve  miles  upon  this  road 
there  are  taverns,  w^hich  are  all  built  of  wood, 
and  much  in  the  fame  ftile,  with  a  porch  in 
front  the  entire  length  of  the  houfe.  Few  of 
thefe  taverns  have  any  iigns,  and  they  are 
only  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  the  other  houfes 
by  the  number  of  handbills  pafled  up  on  the 
walls  near  the  door.  They  take  their  name, 
not  from  the  fign,  but  from  the  perfon  who 
keeps  them,  as  Jones's,  Brown's,  &c.  6cc.  All 
of  them  are  kept  nearly  in  the  fame  manner. 
At  each  houfe  there  are  regular  hours  for 
breakfaft,  dinner,  and  fupper,  and  if  a  traveller 
arrives  fomewhat  before  the  time  appointed  for 
any  one  of  thefe,  it  is  in  vain  to  call  for  a  fe- 
parate  meal  for  himfelf ;  he  muft  wait  pa- 
tiently till  the  appointed  hour,  and  then  fit 
down  with  the  other  i^uefls  that  may  happen 
to  be  in  the  houfe.  Brjakfarts  are  geucially 
plentifully  ferved ;  there  s  te.T,  coffee,  and 
different  forts  of  breii.  c:;ld  fait  meat,  and, 
very  commonly  befidc:,  beef  fl-^aks,  fried  fiHi, 


•  I  have  heird  of  Americans  landing  on  barren  parts  of  tlio 
north  weft  coaft  of  Iicland,  and  evincing  the  greateft  furprifc 
and  picafureat  the  beauty  und  improved  ftate  of  the  country, 
"  lo  clear  of  trert ! !".     ^ 

&C. 
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&c.  6cc.'|-.  The  charge  made  for  breakfaft  is 
nearly  the  fame  as  that  for  dinner. 

This  part  of  Maryland  abounds  with  iron 
ore,  which  is  of  a  quality  particularly  well 
adapted  for  calling.  The  ore  is  found  in  banks 
fo  near  the  furface  of  the  earth  that  there  is 
never  occafion  to  fmk  a  fhaft  to  get  at  it. 
Near  Charlefton  there  i'^  a  fmall  foundery  for 
cannon.  The  cannon  are  bored  by  water.  As 
I  pafled  by,  they  were  making  twenty-four- 
pounders,  two  of  which  I  was  informed  they 
£niflied  every  week.  The  iron  is  extremely 
tough  ;  very  few  of  the  guns  burfl  on  being 
proved. 

The  Sufquehannah  river  is  croffed,  on  the 
way  to  Baltimore,  at  a  ferry  five  miles  above 
its  entrance  into  the  Chefapeak.  The  river 
is  here  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  wide,  and 
deep  enough  for  any  vcifels;  the  banks  are 
high  and  thickly  wooded,  and  the  fcenery  is 
grand  and  pidturcfque.  A  fmall  town  called 
JIavrc  de  Grace,  which  contains  about  forty 
houfcs,  ftands  on  this  river  at  the  ferry.  A 
petition  was  prefcntcd  to  congrcfs  the  lall  year 
to  have  it  made  a  port  of  entry ;  but  at  prclcnt 

f  The  landlady  aiway."  prrfides  at  the  head  of"  the  table  *o 
mnhc  the  tea,  or  a  fen\i!e  fervant  attends  fov  that  purpole  at 
brcalcfHll  and  in  the  evening ;  and  many  taverns  in  th-j 
eountj-y  the  vIjo!-;  o^"  the  family  fit    .lovn*to  dinner  with 
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there  is  very  little  trade  carried  on  there.  A 
few  fhips  are  annually  built  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. From  hence  to  Baltimore  the  coun- 
try is  extremely  poor  j  the  foil  is  of  a  yellow 
gravel  mixed  with  clay,  and  the  roads  exe- 
crable. 

Baltimore  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  fix- 
tcen  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  though  not  the 
capital  of  the  ftate,  is  the  iai  gc(l  town  in  Mary- 
land, and  the  moft  confiderable  place  of  trade 
in  North  America,  after  Philadelphia  and  New 
York.  The  plan  of  the  town  is  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  that  of  Philadelphia,  moft  of  the 
ftreets  crofling  each  other  at  right  .angles. 
The  main  ftreet,  which  runs  eaft  and  weft 
nearly,  is  about  eighty  feet  wide;  the  others  are 
from  forty  to  fixty  feet.  The  ftreets  are  not 
all  paved,  fo  that  when  it  rains  heavily  they 
are  rendered  almoft  impaffable,  the  foil  being 
a  ftifF  yellow  clay,  which  retains  the  water  a 
long  time.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town  is 
a  harbour  commonly  called  the  Bafon,  which 
affords  about  nine  feet  water,  and  is  large 
enough  to  contain  two  thoufand  fail  of  mer- 
chant veifcls.  There  are  wharfs  and  ftores 
along  it,  the  whole  length  of  the  town  j  but 
as  a  particular  wind  is  neccflary  to  enable  (liips 
to  get  cut  of  this  bafon,  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  thofo  which  enter  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore ftop  at  a  harbour  which  is  formed  by 
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a  neck  of  land  near  the  mouth  of  the  bafon, 
called  Fell's  Point.  Here  alfo  wharfs  havq 
been  built,  alongfide  which  veflels  of  fix  hun- 
dred  tons  burthen  can  lie  with  perfed:  fafety. 
Numbers  of  perfons  have  been  induced  to  fet- 
tle on  this  Point,  in  order  to  be  contiguous  to 
the  fliipping.  Upwards  of  feven  hundred 
houfes  have  already  been  built  there,  and  re- 
gular ftreets  laid  out, with  a  large  marketplace, 
Thefe  houfes,  generally  fpeaking,  are  con- 
fidered  as  a  part  of  Baltimore^  but  to  all  ap- 
pearance they  form  ;i  feparate  town,  being 
upwards  of  a  mile  diftant  from  the  other  part 
of  the  town.  In  the  neighbourhood.  Fell's 
Point  and  Baltimore  are  fpoken  of  as  diflindt 
and  feparate  places.  Fell's  Point  is  chiefly  the 
rcfidence  of  feafaring  people,  and  of  the 
younger  partners  of  mercantile  houfes,  who 
are  ftationed  there  to  attend  to  the  lliipping. 

The  greater  number  of  private  houft^s  in 
Baltimore  are  of  brick,  but  many,  particularly 
in  the  fkirts  of  the  town,  are  of  wood.  In 
fome  cf  the  new  flrcetc  a  few  appear  to  be 
well  built,  but  in  general  the  houfes  are  f;nall, 
heavy,  and  inconvenient.  As  for  the  public 
buildings,  there  are  none  worthy  of  being  men- 
tioned. The  churches  and  places  for  public 
worihip  are  ten  in  number ;  one  rcfpcftively 
for  Epifcopalians,  Prelbytcrians,  German  Lu- 
therans, German  Calvinifts,  Reformed  Cicr- 

mans. 


,  it: 


.     B  A  L  T  I  ivr  O  R  E»  -        4; 

mans,  NIcolites  or  New  Quakers,  Baptifts, 
Roman  Catholics,  and  two  for  Methodifts. 
The  Preibyterian  church,  which  has  lately- 
been  eredted,  is  the  beft  building  among  them, 
and  indeed  the  handfomeil  building  in  town. 
It  is  of  brick,  with  a  portico  in  front  fup- 
ported  by  fix  pillars  of  flone. 

They  have  no  lefs  than  three  incorporated 
banks  in  this  town,  and  the  number  of  notes 
ifTued  from  them  is  fo  great,  as  almoft  to  pre- 
clude the  circulation  of  fpccic.  Some  of  the 
notes  are  for  as  fmall  a  fum  as  a  fmgle  dollar, 
and  being  much  more  portable  than  filver, 
are  geneially  preferred.  As  for  gold,  it  is 
very  Icarce  ;  I  hardly  ever  met  with  it  during 
two  months  that  I  remained  in  Maryland.    ,^ 

Amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  arc 
to  be  found  EngliHi,  Irifli,  Scotch,  and  French. 
The  Irilh  appear  to  be  moft  numerous;  and 
many  of  the  principal  merchants  in  town  arc 
in  the  number.  Since  the  war,  a  great  many 
French  have  arrived  both  from  France  and 
from  the  Weft  India  Iflands.  With  a  few 
exceptions  the  inhabitants  are  all  engaged  in 
trade,  which  is  clofely  attended  to.  They 
are  moftly  plain  people,  fociablc  however 
amongft  thcmfelves,  and  very  friendly  and 
hofpitiible  towards  ftrangcrs.  Cards  and  dan- 
cing are  favourite  amufenicnts,  both  in  pri- 
vate and  at  public  allemblic?,   v/iiich  are  held 
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every  fortnight.  There  are  two  theatres  here, 
in  which  there  are  performances  occafionally. 
The  oldeft  of  them,  which  ftands  in  the  road  to 
Fell's  Point,  is  moft  wretched,  and  appears  little 
better  than  a  heap  of  loofe  boards;  for  a  long 
time  it  lay  quite  ncgledted,  but  has  lately 
been  fitted  up  for  a  company  of  French  adlors, 
the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of  in  the  country. 
Baltimore,  like  Philadelphia,  has  fuffered  from 
the  ravages  of  the  yellow  fever.  During  the 
autumn  it  is  generally  unhealthy,  and  thofe 
who  can  afford  it  retire  to  country  feats  in  the 
neighbourhood,  of  which  fome  are  moft  de- 
lightfully fituated. 

From  Baltimore  to  Wafliington,  which  is 
forty  miles  diftant,  the  country  wears  but  a 
poor  appearance.  The  foil  in  fome  parts  con- 
lifts  of  a  yellow  clay  mixed  with  gravel  j  in 
other  parts  it  is  very  fandy.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  creeks  and  between  the  hills  ^e 
patches  of  rich  black  earth,  called  Bottoms, 
the  trees  upon  which  grow  to  a  large  fize ; 
but  where  there  is  gravel  they  are  very  fmall. 
The  roads  paffmg  over'  thefc  bottoms  are 
worfe  than  any  I  ever  met  with  cjfewhere.  In 
driving  jver  one  of  them,  near  the  head  wa- 
ters of  a  branch  of  Patuxent  river,  a  few  days 
after  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  the  v.'heels  of  a  fiilky 
which  I  was  in  funk  up  to  the  very  boxes. 
•9  For 
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For  a  moment  I  defpaired  of  being  able  to 
get  out  without  afliftance,  when  my  horfe, 
which  was  very  powerful,  finding  himfclf  im- 
peded, threw  himfelf  upon  his  haunches,  and 
difengaging  his  fore-feet,   made  a  vigorous 
plunge  forwards,    which  luckily  difengaged 
both  himfelf  and   the  /ulky,  and  freed  me 
from  my  embarraflment.  I  was  afterwards  in- 
formed that  General  Wafhington,  as  he  was 
going  to  meet  congrefs  a  fhort  time  before,  was 
Hopped  in  the  very  fame  place,  his  carriage 
finking  fo  deep  in  the  mud  that  it  was  found 
neceffary  to  fend  to  a  neighbouring  houfe  for 
ropes  and  poles  to  extricate  it.     Over  fome  of 
the  bottoms,  which  were  abfolutely  impaflable 
in  their  natural  ftate,  caufeways  have  been 
thrown,  which  are  made  with  large  trees  laid 
fide  by  fide  acrofs  the  road.     For  a  time  thefe 
caufeways  afford  a  commodious  paflage ;   but 
they  do  not  laft  long,  as  many  of  the  trees 
fink  into  the  foft  foil,  and  others,  expofed 
to  the  continual  attrition  of  waggon  wheels 
in  a  particular  part,  breaking  alunder.    In  this 
ftate,  full  of  unfeen  obflacles,  it  '.s  abfolutely 
a  matter  of  danger  for  a  perfon  unacquainted 
with  the  road  to  attempt  to  drive  a  carriage 
along  it.     The  bridges  over  the  creeks,  co- 
vered with   loofe  bo:irds,  are  as  bad  as  the 
caufeways,  and  totter  as  a  carriage  paiTes  over. 

That 
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That  the  Icgiflature  of  Maryland  can  be  fo 
inadtive,  and  not  tal;e  feme  fteps  to  repair 
this,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  roads  in  the 
ilate,  the  great  road  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
the  high  road  to  the  City  of  Wafliington,  is 
moil  wonderful ! 


,:f-    ■'_       •.  .!  I 


-i<»»4 


-^^.<.^> 


■fia'wl 


■f- 


i4M  '  ■ 


iii-4 


0-rfeth  i 


l>i  '?s 


■-"^': 


r-* 


r 


w 


4' 


^  .-.^ 


r  49  ] 


n 
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Foitndaim  of  the  City  of  Wafiington — Net 
readily  agreed  to  by  different  States. — Choice 
of  the  Ground  left  to  General  Wafiiugton, 
— Circumjiances  to  he  confidered  in  chifing  the 
Ground* — 'The  Spot  fixed  upon,  central  to  all 
the  States, — Alfo  remarkably  advantageoufiy 
fituated  for  Trade. — Nature  of  the  Back 
Cowitry  Trade. — Summary  View  of  the  prin- 
cipal Trading  Tor-"^  in  the  United  States,—^ 
Their  profperify  ji.  n  to  depend  en  the  Back 
Country  Trade,—  j.:  iption  of  the  Pa- 
towmac  River — Ls  ConneBion  ivith  other 
Rimers  pointed  out. — Prodigious  Extent  rf 
the  Water  Communication  from  JVaJhington 
City  in  all  P):reBions. — Country  likdy  to 
trade  immediately  ivith  WafLnngton. — Situa^ 
tion  of  TVaJhington. — Plan  of  the  City. — 
Public  Buildings. — Some  begun,  others  pro'^ 
jcBed, — Capital  Prtfdcnfs,  Ploife. — Hotel, 
— Stone  and  other  building  Mat et^ials  found 
in  the  Neighbourhood. — Private  Hoifes  and 
Inhabitants  at  prrfent  in  the  City.^ — Dif-^ 
jcrent  Op:- ions  rcfpedliiig  the  future  Great- 
nefs  of  the  City. — bnpedlviciits  thro'ivn  in  the 
Way   of  its  hnprovement^ — IV hat  has  given 
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Waflur.jjtor,  November. 
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prefsly  defigned  for  being  the  metropolis  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  feat^bf  the  federal 
government.  In  the  year  1800  the  congrefs 
is  to  meet  there  for  the  firft  time.  As  the 
foundation  of  this  city  has  attra<^ed  the  at- 
tention of  fo  many  people  in  Europe,  and  as 
fiich  very  different  opinions  are  entertained 
about  it,  I  fiiall,  in  the  following  pages,  give 
you  a  brief  account  of  its  rife  and  progrefs. 

Shortly  after  the  clofe  of  the  American 
war,  confiderable  numbers  of  the  Pennlylva- 
nian  line,  or  of  the  militia,  wi^h  arms  in 
their  hands,  furrounded  the  hall  in  which  the 
congrefs  was  aflemblcd  at  Philadelphia,  and 
with  vehement  menaces  inlifted  upon  imme- 
diate appropriations  of  money  being  made  to 
difcharge  the  large  arrears  due  to  them  for 
their  paft  fcrvices.  The  members,  alarmed 
at  fuch  an  outrage,  refolved  to  quit  a  flate 
in  which  they  met  with  infult  inftead  of  pro- 
tcdion,  and  quickly  adjourned  to  New  York, 
where  the  feflion  was  terminated.  A  (hort 
time  afterwards,  the  propriety  was  ftrongly 
urged  in  congrefs,  of  fixing  upon  fome  place 
for  the  meeting  of  the  legiflature,  and  for  the 
feat  of  the  general  government,  which  fliould 
be  fubjedl  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
congrefs  alone,  in  order  that  the  members,  in 
future,  might  not  have  to  depend  fur  their  per- 
fonal  fafety,  and  for  their  freedom  of  deli  be •» 
ration,  upon  the  good  or  bad  police  of  any  in- 
dividual 
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dividual  ftate.      This   idea  of  making    the: 
place,  which  ihould  be  chofen  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legiflature,  independent  of  the  parti- 
cular ftate  to  which  it  might  belong,  was  fur-: 
ther  corroborated  by  the  following  argument : 
That  as  the   feveral  ftatcs  in  the  union  were 
in  fome  meafurc  rivals  to  each  other,  although 
conneded  together  by  certain  ties,  if  any  one 
of  them  was  fixed  upon  for  the  feat  of  the  ge- 
neral government  in  preference,  and  thus  raifed 
to  a  ftate  of  pre-eminence,  it  might  perhaps 
be  the  occafion  of  great  jealoufy  amongft  the 
others.     Every  perfon  was  convinced  of  the 
expediency  of  prefcrving   the  union  of  the 
ftates  entire ;  it  was  apparent,  therefore,  that 
the  greateft  precautions  ought  to  be  taken  to 
remove  every  fource  of  jealouly  from  amongft 
them,  which  might  tend,  though  remotely,  to 
produce  a  feparation.     In  fine,  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  that  the  feat  of  government 
fhould  be  made  permanent,  as  the  removal  of 
the  public  offices  and  the  archives  from  place 
to  place  could  not  but  be  attended  with  many 
and  very  great  inconveniences.     ^  •<  • 

However,  notwithftanding  this  meafurc  ap- 
peared to  be  beneficial  to  the  intercft  of  the 
union  at  large,  it  was  not  until  after  the  rc^ 
volution,  by  whicl;x  the  prefent  federal  con- 
Aitution  was  eftablifhed,  that  it  was  acceded 
to  on  the  part  of  all  the  ftates.      Pennfyl- 
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vania  in  jparticular»  confcious  of  her  being  a 
principal  and  central  ftate,  and  therefore  likely 
to  be  made  the  feat  of  government  if  this 
nsvv  project  was  not  carried  into  execution, 
w?is  fcremoft  in  the  oppofltion.  At  lail  (he 
complied  J  but  it  was  only  on  condition  that 
the  congrefs  fliould  meet  at  Philadelphia  until 
the  new  city  was  ready  for  its  reception,  flat- 
tering herfelf  that  there  would  be  fo  many  ob- 
jeiitions  afterwards  to  the  removal  of  the  feat 
of  government,  and  fo  many  difficulties  in 
putting  the  projedt  into  execution,  that  it 
would  finally  be  relinquifhed.  To  the  difcri- 
minating  judgment  of  General  Wafliington, 
then  prefident,  it  was  left  to  determine  upon 
the  fpot  beft  calculated  for  the  federal  city. 
After  mature  deliberation  he  fixed  upon  a 
fituation  on  the  banks  of  the  Patowmac  River, 
a  fituation  which  fcems  to  be  marked  out  by 
nature,  not  only  for  a  large  city,  but  ex- 
prcfsly  for  the  feat  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
United  States.  :.m.  /:.    ■  ^.v-f^vn 

'■  In  the  choice  of  the  fpot,.  there  were  two 
principal  confiderations  :  Firft,  that  it  fliould 
be  as  central  as  pofiible  in  refpedt  to  every 
flate  in  the  union  ;  fecondly,  that  it  fliould  be 
advantugeoufly  fituated  for  commerce,  without 
which  it  could  not  be  expected  tliat  the  city 
would  ever  be  diilinguifhed  for  fize  or  fcr 
fplcndouri    and  it  was  to  be  Hip  ruled,  th.ai; 

-£},.'■, ^^9^-   ^'-^-  ^-'^^--11   ■.^.--   r^-^  ■--  ^T^       the 
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ihs  people  of  the  United  States  woald  be  de- 
sirous of  having  the  metropolis  of  the  coun- 
try as  magnificent  as  it  pofilbly  could  be. 
Thefe  two  eifential  points  are  moll  happily 
combined  in  the  fpot  which  has  bciin 
choien.  -if-J  ?»•  ■ff'^r^-'t  .-^^-/r .A  ,>-'\va7  *..»:.";  i 
The  northern  and  fouthern  extremities  of 
the  United  States  are  in  46°  and  31"  north  la- 
titude. The  latitude  of  the  new  city  is  38"  53' 
north ;ro that  it  is  within  twenty-three  minutcs^ 
of  being  exadly  between  the  two  extremities. 
In  no  part  of  North  America  either  is  there  a 
port  fituated  fo  far  up  the  country  to  the  weft- 
ward,  excepting  what  belongs  to  Great  Britain 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  its  diftance  from 
the  ocean  being  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  and 
eighty  miles.  A  more  central  fituation  could 
certainly  have  been  fixed  upon,  by  going  fur- 
ther to  the  weftward;  but  had  this  been  done, 
it  muft  have  been  an  inland  one,  which  would 
have  been  very  unfavourable  for  trade.  The 
fizC  of  all  towns  in  America  has  hitherto  been 
proportionate  to  their  trade,  and  particularly 
to  that  carried  on  with  the  b;ick  fettlemcnts. 
This  trade  confiils  in  fupplying  the  people  of 
the  wellern  parts  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
back  leitlemencs,  with  certain  articles  of  fo- 
reign manufadure,  which  they  do  not  lind  any 
intercft  in  Fabricating  for  themfelves  at  pre- 
fcntj  nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofcd  that  they  will, 
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for  many  years  to  come,   while  land  remains 

■  cheap,  arid  thefe  articles  can  be  inn  ported  and 
fent  to  them  ort  reafonable  terms.  The  articles 
chiefly  in  demand  confift  of  hardware,  woollen 
cloths,  figured  cottons,  hofiery,  haberdafliery, 
earthen  ware,  &c.  &c.  from  England;  coffee, 
rum,  fugar*,  from  the  Weft  Indies  j  tea,  coarfe 
muflins,  and  calicoes,  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 

-  In  return  for  thefe  articles,  the  people  of  the 
back  fettlements  fend  down  for  exportation 
the  various  kinds  of  produce  which  the  coun- 
try affords  :  wheat  and  flour,  furs,  (kins,  rice, 
indigo,  tobacco,  pitch,  tar,  &c.  &c.     It  is  very 

"  evident,  therefore,  that  the  beft  fituation  for  a 

'trading  town  muft  be  upon  a  long  navigable 

river,  fo  that  the  town  maybe  open  to  the  fea, 

%rtd  thus  enabled  to  carry  on  a  foreign  trade, 

"  and  at  the  fame  time  be  enabled,  by  means  of 
an  extenfivc  water  communication  in  an  op- 

*  pofite  direftion,  to  trade  with  the  diftant  parts 
of  the  country.  None  of  the  inland  towns 
have  as  yet  increafed  to  a  great  fize.  Lan- 
talter,  which  is  the  large  ft  in  all  America,  con- 
tains only  nine  hundred  houfes,  and  it  is  nearly 

•double  the  fize  of  any  other  inland  one. 
Neither  do  the  fea-port  towns  flourifli,  which 

'  arc  not  well  lituated  for  carrying  on  an  inland 
ii^U'jidthjd.jLb  'iv  juw  j^n..  ; ■;  i/^ii^^^' trade 

•»  Sugar !    not  fent  very  far  back  mto  the  couiuryi  as  it  h 
,  ftocufcj  ut  much  le!s  v-xfcnce  from  the  maple- tree. 
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trade  at  the  fame  time.  The  truth  of  this 
pofitioa  muft  appear  obvious,  on  taking  furvey 
of  the  principal  towns  in  the  United  States,  ji 

To  begin  with  Bofton,  the  largeft  town 
north  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  oldeft  in 
the  United  States.  Though  it  has  a  moft-  ex- 
cellent harbour,  and  has  always  been  inhabited 
by  an  enterprizing  induftrious  fet  of  people,  yet 
it  is  now  inferior,  both  in  fize  and  commerce, 
to  Baltimore,  which  was  little  more  than  the 
refidence  of  a  few  fifliermen  thirty  years  ago  j 
and  this,  becaufe  there  is  no  river  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood navigable  for  more  than  feven  miles, 
and  the  weftern  parts  of  the  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufets,  of  which  it  is  the  capital,  can  be 
fupplifd  with  commodities,  carried  up  the 
North  River,  on  much  better  terms  thariHf 
the  fame  commodities  were  fent  by  land  car- 
riage from  Bofton.  Neither  does  Bofton  in- 
creafe  by  any  means  in  the  fame  proportion 
as  the  other  towns,  which  have  an  extenfive 
trade  with  the  people  of  the  back  fettlements. 
For  the  fame  caufe  we  do  not  find  that  any 
of  the  fea-port  or  other  towns  in  Rhode  Ifland 
and  Connefticut  are  increafing  very  faft  {  on 
the  contrary,  Newport,  the  capital  of  the  ftate 
of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  which  has  a  harbour  that 
is  boafted  of  as  being  one  of  the  beft  through- 
out the  United  States,  is  now  falling  to  decay. 
Newport  contains  about  one  thoufand  houfes ; 
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none  of  the  other  towns  between  Bofton  and 
New  York  contain  more  than  five  hundred. 

We  now  come  to  New  York,  which  enjoys 
the  double  advantages  of  an  excellent  harbour 
and  a  large  navigable  river,  which  opens  a  com- 
munication   with  the   interior   parts  of  the 
country  J  and  here  we  find  a  flourifhing  city, 
containing  forty  thoufand   -  inhabitants,  and 
increafing  beyond    every   calculation.      The 
North  or  Hudfon  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which 
New  York  flands,  is  navigable  from  thence  for 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  large  vefiels, 
and   in  floops  of  eighty  tons  burthen  as  far 
as  Albany;  fmaller  ones  go  flill  higher.  About 
nine  miles  above  Albany,  the  Mohawk  River 
falls  into  the  Hudfon,    by  means  of  which, 
"^PUj^d  Creek,  Lake  Oneida,  and  Ofwego  River, 
a  communication  is  opened  with  Lake  Ontario. 
In  this  route  there  are  feveral  portages,  but  it 
is  a  route  which  is  much  frequented,  and 
numbers  of  boats  are  kept  employed  upon  it, 
in  carrying  goods  whenever  the  fnafon  is  not 
too  dry.     In  long  droughts  the  waters  fall  fo 
much,  that  oftentimes  there  is  not  fulhcient 
to  float  an  empty  boat.    AH  thefe  obflrudions 
however  may,  and  will  one  day  or  other,  be 
remedied  by  the  hand  of  art.     Ofwego  river, 

before  it  falls  into  Lake  Ontario,  communi- 

•  lu  M'»*  M»*> V  »" '' wj  catcs 

*  Six  inhabitants  may  be  reckoned  f'or  every  hoife  in  the 
United  Stages, 
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cates  with  the  Seneka  river,  which  affords  in 
fuccefiion  an  entrance  into  the  lakes  Oiyuga, 
Seneka,  and  Canadaqua.  Lake  Senekd,  the 
largeft,  is  about  forty  miles  in  length  -,  upon 
it  there  is  a  fchooner- rigged  veflel  of  feventy 
tons  burthen  conflantly  employed.  The  Ihores 
of  thefe  lakes  are  more  thickly  fettled  than 
the  other  part  of  the  adjacent  country,  but  the 
population  of  the  v/hole  track  lying  between 
the  rivers  Genefee  and  Hudfon,  which  are 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  apart,  is  ra- 
pidly increafing.  All  this  country  weft  of  the 
Hudfon  River,  together  with  that  to  the  eaft, 
comprehending  the  back  parts  of  the  flates  of 
Mafiachufets  and  Connecticut,  and  alfo  the 
entire  of  the  flate  of  Vermont,  are  fuppli^Ji 
with  European  manufadures  and  Weft  Indian 
produce,  &c.  &c.  by  way  of  New  York ;  not 
diredly  from  that  city,  but  from  Albany, 
Hudfon,  and  other  towns  on  the  North  River, 
which  trade  with  Nev/  York,  and  which  are 
intermediate  places  for  the  depolit  of  g  ;ids 
paffing  to,  and  coming  from  the  back  country. 
Albany,  indeed,  is  now  beginning  herfelf  to 
import  goods  from  the  V/efl  Indies  j  but  ftill 
the  bulk  of  her  trade  is  with  New  York. 
Nothing  can  ferve  more  to  fliew  the  advan- 
tages which  accrue  to  any  town,  from  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  back  country,  than  the  fud- 
dcn  progrefs  of  thefc  fecondary  places  of  trade 
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Upon  the  North  River.  At  Albany,  the  num- 
ber of  houfes  is  increafing  as  fall:  as  at  New 
York  ;  at  prefent  there  are  upwards  of  eleven 
hundred;  and  in  Hudfon  city,  which  was  only 
laid  out  in  the  year  1783,  there  are  now  more 
than  three  hundred  and  twenty  dwellings. 
This  city  is  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  North  River, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  above  its  mouth. 
By  means  alfo  of  the  North  River  and  Lake 
Champlain,a  trade  is  carried  on  with  Montreal 
in  Canada. 

But  to  go  on  with  the  furvey  of  the  towns 
to  ihe  fouthward.  In  New  Jerfey,  we  find 
Amboy,  fituated  at  the  head  of  Raritan  Bay, 
a  bay  not  inferior  to  any  throughout  the  United 
States,  I'he  grcateft  encouragements  alio 
have  been  held  out  by  the  ftate  legiflaturc,  to 
merchants  who  would  fettle  there ;  but  the 
town,  notwithftanding,  remains  nearly  in  the 
ftate  it  was  in  at  the  time  of  the  revolution : 
fixty  houfes  are  all  that  it  contains.  New 
Brunfwick,  which  is  built  on  Raritan  River, 
about  fifteen  miles  above  its  entrance  into  the 
bay,  carries  on  a  fmall  inland  trade  with  the  ad- 
jacent country ;  but  the  principal  part  of  New 
Jerfey  is  naturally  fupplied  with  foreign  ma- 
nufadtures,  by  New  York  on  the  one  fide,  and 
by  Philadelphia  on  the  other,  the  towns  moll 
happily  fituated  for  the  purpofe.  There  are 
about  two  hundred  houfes  in  New  Brunfwick, 
...   .  and 
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and  about  the  fame  number  in  Trenton  on 
Delaware,  the  capital  of  the  ftate.  ^H  1'^   lad 

Philadelphia,  the  largeft  town  in  the  union, 
has  evidently  been  raifed  to  that  ftate  of  pre- 
eminence by  her  extenfive  inland  commerce. 
On  one  fide  is  the  river  Delaware,  which  is 
navigable  in  floops  for  thirty-five  miles  above 
the  town,  and  in  boats  carrying  eight  or  nine 
tons  one  hundred  miles  further.  On  the 
other  fide  is  the  Schuylkill,  navigable,  except- 
ing at  the  falls,  for  ninety  miles.  But  the 
country  bordering  upon  thefe  rivers,  is  but  a 
trifling  part  of  that  which  Philadelphia  trades 
with.  Goods  are  forwarded  to  Harriiburgh, 
a  town  fituated  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and 
from  thence  fent  up  that  river,  and  difperfed 
throughout  the  adjoining  country.  The 
eafiern  branch  of  Sufquehannah  is  navigable 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  above  Har- 
rilburgh.'  This  place,  which  in  1786  fcarcely 
deferved  the  name  of  a  village,  now  contains 
upwards  of  three  hundred  houfes.  By  land  car- 
riage Philadelphia  alfo  trades  with  the  weftern 
parts  of  Pennfylvania,  as  far  as  Pittlburg  it- 
felf,  which  is  on  the  Ohio,  with  the  back  of 
Virginia,  and,  ftrange  to  tell,  with  Kentucky, 
feven  hundred  miles  diftant. 

Philadelphia,  however,  does  not  enjoy  the 
exclufive  trade  to  Virginia  and  Kentucky; 
Baltimore,    which  lies  more   to  the   fouth, 
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comes  in  for  a  conliderablc  Oiarc,  if  not  for 
the  greatcft  part  of  it,  and  to  tJiat  is  in- 
debted for  iier  {l.idden  rife,  and  her  great  fii- 
periority  over  Annapolis,  the  capital  of  Mary- 
land. Annapolis,  although  it  has  a  good 
harbour,  and  was  made  a  port  of  entry  as 
long  ago  as  the  year  1694,  has  fcarcely  any 
trade  now.  Baltimore,  fituated  more  in  the 
heai^t  of  the  country,  has  gradually  drawn  it 
all  away  from  her.  From  Baltimore  nearly 
the  entire  of  Maryland  is  furnifhed  with  Eu- 
ropean  manufactures.  The  very  flourishing 
ilate  of  this  place  has  already  been  men- 
tioned. ,       ,     ^,     ,.       .,  ,    . :,;. 

As  the  Patowmac  rivefj  and  the  towns 
upon  it,  are  to  come  more  particularly  under 
notice  afterwards,  we  may  from  hence  pals 
on  to  the  other  towns  in  Virgmia.  With  re- 
gard to  Virginia,  however,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
fervcd,  that  the  impolitic  laws  *  which  have 
been  enaded  in  that  ftate  have  thrown  a 
great  damp  upon  trade  j  the  Virginians  too 
have  always  been  more  difpofed  towards  agri- 
culture than  trade,  fo  that  the  towns  in  that 
ftate,  fome  of  which  are  moft  advantageoufly 
fituated,  have  never  increafed  as  they  would 
have  done,  had  the  country  been  inhabited  by 
a  different  kind  of  people,  and  had  different 
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laws  confequently  exifted;  flill  however  we 
fliall  find  that  the  mofl  flourilhing  towns  in 
the  ftate,  are  thole  which  are  open  to  the  fea, 
and  fituated  moft  conveniently  at  the  fame 
time  for  trading  with  the  people  of  the  back 
country.  On  Rappahannock  River,  for  in- 
ftance,  Tappahannock  or  Hobb's  Hole  was 
laid  out  at  the  fame  time  that  Philadelphia 
was.  Frederickfourgh  was  built  many  years 
afterwards  on  the  fame  river,  but  thirty  miles 
higher  up,  and  at  the  head  of  that  part  of  i^ 
which  was  navigable  for  fea  veiTels ;  the  con^ 
fequence  of  this  has  been,  tliat  Frederickf- 
burgh,  from  being  fituated  more  in  the  heart 
of  the  country,  is  now  four  times  as  large  a 
town  as  Hobb's  Hole.     . ,,.,  •  _^  ,;.,.  [■.^.  -^  . .  ^^  ^. 

York  River,  from  running  fo  clolely  to 
James  River  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Rap- 
pahannock on  the  other,  does  not  afford  a 
good  fituation  for  a  large  town.  The  largeit 
town  upon  it,  which  is  York,  only  contains 
kventy  houlcSc       /  .    ' 

Williamlburgh  was  formerly  tlie  capital 
of  the  ftate,  and  contains  about  four  hundred 
houfes  J  but  inftead  of  increafing,  this  town  is 
going  to  ruin,  and  numbers  of  tlic  houfes  at 
prefent  are  uninhabited,  which,  is  evidently 
on  account  of  its  inland  fituation.  There 
is  no  navigable  ftream  nearer  to  it  than  one 
mile  and  a  half,    and  this  is  only   a  fmall 

creek. 
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creek,  which  nins  into  James  River.  Rich- 
mond, on  the  contrary,  which  is  the  prefent 
capital  of  the  ftate,  has  increafed  very  faft,  be- 
caufe  it  (lands  on  a  large  navigable  river;  yet 
Richmond  is  no  more  than  an  intermediate 
place  for  the  dcpofit  of  goods  pafiing  to  and 
irom  the  back  country,  veffels  drawing  more 
than  fevcn  feet  water  being  unable  to  come 
up  to  the  town. 

The  principal  place  of  trade  in  Virginia 
is  Norfolk.     This  town  has  a  good  harbour, 
and  is  enabled  to  trade  with  the  upper  parts 
of  the  country,  by  means  of  James  River, 
near  the  mouth  of  which  it  ftands.     By  land 
alfo  a  brifk  trade  is  catrried  on  with  the  back 
parts  of  North  Carolina,  for  in  that  ftate  there 
are  no  towns  of  any  importance.     The  en- 
trance from  the  fea  into  the  rivers  in  that 
ftate,  are  all  impeded  by  (hoals  and  fand  banks, 
none  of  which  afford  more  than  eleven  feet 
water,  and  the  paflage  over  fome  of  them  is 
very  dangerous  from  the  fand  Shifting.     Wil- 
mington, which  is  the  greateft  place  of  trade 
in   it,    contains  only  two  hundred  and  fifty 
houfcs.     In  order  to  carry  on  their  trade  to 
North  Carolina  to  more  advantage,  a  canal  is 
now  cutting  acrofs  the  Difmal  Swamp,  from 
Norfolk  into  Albemarle  Sound,  by  means  of 
the  rivers  that  empty  into   which,   a  water 
tommunicatloii  will  be  opened  to  the  remote 
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parts  df  that  ftate.     Added  to  this,  Norfolk, 
from  its  contiguity  to  the  Difmal  Swamp,  is 
enabled  to  lupply  the  Weft  Indian  market 
with  lumber  on  better  terms  than  any  other 
town  in  the   United  States.     It   is  in  con- 
fequencc  increafing  with  wonderful  rapidity, 
notwithftanding  the  difadvantages  it  labours 
under  from  the  laws,  which  are  fo  inimical  to 
commerce.     At  prefent   it  contains  upwards 
of  five  hundred  houfes,  which  have  all  been 
built  within  the  laft  twenty  years,  for  in  the 
year  1776  the  town  was  totally  deftroycd  hy 
orders  of  Lord  Dunmore,  then  regal  governor 
of  Virginia,    .i.:,;-  ;- 

Moft  of  the  rivers  in  South  Carolina  are 
obftrudled  at  their  mouths,  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  in  North  Caroh'na;  atCharlelii 
ton,  however,  there  is  a  fafe  and  commo- 
dious harbour.  From  having  fuch  an  ad- 
vantage, this  town  commands  nearly  the  en- 
tire trade  of  the  ftate  in  which  it  is  fituated, 
as  well  as  a  confidenble  portion  of  that  of 
North  Carolina.  Tlie  confequence  is,  that 
Charlefton  ranks  ar,  the  fourth  commercial 
town  in  the  union.  There  are  two  rivers 
which  diiembogue  on  each  fide  of  the  town. 
Cooper,  and  Alhlcy  j  thefe  are  navigable,  but 
not  for  a  very  great  diftance ;  however,  from 
Cooper  River  a  canal  is  to  be  cut  to  the 
bantcc,  a  large  navigable  river   which  runs 


:-i 


^4     TRAVELS  THROUGH  I^GRTH- AMERICA: 
jic^tifiderableway  Up  the  country,  -  Charlcf- 
t6n  has  unfottunately  been  almofl:  totally ^de- 
ftroycd  by  fire  of  late,  bat  it  is  rebuilding  vety 
h^t  and  wiii  moft  probably  in  a  few  yeafs  be 
larger  than  ever,    •'■min^. .jiitmin^j'MMtK. m'^j- 
.i4^  The  view  that  has  been  taken  fo  faris  fuffi- 
cient  to  demonfcrate,  that  the  profperity  of 
the  towns  in  the  Unir.ed  States  is  dependant 
upon  their  trade,  and  principally  upon  th;U 
which  is  carried  on  with  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country  ;  and  aho,  that  thofe  towns  which 
are  moll  conveniently  fituated.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying-  on  tliis  inland  trade,  are  thoic 
which   enjoy  the  greatcit  ihare  of  it.     It  is 
povv  time  to  examine  more  ;particularly  how 
far  the  fituation  of  the  federal  >city  is  favour- 
able, or  ether  wile,  for  commerce  :   to  do  lb, 
it  will  be  r.L^cefiarv,  in  the  i'ir.i\  place,  to  tnuj 
the  CQurfc  of  the  Patowmac  River,  on  which 
it  ft?nfll{>aiid  ;dfo  that  of  the  rivers  with  which 
it  ir.  conne(i:lcd.'^i-*..'-^fi    •  ioa.    -w         ■fH>>:' 
>    The  Patovvnric  takes  Uk  rife  on  the  north- 
wcil  lide  of  Allegh.my  Mountains,  and  iifr. ' 
lu-nniijg  in  a  meandering  direction  tor  unwarts 
gt  four  hundred  miles,  falls  into  the  Chefajxak 
liay.     At  its  confluence  with  the  bay  ir  i 
feven  miles  and  a  half  wide;  about  thirty  mil  ; 
higher,    at  Nominy   Bay,  iom  and  a  hai!  ; 
at  Aquia,  three  ;  at  Ilallowiufjj  Point,  one  .^i  f. 
'  a  half;  and  at  Alexaadriai  and  froai  thcncj  i> 
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file  federal  ci^,  itls  one  mile  and  quarter  wide. 
The  depth  of  water  at  its  mouth  is  feven  fe- 
thoihs  5  at  St.  George's  Ifland,  five  j  at  Alex- 
andria, four ;  and  from,  thence  to  Walhingtoni 
feven  miles  diftant,  three  fathoms.  The  na- 
vigation of  the  Patowmac,  from  the  Ghefapeak 
Bay  to  therity;  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
didant,  is  remarkable  fafe,  and  fo  piain  that 
aiiy  navigator  of  common  abilities,  that  has 
once  failed  tip  the  rivcr^  might  venture  to 
take  up  a  veflcl  drawing  tv/elve  feet  water 
without  a  pilot.  This  could  not  be  faid  of 
-any  other  river  on  the  continent,  from  the 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  Mifiiffippi.  In  its  courfc 
it  receives  feveral  large  ftreamis,  the  principal 
one  of  which  falls  in  at  the  federal  city. 
This  river  is  called  the  Eaftcrn  Branch  of 
the  Patowmac  ?  but  it  fcarccly  defer ves  that 
name,  as  it  extends  no  more  than  thirty  miles 
up  the  country.  At  its  mouth  it  is  nearly 
as  wide  as  the  main  branch  of  the  rivec,  and 
clofe  to  the  city  the  water  is  in  many  places 
thirty  feet  deep.  Thoufand«  of  veflels  might 
lie  here,  and  iheltered  from  all  danger,  arifing 
cither  from  fre/lKs,orfrom  ice  upon  the  break- 
ing up  of  a  fevere  winter.  Thus  it  appears 
tliat  the  federal  city  is  poflclTed  of  one  eilential 
qualitication  for  making  it  a  place  of  impor- 
tance,  namely,  a  good  harbour,  from  which 
there  is  a  ready  paflage  to  the  ocean  -,  it  will 
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alfo  appear  that  it  is  well  fituated  far  traciing 
with  the  interior  parts  of  the  coumryj,,q,,,, 
--oThe   water   ia  the   Patowmac   continues 
nearly  the  iame  depth  that  it  is  oppofite  to  the 
city  for,  one  mile  higher,  where  a  large  rock 
riies  up  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  on  each 
fide  of  which  there  are  fand^banks.     It  is  faid 
that  there  is  a  deep  channel  between  this  rock 
and  the  ihore,  but  it  is  fo  intricate  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  attempt  to  take  a  large 
veffel  through  it.     The  navigation,  however, 
is  fafe  to  the  little  falls  for  river  craft,  five 
miles  further  on;  here  a  canal,  which  extends 
two  miles  and  a  half,  the  length  of  thefe  falls 
or  rapids,  has  been  cut  and  perfedted,  which 
opens  a  free  paiTage  for  boats  as  far  as  the 
great  falls,  which  are  feven  miles  from  the 
others*     The  defcent  of  the  river  at  tliefe  ib 
feventy-fix  feet  in  a  mile  and  a  quarter;  but 
it  is  intended  to  make  another  canal  hert 
alio;  a  part  of  it  is  already  cut,  and  every  exer- 
tion  is  making  to  have  the  whole  completeti 
with  expedition  *.    From  hence  to  Fort  Cum 
berland,   one  hundred  and  ninety- one  mik^ 
above  the  federal  city,  there  is  a  free  naviga- 
*tlon,  and  boats  are  continually  pafling  up  and 
?idown.     Beyond  this,  the  paffagc  in  the  rive: 
;'  is  obilrudted  in  numerous  places ;  but  there  i 

*  For  a  further  defcription  of  theft  Falls  fee  Lcttci  XXXI. 
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^  f»'offibiIity  of  oj!)ening  it/  and  a«  (hoh  as  the 
company  formed  for  the  pu'rpc^fe  haVe  fiiffi^i. 
cient  funds,  it  <vill  certainly  be  done.  From 
the  place  up  to  which  it  is  averted  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Patowmac  can  be  opened,  the 
diftance  acrofs  land  to  Cheat  River  is  onlv 
thirty- feven  mile 3.  This  laft  river  is  not  at 
prefent  navigatrle  for  more  than  fifty  miles 
above  its  mouth  j  but  it  can  be  rendered  fo 
for  boats,  and  fo  far.  up  that  there  will  only  be 
the  fhort  portage  that  I  have  mentioned  be- 
tween the  navigable  waters  of  the  two  rivers. 
Things  are  only  great  or  fmall  by  comparifort> 
and  a  portage  of  thirty-feven  miles  will 
be  thought  a  very  (hort  otte,  when  found 
to  be  the  only  interruption  to.  an  inland  navi- 
gation of  upwards  of  tuo  thouliind  hvGw  huh^ 
dred  miles,  of  which  two  thoufand  one  hun- 
tlred  and  eighty^- three  aMC  down  flream'.  Cheat 
Rivet"  is  two  hundred  yards  wide  at  its  mouth, 
and  falls  into  the  Monongahela,  which  runs 
on  to  Pittfourgh,  and  there  receives  the  AU 
icghany  River;  united  thejr  form  the  Ohio, 
which  after  a  courfe  of  one  thoufand  one 
iiundred  and  eighty-three  miles,  during  which 
It  receives  twenty*-four  other  confidcrable 
rivers,  iomeof  them  fix  hundred  yards  wide  at 
the  moutfi,  and  navigable  for  hundreds  of 
miles  up  the  country,  empties  itfelf  into  the 

Miffiffippi,  :''tl.r.Vfl,>'^r«r..'Jrjr«riy.iMinuiCiaV  * 
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S'^  If'  ive  ^triee  the  water  commuMcation  ia 
^ri'dppofite'^ttt6tiorir  it^  p)^odigious  extent  will 
he  &,  Ml->  gi*eatcrifQb;e<a  cf  aftoniftiment. 
-Fj^aCcehdingthe^'AUef^hany  River  from  Pittf- 
Ikirgh  as  far  ais  Frendi  Creek,  and  afterwards 
this  latterdreanft,  y&«  come  to  Fort  le  Boeuf. 
\rhis  place  is  within  fifteen  *niks  of  Prefqu* 
Ifle,  a  town  fituated  upon  Lake  Eric,  which 
has  a  harbour  capable  of  admitting  veffcls 
drawing  nine  feet  Water.  O^  you  may  get 
tjpbh  the  lake  by  afcendin^thei  Great  Miami 
•Rfver,  which  falh  into  the  Ohio  five  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  below  Pittflmrgh;  From  the 
'Great  Miami  there  is  a  portage  of  nine  milef« 
t)nly  to  Sandoiky  River,  which  runs  into 
Lake  Erie.  It  is  moft  probable,  however, 
that  whatever  intfercourfe  there  may  be  be- 
tween the  lakes  and  the  federal  city,  it  will 
bckept  tip  by  hicans  of  tho  AUdghany  River 
and  Frerttrh  Creek,  father  thari  by  the  Miami, 
~6M  In  the  l*ft-ietfe''it  WOtilild  bfe  Miecefikry  to 
tom^t  dgiinft  thfe  ftream  of  tht  Ohio  for 
fiv^  huhdred  a^nd  fifty  milcs,a  veryferiousob- 
jei^rofcbnfidcratrorii*'''^*^  -'^  ^i^i  iii*ii»  ohi^j 
"^ 'Lake  Ei^e  ii^  three  hundred-iriiles  in  length. 
'and*ninfety-irx  bitfadthj  and  there  is  a  free  coni- 
^iiifnieati6n  'bet\<^n  it,  Liike  Huton,  and 
Kaike  Mic^higftn^;  Lake  Huron  is  upwards  ol 
dfic  thouftiid  itiiJe^' i*  cir<Jumfcrence  ;  Michi- 
■^nis  Ibftiewhit  fmaller.  Numbers  of  large 
VD'iib'U'jd  r  H  river? 
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rivers  fall  into  thefe  lakeSi    afwr    hawng 
w^ateredimmenfe  tra<ft$ofcotinti7  in  various 
direftions.    Some  of  thefe  rivers  too  are  coivr 
neded  in  a  moft  fingular  manner  with  others, 
which  run  in  a  courfe  totally  different.     For 
inftance,  after  pafling  over  the  Lakes  Erie,  St. 
Clair,  and  Michigan,  to  the.  head  of  Puan's 
Bay,  you  come  to  Fox  River;  from  hence 
there   is  a  portage   ot    three    miles  only  to 
Ouifconiing  River,  which  empties  itlelf  into 
the  Mifliflippij  and  in  the  fall  of  theyear,wheii 
the  waters  are  high,  and  the  rivers  overflow, 
it  is  oftentimes  podilble  to  pafs  from  Fox  River 
to  Ouifconjfmg  River  without  ever  getting  out 
of  a  canoe.     Thus,  excepting  a  portage  of 
three  miles  only  at  the  moll^  it  is  poffible.  to 
go  the  whole  way  hy  water  from  PrefquMfl^, 
on  Lake. Erie,,  to  New  .Oi?lean$,  at  the  niqutU 
of  the  Mi^iBppit  A  didaace  lof  near.  foi,ir  tho^^ 
fand  miles./  <  It  wopldx  he  an  cpdieiji,  ta%.  to 
i^ace  the  water  communicatipn  .^  ^>^^y ;  <lf~ 
rcction.    By  a  portage  of  nirje  miles,  at,  the 
Falls  of  Niagara,  the  navigation  of. Lake  On- 
tario  and   the  St.  Lawrence  is   opened   on 
one  fide,  and  at  the  otlicr  that  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, by  a  ftiU  Ihorter  portage  at  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary.    This  lait  lake,  which  is  at  lead 
fifteen  hundred  miles  in  ciccucpferenqe^  i&  fup- 
plied  by  no  lefs   than  Ibrty  rivets;  J^nd  be- 
yond it  the  water  communKaMQA  ex^^nds  for 
■  ■[  F  3  humjrcd* 
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^r^ondreds  et  jniles  farther'  on,  through  th© 
^akeof  the  Woods  to  Lake  Wionipegji  which 
K  ftill  largiBf  than  that  of  Superior.    .  s  ; ;  j ij lu 

But  fuppofing  that  the  imnienfo  regions 
twrdering  upon  thefe  lakes  and  rivers  were 
already  peopled,  it  is  not  to  be  concluded,  that 
becaufe  they  are  connedted  by  water  with  the 
Patowmac,  the  federal  city  muft  necelTarily  be 
the  mart  for  the  .various  produd:ions  of  the 
whole  country.  There  are  different  fca  ports 
to  which  the  inhabitants  will  trade/according 
to  the  fituation  of  each  particular  part  of  the 
Country.  Quebec,  on  the  river  St,  Lawrence, 
will  be  one ;  Nev/  York,  conne(fied  as  ha-; 
been  (hewn  with  Lake  Ontario,  another;  and 
New  Orleans  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mifliflippi. 
which  by  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  has  been 
inade  a  free  port,  a  third.  The  federal  city 
will  come  in  alfo  lor  its  (hare,  and  what  this 
'fliate  will  be  it  now  remains  to  afccrtain. 
■^'  -^Situc^vtcd  upon  the  banks  of  the  Patowmac, 
■there  afe  already  two  towns,  and  both  in  the 
"Vicinity  >f  the  federal  city.  George  Town, 
•which  contains  dbout  two  hnndred  and  fifty 
houfes;  and  Alexandria,  with  double  the  num- 
'\itvi-  The  former  of  thefe  ftands  about  one 
hiilc  above  the  city,  nearly  oppofite  the  large 
Tick  i ft  the  river,  which  has  been  fpoken  ofj 
'the  lattiir,  fcveri  miles  below  it*  Confiderablc 
rttiantrties  of  produce  are  already  fcnt  down  the 
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Patowmae  to  each  of  thefc  towns,,and  thie 
people  ill  the  country  are  beginning  to  look 
thither  in  return  for  a  part  of  their  fupply  of 
foreign  manufadlurcs.  It  has  been  maintained, 
therefore,  that  thefe  two  places,  already   in 
the  practice  of  trading  with  the  back  fettlers, 
will  draw  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
trade  to  themfelves,   to  the   prejudice  of  the 
federal  city.     Both  thefe  towns  have  as  great 
advantages  in  point  of  lituation  as  the  city ; 
the  interefts  of  the  three  places  therefore  muil 
unqueitionably  for  a  time  clafh  together.     It 
can  hardly  be  doubted,  however,  but  that  the 
federal  city  will   in  a  few  years  completely 
eclipfe  the  other  two.  George  Town  can  fur- 
nifh  the  people  of  the  back  country  with  fo- 
reign manufadtures,  at  fecond  hand  only,  from 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia ;  Alexandria  im- 
ports directly  from  Europe,  but  on  a  very  con- 
traifted  fcale :  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
goods  which  are  fent  from  thence  to  the  back 
country  are  procured  in  the  fame  manner  as 
at  George  Town.     In  neither  place  are  there 
merchants  with  large  capitals  ;  nor  have  the 
banks,  of  which  there  is  one  in  each  town, 
futficient  funds  to  afford  them  much  affiftance; 
but   merchants  with  large  capitals  are  pre- 
paring to  move  to  the  city.     As  foon  alfo  as 
the  feat  of  government  is  fixed  there,  the  na- 
tional bank*  or  at  leart:  a  large  branch  of  it, 
.m*w.^'.'i  F4  will 
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vyUl-bf  e^j\l:^U(he4  at  the  fiuneitime;^  thi9  <5k-> 

ctip[jftaxi|C^  '^lOB?  will  I  aftbrd  the^peopl?  of, the 

cityi  a,  4eci4e4  advantage,  over  thofo  of  Alex^ 

ai^ria  aud', George, Town.      Added  to  all, 

both  theie.  towns,  are  m  the-  territory  of  Co* 

lumbia,  that  is,  in  the  diftrirSt  of  tea  miles 

round  the  city  which  is  to  be;  fubje(5i:  to  the 

laws  iifld  regulations  of  congrefs  jilone  j  it  may 

be,  therf fore^  that  encouragements  will   be 

held  out  hy  congrcfs  to  thofe  who  fettle  in  the 

city,  which  will  be  refufed  to  fuch  as  go  to 

any  other  part  of  the  territory.      Although 

Alexandria  and  George  Town,  then,  may  rival 

the  city  while  it  is  in  its  infancy,  yet  it  cannot 

be  imagined  that  either  of  the"*!  will  be  able 

to ;  cope  Ayith  it  ip  the  enc      The  probable 

trs^de.  of  tjie  city  may  for  this  reafon  be  fpoken 

of  aiSiiCncith^:  oftb^  other  places  exifted,. 

It  mag^^  t)jp  ^kqg,  for  gjranted,  in.  the  firfl: 

place,  that  J,l^e.>yhok  of  the.  cquntry  bordering 

iippn' thq  f  ai.tovymae  jiver,.  and  upon  tlipfe  rivers 

which  fall  in^p  it^  3vil),  tradp  with  the  pity  of 

Wafliingtoi).      In  tracing  the  courf^  pf  th? 

Patpwmac  ajl  thpfe  rivers  were  notenvui^eratcd; 

a  better  idea  pf  them  may  bcjiad  frpm  an  in- 

I'pedion  of  the  map. .    Shehanduaji,  which  is 

the  longetl,  is.;  ^pt  navigable, at  prcfejit ;  but 

It  has  beep  (urye^yed,  a^d  tl^e ,  cpmpapy ;  fqr 

im proving   thi;  .nayig4tlQr^,,pf  ,,tlie  Patpwmfic 

have  flatcd  tiiat.it  $:fin  b^  mijtis  fq^brone  hun- 

.'>  .  I  '  t  'I  dred 
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^ftd  miltsi  i^Thh^HivDnH  he  tdhiiii^  Vcry'tiear 
t<j  Stiuntdrj,' fcehthi'  the  Bhie  Mb't]fntkin$;4ind 
wh'itiU  is  ah'  th^  llTgh  rWiH  ftom'  Kentucky, 
and  from  the  new  ftate  of  TeneiTec',  to  the 
city  of  Philadelpliia.  Frankfort,  the  capital  of 
the  former  oft  hefe  ftates,  is  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred miles  from  Philadelphia;  Knoxville, 
that  of  the  other,  {Qven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight*  Both  thefe  towns  draw  their  fuppiies 
of  foreign  manufidures  from  Philadelphia,  and 
by  land  carriage.  Suppoling  then  that  the  na-^ 
yigation  of  the  Shenandoah  fhould  be  per- 
fedled,  there  woirid  be  a  favingof  four  hundred' 
and  thirty-fix  miles  of  land  carriage  from  going 
to  Wadilngton  by  the  Shenandoah  ai^  Pa- 
towmac  inftead  of  going  to  Philadelphia}  fiicU' 
a  faving,  it  might  be  inEiagintd,  would  dra^ 
the  whole  of  this  trade  to  Waihingtoh.  Whe-* 
ther  the  two  weftern  ftates,  Kentucky  and 
Teneffee,  will  trade  to  New  6rlfean'^  or  not,  ■ 
at  a  futureday^  in  preference  ttt 'any  of  thefc' 
places,  will  be  inveftigated  prefently.  '     ' V.  ^  >;  - 

By  means  of  Cheat  and  Monongahela  rivera 
it  has  been  (hewn,  that  an  opening  may  be 
obtained  to  Pittfburgh.  This  will  be  a  route 
of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Washington,  and  in  it  there  will  be  one  port- 
age, fro;  n  the  Patowmac  to  Cheat  River,  of 
thircy-fcveh  miles',  and  perhaps  two  or  three 
others  J  but  thefe  will  tie  all  V£ry  fmall..   It 
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has  been  afcertained  beyond  doubt,  that  the 
Pittfburgh  merchant  can  have  his  goods  con- 
veyed from  New  York,  by  means  of  the  Hiid- 
fon  and  Mohawk  rivers,  to  Ofwcgo,  and  from 
thence  by  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and  the 
Alleghany  Rive-,  to  Pittfburgh,  for  one  third 
of  the  fum  which  it  cofts  him  to  tranfport  them 
by  land  from  Philadelphia.   He  prefers  getting 
them  by  land,  becaufe  the  route  from   New 
York  is  uncertain ;  his  goods  may  be  lofV,  or 
damaged,  or  delayed  months  beyond  the  time 
he  expeds  them.     From  Hudfon  River  to  the 
Mohawk  is  a  portage  of  ten  miles,  or  there- 
abouts }  and  before  they  can  get  to  Ofwego  are 
two  or  three  more.     At  Ofwego  the  goods 
nuift  be  Ihipped  on  board  a  veflel  fuitable  for 
«avigating  the  lakes,  where  they  are  expofed 
to  tempers  and  contrary  winds.     At  the  Falls 
of  Niagara  is  a  portage  of  nine  miles  more  ; 
the  goods  muft  here  be  fliipped  again  on  board 
.    a  veffel  on  Lake  Erie,  and  after  arriving  at 
•  Prefqu'  lile  muft  be  conveyed  over  another 
'  portage  preparatory  to  their  being  laden  in  a 
boat  upon  the  Alleghany  River.     The  whole 
of  this  route,  from  New  York  to  Pittfl>urgh, 
is  about  eight  hundred  miies ;   tliat  from  the 
federal  city  not  much  more  than  half  the  dif- 
tance;  if  therefore  the  merchant  at  Pittlhureh 
'  can  get  his  goods  conveyed  from  New  York 
'  for  one  third  of  whiat  he  pays  for  the  carriage 
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of  thcna  by  land  from  Phikidelphia,  he  ought 
not  to  pay  more  than  one  lixth  of  the  fum  for 
their,  carriage  from  the  federal  city ;  it  is  to 
be  concluded,  therefore,  tliat  he  will  avail 
bimfelf  of  the  latter  route,  as  there  will  be  no 
objedion  to  it  on  account  of  any  uncertainty 
in  the  mode  of  conveyance,  arifmg  from  llorms 

and  contrary  winds.  -iijftiN  nj   •)       i 

The  people  in  Pittfburgh,  and  the  weflera 
country  along  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  draw 
their  fupplics  from  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more; but  they  fend  the  produ^ions  of  the 
country,  which  would  be  too  bulky  for  land 
carriage,  down  the  Ohio  and  Mifliflippi  to 
New  Orleans.  From  Pittfburgh  to  New  Or- 
leans the  diilance  is  two  thouiaud  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  miles.  On  an  average 
it  takes  about  twenty-eight  days  to  go  down 
there  with  the  ;(lream;  but  to  return  by  water 
it  takes  fron>  fixty  days  to  three  months.  The 
.paflage  back  is  very  laborious  as  well  as  tedi- 
ous; on  which  account  they  feldom  think  of 
bringing  back  boats  which  are  fent  down  from 
Pittfburgh,  but  on  arriving  at  New  Orleans 
they  are  broken  up,  and  the  plank  fold.  Thefe 
boats  are  built  on  the  cheapeft  conftrudion, 
and  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  ^oing  down 
•Aream.  The  men  get  back  the  befl  way 
they  can,  generally  in  iliips  bound  from  New 
Orleans  to  the  iquthcrnligtcs,and  frpm  thence 
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home  bylitria.  '  Nd'tv^,  If  the^  pdfl^ge  from  ilib 
Ohio  to  thd  Patowmac  is  opened^  it  cannot -be 
fuppofed  that  th^  people  in  Pittlburgh  and  the 
vicinity  will  contihuc  thus  to  fend  the  produce 
down  to  Orleans,  from  whence  they  cannot 
bring  any  thing  in  return ;  they  will  naturally 
lend  to  the  federal  city,  from  whence  they  can 
<liaw  the  fupplies  they  are  in  want  of,  and 
which  is  fo  much  nearer  to  them,  that  when 
the  navigation  is  perfeded  it  will  be  poffible 
to  go  there  and  back  again  in  the  fame  time 
that  it  requires  merely  to  go  down  to  New 
Orleans;^'  '*^^'-  V^^'-^^^  y^  t.!'motiu:j:jo  irin  ^DUf^u 

''  But  although  the  people  of  that  country 
which  borders  upon  the  Ohio  and  its  waters, 
in  the  vicinage  of  Pittfburgh,  may  have  an  in- 
tereft  in  trading  to  the  federal  city,  yet  thofe 
wholiV6  towards  the  mouth  of  that  river  will 
lind  an  intereft  equally  great  in  trading*  to  N«w 
Orleans,  for  the  Ohio  River  is  no  kfs  than 
ele  ven  hundred  and  eighty-three  tiiHesfnlength. 
How  far  down  upon  the  Ohio  a  commercial 
intercourfe  will  be  kept  up  with  the  city,  will 
moll:  probably  be  determined  by  other  cir- 
cumlbnccs  than  that  of  distance  alone ;  it^nay 
depend  upon  the  demand  there  may  be  at  one 
or  other  port  for  particular  articles,  &;c,  &c.  5 
it  may  alio  depend  upon  the  fcafon  ;  for  at  re- 
{.^ular  period!!  there  are  floods  Iri  the  Miflif- 
iiippj,  dud  alfo  in  the  Ohio,  which  mako  n 
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great,  difference 
defQcndiiig  thcfe  ^vers.  The.  floqtis  in  the 
MiffitBppi  are  qccafioncd  by  the  diiiplution  of 
the  immenfe  bodies  of  ihow  and  ice  accumu- 
lated during  winter  in  thofe  northern  regions 
through  which  the  river  paffes  j  they  are  alfo 
very  legular,  beginning  in  the  month  of  March 
and  fubfiding  in  July.  Thofe  in  the  Ohio 
take  place  between  Chriftmas  and  May;  but 
they  are  not  regular  and  fteady  like  thofe  of 
the  MiffiiTippi,  for  the  water  rife^i  and  falls 
many  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  feaf on.  Thefe 
Hoods  are  occalioned  by  heavy  falls  of  rain  in 
the  beginning  of  winter,  us  well  as  by ,  the 
thawing  of  the  i,cq.  ;  ,,^,  ■„.,,^,.  ,,..|.,^,^  f-Wr'v. 
The  MiiTifilppi  has  a  very  winding  courfe*, 
and  at  every  bend  there  is  an  eddy  in  the 
water.  Thefe  eddies  are  always  ilrongeft 
during  the  inundations,  conf^quently  if  is  then 
a  tnuch  lefs  difficult  tafk,  to  ^li'cend  the  river. 
With  the  Q\m,  hQweyef^,iiti!J  dirediy  the  rcr 
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•  •In  die  ycari72»,  as  a  party  of  Canadian*  were  going 
down  the  river,  they  found  at  one  place  loch  a  bend  in  jt,  that 
although  the  dlAance  actoCi,  land,  from  one  pnrt  of  ths  river  to 
the  other,  w&enot  more  perhaps  than  two  hundred  yards,  yet 
by  water  it  was  no  lefs  than  forty  nnle.i— -The  Canadians  cut 
a  trench  acrofs  the  land  for  cuiioiity— The  foil  bovJi-'riug  upon 
the  Mifliflrppi  is  remarkably  rich  and  foft,  and  the  currenr 
being  (Irong,  the  river  in  a>fliort  time  fcrced  a  new  paiTage  for 
itfelf,  and  the  Canadians  took  their  boat  through  it.  Thi^ 
place  is  called  Poinic  Coujicc.  There  .ire  many  fmillar  bends 
in  rhr  river  at  pretVnt,  but  nonr  fo  gretit. '  ■ '  '■'  'HIm   ./  "'*. 
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vcrfe  J  there  are  no  eddies  in  tire  river  j  where^ 
fore  floods  are  found  to  facilitate  the  paflage 
downwards,  bat  to  render  that  againft  the 
dream  difficult.  ''^  '  ;  - 

Suppofing,  however,  the  feafon  favourable 
for  the  navigation  of  the  Mifi'iflippi,  and  allb 
for  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  which  it  miglvt 
well  be  at  the  fame  time,  then  Louifville,  iii 
Kentucky,  is  the  place  through  which  the  line 
jnay  be  drawn  that  will  feparate  as  neaily  as 
portible  the  country  naturally  connedtcd  with 
Waihington  from  that  appertaining  to  Ne\t 
Orleans*  It  takes  twenty  days,  on  an  average, 
at  the  moft  favourable  feafon,  to  go  from 
Louifville  to  New  Orleans,  and  to  return, 
fcrty  ;  which  in  the  whole  makes  (ixty  days, 
•f'rom  the  rapids  in  the  Ohio,  clofc  to  which 
Louiivillc  islitiiated,to  Pittiburgh,  thediftance 
is'  fevcii  hundred  and  three  miles ;  fo  that  at 
th^i  rate  of  thirty  miles  a  day,  which  rs  a  rrto- 
tkratc  computation,  it  would  require  tw«ihty- 
four  days  to  go  tlicre.  From  Pittfburgh  to  the 
Patowniac  the  diftance  is  one  hundred  dnid 
lixiy  miles  againft  the  ftream,  which  at  the 
fune  rate,  and  allowing  time  for  the  portage^;, 
would  take  fcvcn  days  more,  and  two  hundred 
and  ninety  niiles  down  the  Patowmac,  at  (ixty 
miles  per  day,  would  require  five  days :  this 
is  allowing  thirty-five  days  for  going, and  com-* 
puling  the  time  for  returning  at  tlic  fame  rat.-* 
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that  is  thirty  miles  againft  the  flream,  and 
fixtv  miles  with  the  ftream,  each  day,  it  would 
amount  to  twenty-five  days,  which,  added  to 
the  time  of  going,  makes  in  the  whole  fifty- 
nine  days  ;  if  the  odd  day  be  allowed  for  con- 
tingencies, the  palTage  to  and  from  the  two 
places  would  then  be  exadly  alike.  It  is  fair 
then  to  conclude,  that  if  the  demand  at  the 
federal  city  for  country  produce  be  equally 
great  as  at  New  Orleans,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
fon  to  lay  why  it  lliould  not,  the  whole  of  the 
produce  of  that  country,  which  lies  contigu- 
ous to  the  Ohio,  and  the  rivers  falling  into  it, 
as  far  down  as  Louifville  in  Kentucky,  will  be 
fent  to  the  former  of  thefe  places.  This  tra<5t 
is  fcven  hundred  nnles  in  length,  and  from 
one  hundred  to  two  hundred  miles  in  breadth. 
Added  to  this,  the  whole  of  that  country  lying 
jiear  the  Alleghany  River,  and  the  ilreams 
that  run  into  it,  mud  naturally  be  lupplied 
from  the  city ;  a  great  part  of  the  country  bor- 
dering upon  Lake  Eric,  near  Prefqu' Ifle, 
.may  likcvvife  be  included.  ,,  ..^; 

Confidering  the  vadnefs  of  the  territory, 
which  is  thus  opened  lo  the  federal  city  by 
•  means  of  a  water  communication ;  confidering 
that  it  is  capable,  from  the  fertility  of  its  foil, 
of  maintaining  three  times  the  number  of  in- 
habitants that  are  to  be  found  at  prefcnt  in  all 
the  United  States ;  and  that  it  ii  advancing  at 
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the  prcfent  time  more  rapidly  in  pbpalaticfni 
than  any  other  part  of  the  whale  continent  j 
there  is  a  good  foundation  for  thinking  that  the 
federal  city,  as  foon  as  the  navigation  is  per- 
fe(fted,  will  increafc  moll  rapidly ;  and  that  at 
a  future  day,  if  the  affairs  of  the  United  States 
go  on  as  profperoufly  as  they  have  done,  it 
will  become  the  grand  emporium  of  the  weft> 
and  rival  in  magnitude  and  fplendor  the  cities 
of  the  old  world. 

The  city  is  laid  out  on  ^  rieck  of  land  be- 
tween the  forks  formed  by  the  eaftern  and 
weflern  or  main  branch  of  Patowmac  River, 
This  neck  of  land,  together  with  an  adjacem 
territory,  which  is  in  the  *  /hole  ten  miles  fquarc» 
was  ceded  to  congrefs  by  the  ftates  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia.  The  ground  on  which  the 
city  immediately  ftands  was  the  property  of 
private  individuals,  who  readily  relinquiihed 
their  claim  to  one  half  of  it  in  favour  of  con - 
,^cfs,  confcious  that  the  value  of  what  wa-j 
idt  to  them  would  increafe,  ard  amply  com- 
pcnfatc  them  for  their  lofs.  The  profits 
arifing  from  the  Hile  of  that  part  which  has 
thus  been  ceded  to  congrefs  will  be  futft- 
•cient,  it  is  expeded,  to  pay  for  the  public 
buildines,  for  tiie  watering':  of  the  citv,  and 
Alio  for  paving  and  lighting  of  the  ftreetr. 
The  plan  of  the  city  was  drawn  by  a  French- 
man of  the  name  of  L'Enfant,  and  is  on  a 
*  fcale 
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fcale  well  fai ted  to  the  extent  of  the  country, 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and  one  thouflind  in  breadth,  of  which  it  is 
to  be  the  metropolis  ,  for  the  ground  already- 
marked  out  for  it  is  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
miles  in  circumference.  The  ftrcets  run 
north,  fouth,  eaft,  and  weft ;  but  to  prevent 
that  famenefs  neceflarily  enfuing  from  the 
ilrcets  all  croffi ng  each  other  at  right  angles, 
a  number  of  avenues  are  laid  out  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  which  run  tranfverfely; 
and  in  feveral  places,  where  thefe  avenues  in- 
terfed:  each  other,  are  to  be  hollow  fquares. 
The  ftreets,  which  crofs  each  other  at  right 
angles,  are  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  feet 
wide,  the  avenues  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet. 
One  of  thefe  is  named  after  each  ftate,  and  a 
hollow  fquare  alfo  allotted  to  each,  as  a 
fuitable  place  for  ftatues, columns,  &c.  which, 
at  a  future  period,  the  people  of  any  one  of 
thefe  ftates  may  wifh  to  eredt  to  the  me- 
mory of  great  men  that  may  appear  in  the 
country.  On  a  fmall  eminence,  due  weft  of 
the  capitol,  is  to  be  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of 
General  Wadiington. 

The  capitol  is  now  building  upon  the  moft 
elevated  fpot  of  ground  in  the  city,  which 
happens  to  be  in  a  very  central  fituation. 
I'rom  this  fpot  there  is  a  complete  view  of 
every  part  of  tlur  ciiv,   and  alfo  of  the  adr 
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jacent  country,  -  In  the  capitol  are  to  be 
fpacious  apartments  for  the  accommodation 
of  congrefsi  ^^  it  alfo  are  to  be  the  princi- 
pal public  offices  in  the  executive  department 
of  the  g.overnmeht,  together  with  the  courts 
of  juftice.  The  plan  on  which  this  building 
is  begun  is  grand  and  extenfive ;  the  expenlc 
of  building  it  is  eftimated  at  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, equal  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds  ftcrling.       ■     ''"' 

The  houfe  for  the  relidencc  of  the  preiident 
ftands  north-weft  of  the  capitol,  at  the  d^ftance 
of  about  one  mile  and  a  half.     It  is  liquated 
upon  a  rifing  ground  not  far  from  the  Pa- 
towmac,  and  commands  a  moft  beautiful prof- 
pedl  of  the  river,  and  of  the  rich  country  be- 
yond it.     One  hundred  acres  of  ground,  to- 
wards  the  river,  are   left  ndjoining  to   the 
houfe  for  pleafure  grounds.      South  of  this 
there  is  to  be  a  large  park  or  mall,  which  is 
to  run  in  an  eafterly  diredion  from  the  river 
to  the  capitol.     The  buildings  on  either  fide 
of  this   mall  are  all  to   be  elegant  in  their 
kind ;   amongft  the  number  it  is  propofed  to 
have  houfes  built  at  the   public  cxpenfe  for 
the  accommodation   of  the  forein;n  miniftcrs, 
&:c.  On  the  eaftcrn  branch  a  large  fpot  is  laid 
out  for  a  marine  holpital  and  gardens.     Va- 
rious other  parts  arc  appointed  for  churches, 
theatre?,    colleges,  d:c.      Tlio  ground  in  ge- 
neral. 
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uetal,  within  the  lirnits  ot  th^  city,  is  agree- j 
ably  unrlukted ;  but  none  of  the  rifings  are 
fo  prcat  as  to  become  obieds  of  inconvenience 
in  a  town.  I'he  foil  is  chicil/  of  a  ycllowifli^ 
clay  mixfd  with  gravel.  There  are  numbers 
of  excellent  fprings  in  the  city,  and  water  is 
readily  had  in  moil  places  by  digging  wells. 
Here  are  two  fl:rcanis  lilcewife,  which  run 
through  the  city.  Reedy  Branch  and  Tiber 
Creek. *^"  The  perpendicular  height  of  the 
fource  of  the  latter,  above  the  level  of  the  tide, 
is  two  hundred  and  thirty-lix  feet.  ■  n  .  t 
By  the  regulations  publifhed,  it  was  fettled 
that  all  the  houfes  (hould  he  built  of  brick 
or  ftone ;  the  walls  to  be  thirty  feet  high, 
and  to  be  built  parallel  to  the  line  of  the 
jflrcet,  but  either  upon  it  or  withdrawn  from 
it,  as  fuitcd  the  tafte  of  the  builder.  How- 
ever, numbers  of  wooden  habitations  have  been 
built;  but  the  different  owners  have  all  been 
cautioned  againft  conlidering  them  as  perma- 
nent. They  are  to  be  allowed  for  a  certain 
term  only,  and  then  deltroyed.     Three  com- 
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•  Upon  the  granting  poflefiion  of  walle  lands  to  any  perfon, 
coniuionly  called  the  location  of  lands,  it  is  ulual  to  give  par- 
ticular names  to  different  fpots,  and  alfo  to  the  creeks  and 
rivers.  On  the  original  location  of  the  ground  no.v  allotted 
for  the  Teat  of  the  federal  city,  this  creek  received  thq  name  of 
Tibr  Cieck,  and  the  identical  fnot  of  ground  on  which  t\:c. 
c:ipiroI  now  lla'id.s  was  called  Rome.  Tirs  anecdote  is  related 
by  many  as  a  certain  pro;^noftlc  of  the  ftu^ire  n^agnlucence  ot 
this  cJc/>  wiii.lj  h  to  b;;,  us  it  v,cre,  a  L'coi.J  Rome. 
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miffioners,  who  refide  on  the  fpot,  are  ap-' 
pointed  by  the  prefidcnt,  with  a  falary,  for  the 
purpofe    of  fuperintending    the    public    and 
other  buildings,  and  regulating  every  thing 
pertaining  to  the  city.       -i;^!-.-    ..-^  -  rr     ' 
I'he  only  public  buildings  carrying  on  as 
yet,  are  the  prefidcnt's  houfe,  the  capitol,  and 
a  large  hotel.     The  prefi dent's  houfe,  which 
is  nearly  completed  on  the  outfide,   is  two 
llories  high,   and   built  of  free  flone.     The 
principal  room  in  it  is  of  an  oval  form.     This 
is  undoubtedly  the  handfomcft  building  in  the 
country,    and  the  architecture  of  it  is  much 
extolled  by  the  people,  who  have  never  (ccn 
any  thing  fuperior;  but  it  will  not  bear  a  cri- 
tical examination.     Many  perfons  find  fault 
with  it,  as  being  too  large  and  too  fplendid  for 
the  rcfider.ce  of  any  one  perfon  in  a  republi- 
can country;   and  certainly  it  is  a  ridiculous 
habitation  for  a  man  who  receives  a  ihlary 
tiiat  amounts  to  no  more  than  £'S'^^5  ^^^'' 
ling  per  annum,  and  in  a  country  where  the 
expences  of  living  are  far  greater  than  .they 
are  even  in  London.   -»"••  "•-f  "^'^»  ;-;-    t-i:-''*' 
*     The  hotel  is  a  lars-e  building  of  brick,  or- 
namented  with  ftone ;  it  ftands  between  the 
preiidcnt's  houfe  and  the  capitol.    In  th?  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1796,  when  I  laft  faw  it, 
it  was  roofed  in,  an.l  every  exertion  making  to 
have  it  Hniihed  with  *he  u^moil  expedition. 
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It  Is  any  thing  but  beautiful.  The  Capitol, 
at  (he  lame  period,  vv.  s  railed  only  a  very, 
little  wav  above  the  foundation*  iitt?;!;'^:  -^'^jjo 

Hie  lioue,  which  the  prelident's  houfe  is 
built  with,  and  Inch  as  will  be  ufed  for  ail  the 
public  buildings,  is  very  fimilar  in  appearance 
to  that  found  at  Portland  in  England  j  but  I 
was  informed  by  one  of  the  fculptors,  who 
had  frequently  worked  the  Portland  lione  in 
England,  that  it  is  of  a  much  fuperior  qua- 
iityj  as  it  will  bear  to  be  cut  as  fine  as  mar- 
ble, and  is  not  liable  to  be  injured  by  rain  or 
froft.  On  the  banks  c£  the  Patowmac  they 
have  inexhauftible  quarries  of  this  ftone;  good 
fpecimens  of  common  marble  have  alfo  been 
found  J  and  there  is  in  various  parts  of  the 
riv^r  abundance  of  excellent  flate,  paving  flone, 
4ind  lime  ftone.  Good  coal  may  alfo  be  had. 
V  -  The  private  houfes  are  all  plain  buildings; 
fnoft  of  thejn  have  been  built  on  fpeculation, 
and  ftill  remain  empty.  The  greateft  num- 
ber, at  any  one  place,  i«  at  Green  Leafs 
Point,  on  the  main  river,  juft  above  the  en- 
trance of  the  eaftern  branch.  This  fpot  has 
been  looked  upon  by  many  as  the  moll  con- 
venient one  for  trade  j  but  others  prefer  the 
ihofe  of  the  eaftern  branch,  on  account  of  the 
juperiority  of  the  harbour,  and  the  2;reat  depik 
of  the  water  near  the  (bore.  There  are 
ileyeral  other  favourite  lituations,  the  ^choice 
- .  .  G  3  of 
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of  any  one  of  which  is  a  mere  matter  of  fpe- 
culation  at  prefent.  Some  build  near  the  ca- 
pitol  as  the  moil:  convenient  place  for  the 
refidence  of  members  of  congrefs,  fome  near 
the  prefident's  houfe;  others  again  prefer  the 
well  end  of  the  city,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Georee  Town,  thinkino;  that  as  trade  is  al- 
ready  cflabliflied  in  that  place,  it  mud  be  from 
thence  that  it  will  extend  into  the  city.  Were 
the  houfes  that  have  been  built  fituated  in  one 
place  all  together,  they  would  make  a  very 
refpe<5table  appearance,  but  fcattered  about  as 
they  are,,  a  fpe<flator  can  fcarcely  perceive  any 
thing  like  a  town.  Excepting  the  (Ireets  and 
avenues,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  ground  ad- 
joining the  public  buildings,  the  whole  place 
is  covered  with  trees.  To  be  under  the  ne- 
cefliiy  of  going  through  a  deep  wood  for  one 
or  two  miles,  perhaps,  in  order  to  fee  a  next 
door  neighbour,  and  in  the  fame  city,  is  a  cu- 
rious, and,  I  believe,  a  novel  circumflance. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city,  in  the 
fpring  of  1796,  amounted  to  about  live  thou- 
land,  including  artificers,  who  formed  by  far 
the  largeft  part  of  that  number.  Numbers 
of  Grangers  are  continually  pafling  and  re- 
pairing through  a  place  which  affords  fuch  an 
extenlivc  field  for  fpeculation.     --^  f-  ^4*  — 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  faid 
upon  the  fubjc(5t,  I  have  only  to  obfcrve,  that 

notwith- 
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notwlthftanding  all  that  has  been  done  at  tlie 
■city,  and  the  large  fums  of  money  whk-h  have 
been  expended,  there  are  numbers  of  people 
in  the  United  State?,  hving  to  the  north  of  the 
Patowmac,  particularly  in  Philadelphia,  who 
are  ftiil  very  adverfc  to  the  removal  of  the  feat 
of  government  thither,  and  are  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  build- 
ing: in  the  city,  and  to  prevent  the  congrefs 
from  meeting  there  at  the  appointed  time.  In 
the  fpringof  i796,when  I  was  lad  on  the  fpor, 
the  building  of  the  capltol  was  abfolateiy  at 
a  ftimd  for  want  of  money;  the  public  lots 
were  at  a  very  low  price,  and  the  commifiioners 
were  unwilling  to  difpofe  of  them;  in  con- 
fequence  they  made  an  application  to  con- 
«;refs,  praying  the  houfe  to  guaranty  a  loan  of 
three  hundred  thcjfand  doll{irs,witliout  which 
they  could  not  goon  with  the  public  buildings, 
except  they  dii'pofed  of  the  lots  to  grent  dif- 
advautage,  and  to  the  ultimate  injury  of  the 
city;  fo  ftrong,  however,  was  the  oppofition, 
that  the  petition  was  fufFcred  to  lie  on  the 
table  unattended  to  for  many  vveek^; ;  nor  was 
the  prayer  of  it  complied  v/ith  until  a  number 
of  gentlemen,  that  were  very  deeply  intereilcd 
in  the  improvement  of  the  city,  went  round 
to  the  different  meadiers,  and  u;ade  iniercfl: 
with  them  in  perfon  to  j/ivc  their  aflent  .to  rhe 
meafure.  Thofe  people,  who  areoppofed  to  the 
\)uilding  of  the  city  of  Wall.ington  main'.iin, 
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that  it  Qia^  n^ycr  becgme  a  town  of  ^ny  im-; 
portanc^j,  and .  that:  aU  fuck  as  think  to  the 
contrary  ha.ve  bcci^  led  aftray  by  the  reprefen-- 
tations  of  a  few  enthufiaftic  perfons  j  they  go ; 
fo  far  even  as  to  ailert,  that  the  people  to  the 
eaflv/ard  will  never, fubiuit  to  fee  the  feat  of 
government  removed  fo  far  from  them,  and 
the  congrefs  alTcmbJed  in  a  place  little  better  . 
than  a  forefl.-,  where  it  will  be  impoffible  to 
procure  information  upon  commercial  points  j 
iinally,    they  infift,  that  if  the  removal  from 
Philadelphia  iliould  take  place,  a  feparatlon  of 
the  flates  will  inevitably  follow.     This  is  the 
language  held  forth  j  but  their  oppofition  in^^ 
reality  arifes  from  that  jealoufy  which  narrow  ij 
minded  people  in  trade  are  but  too  apt  to  en- j 
tertain  of  each  other  when  their  inteiefls  claHi 
together.    Thefc  people  wifli  to  crufli  the  city 
of  Wafiiington  while  it  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 
becaufe  they  know,  that  if  the  kat  of  govein- 
incnt  is   transferred  thither,  the    place    will 
thrive,  and  enjoy  a  confiderable  portion  of  that 
trade  w'lich  is  centered  at  prclcnt  in  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  and  New  York.     It  is  idle, 
however,  to  imagine  that  this  will  injure  their 
different  towns  j  on  the  contrary,  althougli  a 
portion  of  that  trade  which  they  enjoy  atpre- 
fent  Ihould  be  drawn  from  them,  yet  the  in- 
creafe  of  population  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
tryj  which  they  mull  naturally  fupply,  will  be 
3  fuch^ 
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luch,  that  their  trade  on  the  whole  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  found  far  more  extenfive  after 
the  federal  city  is  tftablifhed  than  it  ever  was 

before,  ■>   t--;;-i:-4  ;■-..... jl-.- •  -.  -    :   -       ^  • -^ 

A  large  majority,'  however,  of  the  people  in 
the  United  States  is  defirous  that  the  removal 
of  the  feat  of  governs  t    lliould  take  place; 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  will  take  place 
at  the  appointed  time.     The  difcontents  in-  ' 
deed,  which  an  oppofite  meafure  would  give 
rife  to  in  the  fouth  could  not  but  be  alarming,  ' 
and  if  they  did  not  occalion  a  total  feparatioii 
of  the  fouthern  from  the  northern  ftates,  yet 
they  would  certainly  materially  deflroy  that ' 
harmony  which  has  hitherto  exifled  between 
them.   .    >      ,  '  -       .y^ 
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^ome  Accrjiint  of  Alexandria. — Mount  Vernon, 

the  Scat  of  General  PVaJhlngton. — Difficulty 

-;.    of  finding  the  Way  thither  through  the  Woods, 

vi  — Defcriptionof  the  Mount  y  and  of  the  Views 

from  it, — Defcription    of  the   Houfe    and 

.    Grounds.  —  Slaves    at    Mount   Vernon. — 

^Thoughts  thereon. — A  Ferfon  at  Mount  Ver^ 

..,  non  to  attend  to  Strangers. — Return  to  Wajlj' 

.X  in^ton,  ,    •   .      .         .     ,,.,., 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  Wafliington,  December. 

TpROM  Wafliington  I  proceeded  to  Alex- 
"*"  andria,  feven  miles  lower  down  the  river, 
which  is  one  of  the  neateft  towns  in  the  United 
States.  The  hoiifes  are  moftly  brick,  and 
many  of  them  are  extremely  well  built.  The 
ilreets  intcrfecft  each  other  at  right  angles; 
they  are  commodious  and  well  paved.  Nine 
miles  below  this  place,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Patowmac,  ftands  Mount  Vernon,  the  feat  of 
General  Wafliington  j  the  way  to  it,  however, 
from  Alexandria,  by  land,  is  confiderably  far- 
ther, on  account  of  the  numerous  creeks  which 
fall  into  the  Patowmac,  and  the  mouths  of 
which  it  is  impofiible  to  pafs  near  to.       '"' 

Very  thick  woods  remain  flanding  within 
four  or  five  miles  of  the  phicc;    the   roads 

through 
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through  them  are  very  bad,  and  fo  many  of 
them  crofs  one  another  in  different  diret^ions, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  difficuhy  to 
find  out  the  right  one.  I  fet  out  from  Alex- 
andria with  a  gentleman  who  thought  himfelf 
perfedly  well  acquainted  with  the  way;  had 
he  been  fo,  there  was  ample  time  to  have 
reached  Mount  Vernon  before  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  but  night  overtook  us  wandering  about 
in  the  woods.  We  did  not  perceive  the  vef- 
tige  of  a  human  being  to  fet  us  right,  and  we 
were  preparing  to  pafs  the  night  in  the  car- 
riage, when  luckily  a  light  appeared  at  fomc 
diftance  through  the  trees  j  it  was  from  a  fmall 
farm-houfe,  the  only  one  in  the  way  for  feveral 
miles;  and  having  made  our  way  to  it,  partly 
in  the  carriage,  partly  on  foot,  we  hired  a  ne- 
gro for  a  guide,  who  conducted  us  to  the  place 
of  our  deftination  in  about  an  hour.  The  next 
moping  I  heard  of  a  gentleman,  who,  a  day 
or  two  preceding,  had  been  from  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon  on 
horfc-back,  unable  to  find  out  the  place,  al- 
though within  three  or  four  miles  of  it  the 
whole  time. 

The  Mount  is  a  high  part  of  the  bank  of 
the  river,  which  rifcs  very  abruptly  about  two 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water. 
'I'hc  river  before  it  is  three  miles  wide,*  and 
on  the  oppofitc  iide  it  forn^s  a  b:^y  about  the 
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lame  breadth,  which  extends  for  a  confiderable 
diftance  up  the  country.  This,  at  firO: 
light,  appears  to  be  a  continuation  of  the 
river  j  but  the  Patowrnac  takes  a  very  fudden 
turn  to  the  left,  two  or  three  miles  above  the 
houfe,  and  is  quickly  loft  to  the  view.  Down- 
wards, to  the  right,  there  is  a  profpecfl  of  it 
for  twelve  miles.  The  Maryland  (hore,  on 
the  oppolite  fide,  is  beautifully  diverfifiedwith 
hills,  which  are  moftly  covered  with  wood ; 
in  many  places,  however,  little  patches  of  cul- 
tivated ground  appear,  ornamented  with  houfes. 
The  fcenery  altogether  is  moft  delightful. 
The  houfe,  which  Hands  about  fix ty  yards  from 
the  edge  of  the  Mount,  is  of  wood,  cut  and 
painted  fo  as  to  refemble  hewn  ftone.  The 
rear  is  towards  the  river,  at  which  fide  is  a 
portico  of  ninety-fix  feet  in  length,  fupportcd 
by  cigh|  pillars.  The  front  is  uniform,  and  at 
ja  diftance  looks  tolerably  well.  The  dwell- 
ing houfe  is  in  the  center,  and  communicates 
with  the  wings  on  cither  fide,  by  means  of 
covered  ways,  running  in  a  curved  diredtion. 
Behind  thefc  wings,  on  the  one  fide,  arc  the 
different  offices  belonging  to  the  houfe,  and 
alfo  to  the  farm,  and  on  the  other,  the  cabins 
for  the  Slaves*.  In  front,  the  breadth  of  the 

whole 
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whole  building,  is  a  lawn  with  a  gravel  walk 
round  it,  planted  with  trees,  and  feparated  by 

hedges 

anonifhment  and  regret  they  are  furveyed  by  the  rtranger, 
whofe  mind  has  dwelt  with  admiration  upon  the  ineftimable 
bleflings  of  liberty,  whilft  approaching  the  refidcnce  of  that 
man  who  has  diflinguifhed  himfelf  fo  glorlouny  in  its  caufe. 
Happy  would  it  have  been,  if  the  man  who  Hood  forth  tlie 
champion  of  a  nation  contending  for  its  freedom,  and  whofe  de- 
claration to  the  whole  world  was,  "  That  all  men  were  created 
"  equal,  and  that  they  were  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  cer- 
"  tain  unalienable  rights,  amongft  the  firft  of  which  were  life, 
"  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs ;"  happy  would  it  have 
been,  if  this  man  could  have  been  the  firft  to  wave  all  intcrefted 
views,  to  liberate  his  own  flaves,  and  thus  convince  the  people 
he  had  fought  for,  that  it  was  their  duty,  when  they  had 
cftablilhed  their  own  independence,  to  give  freedom  to  thole 
whom  they  had  themfelves  held  in  bondage  !  I 

Bur  material  objeftions,  we  muft  fuppofe,  appeared  agalnft 
fiich  a  meafure,  otherwife,  doabtlefs.  General  Wafhington 
would  have  ibcwn  the  glorious  example.  Pmhaps  he  thouj^ht 
it  n'O'.c  for  tlic  general  good,  that  the  firft  ftcp  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  flaves  fliouM  betaken  by  the  Icgiflaiive  aflembly  ; 
or  perhaps  there  was  rcafon  to  apprehend,  tiiat  tiie  cnfranchil'c- 
ment  of  his  own  flaves  might  be  the  caufe  of  inrurrei51ion5 
amongft  other*  who  were  not  liberated,  a  matter  which  could 
not  but  be  attended  with  evil  confcqucnces  in  a  country  where 
the  number  of  flaves  exceeded  that  of  fiecnicn ;  liovvcver,  ir 
does  not  appear  that  any  raeafines  h.ive  been  purfucd,  eithnr 
by  private  individuals  cr  by  the  legiflature  in  Virginia,  for  the 
abolition  of  flavery;  neither  liave  any  fteps  been  taken  for  the 
purpofe  in  Maryland,  much  Icfs  in  the  more  f-uthcrn  Hates; 
but  in  Pennfylvania  and  the  rell,  laws  have  pnfi'ed  for  its  gra- 
dual abolition.  In  thcfc  ftates  the  number  of  flaves,  it  is  true, 
was  very  fmall,  and  the  meafure  was  therefore  eafdy  carried 
into  efteiJl ;  in  the  others  then  it  will  require  more  confideration. 
The  plan.Miowcvcr,  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  libiratiou 
of  the  few  has  fuccceded  well;  why  then  not  try  it  with  a 
larger  numbci' ?  If  it  doe9  not  aufwer,  ftili  I  cannot  but  fcip- 
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hedges  on  either  lide  from  the  farm  yard  and 
garden.  As  tor  the  garden,  it  wears  exadtly 
the  appearance  of  a  nurfery,  and  with  every 
tiling  about  the  place  indicates  that  more  at- 
tention is  paid  to  profit  than  to  plcafure.  The 
ground  in  the  rear  of  the  houfe  is  alfb  laid  out 
in  a  lawn,  and  the  declivity  of  the  Mount, 
towards  the  water,  in  a  deer  park. 

The  rooms  in  the  houfe  are  very  fmall, 
excepting  one,  which  has  been  built  fince  the 
clofe  of  the  war  for  the  purpofe  of  entertain- 
ments. All  of  thefe  are  very  plainly  furnifhed, 
and  in  many  of  them  the  furniture  is  drop- 
ping to  pieces.  Indeed,  the  clofe  attention 
which  General  Washington  lias  ever  paid  to 
public  affairs  having  obliged  him  to  refidc 
principally  at  Philadelphia,  Mount  Vernon  has 
confequently  fuifcred  very  materially.  The 
houfe  and  offices,  with  every  other  part  of  the 
place,  are  out  of  repair,  and  the  old  part  of  the 
building  is  in  fuch  a  pcrii'hablc  ftate,  that  I 
have  been  told  he  wiihcs  he  had  pulled  it  en- 
tirely down  at  iiril,  and  built  a  new  houfe,  in- 

ilead 

pofc  that  it  might  be  fo  modifieJ  as  to  be  rendered  applicable 
to  the  enfiancaifetnent  of  the  number  of  ill-f.ited  beings  \v!ia 
are  cnflavcd  in  the  foiuhern  parts  of  the  country,  let  it  b-j 
ever  fo  large  However,  that  there  will  be  an  end  to  flavery 
in  the  United  States,  on  fome  day  or  other,  caimot  be  doubted; 
negroes  will  not  remain  deaf  to  the  inviting  call  cf  liberty  for 
ever;  and  if  their  avariciou?  opprefibrs  do  not  fvcs  them  from 
llic  galling  yoke,  they  will  libi;ratc  thcnafclves  with  a  venge.mce. 
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flead  cf  making  any  aLklition  to  the  old  one. 
The  o-roLinds  in  the  neif^hbourhood  are  cul- 
tivated;  but  tlie  principal  farms  are  at  the  dil- 
tance  of  two  or  three  miles.  >.   -.-..  .;,.,'   .•    .  . 

As  almoil  every  flrangcr  going  through  the 
country  makes  a  point  of  vifiting  Mount  Ver- 
non, a  perfon  is  kept  at  the  houfe  during 
General  Wafliington's  abfence,  whofe  fole 
bufmefs  it  is  to  attend  to  flrangers.  Imme- 
diately on  our  arrival  every  care  was  taken  of 
our  horfes,  beds  were  prepared,  and  an  ex- 
cellent fupper  provided  for  us,  with  claret  and 
other  wine,  &c. 

As  the  feafon  was  now  too  far  advanced  Co 
fee  the  country  to  advantage,  I  proceeded  no 
farther  in  Virginia  than  Mount  Vernon,  but 
returned  again  to  the  city  of  Wa{hington. 
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Arrhiil at  Philadelphia. — Some  Obf^rvations  on 
the  Climate  of  the  Micldh  Stales. — Public 
Carriages  prevented  from  plying  between  Bal- 
timore  and  Philadelphia  by  the  Badnefs  of  the 
Roads. — Left  Baltimore  during  Froji. — Met 
ivith  American  Travellers  on  the  Road. — 
Their  Be  ha"  now  preparatory  to  fetting  off 
from  an  Inn. — Arrival  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Sujquehannah. — Pafjage  of  that  River  'when 
frozen  over. — Dangerous  Situation  of  the 
Pajengers, — Aruerir^^i  Travellers  at  the 
Tavern  on  the  oppq/ite  Side  cf  the  River. — 
Their  noify  Difpiitations, 
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MY  DEAR  SIR,        *  PhilncJcIphia,  Fcbrtiarj-. 

A  FTER  having  fpent  fome  weeks  in 
•^  Wafhington,  George  Town,  -rnd  Balti- 
more, I  fet  out  for  this  city,  where  I  arrived 
lour  days  ago. 

The  months  of  October  and  Ncveiiibcr  are 
the  moft  ajjrceable,  in  the  middle  and  foiuh- 
ern  ftates,  of  any  in  the  year ;  tlie  c'langes 
in  the  weather  are  then  lefi?  frequent,  and 
for  tlv  mod  part  the  air  is  temperate  and  the 
Iky  fcrene.  During  this  year  the  air  was  fo 
mild,  that  when  I  war  at  Ceorge  Town,  even 
as  late  as  the  fecond  week  in  December,  it 
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was  found  plealant  to  keep  the  windows  up 
during  dinner  time.  TJiis^  however^  was  an 
iinui'ual  circumflance. 

In  Maryland,  before  DecembeV  was  over, 
there  were  a  few  cold  days,  and  during  Janu- 
ary we  had  two  or  three  different  falls  of 
fnow;  but  for  the  moft  part  the  weather  re- 
mained very  mild  until  the  latter  end  of  Janu- 
ary, when  a  fliarp  north-wefl  wind  fet  in. 
The  kcenncfs  of  this  wind  in  winter  is  pro- 
digious, and  furpaflbs  every  thing  of  the  kind 
which  we  have  an  idea  of  in  England.  When- 
ever it  blows,  during]:  tlie  winter  months,  a 
froft  immediately  takes  place.  In  the  courfe 
of  three  days,  in  the  prefent  initance,  the 
Sufquehannah  and  Delaware  rivers  were  frozen 
over;  a  fall  of  fnow  took  place,  which  re- 
mained on  the  ground  about  two  feet  deep, 
and  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  feVere 
and  tedious  winter.  Before  iive  days,  how- 
ever, were  over,  the  wind  again  changed,  and 
fo  fudden  was  the  thaw  that  the  fnow  difap- 
ceared  entirely  on  the  fecond  di»y,  and  not  a 
Veflige  of  the  frofl  was  to  be  fecn,  except- 
ing in  the  rivci  s,  where  large  pieces  of  ice  re- 
mained floating  about.  •      •         ^ 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  December  when 
t  reached  Baltimore  ;  but  I  was  deterred  from 
going  on  to  Philadelphia,  until  the  froily 
weather  fl^ould  let  in,  by  the  badncfs  of  the 
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roads  j' for  they  were  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  evetl 
the  public  ftages  wcro  prevented  from  plying 
for  the  fpaee  of  ten  or  twelve  days.  The 
froft  foon  dried  them,  and  rendered  them  as 
good  as  in  fummer.  I  fet  out  when  it  was 
mofl  fevcrc.  At  day  break,  the  morning  after 
'  I  left  Baltimore,  the  thermometer,  according 
to  Farenheit,  flood  at  7*.  I  never  obferved  it 
fo  low  during  any  other  part  of  the  winter. 

Several  travellers  had  flopped  at  the  fame 
houfe  that  I  did  the  lirfl  night  I  was  on  the 
road,  and  we  all  breakfaftcd  together  prepa- 
ratory to  fetting  out  the  next  morning.  The 
American  travellers,  before  they  purfued  their 
journey,  took  a  hearty  draught  each,  according 
to  cuftom,  of  egg-nog,  a  mixture  compofed  of 
new  milk,  eggs,  rum,  and  fugar,  beat  up  to- 
gether; they  appeared  to  be  at  no  fmall  pains 
alfo  in  fortifying  themfelves  againft  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather  with  great  coats  and 
wrappers  over  each  other,  woollen  focks  and 
trowfcrs  over  their  boots,  woollen  mittens 
over  their  gloves,  and  filk  handkerchiefs  tied 
over  their  ears  and  mouths,  &c.  fo  that  no- 
thing could  be  fccn  excepting  their  nofcs  and 
their  eyes.  It  was  abfolutely  a  fubje(^  of  di- 
verfion  to  me,  and  to  a  young  gentleman  jufl 
arrived  from  the  Weft  Indies,  who  accom- 
panied me  from  Baltimore,  to  fee  the  great 
ti«rc  with  which  they  wrapped  themfelves  up. 

lor 
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for  we  both  found  ourfelves  fufliciently  tvarm 
in  common  clothing*  '  It  feems,  however,  to 
be  a  matter  generally  allowed,  that  ftrangers, 
even  from  the  Weft  Indies,  unaccuftomed  to 
intenfe  cold,  do  not  fufFer  fo  much  from  the 
feverity  of  the  winter,  the  firft  year  of  their 
arrival  in  America,  as  the  white  people  who 
have  been  born  in  the  country.     Every  per- 
£on  that  we  met  upon  the  road  was  wrapped 
up  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  travel- 
lers who  breakfafted  with  us,  and  had  filk 
handkerchiefs  tied  round  their  headwS,  fo  as  to 
c  ;vcr  their  mouths  and  ears.       -'^)J    *   ^^<:?.»> 
^  Sout  the  middle  of  the  day  we  arrived  at 
.Lw  Sufquehannah,  and,    as  we  expected  to 
find  it,  the  river  was  frozen  entirely    over. 
In  what  manner  we  were  to  get  acrofs  was 
now  the  qucftion.     The  people  at  the  ferry- 
houfe  were  of  opinion  that  the  ice  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  to  bear  in  every  part  of  the 
river  j  at  the  fame  time  they  faid,  it  was  fo 
very  thick  near  the  fliores,  that  it  would  be 
imprafticable  to  cut  a  pafiage  through  it  oe- 
fore  the  day  was  over ;    however,   as  a  grtai 
number  of  travellers  defirous  of  getting  acrofs 
was  collected  together,  and  as   all  of  them 
were  much  averfe  to  remaining  at  the  ferry- 
houfc  till  the  next  morning,   by  which  time 
it  was  fuppofed  that  the  ice  would  be  ftrong 
enough  to  bear  in  every  part,  the  people  were 
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At  td(l  dvcf-rulcd,  and  every  thing  was  pre- 
pared for  cutting  a  way  acrofs  the  rivcr.Ym  m 
The  paffcngcrs  were  about  twelve  in  num- 
ber, with  four  horfesj  the  boat's  crew  con-* 
fiftcd  of  fevcn  blacks ;  three  of  whom,  with 
large  ckibs,  flood  upon  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
ind  broke  the  ice,  whilft  the  others,  with 
iron-headed  poles,  puflied  the  boat  forwards. 
$0  very  laborious  was  the  tafk  which  the 
men  at  the  bow  had  to  perform,  that  it  was 
neceffary  for  the  others  to  relieve  them  every 
ten  minutes.  At  the  end  of  half  an  hour 
their  hands,  arms,  faces,  and  hats,  were  glazed 
entirely  over  with  a  thick  coat  of  ice,  formed 
from  the  water  which  was  dafhed  up  by  the 
feiterated  fiiokes  of  their  clubs.    Two  hours 

*  felapfed  before  one  half  of  the  way  was  broken ; 

^  the  ice  Was  found  much  thicker  than  had  been 
imagined  j  the  clubs  were  fhivered  to  pieces ; 

,  the  men  were  quite  exhaufted;  ai'd  having 
buffered  the  boat  to  remain  ftationary  fbr  a 
minute  or  two  in  a  part  where  the  ice  was 

'  fctnarkahly  thick,  it  was  frozen  up,  fo  that 

''the  utmoft  exertions  of  the  crew  and  paflcn- 
gtrs  united  Were  unable  to  extricate  it.     In 

''this  predicament  a  council  was  held>  it  was 
impoflibic  Id  move  either  backward  of  for- 
ward ;*thitf  boat  was  half  a  mile  from  the 
fliorc ;  no  01*  ^M  attempt  to  walk  there 
on  the  ice;  to  remain  all  night  in  the  boat 
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would  be  death;  Luckily- 1  had  a  pair  of  piftoU 
in  my  hoifters,  and  having  fired  a  few  iignals-, 
the  attention  of  the  people  on  flidre  was  at- 
tracted towards  us,  and  a  fmail  batteau,  whieh 
is  a  light  boat  with  a  flat  bottonij  was  difi 
patched  for  our  relief.  This  was  not  fent^ 
however,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  a  fingle 
perfon  back  again,  but  to  aflill  us  in  getting 
to  the  oppoiite  fliore.  It  was  flipped  along 
a-head  of  the  large  boat,  and  two  or  three 
men  having  ftepped  into  it,  rocked  it  about 
from  fide  to  fide  until  the  ice  was  fufliciently 
broken  for  the  large  boat  to  follow.  The  bat- 
teau was  now  in  the  water,  and  the  men  feat- 
ing  themfelves  as  much  as  poflible  towards 
the  ftern,  by  fo  doing  raifcd  the  bow  of  it 
conflderably  above  the  ice ;  by  means  of  boat 
hooks  it  was  then  pulled  on  the  ice  again,  anc^ 
by  rocking  it  about  as  before  a  paflage  was 
as  caiily  opened.  In  this  manner  we  got  on, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  hours  and  ten  minutes 
found  ourfelves  again  upon  dry  land,  fully  pre- 
pared for  enjoying  the  pleafurcs  of  a  bright 
fireflde  and  a  good  dinner.  The  people  at  the 
tavern  had  feen  us  coming  acrofs,  and  had 
accordingly  prepared  for  our  reception ;  and  as 
each  individual  thought  he  had  travelled  quite 
far  enough  that  day,  the  paflengers  remained 
together  till  the  next  morning, 
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,i^^At  the  AmcricanitavennSj.as  I  before  men- 
tioned, aUiloBts  of  people,  juft  as  they  happen 
to  arrive,  ^ane  crammed  together  into  the  one 
room,  where. they  muft  reconcile  themfclves 
to  each  other  the  heft  way  they  can.  On  the 
prefent  occafion,  the  company,  conljftcd  of 
about  thirteen  people,  anion  gft  whom  were 
fome  eminent  lawyers  from  Virginia  and  the 
fowthward,  together  with  a  judge  of  the  fu- 
preme  courts  :who  were  going  to  Philadel- 
phia againft  the  approaching  leiTions :  it  waa 
not,  however,  till  after  I  quitted  their  com-, 
pany  that  I  heard  who  they  were ;  for  thefe 
kind  of  gentlemen  in  America  are  fo  very 
plain,  both  in  their  appearance  and  Q>annerSj, 
thit^.^  ;(lra,nger  would  not  fufpeft  that  they 
were  perfons  of  the  confequeriice  which  they 
really  are  in  the  country.  There  were  alfo 
in  the  company  two  or  three  of  the  neigh- 
bouring farmers,  boori(h,  ignorant,  and  obr 
trufive  fellows.  It  is  fcarcely  poffible  for  a 
dozen  Americans  to  fit  together  without 
quarrelling  about  politics ;  and  the  Britifh 
treaty,  which  had  juft  been  ratified,  now 
gave  rife  to  a  long  and  acrimonious  debate. 
The  farmers  were  of  one  opinion,  and  gab- 
bled away  for  a  longtime;  the  lawyers  and 
the  judge  were  of  another,  and  in  turns  they 
rofe  to  anf.ver  their  opponents  with  all  the 
power   of    rhetoric    wl^fh    they     pofleired. 

Neither 
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Neither  party  could  fay  any  thing  to  change 
the  fentinients  of  the  other  one  j  the  noify  cou- 
teft  lafted  till  late  at  night,  when  getting 
heartily  tired  they  withdrew,  not  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  chambers,  but  to  the  general  one  that 
held  five  or  fix  beds,  and  in  which  they  laid 
down  in  p^^-'  .  ere  the  converfation  was 
again  revived,  and  puifued  with  as  mu.l*  noife 
as  below,  till  at  lad  ileep  clofed  their  eyes,  and 
happily  their  mouths  at  the  fame  time ;  for 
could  they  have  talked  in  their  fleep,  I  verily 
believe  they  wouldhave  prated  on  until  morn- 
ing. Thanks  to  our  ftars !  my  friend  and 
I  got  the  only  two-bedded  room  in  the  houfc 
to  ourfelves.  The  next  morning  I  left  the 
banks  of  the  Sufquehannahj  and  the  fucceed-' 
ing  day  reached  Philadelphia. 
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fbiladelphia  gayer  in  the  Winter  than  at  any 

»"*''  other  Seafon. — Celebration  in  that  City  oj 

^-/  General  Waflmgtons    Birth   Day* — Some 

nr  Account  of  G^erai  WaJlAngton's  Perjbn  and 

'^  ■•  ofhii  Chamber. — Americans  dijfatisjied  with 

^f.  his  ConduSl  as  Prejident, — A  Spirit  of  Dif- 

.-'.yfatisfaBion  common  amongfl  them, 

Philadelphia,  February. 
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:f^-MY  DEAR  SIR, 

PHILADELPHL4L 
.'  different  afpedl  to  what  it  did  when  I 
landed  there  in  the  month  of  Novemf)^!;. 
Both  congrefs  and  the  flate  ailerably  are  let- 
ting, as  well  as  the  lupreme  federal  court. 
The  city  is  full  of  ilrangers ;  the  theatres  are 
Open  J  and  a  variety  of  public  and  private 
amufcments  are  going  forward.  On  General 
Wafhington's  birth  day,  which  was  a  few  days 
ago,  this  city  was  unufually  gay  *  ^  it\i:r^  per- 
. ;'>'uji'»i" .  >i*Jii  •»•"  «.»'»«•{     \\t'  '■  "<•'•  ,-fi^-i  ■•-!-•       ion 

"'•On  this  day  General' Wjfhing.ton  tcrmi'iateJ  his  fixty-. 
•Tourth  year ;  but  though  not  an  unlicaltliy  man,  he  feemcfj 
confidcrably  older.  I'hc  innumerable  vexations  he  has  met 
with  in  his  different  public  capacities  have  very  fenfibly  im- 
paired the  vigour  of  his  conftitution,and  given  hira  an  aged  ap- 
pearance.' There  is  a  very  material  difference,  however,  in  his 
Jooks  when  fceii  in  private  and  when  he  appears  in  public  fu\\ 
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fon  of  confequence  in  it,  Quakers  alone  ex- 
cepted, made  it  a  point  to  viJit  the  General  on 
il  /     H    1    «    I  3    t  this 

dreft;  in  the  latter  cafe  the  hand  of  art  makes  up  for  the  ra- 
vages of  time,  and  he  feems  many  ycafs  younger.,\^v  •  j>\<>  i*. 

Few  perfons  find  themfclvcs  for  tlie  Jirll  time  in  the  pre- 
fencc  of  General  Wafliington,  a  man  fo  renowned  in  the  pre 
fent  day  for  his  wifdom  and  moderation,  and  whofe  name  w  ill 
be  tranfmitted  with  fuch  honour  to pofterity,  without  being  im- 
prelled  with  a  certain  degree  of  veneration  and  awe;  nor  do 
thefe  emotions  fubfide  on  a  clofcr  acquaintance;  on  the  coj;- 
trary,  his  perfon  and  deportment  are  inch  as  rather  tend  to 
augment  them.  There  is  fomething  very  aullcre  in  his  coiJn- 
tenance,  and  in  his  manners  he  is  uncommonly  rcfcrvcd.  I 
have  heard  fomc  officers,  that  fervcd  immediately  under  his  con 
mand  during  the  American  war,  fay,  that  they  never  faw  iiina 
fmile  during  all  the  time  that  they  were  with  him.  No  man  h.is 
ever  yet  been  conncdted  with  him  by  the  reciprocal  and  un- 
conllrained  ties  of  friendfhip;  and  tut  a  few  can  boart  even  ox 
having' been  on  .in  eafy  and  familiar  footing  with  him. 

The  height  of  his  perfon  is  about  five  feet  eleven;  his  chcli 
is  full ;  and  Jiis  limbs,  though  rather  ilender,  well  ihap.'d,  aiid 
mufcular.  His  head  is  fmall,  in  which  refpeft  he  rcfembles  the 
jnake  of  a  great  number  of  his  countrymen.  His  eyes  arc  of  a 
light  grey  colour;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  Lis  face, 
iiis  nole  is  long.  Mr,  Scewart,  the  eminent  portrait  painter, 
told  me,  that  there  are  features  in  his  face  totally  difFerent 
from  what  he  ever  obrervcd  in  that  of  any  other  human  bcin;-^; 
the  fockets  for  the  eye^,  foriuftance,  are  larger  than  what  Jis 
ever  met  with  before,  and  the  upper  part  of  tlie  iiofe  broader. 
All  his  feitures,  he  obferved,  were  indicative  of  the  Ibongcfl 
and  mod  ungovernable  paflions,  and  had  ho  been  born  in  tac 
forells,  it  was  his  opinion  that  he  would  have  been  the  fierceil 
man  amongft  the  favage  tribej.  In  this,  Mr.  Stewart  has  given 
<t  proof  pf  his  great  difcernment  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  human  couutenancti ;  for  although  Geiieriil  Walhirgton 
has  been  extolled  for  his  great  moderation  and  calittncfs,  duriiu^ 
the  very  trying  fituations  in  which  he  has  fo  ofttn  been  placed, 
yet  thofe  who  have  been  acquainted  with  him  the  longell  and 

iltull 


.;] 


■  r ' 


nl 


'  'I 


n6    TRAVELS  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA; 

this  day.     As  early  as  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  was   prepared  to  receive  them, 

Rftjfjfff  *ul^  to  .'V>'.>r^'>  "^f^*       and 
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mod  Intimately,  fay,  that  he  is  by  nature  a  man  of  a  fierce  and 
irritable  difpofition,  but  that,  like  Socrates,  his  judgment  and 
great  felf-command  have  always  made  him  appear  a  man  of  a 
tlifFercnt  caft  in  the  eyes  cf  the  world.  He  fpcaks  with  great 
diffidence,  and  fometimes  hefitates  for  a  word ;  but  it  is  always 
to  .find  one  particularly  well  adapted  to  his  meaning.  His 
language  is  manly  and  expreffive.  At  levee,  hi?  difcourfe  with 
Ibangers  turns  principally  upon  the  fubjeft  of  America ;  and 
if  they  have  been  through  any  remarkable  places,  his  conver- 
fatlon  is  free  and*  particularly  interefting,  as  he  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  every  part  of  the  country.  He  is  much  more 
open  and  free  in  his  behaviour  at  levee  than  in  private,  and  i;i 
the  company  of  ladies  ftill  more  fo  than  when  folely  with  men. 

General  Wafliington  gives  no  public  dinners  or  other  en- 
tertainments, except  to  thofe  who  are  in  diplomatic  capacities, 
and  to  a  few  families  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Wafliing- 
ton. Strangers,  with  whom  he  wifhes  to  have  fome  conver. , 
fation  about  agriculture,  or  any  fuch  fubjcft,  are  fometimes  in- 
vited to  tea.  This  by  many  is  attributed  to  his  faving  difpo- 
iition ;  but  it  is  more  juft  to  afcribe  it  to  his  prudence  and  fore- 
light  ;  fur  as  the  falary  of  the  prefident,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ierved,  ib  very  fmail,  and  totally  inadequate  by  itfelf  to  fupport 
an  cxpenfivf  ftyle  of  life,  were  he  to  give  numerous  and  fplen- 
did  entertainments,  the  fame  might  poffibly  be  expefted  from 
fnbfequent  prefidents,  who,  if  their  private  fortunes  were  not 
coiifiderabJc,  would  be  unable  to  live  in  the  fame  ftyle,  and 
might  be  cxpofed  to  many  ill-natured  obfervations,  from  the 
rclinqulfliment  of  what  the  people  had  been  accuftomed  to;  it 
i,  molt  likely  alfo  that  General  Walhington  has  been  afluated 
by  thefe  motives,  becaule  in  his  private  capacity  at  Mount 
Vernon  every  ftranger  meeu  with  ^  hofpitable  reception  from 
him. 

General  Walhington's  felf-moderation  is  well  known  to  thp 
world  already.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumilance,  which  re- 
dounds to  his  eternal  honour,  that  while  preftdent  of  the  United 
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ftnd  the  audience  lafted  till  three  in  the  after- 
noon* The  fociety  of  the  Cincinnati,  the 
clergy,  the  officers  of  the  militia,  and  fcveral 
others,  who  formed  a  diflinft  body  of  citi2;ens, 
came  by  themfelves  feparately.  The  foreign 
minillcrs  attended  in  their  richeft  drtfTes  and 
moft  fplendid  equipages.  Two  large  parlours 
were  open  for  the  reception  of  the  gentlemen, 
the  windows  of  one  of  which  towards  the  ftrcet 
were  crowded  with  fpedtators  on  the  outlidc. 
The  lideboard  was  furnifljed  with  cake  and 
wines,  whereof  the  vifitors  partook.  I  never 
obferved  fo  much  cheerfulnefs  before  in  the 
countenance  of  General  Wafliington  ;  but  it 
was  impoifible  for  him  to  remain  infenfible  to 
the  attention  and  the  compliments  paid  to  him 
on  this  occafion. 

The  ladies  of  the  city,  equally  attentive, 
paid  their  refpeds  to  Mrs.Walliington,  who 
received  them  in  the  drawing  room  up  ilairs. 
After  having  vifited  the  General,  moft  of  the 
gentlemen  alfo  waited  upon  her.  A  public 
ball  and  fuppcr  terminated  the  rejoicings  of 

the  day.  :.:v  ""    T^ '  "  ' 

Not  one  town  of  any  importance  was  there 
in  the  whole  union,  vy^here  fome  meeting  did 

,  \  ^  ''\  :    ■  ■ :    i'  .'■  U'-' .\  f-' >.  not 

States  he  never  appointed  one  of  his  own  I'elations  to  any  office 
of  trud  or  emolument,  although  he  has  feveral  that  are  mea 
of  abilities,  and  well  qualified  to  till  the  moft  important  Hationi 
tn  the  government. 
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not  take  place  in  honour  of  this  day;  yet 
iiftgular  as  it  may  appear,  there  are  people  in 
the  country,  Americans  too,  foremoft  in  boaft- 
ing  to  other  nations  of  that  conftitution,  which 
has  been  raifed  for  them  by  his  valour  and 
wifdom,  who  are  either  fo  infenfible  to  his 
merit,  or  fo  totally  devoid  of  every  generous 
fentimcnt,  that  they  can  refufe  to  join  in  com- 
Siicndations  of  thofc  talents  to  which  they  are 
fo  much  indebted  j  indeed  to  fuch  a  length 
4ias  this  perverfe  fpirit  been  carried,  that  I 
have  myfelf  feen  numbers  of  men,  in  all  other 
points  men  of  refpedtability,  that  have  pe- 
remptorily refufcd  even  to  pay  him  the  fmall 
compliment  of  drinking  to  his  health  after 
dinner;  it  is  true  indeed,  that  they  qualify 
their  condudt  partly  by  alfejiting,  that  it  is 
only  as  prcfident  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
as  General  Walhington,  that  they  have  a  dif- 
like  to  him;  hut  this  is  only  a  mean  fubter- 
fugc,  which,  they  are  forced  to  have  recourfe 
to,  left  their  condud  iliould  appear  too 
flrongly  marked  with  ingratitude.  During  the 
war  there  were  many,  and  not  loyalifts  either, 
who  were  doing  all  in  their  power  to  remove 
him  from  thai  command  whereby  he  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguifhed  himfelf.  It  is-the  fpirit  of 
diflatisfadion  v/hich  forms  a  leading  trait  in 
•  the  character  of  the  Afihericans  -as  a^  people, 
which  produces  this  malevolence  it  prefent, 
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juft  as  it  did  formerly;  and  if  their  public  af- 
iUirs  were  rcguUted  by  a  pcriba  lent  from 
heaven,  I  lirmly  bejivive  hf^  ^  aits,  iuflead  of 
meeting  with  uniyerfal  approbation,,  would 
by  many  be  confidered  as  deceitful  and  flagi- 

-Sf-o")  Hi  nic  L  £  T  T  E  R     VIII    ^^'^''" '  'f^^ 

Singular  MUdnefs  of  the  Winter  of  1795-6. — 

*    5'e'/  out  for  Lcmcajier. — Tturnpike  Road  be^ 

' '  tiveen  that  Place  and  Fhiladelphiai^^Sum- 

"'■'  mary  Fiew  of  the  State  of  Pennjylijania,-^ 

'^'  Defcription  of  the  Farms  between  Lancafer 

'*  and  Fhiladelphia.-'-^T^he  Farmers  live  in  a 

'  penurious  Style. — Greatly  inferior  to  FngU.fi 

y   Farmers, — Bad  Taverns  on  this  Road, — 

'^Waggons  and  Waggoners, — Cujloms  of  the 

^^  latter, — Defcriptiori  of  LancaJter,^^Lately 

^  made  the  Seat  of  the  State  Goniernment.-^ 

'^    MamtfdSiures carried onihere.'-^Rife Guns^— 

"'' '  Great  Dexterity  nvith  which  the  Americans 

•^  ufe  them, — Anecdote  of  two  ^''? ginian' Sol- 

■^'  diers  belonging  to  a  Rife  Regiments  >K-  v  ••' 
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.  irMV  DEAR  SIR,  ,,,-  h,;f.r  ..  ., .-.  ' .    Lancafter,  March. 

'TpHIS  winter  has  proved  one  of  the  mildeft 

that  has  ever  been  experienced  in  the 

country.     During  the  laft  month  there  were 

two  or  three  (light  iiills  gf  iiio.w»  but  in  no 
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one  inftance  did  it  remain  two  days  on  the 
ground.  Afmart  frofl:  fet  in,  the  iirfl  week 
of  this  month,  and  fnow  fell  to  the  depth  of 
fix  or  fcven  inches ;  but  on  the  third  day  a 
fudden  thaw  came  on,  and  it  quickly  difap- 
peared  :  fmce  then  the  weather  has  remained 
uncommonly  mild.  The  feafon  being  fo  fine, 
and  fo  favourable  for  travelling,  l  was  unwil- 
ling to  flay  at  Philadelphia  j  accordingly  I  fet 
out  for  thi&  place  on  horfeback,  and  arrived 
here  laft  night,  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  day's 
journey.  From  hence  I  intend  to  proceed 
towards  the  fouth,  to  meet  the  apf  oaching 
■  ■iprinsr* '  <,  ju>YV»i-*->vi  i^<iri  ;^iij  4Jii4it,(.iiiijUi.iv^u>iVt>^ 

'  The  road  between  Philadelphia  and  Lan- 
cafter  has  lately  undergone  a  thorough  repair, 
and  tolls  are  levied  upon  it,  to  keep  it  in  order, 
under  the  dircdion  of  a  company.  When- 
ever thefe  tolls  afford  a  profit  of  more  than 
fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  flock  originally  fub- 
fcribed  for  making  the  road,  the  company  is 
bound,  by  an  adl  of  afi«mbly,  to  leflen  them. 
This  is  the  firil  attempt  to  have  a  turnpike 
road  in  Pcnnlylvania,  and  it  is  oy  no  means 
relinked  by  the  people  at  large,  particularly  by 
the  waggoners,  who  go  in  great  numbers  by 
this  route  to  Philadelphia  from  the  back  part« 
of  the  flate. 

The  Hate  of  Pcnnfylvania  lies  nearly  in  ths 
form  of  a  parallelogram,  whole  grcatcfl  length 
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IS  from  eaft  to  weft.     This    parallelogram   is 
croired  diagonally  trom  the  north- eaft  to  the 
fouth-weft    by    Teveral    different    ridges    of 
mountains,  which  are  about  one  hundred  miles 
in  breadth.  The  valleys  between  thefe  ridgeri 
contain  a  rich  black  foil,   and  in  the  fouth- 
weft  and  north-eaft  angles  alio,  at  tiie  outfide 
of  the  mountains,  the  foil  is  very  good.     The 
northern  parts  of  this  ftate  are  but  very  thinly 
inhabited  as  yet,  but  towards  the  fouth,  the 
whole  way  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittfburgh,  it 
is  well  fettled.     The  moft  populous  part  of  it 
is  the  fouth-eaft  corner,  which  lies  between 
the  mountains  and  the  river  Delaware;  through 
this  part  the  turnpike  road  palfes  which  leads 
to  Lancafter.     The  country  on  each  fide  of 
the  road  is  pleafingly  divcrfified  with  hill  and 
dale.     Cultivation  is  chiefly  confined  to  the 
low  lands,  which  are  the  richeft ;  the  hills  are 
all  left  covered  with  wood,  and  afford  a  pleaf- 
ing  variety  to  the  eye.      The  further  you  ro 
from  Philadelphia  the  more  fertile  is  the  coun- 
try, and  the  more  pidurefque  at   the  fame 
time*         ■"'  '^'  '*  J'M'*  )nr*\*^'  t^.-  '  r I  •» 

^  On  the  whole  road  from  Philadelphia  to 
Lancaftcr,  there  are  not  any  two  dwellings 
ftanding  together,  excepting  at  a  fmall  place 
called  Downing's  Town,which  lies  about  mid- 
way; numbers  of  farm  houfes,  however,  are 
fcattcjed  over  the  country  as  far  as  the  eye 
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can  reach.     Thefe  houfes  arc  moftly  built  of 
(tone,  and  are  about  as  good  as  thofe  ufually 
met  with  on  an  arable  farm  of  fifty  acres  in 
a    well   cultivated    part  of   England.     The 
tarms  attached  to  thefe  houfes  contain  about 
two  hundred  acres  each,  and  are,  with  a  few 
exceptions  only,  the  property  of  the  perfons 
who  cultivate  them.     In  the  cultivated  parts 
of  Pcnnfyivania  the  farms  rarely  exceed  three 
hundred  acres ;  towards  the  north,  however, 
where  the  fettlements  are  but  few,  large  tracts 
of  land  are  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  who 
are  fpeculators  and  land  jobbers.     Adjoining 
to  the  houfes  there  is  generally  a  peach  or  an 
apple  orchard.     With  the  fruit   they  make 
cyder  and  brandy  ',  the  people  have  a  method 
uIlQ  of  drying  the  peaches  and  apples,  after 
having  diced  them,  in  the  fun,  and  thus  cured 
they  laft  all  the  year  round.     They  are  ufed 
for  pies  and  puddings,  but  they  have  a  very 
acrid  tallc,  and  fcarcely  any  cf  tlie  original 
flavour  of  the  fruit.   The  peaches  in  their  beft 
ftate  are  but  indifferent,  being  fniall  and  dry  j 
I  never  eat  any  that  were  good,  cxccptingfuch 
us  were  raifcd  with  care  in  gardens.     It  is  faid 
tha.  the  clinnate  is  fo  much  altered,  that  they 
will   not   grow    now  as   they   formerly  didi 
In  Apfil  and  May  nightly  frolls  arc  viry  com- 
mon, which  were  totally  unknown  fgrmcily, 
a;id frequently  the  oeachc;^  are  entirely  blighted. 
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Gardens  are  very  rare  in  the  country  parts  of 
Pennfylvonia,  for  the  farmers  think  the  labour 
which  they  require  does  not  afford  fufficient 
profit;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns,  how- 
ever, they  are  common,  and  the  culinary  ve- 
getables raifed  in  them,  are  equal  to  any  of 
their  refpedtive  kinds  in  the  world,  potatoes 
excepted,  which  generally  have  an  earthy  un- 
pleafont  tafte. -f*-^**^  *v».rSA  h.-?  •    >  v*v 

Though  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ftate 
of  Pcnnfylvania  is  better  cultivated  than  any 
other  part  of  America,  yet  the  ftyle  of  farm- 
ing is  on  the  whole  very  flovenly.  I  venture, 
indeed,  to  ailert,  that  the  farmers  do  not  raife 
more  on  their  two  hundred  acres  than  a  fkil  - 
ful  farmer  in  Norfolk,  SufFolk,  or  EfTex,  or 
in  any  well  cultivated  part  of  England,  would 
do  on  fifty  acres  of  good  land  there.  The  far- 
mer alfo,  who  rents  fifty  acres  of  arable  land 
in  England,  lives  far  more  comfortably  in 
every  refpc^t  than  the  farmer  in  Pcnnfylvania, 
or  in  any  other  of  the  middle  flates,  who  owns 
two  hundred  acres  of  land;  his  houfe  will  be 
found  better  furni(hed,  and  his  table  more 
plentifblly  covered.  That  the  farmers  do 
not  live  better  in  America,  I  hardly  know 
whether  to  afcribe  to  their  love  of  making 
money,  or  to  their  real  indifference  about  bet- 
ter fare  i  perhaps  it  may  be  owing,  in  fome 
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meafure^  to  both  j  certain  it  is  however,  that 
their  mode  of  living  is  moft  wretched.    ■  i  -  -,  j , 
The  taverns  throughout  this  part  of  the 
country  are  kept  by  farmers,  and  they  are  all 
very  indifferent.     If  the  traveller  can  procure 
a  few  eggs  with  a  little  bacon,  he  ought  tp 
reft  fatisfied ;  it  is  twenty  to  one  that  a  bit  o:" 
freOi  meat  is  to  be  had,  or  any  falted  meat 
except  pork.   Vegetables  feem  alfo  to  be  very 
fcarce,  and  when  you  do  get  any,   they   ge- 
nerally confift  of  turnips,  or  turnip  tops  boiled 
by  way  of  greens.     The  bread  is  heavy  and 
four,  though  they  have  as  fine  flour  as  any  in 
the  world;  this  is  owing  to  their  method  of 
making  itj  they  raife  it  with  what  they  call 
Jots — hops  and  water  boiled   together.     No 
dependapce   is  to  be  placed  upon  getting  a 
jnan  at  thefe  taverns  to  rub  down  your  horfc, 
or  even  to  give  him  his  food;  frequently  there- 
fore you  will  have  to  do  every  thing  of  the 
kind  for  yourfelf,  if  you  Jo  not  trgvel  with, a 
fervant ;  and  indeed,  even  where  men  are  kept 
for   the  purpofe   of  attending   to  travellers, 
..which   at   fome  of  the  taverns  is  thq  cafe, 
they  arc  fo  fullcn  and  diiobliging  that  you  feel 
inchned  to  do  every   tiling    with  your  own 
hands,  rather  than  he  indebted  to  them  for  their 
alVillance  :  they  always  appear  daubtful  whe- 
■  ther  the^  ihould  do  any  thiiig  for  you  or  not. 
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And  to  be  reafoning  within  themfelves,  whe- 
then  it  is  not  too  great  a  departure  from  the 
rules  of  equaHty  to  take  ^e  horle  of  another 
man,  and  whether  it  wouffl  not  be  a  pleafing 
fight  to  fee  a  gentleman  ftrip  off  his  coat,  and 
go  to  work  for  himfelf ;  nor  will  money  make 
them  alter  their  condudtj  civility,  as  I  before 
faid,  is  not  to  be  purchafed  at  any  expence  in 
America ;  neverthelefs  the  people  will  pocket 
your  money  with  the  utmoft  readinefs,  though 
without  thanking  you  for  it.  Of  all  beings 
on  the  earth,  Americans  are  the  moft  interefted 
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and  covetous. 
■'  It  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  go  one  mile  on 
this  road  without  meetino;  numbers  of  wag:- 
gons  pafling  and  repaying  between  the  back 
parts  of  the  ilatc  and  Philadelphia.  Thefe 
waggons  arc  commonly  drawn  by  four  or  five 
horfes,  four  of  which  are  yoked  in  pairs.  Tlr^ 
Waggons  are  heavy,  the  liorfcs  fmall,  and  the 
driver  unmerciful  j  the  conlequencc  of  which 
is,  that  in  every  team,  nearly,  there  is  a  hoilj 
cither  lame  or  blind.  The  Pcnnfv^lvanians  dvc 
notorious  for  the  bad  care  which  they  take  of 
their  horfes.  Excepting  the  night  be  tcmpef- 
tuous,  the  waggoners  never  put  their  horfes 
under  (helter,  and  then  it  is  only  under  a  ihed; 
each  tavern  is  ufually  provivlcd  with  a  large 
one  for  the  purpofc.  Market  or  High>Areet, 
in  Philadelphia,  the  ftrect  by  which  ihcfe  peo- 
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pie  come  into  the  town,  is  always  crowded 
with  waggons  and  horfes,  that  are  left  Hand- 
ing there  all  nigl^J|||  This  is  to  fave  money ; 
thie  expence  of  pRing  them  into  a  ftable, 
would  be  too  great,  in  the  opinion  of  thefe 
people.  Food  for  the  horfes  is  always  carried 
in  the  waggon,  and  the  moment  they  ftop  they 
are  unyoked^  and  fed  whilft  they  arc  warm* 
By  this  treatment,  half  the  poor  animals  are 
foundered.  The  horfes  are  fed  out  of  a  large 
trough  carried  for  the  purpofe,  and  .fixed  on 
the  pole  of  the  waggon  by  means  of  iron 
pins.  :  .    ;     --  ,. 

Lancafter  is  the  largeft  inland  'town  In 
North  America,  and  contains  about  nine  hun- 
dred houfes,  built  chiefly  of  brick  and  flone^ 
together  with  fix  churches,  a  court  houfe,  and 
gaol.  Of  the  churches,  there  is  one  refpec- 
tively  for  German  Lutherans,  German  Cal- 
vinifts,  Moravians,  Englifli  Epilcopalians,  and 
Roman  Catholics.      The  ftreets  are  laid  out 


regularly,   and  crois    each    other 


angles. 


at 


right 


An  ad  of  aifembly  has  been  pafled,  for 
making  this  town  the  feat  of  the  ftate  govern- 
ment inHicad  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  afTembLy 
was  to  meet  in  the  year  1797.  Thiscircum- 
{tance  is  much  in  favour  of  the  improvement 
of  the  town .  The  Pblladelphians,  inimical  to 
the  meafuiT,  talked  of  it  much  in  the  fame. 
,    '  ,  "    ftvla 
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Ayle  that  they  do  now  of  the  removal  of  the 
ieat  of  the  federal  government,  faying,  that  it 
mufl  be  again  changed  jH^hiladelphia ;  but 
the  neceffity  of  having  the  feat  of  the  le- 
giflature  as  central  as  poffible  in  each  ftate  is 
obvious,  and  if  a  change  does  take  place  again, 
it  is  moft  likely  that  it  will  only  be  to  remove 
the  feat  ftill  farther  from  Phila-'  jlphia.  On 
the  fame  principle,  the  aflembly  of  Virginia 
meets  now  at  Richmond  inftead  of  Williamf- 
burgh,  and  that  of  New  York  ftate,  at  Albany 
inftead  of  the  city  of  New  York.  "      , 

Several  different  kinds  of  articles  are  ma- 
nufadtured  at  Lancafter  by  German  mecha- 
nics,  individually,  principally  for  the  people  of 
the  town  and  the  neighbourhood.  Rifled  bar- 
rel guns  however  are  to  be  excepted,  which, 
although  not  as  handfome  as  thofe  im- 
ported from  England,  are  more  efteemed  by 
the  hunters,  and  aVe  fent  to  every  part  of  the 
country. 

The  rifled  barrel  guns,  commonly  ufed  in 
America,  are  nearly  of  the  length  of  a  muflcct, 
and  carry  leaden  balls  from  the  fize  of  thirty 
to  iixty  in  the  pound.  Some  hunters  prefer 
thofe  of  a  fmall  bore,  becaufe  they  require  but 
little  ammunition ;  others  prefer  fuch  as  have 
a  wide  bore,  becaufe  the  wound  which  they 
infli«^  is  more  certainly  attended  with  death ; 
the  wound,  however,  made  hy  a  ball  dif- 
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tharged  from  one  of  thefe  guns,  is  always  very 
flangerous.     The  ipfide  of  the  barrel  is  fluted, 
and  the  grooves  riiiA  in  a  fpiral  diredlion  from 
one  end  of  the  barrel  to  the  other,  confe- 
quently  when   the  ball  comes  out  it  has  £| 
whirlirtg  motion  round  its  own  axis,   et  the 
fame  t'uhQ  that  it  moves  forward,  i    \  wheil 
it  inters  into  the  body  of  an  animal,  it  tears  up 
the  ilefh  in  a  dreadful  manner.      The  beft  of 
powder  is  chofen  for  a  rifle  barrel  gun,  and 
after  a  proper  portion  of  it  is  put  down  the 
barrel,  the  ball  is  inclofed  in  a  fmall  bit  of 
linen  rag,  well  greafed  at  the  outfide,  and 
then  forced  down  with  a  thick  ramrod.     The 
greafe  and  the  bits  of  rag,  which  are  called 
patches,  are  carried  in  a  little  box  at  the  but- 
end  of  the  gun.     The  beft  rifles  are  furniflied 
with  two  triggers,  one  of  which  being  firft 
pulled  fets  the  other,  that  is,  alters  the  fpring, 
io  that  it  will  yield  even  to  the  flight  touch  of 
a  feather.     Thev  are  alfo  furniflied  with  dou- 

« 

ble  fights  along  the  barrel,  as  fine  as  thofe  of 
a  furveying  inftrument.  An  experienced 
markfinan,  with  one  of  thefe  guns,  will  hit 
an  objedl  not  larger  than  a  crown  piece,  to  a 
certainty,  at  the  diflance  of  one  hundred  yards. 
Two  men  belonging  to  the  Virginia  rifle  re- 
giment, a  large  divifion  of  which  was  quar- 
tered in  this  town  during  the  war,  had  fuch  a 
-, •'-'■   -''   •,     ^fi^i.iu  ,,  dcpendance 
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dependance  on  each  other's  dexterity,  that  the 
one  would  hold  a  piece  of  board,  not  more 
than  nine  inches  fquare,  between  his  knees, 
whilil  the  other  (hot  at  it  with  a  ball  at  the 
diftance  of  one  hundred  paces.  This  they 
ufed  to  do  alternately,  for  the  amufement  of 
the  town's  people,  as  often  as  they  were  cal- 
led upon*  Numbers  of  people  in  Lancaftcr 
can  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  fadt.  Were 
I,  however,  to  tell  you  all  the  ftories  I  have 
heard  of  the  performances  of  riflemen,  you 
would  think  the  people  were  moft  abominably 
addi(Sted  to  lying.  A  rifle  gun  will  not  carry 
(hot,  nor  will  it  carry  a  ball  much  farther  than 
one  hundred  yards  with  certainty.  HVt 

^tgiihqi  .*9dj  >'t)t{fi  ,^f  Uili  ii^)dio^jihki)3\b^Ui}rt'' 
to  thu(if  tdgifl  ')di  or  r4v/>  hbrf  (lfv>  ^t  iMr6\' 
-nob  rbm  b'5d\\fyi'Ji^W^isi  r^HT  *  ;H*>fi?/;4ra". 

I uf  - ll t V.' ' •  pifirfy  -  tjl^i'^t '  '♦' y  'jirto'  rtt »•  ^rr  .  n >^ /rO^  'itrff 
kb't  nv  b"^*H ;  f  *«>  I^S  n  f  >'f*y  ♦i^'y*«f4  >  H  'vff  i"?j^-  ^  ^t^  a  f  .Vf -5  i^  i ' 
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Number  i>f  G'ernihnt  m  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Tork  and  Lancafler,'*^How  brought  over,-^ 
White  Siavelrdde.'^Cruelty frequently prac^ 
^tifed  in  the  carrying  it  on, — Character  of  the 
German "  Settlers  contrajkd  with  that  of  the 
Americam-^^PaJfage  (f  the  Sufquehannah 
between  York  and  Lancafier,^^Great  Beauty 
of  the  ProfpeBs  along  the  River, — •Tiefcrip"  ■. 
tion  ofTork.^^Courtsof  Jujlice  there.'^Of 
the  Pennjyhanian  Syjiem  of  Judicature,   -'i^  H 

•  a,  MY  DEAR  SIR,  ,  i,^,y  Ji^j  [jf^ii  .York,  March. 

T  Arri«cd  at  this  pkce,  which  is  about  twenty ; 
<  miles   diftant  from  Lancafter,  yefterday,  - 
The«inhabitants  of  this  town,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  Lancafter  and  of  the   adjoining  country, 
conftft  principally  of  Dutch  and  German  emi- 
grants, and  their  defcendants.     Great  num-; 
bers  of  thefc  people  emigrate  to  America  every 
year,  and  the  importation  of  them  forms  a, 
very  confiderable  branch  of  commerce.  They 
are  for  the  moft  part  brought  from  rhe  Hanfe 
Towns  and  from  Rotterdam.     The  vcfTels  fail 
thither  from  America,  laden  with  different 
kTrids  of  produce,  and  the  mafters  of  them, 
on^ardying  there,  entice  oq  board  as  many  of 
thefc   people  as  they  can  perfuade  to  leave 
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their  native  country,  without  demanding  any 
money  for  their  parage.  When  the  vefTel 
arrives  in  America,  an  advertifement  is  put 
into  the  paper,  mentioning  the  difierent  kinds 
of  men  on  hoard,  whether  fmiths,  tailors, 
carpenters,  labourers,  or  the  like,  and  the  peo- 
ple that  are  in  want  of  fuch  men  ^lock  dow« 
to  the  veflcl ;  thefe  poor  Germans  are  then  fold 
to  the  higheil  bidder,  and  the  captain  of  the 
veiTel,  or  the  fhip  holder,  puts  the  money  into 

Ins  pocRct  •  ''•,',':/{  j\Vj^  *<v'>^vhV5  ^.v.'.''^!" ">'\'"i  ■'i?''^  '\>  ■ 
There  have  been  many  very  fliocking  m- 
fiances  of  cruelty  in  the  carrying  on  of  this 
trade,  vulgarly  called  **  The  white  flave 
"  trade."  I  ihall  tell  you  but  of  one.  While 
the  yellow  fever  was  raging  in  Philadelphia  in 
the  year  1793,  at  which  time  few  vefTels  would 
venture  to  approach  nearer  to  the  city  than 
Fort  Mifflin,  four  miles  below  it,  a  captain  in^ 
the  trade  arrived  in  the  river,  and  hearing  that 
fuch  was  the  fatal  nature  of  the  infection,  that 
a  fufficient  number  of  niirfes  could  not  be 
procured  to  attend  the  fick  for  any  fum  what- 
ever, he  conceived  the  philanthropic  idea  of 
fupplying  this  deficiency  from  amongft  his 
paflengers ;  accordingly  he  boldly  failed  up  to 
the  city,  and  advertifed  his  cargo  for  fale:- 

*  tTiou/ands  bf  peopfle  Mrere  btobglit  rr6m  the  riorth  oflrc- 
land  in  the  iamc  way  before  the  war  with  France.  ^  ^^j    .y  ^['  j 
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•«  A  few  healthy  fervants,  generally  between 
«*  feventeen  and  eighteen  years  of  age,  are  juft 
"  arrived  in  the  brig  — — ,  their  times  will 
"  be  difpofed  of  by  applying  on  board."  The 
cargo,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  did  not  remain 
long  unfold.     This  anecdote  was  communis* 
cated  to  me  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  the  ori* 
ginal  advertifement  in  his  pofleffion.  ix'.jni^hiu 
L/'ijWhen  I  tell  you  that  people  are  fold  in  ;this 
manner,  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  that  they 
are  fold  for  ever,  but  only  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years  j  for  two,  three,  four,  or  five  years, 
according  to  their  refpedtive  merits.    A  good 
jnechanic,  that  underilands  a  particular  kind 
of  trade,  for  which  men  are  much  wanted  in 
, America^  has  to  ferve  a  (horter  time  than  a 
mere  labourer,  as  more  money  will  be  given 
for  his  time,  and  the  expence  of  his  paffage 
does  not  exceed  that  of  any  other  man.    Dur- 
ing their  lervitude,  thefe  people  are  liable  to 
be  refold  at  the  caprice  of  their  mailers ;  they 
areas  much  under  dominion  as  negro  (laves, 
.  and  if  they  attempt  to  run  away,  they  may  be 
.•imprifoned  like  felons.     The  laws  refpeding 
.**  redemptioners,**  fo  are  the  men  called  that 
are  brought  over  in  this  manner,  were  ground- 
,.^d ,  on  thofe  formed  for  the  EngliHi  convids 
^  jfc^fore  the  revolution,  and  they  are  very  fevere. 
.,i,,f  The  Germans,  are  a  quiet,  fober,  and  induf- 
trious   fct  of  people,  and  are  mofl:  valuable 
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citizens.  They  generally  fettle  a  good  many 
together  in  one  place,  and,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  in  confequence  keep  up  many  of  the 
cuftoms  of  their  native  country  as  well  as  their 
own  language.  In  Lancafter  and  the  neigh- 
ibourhood,  German  is  the  prevailing  language, 
and  numbers  of  people  living  there  are  ig-», 
norant  of  any  other.  The  Germans  are  fome 
of  the  beft  farmers  in  the  United  States,  and 
they  feldom  are  to  be  found  but  where  the 
land  is  particularly  good;  wherever  they  fettle 
they  build  churches,  and  are  wonderfully  at- 
tentive to  the  duties  of  religion.  In  thefe  and 
riany  other  refpeds  the  Germans  and  their 
defcendants  difer  widely  from  the  Americans, 
that  is,  from  the  defcendants  of  the  Englifh, 
Scotch,  Iriih,  and  other  nations,  who  from 
Jiaving  lived  in  the  country  for  many  genera- 
tions, and  from  having  mingled  together,  now 
form  one  people,  whofe  manners  and  habits 
are  very  much  the  fame,  h  ^  "^rft  ?•;  f.''v^  »^,  .7^f 
"  '  The  Germans  are  a  plodding  race  of  men, 
wholly  intent  upon  their  own  bufinefs,  and 
indifferent  about  that  of  others :  a  ftranger  is 
never  molefted  as  he  pafles  through  their  fet- 
tlements  with  inquifitive  and  idle  queflions. 
On  arriving  amongft  the  Americans*,  how- 

•  III  (peaking  of  the  Americans  here,  and  in  tKe  folloWing 
lines,  it  is  thofe  of  the  lower  and  middling  clafie?  of  the  people 
which  I  allude  to,  fuch  as  are  met  with  in  t'oe  country  paru 
of  Pennfylvania, 
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ever,  a  ftranger  muft  tell  where  he  came  from, 
where  he  is  going,  what  his  name  is,  what  his 
bufmefs  is  5  and  until  he  gratifies  their  curiolity 
on  thefe  points,  and  many  others  of  equal  im- 
portance, he  is  never  fuifered  to  remain  quiet 
for  a  moment.  In  a  tavern,  he  muft  fatisfy 
every  freih  fet  that  comes  in,  in  the  fame 
manner,  or  involve  himfelf  in  a  quarrel,  efpe- 
cially  if  it  is  found  out  that  he  is  not  a  native, 
which  it  does  not  require  much  fagacity  to 
difcover. 

The   Germans  give  tliemfelves  but  little 
trouble  about  politics  ;  they  cled;  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  ferve  in  congrcfs  and  the  ftate 
aflemblics;    and  fatisfied  that  deferving  men 
have  be-n  chofen  by  the  people  at  large,  they 
truft  that  thefe  men  do  what  is  beft  for  the 
public  good,  and  therefore  abide  patiently  by 
their  decifions  t   they  revere  the  conftitution, 
confcious  that  they  live  happily  under  it,  and 
exprefs  no  wiflies  to  have  it  altered.     The 
Americans,  however,  are  for  ever  cavilling  at 
fome  of  the  publi':  meafures  ;   fome^tl^ing  or 
other  is  always  wrong,  and  they  never  appear 
perfectly  fatisfied.     If  any  great  ineafuie  is 
before  congrefs  for  difcuflion,   feemingly  dif- 
trullful  of  the  abiiities  or  the  integrity  of  the 
men  they  have  eledted,  they  meet  together  in 
their  towns  or  diftrids,   canvafs  the  matter 
thcmfclvcs,  and  then  fend  forward  inftrudions 
I  to 
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to  their  reprefentatives  how  to  a(St.  They 
never  confider  that  any  important  queftion  is 
more  likely  to  meet  with  3  fair  difcuflion  in  an 
aflembly,  where  able  men  are  colledled  toge- 
ther from  all  parts  of  the  flates,  than  in  an 
obfcure  corner,  where  a  few  individuals  are 
aflembled,  who  have'  no  opportunity  of  get- 
ting general  information  on  the  fubjedt.  Party 
fpirit  is  for  ever  creating  diffentions  amongfl: 
them,  and  one  man  is  continually  endeavour- 
ing to  obtrude  his  political  creed  upon  another. 
If  it  is  found  out  that  a  ftranger  is  from  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  they  immediately  begin  to 
boaft  of  their  own  conftitution  and  freedom, 
and  give  him  to  uodcrftand,  that  they  think 
every  Englishman  a  flave,,  becaufe  he  fubmit? 
to  be  called  a  fubjedt.  Their  opinions  are  for 
the  moft  part  crude  and  dogmatical,  and  prin- 
cipally borrowed  from  newfpapcrs,  which  are 
wretchedly  compiled  from  the  pamphlets  of 
the  day;  having  read  a  few  of  which,  they 
think  themfelves  arrived  at  the  fummit  of 
intellectual  excellence,  and  cpalified  for 
making  the  deeped  political  rcfcarches. 

The  Germans,  as  I  have  fiid,  are  fond  of 
fettling  near  each  other :  when  the  young  men 
of  a  family  are  grown  up,  they  generally  en- 
deavour to  get  a  piece  of  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  their  relations,  and  by  their  in- 
duftry  foou  make  it  valuable  i^  the  American, 
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on  the  contrary,  is  of  a  roving  difpofition,  and 
wholly  regardlcfsof  the  ties  of  confanguinity  9 
he  takes  his  wife  with  him,  goes  to  a  diftanti 
part  of  the  country,  and  buries  himfelf  in  the 
woods,  hundreds  of  miles  diftant  from  the  reft 
of  his  family,  never  perhaps  to  fee  them  again. 
In  the  back  parts  of  the  country,  you  always 
meet  numbers  of  men  prowling  about  to  try 
and  buy  cheap  land  ;  having  found  what  they 
like,  they  immediately  remove :  nor  having 
once  removed,  are  thefe  people  fatisfied ;  reft- 
lefs  and  difcon tented  with  what  they  poiTefs, 
they  are  for  ever  changing.  It  is  fcarcely  pof-^ 
fible  in  any  part  of  the  continent  to  find  a 
man,  amongft  the  middling  and  lower  claiTes 
of  Americans,  who  has  not  changed  his  farm 
and  his  relidence  many  different  times.  Thus 
it  is,  that  though  there  are  not  more  than 
four  millions  of  people  in  the  United  States, 
yet  thty  are  fcattered  from  the  confines  of 
Canada  to  the  fartlied:  extremity  of  Georgia, 
and  iVom  the  Atlantic  to  the  banks  of  the 
Milliffippi.  ThoulUnds  of  acres  of  wafte  land 
arc  annually  taken  up  in  unhealthy  and  un- 
fruitful parts  of  the  country,  notwithftandiiTg 
that  the  bcft  fettled  and  hcjlthy  pa' ts  of  the 
niiddic  Pates  would  maintain  five  times  the 
number  of  inhabitants  that  they  do  at  prcfent. 
The  American,  hov/cver,  docs  not  change 
about  fioni  place  to  place  in  this  manner  merely 
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ta  gratify  a  wandering  difpofition  -,  in  every 
change  he  hopes  to  make  money.     By  the 
deiire  of  making  money,  both  the   Germans 
and  Americans  of  every  clafs  and  dcfcription, 
are   actuated  in  all   their   movements;   felf- 
intereft  is  always  uppermoft  in  their  thoughts ; 
it  is  the  idol  which  they  vvorlhip,  and  at  its 
flirine   thoufands  and   thoufands    would    be 
found,   in  all  parts   of  the  country,  ready  to 
make  a  facrifice  of  every  noble  anci  generous 
fentiment  that  can  adorn  the  human  mind.    •  ^ 
5^  In  coming  to  this  place  from  Lcincaller,  I 
croffed  the  Sufquehannah  River,  which  runs 
nearly  midway  between  the  two  towns,  at  the 
fmall  village  of  Columbia,  as  better  boats  arc 
kept  there  than  at  either  of  the  ferries  higher 
up  or  lower  down  the  river.     The  Sulquc- 
hannah  is  here  fomewhat  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  wide ;  and  for  a  confiderable  diltance, 
both  above  and  below  the  Icrry,  ii   abounds 
with  iflands  and  large  rocks,  over  \^  I.ich  la(t 
the  water  runs  with  prodigiou.>  vclovii/r    the 
roaring  noife  that  it  makes   is  li;  f<rd  u  great 
way  oif.     The  banks  rile  very  '  ijdly  on  ca'.li 
fide,  and  are  thickly  wooded  ;    tbc  illands  alfo 
are  covered  with   fmall  trees,   which,    inter- 
fpcrfcd  with  the  rocks,  produce  a  very  fine 
effcdt.     The  fcenery  in  every  point  of  view 
is  wild  and  romantic.     li\  crc>j[Ting  the  river 
it  is  neccflary  to  row  up  agaiall  ihc  ftrcam 
'''  under 
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under  the.  ihore»  and  thon  to  ilpke  over  to 
the  oppoiite  £dc,  under  the  Qielter  of  Ibme 
of  the  largeil  iHands.  As  thcfe  rapids  con-^ 
tinue  for  many  miks,  they  totally  impede  the 
navigation,  excepting  when  there  arc  floods 
in  the  river,  at  which  time  large  rafts  may 
be  conducted  down  the  dream,  carrying  Icve- 
ral  hundred  barrels  of  flour.  It  is  faid  that  the 
river  could  be  rendered  navigable  in  this 
neighbourhood,  but  the  expence  of  fuch  an 
undertaking  wot:!d  be  enormous,  and  there  is 
little  likelihood  indeed  that  it  will  ever  be 
attempted,  as  the  Pennfylvanians  are  already 
engaged  in  cutting  a  canal  below  Harriiburgh, 
which  will  connect  the  navigable  part  of  the 
river  with  the  Schuylkill,  and  alio  another 
canal  from  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Delaware, 
by  means  of  which  a  vent  will  be  opened 
for  the  produce  of  the  country  bordering  upon 
the  Sufquchannah  at  Philadelphia.  Thefe 
canals  would  have  been  hnilhed  by  this  time, 
if  the  fubfcribers  had  all  paid  their  refpedivc 
iliares,  but  at  prefent  they  ure  almort  at  a  Hand 
(or  want  of  money.  i   \^^,:    ^r-^dum. 

,  .2  The  quantity  of  wild  fowl  that  is  fecn  cfn 
every  part  of  the  Sufquehannah  is  immenfe. 
Throughout  America  the  wild  fowl  is  excel- 
ktti  and  plentiful;  but  there  is  one  duck  ir 
particular  found  on  this  rive*  .  a*,  a  alfo  on  Pa- 
towinacjnd  J^.^s^AfV^9r^i  whkh jG,ir|>anrcs  all 

•■^f.l.h.;>!T    u         Oti46J§; 


,f\ 


otliers':  It  Is  callecf  tHe  \vhite  arcanVafs-back 
duck,  from  the  ^feathers  between  tliS'wings 
beiiiii  Tome  what  of  the  colour  of  canvafs.  This 
duck  Is  held  in  fuch  eftfmattori  in  America,  that 
it  is  font  frequently  as  a  prefcnt  for  hundreds 
of  miles — indeed  it  would  be  a  dainty  morfel 
for  the  grcateft  epicure  in  any  country.'*'^'"*  ''^ 

York  contains  about  five  hundred  ho^f?? 
rnd  fix  churches,,  and  is  much  fuch  anotlier 
town  as  Lancafler.  It  is  inhabited  by  Ger- 
mans, by  whom  the  fime  manufadtures  are 
carried  on  as  at  Lancifler. 

The  courts  of  common  picas,  and  thote  of 
general  quarter  iefllons,  were  holding  when  I 
reached  this  place;  I  found  it  difiicult,  there- 
fore, at  firft,  to  procure  accommodatio.i,  but 
at  laft  I  got  admifiion  in  a  houfe  principally 
taken  up  by  lawyers.  To  hehu'd  the  ftrange 
alfcmblage  of  perfons  that  was  brought  toge- 
ther this  morning  in  the  one  poor  apartment 
which  was  allotted  to  all  the  lodiijei^s,  wasrcdly 
a  fubtcft  of  diverfion.  Here  one  lawyer  had 
hivS  clients  in  a  corner  of  the  room  ;  there 
unotlicr  had  his;  a  third  was  (Ir.iving;  a 
fourth  powdering  his  ownliair;  a  fifth  not- 
ing his  brici';  and  the  tabic  {landing  in  the 
Miiddle  of  th'v"  room,  between  a  clamorcus  fet 
of  Old 'men  on  one  fide,  and  three  or  it^ 
u^tneh  in  tears  on  tl)e  other ;  I  and  the  re^ 
of  thi;  a^mpany  wlio  were  not  lawyers,  were 
left  to  cat  our  breakt'all. 

\'oL.  [.  ii  On 
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On  entering  into  the  courts,  a  ftrangcr  is  apt 
to  fmiie  at  the  grotefque  appearance  of  the 
judges  who  prefide  in  then:i,  and  at  their  man- 
ners on  the  bench  i  but  this  fmile  mud  be  fup- 
prefled  when  it  is  recoUefted,  that  there  is  no 
country,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  where  juftice 
is  more  impartially  adminiftercd,  or  more  eafily 
obtained  by  thole  who  have  been  injured.  The 
judges  in  the  country  parts  of  Pennfylvania 
ore  no  more  than  plain  farmers,  who  from  their 
infancy    have  been  accultomed  to  lirtle  elfe 
than   following  the  plough.      The  laws  ex- 
prefsly  declare  that  there  muft  be,   at  leafl, 
three  judges  refidcnt  in  every  county  j  now  as 
the  falary  allowed  is  but  a  mere  trifle,  no  law- 
yer would  accept  of  the  ofBce, 'which  of  courfe 
muft  be  filled  from  ainongft  the  inhabitants  *, 
who   are  all  in  a  happy  ftate  of  mediocrity, 
and  on  a  pcrftd  equality  with  each  other.  The 
diftridt  judge,  however,  who  prefides  in  the 
diftrid  or  circuit,  has  a  larger  falary,  and  is 
a  man  of  a  different  cafi:.    The  diftrid  or  cir- 
cuit confifls  of  at  lead  three,  but  not  more  than 
fix  ccnntie'^.     The  county  judges,   which  I 
have  i.cniiuned,  are  '*  judges  of  the  court  of 
comi' on  pleas,  aiiu  by  virtue  ot  their  ofTices 
"  aUb  judices  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  ge- 
."'nA  ?\*-^.v-«i#''Av  V   ^  *>-■•' I —  Mi'. 'A   iv.wv^*!:     **  ncral 

•  't'his  IS  affo  tlie  cafe  in  Philadelphia,  where  wc  find  pnx- 
tifing  pliyficians  and  furgcons  fitting  on  the  bench  as  judges  in 
a  court  of  juftice. 
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**  neral  gaOl  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital 
**^nd  other  offenders  therein."  Any  t^o 
judges  compofe  the  court  of  quarter  feffions. 
Under  certain  regulations,  eftabiiihed  by  law, 
the  accufed  party  has  the  power  of  removing 
the  proceedings  into  the  fupreme  court,  which 
has  jurifdidlion  over  every  part  of  the  ftate. 
This  {hort  account  of  the  courts  relates  only 
to  Pennfylvania :  ev^ery  (late  in  the  union  has 
a  feparate  code  of  laws  for  itfelf,  and"  a  diftindt 
iudicature.      ■tJDLi-.iiJ.rj'.yji:  fi'»T  ^>7j.(i.  v.I'.-p.v 
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0/t/je  Country  near  TorL — Of  the  Soil  of  the 
Country  on  each  Side  of  the  Blue  Mountains. 
'  •^Frederic-town. — Change  in  the  Inhabi- 
tants and  in  the  Country  as  you  proceed  to- 
wards the  Sea. — Numbers  of  Slaves. — To- 
bacco  chiefly  cultivated. — Inquifitivenefs  of  the 
People  at  the  Taverns — Obfcrvations  thereon. 

*^^  — Defcription  of  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Pa- 
towmac  River. — George  Town.— Of  the 
Country  between  that  Place  and  Hoe's  Ferry. 

^  s- ' : — Poifonous  Vines. — Port  Tobacco. — Wret- 
ched Appearance  of  the  Country  bordering 
upon  th^  pcrr^s-^lavcs  neglel^cd, — P<^Jf^g^ 
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6f  ihe  Tat'owmac  very  dangerous. — Frejh 
WaUr  Oyfiers — Landed  on  a  deferted  Part 
of  the  Virginidn  Shore. —-Great  Hojpitaliiy 
erf  the  Virginians,     •  .^Jfi-i^.    ^  ;<i...ijij  jrr(,e - 

Vivr  V'.    :-...    ?-,..-  '  Stratford,  Marcli. 

TN  the  neighbourhood  of  York  and  Lanca- 
*  fter,  the  foil  confiils  of  a  rich,  brown,  loamy 
earth ;  and  if  you  proceed  in  a  fouth-wefterly 
cburfe,  parallel  to  the  Blue  Mountains,  you 
meet  with  the  fame  kind  of  foil  as  far  as  Fre- 
deric in  Maryland.  Here  it  changes  gradually 
Xo-ttdecp  reddifli  colour,  and  continues  much 
the  fame  along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  moun- 
tains, all  the  way  down  to  North  Carolina. 
■On  croffing  over  the  mountains,  however,  di- 
I'edly  from  Frederic,  the  fame  fertile  brown 

.foil,  which  is  common  in  the  neighbourhood 
^6f  York  and  Lancafter,  is  again  met  with^  and 
it  isfoundthroughout  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 

'ifend  as  far  down  as  tlie  Carolina?,  on  the  welt 
-iide  or  the  mountains.  : 

Between  York  and  Frederic  in  Maryland 
there  are  two  or  three  fmall  towns;  viz.  Han- 
o-ver,  Peterlburgh,  and  Woodfburgh,  but  there 
is  nothing  worjthy  of  mention  in  any  of  them. 
Frederic  contains  about  feven  hundred  houfes 
and  five  chorches*  ^\VP  of  which  are  for  Ger- 
man >Lutlierans»  one  for  Prefbyterians,  one  for 
l^'alvinills,  and  one  for  Baptifts,  It  is  a  flourifh- 
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ing  tovvh,  arid  carried  "bn^a"  brifk  kiUnel- trii4<t- 
The  arfenal  of  the  ftate  of  IVJaryland  is,  placed 
here,  the  fituation  being  fecure.and  c.ei).^r4. 

From  Frederic  I  procee4ed  .in  a  .I'oju-herly 
courfe  through  Montgomeny  county  in  Mary- 
land.    In  this  diredtion  the  l^jil  changes  to  a 
yellowifh  fort  of  clay  mixed  with  gravel,  and 
continues   much  the  fame  until  you  come  to 
the  federal  city,  beyond  which,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  it  becomes  more  and  more  fandy 
as  you  approach   the  fea  coaft.     The  change 
in  the  face  of  the  country  after  leaving  Fre- 
deric is  gradual,  but  at  the  end  of  a  day's  jour- 
ney a  flriking  difference  is  perceptible.  Ind^d 
of  well  cultivated  fields,  green  with  wheat, 
fuch  as  are  met  with  along  that  rich  track 
which  runs  contiguous  to  the  mountains,  large 
,  pieces  of  land,  which  have  been  worn  out  with 
ihe  culture  of  tobacco,   are   here   {Qtn  lying 
wafte,  with  fcarccly  an  herb  to  cover  them. 
Inflead  of  the  furrows   of  the  plough,  the 
marks  of  the  hoe  appear  on  the  ground ;   the 
fields  are  overfpread   with  little  hillocks  foe 
the  reception  of  tobacco  plants,  and  the  eye  is 
aifailed  in  every  diredion  with  the  unplealant 
iigh:  of  gangs  of  male  and  female  ilaves  toil- 
ing undef  the  harfli  commands  of  the  overfeer. 
"_  The  difference  in  the  manners  of  the  inha- 
J  bitants  is  alfo  great.    Inftead  of  being  amongft 
'  ,^)Jje  phlegmatic  Getmans,  a  traveller  6nds  him- 
^^,''"   ■■  "  ■   '-      -'-^'^^K  3      -J  liuii.^J.tni,.,    (elf 
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134     TRAVELS  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA: 

felf  again  in  tlie  midft  of  an  inquifitlve  and 
prying  fet  of  Americans,  to  gratify  v^'hofe  curi- 
ofity  it  is  always  neceffary  to  devote  a  certain 
portion  of  lime  after  alighting  at  a  tavern. 

A   traveller  on  arriving  in   America  may 
pofl^My  imagine,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  obtain- 
ing ufeful   information  which  leads  the  peo- 
ple,   wherever  he  flops,  to  accoft  him;   and 
that  the  particular  enquiries  refpedting  the  ob- 
je6l  of  his  purfuits,  the  place  of  his  abode,  and 
that  of  his  deilination,  &c.  are  made  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  queftions  of  a  more  general 
nature,   and  for  converfation  that  may  be  at- 
tended   with    fome  amufement  to  him  j    he 
therefore  readily  anfwers  them,  hoping  in  re- 
turn  to  gain  information  about  the  country 
through  which  he   pafles;  but  when   it   is 
found  that  thefe   queftions  are  afked  merely 
through  an  idle  and  impertinent  curiofity,  and 
that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  people  who 
afk.  them  are  ignorant,  boorifh  fellows  j  when 
it  is  found  that  thofe  who  can  keep  up  fome 
•  little  converfation  immediately  begin  to  talk 
upon  politics,  and  to  abufe  every  country  ex- 
^  cepting  their  own ;  when,  laftly,  it  is  found  that 
the  people  fcarcely  ever  give  fatisfadory  an- 
swers at  firft  to  the  enquiries  which  are  made 
by  a  ftranger  refpeding  their  country,  but 
always  hefitate,  as  if  fufpicious  that  he  was 
afking  thefe  queftions  to  procure  fome  local 
»  '^  information, 
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information,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  over- 
reach them  in  a  bargain,  or  to  make  fome 
fpeculation  in  land  to  their  injury;  the  tra- 
veller then  loles  all  patience  at  this  diiagree- 
able  and  prying  difpofition,  and  feels  diipofed 
to  turn  from  them  with  difguH:;  Hill,  how- 
ever, if  he  wifhes  to  go  through  the  country 
peaceably,  and  without  quar:  Uing  at  every 
place  where  he  ftops,  it  is  a  itely  necef- 
fary  to  anfwer  fome  few  of  their  queftions. 

Having  followed  the  high  way  as  far  as 
Montgomery  court-houfe,  which  is  about 
thirty  miles  from  Frederic,  I  turned  off  along 
a  bye  road  running  through  the  woods,  in  or- 
der to  fee  the  great  falls  of  Patowmac  River. 
The  view  of  them  from  the  Maryland  (hore  is 
very  pleaiing,  hut  not  fo  much  fo  as  that  from 
the  oppofite  lide.     Having  redched  the  river 

■  ,  therefore  clofe  to  the  Falls,  I  rode  alo.  ig  through 
tlie  woods,  with  which  its  banks  are  covered, 
for  fome  diftance  higher  up,  to  a  place  where 
there  was  a  ferry,  and  where  I  crofleu  into 

:  Virginia.  From  the  place  where  I  lauded  to 
the  Falls,  which  is  a  diftance  of  about  three 

5,  miles,  there  is  a  wild  romanftc  path  running 

along  the  margin  of  the, river,  and  winding 

,at  the  fame  time  round  the  bafeofahigh 

Jiill  covered  with  lofty  trees  and  rocks.    Near 

,^.to  the  fhore,  almoft  the  whole  way,  there  are 

J    clufters  of  fmall  iflands  covered  with  trees. 
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which  fuddenJyoppofing-t^e  rapid  courfc  of 
thk  ftreamj  fo^fiti  very  daiigdrous  eddies,  m 
which  boats  arefrequently  loft  when  navigated 
by  cnen'Vvho  are  not  activd  nnd  careful.  On 
the,  Ihdre,  prodigious  heaps  of  white  fand  are 
wafhed  up  by  the  waves,  and  in  many  places 
the  path  is  rendered  almoil  impAflable  by  piles 
of  large  trees,  which  have  been  brought  down 
from  tlie  upper  country  by  floods,  and  drifted 
together.'  bilnjj^ii^^^^tij  is  ijujt  -^di  ir^isonii 

The  rivei*,  at  the  ferry  which  I  mentioned, 
U  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter  wide,  aud  it 
continues  much  the  fame  breadth  ^s  far  as  the 
Falls,  where  it  is  confidcmbly  contra(^ed  and 
confined  in  its  channel  by  immenfe  rocks  on 
either  Ude,     There  alio  its  coii-rfe  is  very  fud-n^ 
dcoly  altered,  fo  much  fo  indeed,  that  below 
the  Falls  for  a  fhort  diltance  it  runs  in  an  op-., 
pofitc  drredtipn  ffopi  what  it  did  above,  but 
foon  after  it  refumes  its  former  courfe.     The. 
water  docs  not  d^fcepd  perpendicularly,  ex** 
cepting  in  one   part  clofe  to  the  Virginian 
fliore,  whpre  the  height  is  about  thirty  fe^t,^^ 
but  comes  rufhing  down  with  tremendous  im-»ft 
petuofity  over  a  ledge  of  rocks  in  feveral  dif^.,^ 
ferent  falls.     The  bcft  vic\v  of  the  catarad  is 
from  the  top  of  a  pile  of  roclcs  about  fixtyrj, 
feet  above  the  level  of  thp  water,  an9l  \*Iiichtp 
ovvingto  the  ht^nd  in  |hc  river,  is  lituated nearly. ^^ 
oppolite  to  the  Falk.     The  river  comes  from  m 
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the  tighti  then-  grkdtjally  tumirigi  |3!fc^lpitatc» 
itfelf  dd^Jyn  the  Falld,  and  winds  along  at  the 
foot  of  tl^gi  ixiekfe'  dn  Which  you  ftand  with 
great  vd6city.   '  The  rocjcs  are' of  a  (late  co- 
lour^ and  lie  in'ftrata  ;  the  furface  of  them  in 
many  places  is  glofly  and  fparkHng.     fj-j/ftrv/ 
''  From  hence  I  followed  the  courfe  of  the 
river   downwards   «  far  as  George  Town, 
where  I  again  croiTed  it;   and  after  paffing 
through  the  federal  city,  proceeded  along  the 
Maryland  (hbre  of  the   river  to  Pifcatoway, 
and  afterwards   to  Port  Tobacco,  two  fmall 
towns  fitiiated  on  creeks  of  their  own  name, 
which  run  into  the  Patdwmac.     In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pifcatoway  there  are  fcvcral  very 
fine   views  of  the  Virginian  (hore  j   Mount 
Vernon   in   particidar  appears  to  great  ad- 


vantage. 


I  obferved  here  great  numbers  of  the  poi- 

fortoiis   vines   which  grow  about  the  large 

trees,  and  are  extremely  like   the  common 

grape  vines.      If  handled  in    the  morning, 

when  the  branches  are  moift  with  the  dew, 

they   infallibly   raife  blifters  on  the    hands, 

which  it  is  fometimes  ditKcult  to  get  rid  of.  '^ 

,!i' Port  Tobacco  contains  about  eighty  houfes, 

moft^f  which  are  of  wood,  and  very  poor. 

There  is  a  large  Englilh  epifcopalian  church 

on  the  border  of  the  town,   built  of  ftonc, 

wliith  formerly  wijs  an  ornament  to  the  place. 
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,;bu:t  it  is  now  entirely  out  o£  repair  j  the  win- 
dows are  all  broken,  and  the  road  is  carried 
through  the  church -yard  over  the  graves,  the 
j^aling   that  furrounded  it  having  been  torn 
down.     Near  the  town  is  Mount  Miieiy,  to- 
^^  wards  the  top  or  which  is  a  medicinal  Ipring, 
^.  remarkable  in  fummer  for  the  coldnel's  of  the 
^  water. 

From  Por^  Tobacco  to  Hoe's  Ferry,  on  the 
Patowmac  River,  the  country  is  flat  and  fandy, 
,-  and  wears  a  moil  dreary  afpedt.  Nothing 
-  is  to  be  feen  here  for  miles  together  but  ex- 
,  tenfive  plains,  that  have  been  worn  out  by 
,  the  culture  of  tobacco,  overgrown  with  yel- 
r  low  fedge*,  and  interfperfcd  with  groves  of 
t  .pine  and  cedar  trees,  the  dark  green  colour 
t .  of  which  forms  a  curious* contraft  with  the 
f  yellow  of  the  fedge.  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
\  plains  are  the  remains  of  feveral  good  houfes, 
t  which  ihew  that  the  country  was  once  very 
1  ^iiFerent  to  what  it  is  now.  Thefe  were  the 
J  hpufes,  moft  probably,  of  people  who  ori- 
.  ginally  fettled  in  Maryland  with  Lord  Bal- 
timore, but  which  have  pow  been  fufiered 
:■•■.  :--^..  :;:■  ■•        to 

l"i^-  '•  This  fedge,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  fort  of  coarfe  grafi,  fohard 
til  is  cattle  will  not  eat  it,  which  fprings  up  fpontancouny,  in 
ii\h  part  of  the  country,  on  the  ground  that  has  been  left  waftc ; 
it  commonly  grows  about  two  feet  high ;  towards  winter  it 
turns  yellow,  and  remains  Kasding  until  the  enfuing  lummer, 
when  a  new  growth  difplaccs  that  of  the  former  year.  A( 
iu  hfft  fprlnging  up  it  is  oJ  a  bright  green  colour. 


to 


.J'.'O 


f?yF'"''"-'°  ""■■ 


f/j>lSai/J       HOE»S   PERRY.     v7.>i  i 


H9 


Ihard 
in 
iftc; 
?r  it 
ler, 

M 


to  go  to  decay,  as  the  land  around  them  is 
worn  out,  and  the  people  find  it  more  to  thtir 
intereft  to  remove  to  anotlicr  part  of  the 
"  country,  and  clear  a  piece  of  rich  land,  thaa 
to  attempt  to  reclaim  thefe  exhaufted  plains. 
In  confequence  of  this,  the  country  in  many 
J  of  the  lower  parts  of  Maryland  appears  as 
if  it  had  been  deferted  by  one  half  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

Such  a  number  of  roads  in  different  direc- 
ilionscrofs  over  thefe  flats,  upon  i  one  of  which 
:  there  is  any  thing  like  a  diredion  poll:,  and  the 
,,  face  of  a  human  being  is  fo  rarely  met  with, 
t  that  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  for  a  traveller  to 
0  find  out  the  direct  way  at  once.      Inflcad  of 
'.  twelve  miles,  the  diftance  by  the  flraight  road 
ri;from  Port  1  obp.cco  to  the  ferry,  my  horfc  had 
jjcertainly  travelled  twice  the  number  before 
;><  wc  got  there.     The  ferry-houfe  was  one  of 
/t  thofe  old  dilapidated  manfions  that  formerly 
.was  the  refidence  perhaps  of  fome  wealthy 
.:  planter,  and  at  the  time  when  the  fields  yielded 
their  rich  crops  of  tobacco  would  have  af- 
forded fome  refreshment  to  the  weary  travel- 
ler J  but  in  the  (late  I  found  it,  it  was  the 
pidure  of  wretchednefs  and  poverty.     After 
having  waited  for  two  hours  and  a  half  for 
my  brcakfaft,  the  mod  I  could  procure  was 
two  eggs,  a  pint  of  milk,  and  a  bit  of  cake 
broad,  fca|:cely  as  big  as  my  hand,  and  but  lit* 
tie 
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tie  bcwter  than  dough.  This  I  had  alio  to 
divide  with  my  fervant,  who  came  to  inform 
mcy  that  there  was  abfolutely  nothing  to  eat 
in  the  honfe  but  what  had  been  brought  to 
me.  I  could  not  bat  mention  this  circum- 
ilance  to  feveral  perfons  when  I  got  into  Vir- 
ginia, and  many  of  thdm  informed  me,  that 
tliey  had  experienced  the  fame  treatment 
thcmfelves  at  this  houfe ;  yet  this  houfe  had 
the  name  of  a  tavern.  What  the  white  peo- 
ple who  inhabited  it  lived  upon  I  could  not 
difcover,  but  it  was  evident  that  they  took 
care  of  themfelves.  As  for  the  poor  ilaves, 
however,  of  which  th?re  were  many  in  the 
huts  adjoining  the  tavern,  they  had  a  mofl: 
wretched  appearance,  and  feemed  to  be  half 
ftarved.     The  men  and  women  were  covered 

» v/ith  rags,  and  the  children  were  running 
tbout  ftark  naked.  <,     n?H-M^  ■'^  *  'v 

"ii    After  having  got  into  the  ferry  boat,  the 

'wan  of  the  houfe,  as  if  confcious  that  he  had 
given  me  very  bad  fare,  told  me  that  there 
yrasa  bank  of  oyfters  in  theriver,clofe  to  which 
it  vs^s  neccflary  to  pafs,  and  that  if  I  chofe  to 
ilop,the  men  would  procure  abundance  of  them 
for  me.  The  curiofity  of  getting  oyfters  in 
ffefli  water  tempted  me  to  ftop,  and  the  niengot 
near  a  biiftiel  of  them  in  a  very  few  minutes. 
Thefe  oyfters  are  extremly  gopd  when,coQked, 
but  very  difagreeabl^'  eaten  raw ;  indeed  all  the 
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oyilers  found  in  America,  not  exceptiuj  what 
are  taken  at  New  York,  io  clo/e  to  the  ocean, 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  moft  Europeans,  very  in- 
different and  taftelefs  when  raw.  The  Ame- 
ricans, on  their  part,  find  flill  greater  fault  with 
our  oyfters,  which  they  fay  are  not  fit  to  be 
eat  in  any  (hape,  becaufe  they  tafte  of  cop- 
per. The  Patowmac,  as  well  as  the  reft  of 
the  rivers  in  Virginia,  abounds  with  excellent 
fifh  of  many  different  kinds,  as  fturgeon,  fhad, 
roach,  herrings,  &c.  which  form  a  very  prhi- 
cipal  part  of  the  food  of  the  people  living  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  them.  .  >;^  y ,*.«> 

.  The  river  at  the  ferry  is  about  three  milis- 
wide,  and  with  particular  winds  the  waves  rife 
very  high ;  in  thefe  cafes  they  always  tie  the 
horfes,  for  fear  of  accidents,  before  they  fet 
out ;  indeed,  with  the  fmall  open  boats  which 
they  make  ufe  of,  it  is  what  ought  always  to 
be  done,  for  in  this  country  gufts  of  wind  rife 
fuddenly,  and  frequently  wlien  they  are  not  at 
all  expe<5led  :  having  omitted  to  take  this  pre- 
caution, the  boat  was  on  the  point  of  being 
overfet  two  or  three  different  times  as  I  crofl- 
ed  over^''"*^"'"-  uli;nv;r;-..n -r^. ;;,.-.. 

On  the  Virginian  fliore,  oppofite  to  the  ferry 
houfe  from  whence  I  failed,  there  are  feveral 
large  creeks,  which  fall  into  the  Patowmac, 
and  i  is  itnpoffible  to  crofs  thefe  on  hcrfeback, 
without  riding  thirty  or  forty  miles  up  a  Tandy 
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uninterefting  part  of  the  country  to  the  fords' 
or  bridges.     As  I  wiftied  to  go  beyond  thefe 
creeks,  I  therefore  hired  the  boatmen  to  carry 
me  ten  miles  down  the  Patowmac  River  in  the 
ferry  boat,  paft  the  mouths  of  them  all;  this^ 
they  accordingly  did,  and  in  the  afternoon  I 
landed  on  the  beach,  not  a  little  pleafed  at 
finding  that  I  had  reached  the  fhore  without 
having  been  under  the  neceffity  of  fwimming 
any  part  of  the  way,  for  during  the  laft  hour 
the  horfes  had  not  remained  quiet  for  two  mi- 
nutes together,  and  on  one  or  two  occalions^ 
having  got  both  to  the  fame  fide  of  the  boat^ 
the  trim  of  it  was  very  nearly  deftroyed,  and 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difiiculty  that  we  pre- 
vented it  from  being  overfet,  '"''' 
The  part  of  the  country  where  I  landed  ap- 
peared to  be  a  perfeft  wildernefs  j  no  traces  of 
a  road  or  pathway  were  vifible  on  the  loofe 
^ite  fand,  and  the  cedar  and  pine  trees  grew 
£o  clofely  together  on  all  fides,  that  it  wa6 
fcarcely  poffiblc  to  fee  farther  forward  in  any 
diredtion  than  one  hundred  yards.     Taking  a 
courfe,  however,  as  nearly  as  I  could  guefs,  in 
a  diredt  line  from  the  river  up  the  country*, 
at  the  end  of  an  hour  I  came  upon  a  narrow 
road,  which  led  to  a  large  old  brick  houfe, 
fomewhat  fimilar  to  thofe  I  had  met  with  on 
the  Maryland  (hore.   On  enquiring  here^  from 
two  blacks,  for  a  tavern,  I  was  told  there  wars 
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no  fuch  thing  in  this  part  of  the  country;  that 
in  the  houfe  before  me  no  part  of  the  family 
was  at  home;  but  that  if  1  rode  on  a  little 
firther,  I  Ihould  come  to  fome  other  gentle- 
men's houfcs,  where  1  could  readily  get  ac- 
commodation. In  the  courfe  of  five  or  fix 
miles  I  faw  feveral  more  of  the  fame  fort  of 
old  brick  houfes,  and  the  evening  now  draw* 
ing  towards,  a  clofe,  I  began  to  feel  theneceflity 
of  going  to  fome  one  of  them.  I  hjtd  feen  no 
perfon  for  feveral  miles  to  tell  me  who  any  of 
the  owners  were,  and  I  was  confideriiig  within 
myfelf  which  houfe  I  (hould  vifit,  when  a  lively 
old  negro,  mounted  on  a  little  horfe,  came  gal- 
loping after  me.  On  applying  to  him  for  infor- 
mation on  the  fubje<^>  he  took  great  pains  to 
affure  me,  that  I  (hould  be  well  received  at  any 
one  of  the  houfes  I  might  {top  at  j  he  faid  there 
were  no  taverns  in  this  part  of  the  oountry, 
andftrongly  recommended  me  to  proceed  u  ider 
his  guidance  to  his  mafter's  houfe,  which  was 
but  a  mile  farther  on ;  "  Mafler  will  be  fo  glad 
**  to  fee  to  you,"  added  he,  "  nothing  can  be 
like."  Having  been  apprized  beforehand,  that 
it  wa?  cuftomary  in  Virginia  for  a  traveller  to 
go  witliout  ceremony  to  a  gentleman's  houfe, 
when  there  was  no  tavern  at  hand,  I  accord- 
ingly took  the  negro's  advice,  and  rode  to  the 
dwelling  of  his  mailer,  made  hrm  acquainted 
with  my  fituation,  and  begged  I  might  he 
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allavved  to  put  my  horXes  ii)  his  ftable  for  the 
nights  ^Thp  reception,  hpwCiV^r,  which  this 
gentleman  gave,m^,  diffcredfo  materially  from 
what  I  had  been  led  to  expcd,  tHat  I  was 
happy  at  hearing  from  him*  that  there  was  a 
^50^  tavern  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles,  I 
apologized  for  the  liberty  I  had  taken,  and 
made  the  beft  of  my  way  to  it.  Inftead  of  two 
miles,  however,  this  tavern  proved  to  be  about 
three  times  ^s  far  off,  and  when  I  came  to  it,  I 
found  it  to  be  a  mofl  wretched  hovel ;  but  any 
place  was  preferable  to  the  houfe  of  a. man  ib 
thoroughly  devoid  of  lipfpitality,  ,,^>q  ; >  ^^  v,\ 

Thpjiext  day  I  arrived  at  this  place,  the 
relidence  of  a  gentleman,  who,  when  at  Phi- 
ladelphia* had  invited  n[ie  to  pafs  fome  time 
with  him  whenever  I  vifited  Virginia.  Some 
of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen  ycfterday  dined 
Jiepe  tpgethei-,  and  haying  related  to  them  my 
adv.enttir^s  ph^rrlviiijg  in  Virginia,  the  whole 
company  expr^e^  th^^reateft  ^i^oniAiment, 
and  allured  me  that  it  was  never  known  be- 
for;»,.\iQ;fhAt  part  of  Virginia,  that  a  flranger 
had ■  been  {uger^d  tp  go,, away  fi-^m  a. gentle- 
man's l^oufe,  ^yberc  he  fl;opped^  to  atay^^n,  al- 
thauzh  it  was  clpfe  by.      Every  one  feemed 
,cagcr ito ,  I?now.  tl^e  namcL. pfj-jhe  perfon  , who 
Jiad  giv^a  xiie  (ii^^.  rt^^  andbe^g^d 

,me  tp  tell  it.  I, did.  fo,  arx4ihg  Virginians  wcf.p 
.fctisaed,  for  the.pefibn  was  a  — 5<;.otiji\ap.' 
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And  had.  It  fefems,  Wmoved  from  fome  town  or 
other'tothe^kirtation  on  which  T  found  him 
but  a  (hotttinie  bdfore.  The  Virginians  in  the 
lower  plarts  of  the  ilate  are  celebrated  for  their 
politenefs  and  -hofpitality  towards  ftrangers ; 
beyond  the  mountains,  there  is  a  great  differr 
ence  in  the  manners  of  tjie  inhabitant's,  ^^'l- 
,  •  •  '  .   ,    'J 
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.  -'  -  hy  the  Engli/h.-^HoufesbiUlt  by  thefrt  remain' 
^^  ing,'~^'Blj[fdnty  of  Condition  dmongfl  the  /«- 
• ."" '  habitants, — Eftatei    worked  by .  Negroes.— ^ 

'  Condition  of  the  Sl'aveU'—tP^orfe  in  the  C^ro' 
-,'  Unas, ^^hands' worn  out  by  Cultivation  of'To^ 

'  bacco.—Made .  of  cultivating  and,  curing  To^ 
^     bacco, — Houfeijfi  Virginid^-^^Thofi  ofWQod 

„  preferred*— flower  Ciajis  of  People  in  Vir* 
ginta. — Tbetr  unbemby  Appearance  ^  \ ,-, 

I'v  - .,    .         .  ..'...  ' 

;^>K*"^'A  *»  Iijdj,,,i^njg-u'l  iq  nfc.stw«fbrd,Apra,i*if 

'T^HIS  part  of  Virginia,  fituatcd  between 
'  thfe  Patowmacand  Rappahannock  rivers, 
is  called  the  Northern  Neck,  and  is  remarka- 
1)le  for  having  been  the  birth  place  of  many 
of*  the  principal  ch^raitersyvhifh  diftinguifhed 
themfdves  in  America,  durljtg  the  war,  by 
their  great  alfiftts.  General  Wafhington  Jtt 
'     Vol.  I.  L  their 
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their*  head.  It  was  here  that  numbers  of 
Englifh  gentlemen,  who  migrated  when  Vir- 
ginia was  a  young  colony,  fixed  their  refiderlce ; 
and  feveral  of  the  houfes  which  they  built,  ex- 
adtlyfimilar  to  the  old  manor  houics  in  Eng- 
land, are  ftill  remaining,  particularly  in  the 
counties  of  Richmond  and  Weftmoreland, 
Some  of  thefe,  like  the  houfes  in  Maryland, 
are  quite  in  ruins  j  Others  are  kept  in  good 
repair  by  the  prefent  occupiers,  who  Jive  in 
a  ftyle,  which  approaches  nearer  to  that  of 
Englifli  country  gentlemen,  than  what  is  to  be 
met  with  any  where  elfe  on  the  continent, 
fome  other  parts  of  Virginia  alone  excepttjd. 
Amongft  the  inhabitants  her?^  and  in  the 
lower  parts  of  Virginia,  there  is  a  difparity  un- 
known elfe  where  in  America,  excepting  in 
the  large  towns.  Inftead  of  the  lands  being 
equally  divided,  immenfe  eflates  are  held  by  a 
few  individuals,  who  derive  large  incomes  from 
them,  whilft  the  genei-ality  of  the  people  are 
but  in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity.  Moft  of  the  men 
alfo,  who  pouefs  thefe  large  eftates,  having  re- 
ceived liberal  educations,  which  the  others  haVe 
not,  the  diftindVion  between  them  is  fVill  more 
obfervable.  I  met  with  feveral  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, who  had  been  brought  iip  it  the 
public  fchools  and  univerfitiefi  in  Englahd, 
where,  until  the  unfortunate  war  which  fepa- 
rated  the  colonies  from  her,  the  young  men 

were 


were 
a  few 
count 
and  w 
long  t 
yet  ex 

:    Th 

now,  I: 

North 

comin, 

many  ( 

in  con) 

tors  to 

more  h 

the  pre. 

mit  an) 

of  t\}e 

..Jhe 


e(lates, 

lors,  £(i( 

wheelw 

feen  pat 

made  in 

of  cotto 

nankeen 

the  pJ^fi 

but  the} 

ym}%  Y 


;;-,^l,^,.  MANUFACTURES,,    . ,,  ,      147 
were  very  generally  educated  -,  and  even  flill 
a  few  are  fent  there,  as  the  veneration  for  that 
country   from  whence  iheir  anceftors  came> 
and  with  which  they  were  themfelves  for  4, 
iQng  time  afterwards  conne<5ted,  is  by  no  means 
yet extinguifhed.         ,-1-^^, ";;..;,.,,?<    .y,    ;.  j; 
{   There  is  by  no  means  fo  great  a  difparlty 
novy,  hovvever,  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  Neck,  as  was  formerly,  and  it  is  be- 
coming  Ififs  and  lefs  perceptible  every  ;  ear, 
many  of  the  large  eftates  haying  been  divided 
in  confequence  of  the  removal  of  the  proprie- 
tors to  other  parts  of  the  country  that  were 
more  healthy,  and  many  more  on  account  of 
the  prefent  laws  of  Virginia,  which  do  not  per- 
mit any  one  fon  tp  inherit  the  landed  eftates 
of  the  father  to  the  exclulion  of  his  brothers. 
The   principal   plantep  in  Virginia  have 
nearly  iCvery  thing, they  can  want  on  their  own 
c(tates.  ,.  ^mongfi:  their  flayes  are  /oupd  tay- 
lors,  ^loemakp'S,  carpenters,  fmiths,  turners, 
wheelwrights,  weavers,  tanners,  &c.     I  have 
feen  patterns  of  excellent  coarfe  woollen  cloth, 
made  ia  the  country  by  flaves,  and  a  variety 
of  cotton  manufa<^ures,  amongd  the  red  good 
nankeen,  iCot^on  grows  here  extremely  well; 
the  planf s.  ,^re  often  killed  by  froft  in  winter, 
but  they  alway^.  ,produce  abundantly  the  firft 
yiear  it^  y(}^9^  ,th,ey  are  fo\yn.  Tjie^cotton  from 
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which  nankeen  is  made  is  of  a  particular  kind; 
naturally  of  a  yellowilh  colour.'  ■  il  •Ji^i^^m  hi  u 
•    The  large  eftates  arc  managed  by  fte wards 
and  overieers,  the  proprietors  juft  amufing 
themfelves  with  feeing  what  is  going  forward. 
The  work  is  done  wholly  by  flaves,  whofe 
numbers  are  in  this  part  of  the  country  more 
than  double  that  of  white  perfons.  The  flave>^ 
on  the  large  plantations  arc  in  general  very 
v/ell  provided  for,  and  treated  with  mildncls. 
During  three  months,  nearly,  that  I  was  in 
Virginia,  but  two  or  three  inftances  of  ill  treat- 
ment towards  them  came  under  my  obferva- 
tion.      Their  quarters,  the    name  whereby 
their  habitations  are  called,  are  ufually  lituated 
one  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  dwehing 
houfe,  which  gives  the  appearance  of  a  village 
to  the  refidence  of  every  planter  in  Virginia  ; 
when  the  eftate,  however,  is  fo  large  as  to  be 
divided  into  feveral  farms,  then  feparate  quar- 
ters are  Attached  to  the  houfe  of  the  overfeer 
on  each  farm.     Adjoining  their  little  habita- 
tions, the  flaves  commonly  have  fmall  gardens 
and  yards  for  poultry,  which  are  all  their  own 
property;  they  have  ample  time  to  attend  to 
their  own  concerns,  and  their  gardens  arc  ge- 
nerally found  well  ftocked,  and  their  flocks  of 
poultry  numerous.      Befldes  the  food  they 
raife  for  themfelves,  they  are  allowed  l-beral 
rations  of  falted  pork  and  Indian  corn.    Many 
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of  their  little  h\\K$  are  comfortably  furnidic'd, 
and  they  are  themielves,  ia  general,  extremely 
well  clothed.  In  fhort,  their,  condition  is  by 
no  means  fo  wretched  as  might  be  imagined. 
They  cire  forced  to  work  certain  hours  in  the 
day;  but  in  return  they  are  clothed,  dieted,  and 
lodged  comfortably,  and  faved  all  anxiety  about 
provifion  for  their  offspring.  Still,  however, 
let  tlie  condition  of  a  Have  be  made  ever  fo 
comfortable,  as  long  as  he  is  confcious  of  being 
the  property  of  another  man,  who  has  it  in  his 
power  to  difpofe  of  him  according  to  the 
didates  of  caprice ;  as  long  as  he  hears  people 
around  him  talking  of  the  blefllngs  of  liberty, 
and  confiders  that  he  is  in  a  ftate  of  bondasie, 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  can  feel  equally 
hippy  with  the  freeman.  It  is  immaterial 
under  what  form  llavery  preflnts  itfelf,  wh'.n* 
ever  it  appears,  there  is  ample  caufe  for  hu- 
manity to  v/ecp  at  the  light,  and  to  lament  that 
men  can  be  foimd  ib  forgetful  of  their  own 
fituations,  as  to  live  regardlefs  of  the  feelings 
of  their  fellow  creatures. 
,r  With  refpedl  to  the  policy  of  holding  Haves 
in  any  country,  on  account  of  the  depravity  of 
morals  which  it  neccflarily  occafions,  bcliaes 
the  many  other  evil  confcqucnces  attendant 
ujx)n  it,  (o  much  has  alrc.uiy  been  laid  by 
others,  that  it  ia  needlel^.  here  to  make  any 
commciua  on  the  UrhjiJ^ft.  'nn  U-ji\i 
|T>'  3  1»  L  3  .  The 
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The  number  of  the  flaves  increafes  moft  ra- 
pidly, fo  that  there  is  fcarcely  any  eftate  but 
^vhat  is  overflocked.  This  is  a  circumflance 
complained  of  by  every  planter,  as  the  main- 
tenance of  more  than  are  rcquiOte  for  the  cul- 
ture of  the  eftate  is  atteni?ed  with  great  ex- 
pence.  Motives  of  humanity  deter  them 
from  felling  the  poor  creatures,  or  turning 
them  adrift  from  the  fpot  where  they  have 
been  born  and  brought  up,  in  the  midft  of 
friends  and  relations. 

What  I  have  here  faid  refpedlng  the  condi- 
tion and  treatment  of  flaves,  appertains,  it 
muft  be  remembered,  to  thofe  only  who  are 
upon  the  large  plantations  in  Virginia;  the  lot 
of  fuch  as  are  unfortunate  enough  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  lower  clafs  of  white  people, 
and  of  hard  tafk-n^afters  in  the  towns,  is 
very  different.  In  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia 
again,  jQavery  prefcnts  itfelf  in  very  different 
colours,  from  what  it  docs  even  in  its  worfl 
form  in  Virginia,  I  am  told,  that  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  there,  to  fee  gangs  of  ne- 
groes flaked  at  a  horfe  race,  and  to  fee  thefe 
unfortunate  beings  bandied  about  from  one  fct 
of  drunken  gamblers  to  another,  for  days  to- 
gether. How  much  to  be  deprecated  arc 
the  laws  which  fuffer  fuch  abufes  to  exifl !  yet 
theft;  are  the  laws  enadcd  by  people,  who 
boall  of  their  love  of  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. 
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douce,  an4  who  prefume  to  fay,  thr.t  it  is  in  the 
brcafts,  of  Americans  alone  that  the  bleffings 
of  freedom  are  held  in  juft  eftimation  !  '  '.,  '■- 

The  Northern  Neck,  with  the  exception 
of  fome  few  fpots  only,  is  flat  and  fandy,  and 
abounds  with  pine  and  cedar  trees.  Some 
parts  of  it  are  well  cultivated,  and  aflbrd  good 
crops ;  but  thefe  are  fo  intermixed  with  ex- 
tenfive  trails  of  wafte  land,  worn  out  by  the 
culture  of  tobacco,  and  which  are  almoft 
deftitute  of  verdure,  that  on  the  whole  the 
country  has  the  appearance  ofbarrennefs. 

This  is  the  cafe  wherever  tobacco  has  been 
made  the  principal  objcdt  of  cultivation.  It 
is  not,  however,  fo  much  owing  to  the  great 
lliare  of  nutriment  which  the  tobacco  plant 
requires,  that  the  land  is  impoveriflied,  as  to 
the  particular  mode  of  cultivating  it,  which 
renders  it  ncceflary  for  people  to  be  continually 
walking  between  the  plants,  from  the  moment 
they  are  let  out,  fo  that  the  ground  about  each 
plant  is  left  cxpofed  to  the  burning  rays  of  the 
fun  all  the  fummer,  and  becomes  at  the  end 
of  the  feafon  a  hard  beaten  pathway.  A  ruin- 
ous fyftem  has  prevailed  alfo  of  working  the 
fame  piece  of  land  year  after  year,  till  it  was 
totally  exhaufted ;  after  this  it  was  left  neg- 
lected, and  a  frefli  piece  gf  land  was  cleared, 
that  always  produced  good  crops  for  one  or  two 
^cafonsibut  this  ij>  its  turn  was  worn  oqt.and 
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15*      TRAVELS'  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA : 
afibrwardsdeftv^ Kvafte.  <  nManploFthe  planters 
.  itrc  at  length f  bbginiibg:  to  ^tt  the  abfuiidity  of 
■  wearing  lout  thcfird&nds  in  itbis  bmaniier)  and 
;n6w:  raiife  on  ly  one  crop  of.  i  ftjbacco  upon  a 
•picictfof  new  iandi  then  they  fow;  wheat  for 
two  years,  and  afterwards:  clover.     They  jjut 
on  fr6m  t wfclve  to  fifteen '  hundred  bufhels  of 
manureper  fficUD  at ifirft,  which  is  found  to  be 
fufficient  both  for  the  tobacco  and  wheat;  the 
latter  is  produced  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty 
buihels  per  acre,    .ititr-iffl  rmoV-rtffn 

V      In  fome  parts  of  Virginia,   the  lands  left 
wafte   in  this  manner   throw  up*  in  a  very 
ihort  timcj  a  fpontaueous  growth  of  pines 
.  artd  cedars;  in  which  cafe,  being  (haded  from 
the  powerful  influence  of  the   fitn,  they  re- 
cover their  forrtvet  fertility  at  the  6nd  of  fif- 
tiden   or  t wis nty   years;    but   in  other   parts 
many  ycarfe  elapfe  before  any  verdure  appears 
upon  them.      The  trees  fpringing  up  in  this 
vffpontaneoiis  manner,  ufually  grow  very. clofe 
;  to  each  other;    they  attain  the  height  of  fif- 
i,4een  or  twenty  feet,  periiaps,   in  the  fame 
number  of  years;  there  is,  however,  but  very 
y-little  fap  iui  them,  and  in  a  (hort  tiijne  after 
3  they  are  cut:  down  they  decay.    .  ,riio    dvkH 
ar.    Tobacco  is  raifed  and  'manufa<3ured ^ in.ihe 
1  following  manrtlcri;  When  th^fpring  is/ofar 
tadvamred  that  i«v«ry  apprehtonfiqii*  pfthcrc- 
,vlu^n  offro^;)^  Uoi0^e4  a^jeQQVWiiienr/pot  of 
^-jiot-yirtrfi  y   ^  ground 
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ground  is  chofen^fi^m  twejityiJooHkr  boodrcd 
feet  fquare;^  iwhereone  rthcy .  Mm ,  pp6d igbas 
pUcs  icrf  wood^ '  in  orders  toideftroy  the  weeds 
and  infe(5tsir '  f  he  warm  ^ihes!  ^re  then  ting 
in  with  the  earth,  and  the  feed,  which  is 
black,  and  remarkably  fmaU,  fown.  The 
whole  is  next  covered  over  with  buflies,  to 
prevent  birds  and  flies,  if  poffible,  from  get- 
ting to  it ;  but  this,  in  general,  proves  very 
inefFed:ual ;  for  the  plant  fcarcely  appears 
above  ground,  when  it  is  attacked  by  a  large 
black  fly  of  the  beetle  kind,  which  deflroys 
the  leaves.  Perfons  are  repeatedly  fent  to 
pick  ofl?" thefe  flies;  but  fometimes,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  their  attention,  (o  much  mifchief 
is  done,  that  very  few  plants  are  left  alive. 
As  I  paflcd  through  Virginia,  I  heard  univer- 
fal  complaints  of  the  depredations  they  had 
committed  j  the  beds  were  almoft  wholly  de- 
ftroyed.'  Mrri^'fU***^)    -ifjTt.  ntiV  c    fT»^l  'n#v:r» 

'■^"  As  foon  as, the  young  plants  are  fufficiently 
grown,  which  is  generally  in  the  beginning  of 
May,  they  are  tranfplanted  into  fields,  and 
fet  out  in  hillocks,  at  the  diftance  of  three  or 
four  feet  from  each  other.  Here  again  they 
have  other  enemies  to  contend  withj  the 
roots  ftre  attacked  by  worms,  and  between  the 
leaves  and  fteni  diflfeircni  ilies  depofit  their 
^gS^*  ^  the  infallible!  roin  of  the  plant,  if  not 
'(juidkly  renOoV^^  i!t  is  abibluteiy  n^ceflary, 

•  wnoj't  .  -  f        „         .«.;*  therefore, 
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thcFefOre,  f §  -I  liaye,  f^id,  .%:  pejrfons  to  be 
continuallyaW*l|cing  betwejCij  the  pla^t^Ja  or- 
der to  w^tql?,  ^304  alfo  to  trim  them,a.t,t^e 
proper  periQds*  i  [The  tops  are  brokep  oiF^ata 
certain  he^bt  ;;aiitd  the  fuekers,  which  fpni?g 
out  between  ^the  leaves,  are  removed  as  fqofi 
.  as  diicovercd;.     Accprding  alfo  to  ^e ,  partir 
.cular  kind  of  tobacco  which  the  planter  wi(h?:S 
to  have,  the  lower,  the  middle,  or  the  upper 
leaves  arc  fufiibred,  to   remain.     The  lower 
leaves  grow  ijiclargeft  ;  they  are  alfo  milder, 
and  more  inclined  to  a  yellow  colour  than  thofc 
growing  towards  the  .top  of  the  plant,,  n-nih 
,t   When  arrived  at  maturity,  which  is  ge- 
nerally about  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  plants 
are  cut  down,  pegs  are  driyen  into  the  ftems, 
and  they  are  huiig  up  in  large  houfcs,   built 
for  the  purpofc,  to  dry*    If  the  weather  is  not 
iavourable  for  drying  the  leaves,  fires  are  then 
lighted,  and  the  fmoke  is  fuftered  to  circulate 
between  the  plants;  this  is  alfo  fome times 
done,  to  give  the  leaves  a  browner  colour  thati 
what  they  have  naturally.      After,  this  Uiey 
-are  tied  up  in  bundles  of  fix  or  feven  leaves 
each,  and  thrown  in  heaps  to  fweat ;  then  they 
are   again  dried.      When  fufficiently  cured, 
the  bundle^  are  packed,  by  means  of  prefTeS, 
•inhogflieads  capable  ofcontainingeight  hun>- 
drcd  01-  one  thoufand  pounds  weight;     The 
. planters  fend   t|>e ,  tpjj^cco.^th^s,  pricked  to 
^^'.'ilv-r;  ij  «ui..ij.  .  .<di  :yui>ijiu  Uiiu    yjJtt.n.  .the 
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/->:>  •TOBACCO  WAREHOUSES.  ^  '       f^j 

the  neareft  fliipping  town,  where,  before  ex- 
portation, it  is  examined  by  an  infpedlor  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe,  who  gives  a  certi- 
ficate to  warrant  the  fhipping  of  it^  if  it  is 
found  and  merchantable,  if  not,  he  fends  it 
back  to  the  owner.  Some  of  the  warehoufes 
to  which  the  tobacco  is  fent  for  infpedtion 
are  very  extenfive ;  and  fkilful  merchanf:s  can 
accurately  tell  the  quality  of  the  tobacco  from 
knowing  the  warehoufe  at  which  it  has  been 
infpedted  ♦.  Where  the  road*  are  good  and 
dry,  tobacco  is  fent  to  the  warehoufes  in  a 
fingular  manner:  Two  large  pins  of  wood 
are  driven  into  either  end  of  the  hogfliead, 
by  way  of  axles ;  a  pair  of  Shafts,  made  for 
the  purpofe,  are  attached  to  thefe,  and  the 
hoglhead  is  thus  drawn  along  by  one  or  two 
horfes ;  when  this  is  done,  great  care  is  taken 
to  have  the  hoops  very  ftrong.  vi  a  -.y. 

-  Tobacco  is  not  near  fo  much  cultivated  now 
as  it  was  formerly,  the  great  demand  for  wheat 
having  induced  moil:  of  the  planters  to  raife 
that  grain  in  preference.  Thofc  who  raife  to- 
•j7:.-.j  ...  <:j:  jj  >:4  ;,;  »-'ii J'*' -io  tM.  uij       bacco 

' '  *  67  the  laws  of  America,  no  produce  which  has  undergone 
any  fort  of  manufaAure,  as  flour,  potaih,  tobacco,  rice,  &c.  can 
be  exported  without  infpeAion,  nor  even  put  into  a  boat  to  be 
conveyed  down  a  river  to  a  fea  port.  The  infpeftors  are  all 
fworn,  arc  paid  by  the  ftates,  and  not  fuffered  to  take  feel 
from  any  individual.  This  is  a  mod  politic  meaforc ;  for  as 
none  but  the  bed  of  each  article  can  be  fent  out  of  the 
country,  it  enhances  the  price  of  American  produce  in  fo- 
rr igq  markets,  and  increafes  the  dema'ad. 


i 


156    TRAVELS  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA: 

bacco  and  Indian  rorn  are  called  planters,  and 
thofe  who  cultivate  foiall  grain,  farmers,  ,xy^^^: 
'  Though  many  of  the  houfes  in  die  Nor^ 
thern  Neck  are  built,  as  I  have  faid,  of  brick 
and  ftone,  in  the  ftyle  of  .the  old  Englifli 
manor  houfes,  yet  the  greater  number  there,, 
and  throughout  Virginia,  are  of  wood ;  a- 
mongft  which  are  all  thofe  that  have  been 
built  of  late  years.  This  is  chiefly  owing  to 
a  prevailing,  though  abfurd  opinion,  that 
wooden  houfes  are  the  healthieft,  becaufe  the 
infide  walls  never  appear  damp,  like  thofe  of 
byick  and  (lone,  in  rainy  weather.  In  front 
of  every  houfe  is  a  porch  orj^ent-houfe,  com- 
monly extending  the  wholfJiength  of  the  build- 
ing ;  very  ofte  n  there  is  one  alfo  in  the  rear, 
and  fometimes  all  round.  Thefe  porches  aflx>rd 
an  agreeable  fhade  from  the  fun  during  fum- 
nier.  The  hall,  or  faloon  as  it  is  called,  is 
always  a  favourite  apartment,  during  the  hot 
weather,  in  a  Virginian  houfe,  on  account  of 
the  drauglit  of  air  through  it,  and  it  is  ufually 
farniflied  fimilar  to  a  parlour,  with  fofas,  6cc. 
''  The  con-jmon  people  in  the  lower  parts  of 
Virginia  have  very  fallow  complexions,  owing 
to  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun  in  fummer, 
and  the  bilious  complaints  to  which  they  are 
fubje<ft  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  The  women 
are  far  from  being  comely,  and  the  drefles, 
whkh  they  wear  jout  of  doors  to  guard  them 
*    •  ij-  from 


ftnrttr'j^ 
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from  the  fun,  make  them  appear  flill  more 
ugly  than  nature  has  formed  them.  There  • 
is  a  kind  of  bonnet  very  comtnonly  worn, 
which,  in  particular,  disfigures  them  ama- 
zingly j  it  is  made  with  a  caul,  fitting  clofc 
on  the  back  part  of  the  head,  and  a  front 
ftifFc.icd  with  fmall  pieces  of  cane,  which 
projed:s  nearly  two  feet  from  the  head, in  a 
horizontal  direction.  To  look  at  a  peffon 
at  one  fide,  it  is  necefTary  for  a  woman,  wear- 
ing a  bonnet  of  this  kind,  to  turn  her  whole 
body  round.       :^rjr;tK'nnTq<|*: -n-j'^j^r^i'tew- wfH!; 

• '  In  the  upper  parts  of  the  country,  towards 
the  mountains,  the  women  are  totally  dif- 
ferent, b«ivir\g  a  healthy  comely  appearance. 

.'  V')Sl^iii')':''''"v<     '•  >"'  '    i 
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T(jwn  of  Tappahajinocck, — Rappahannock  Ri- 
ver,— Sharks  found  in  it. — Country  border^ 
ing  upon  Vrbajina. — Fires  common  'r  the 
Woods, — Manner  of  flopping  their  dreadful 
Progrefs, — Mode  of  getting  'Turpentine  from 
^rees. — Gloucefler, — Tork  Town, "-Remains 
of  the  "Fortifications  ere  Sled  here  during  the 
American  War, — Houfes  jhattered  by  Balls 
fill  remaining. — Caiie  in  the  Bank  of  the  Ri^ 
ver. — Williamfburghi^-Stdtf  'Imfe  in  Ruins, 
Statue  of  Lord  Botietouri,  ^-College  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,^~Condiliokofihe  Stt(de?itSi 

•>'i    oZ   ci J -v!  J   vn Sih  3")  11  Ti  '■■■    Williamfturgh,  AprU. 

CINGE  I  laft  wrote,  the  greater  part  of  my 
time  has  been  fpent  at  the  houfes  of  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  in  the  Northern  Neck. 
Four  days  ago  I  crolTed  the  Rappahannock 
River,  which  bounds  the  Northern  Neck  on 
one  fide,  to  a  fmall  town  called  Tappa- 
bannock,  or  Hobb's  Hole,  containing  about 
one  hundred  houfes.  Before  the  war,  this 
town  was  in  a  much  more  flourifhing  ftatc 
than  at  prefent ;  that  unfortunate  conteft  ru- 
ined the  trade  of  this  little  place,  as  it  did 
that  of  moft  of  the  fea-port  towns  in  Virginia. 
The  Rappahannock  is  about  three  quarters  of 
-  . -,^-c>  -  a  mile 
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a  mile  wide  oppofite  the  town,  which  is  fe^ 
venty  miles  above  its  mouth.  Sharks  are 
very  often  feen  in  this  river.  What  is  very 
remarkable,  the  ftfh  are  all  found  on  tlie  fide 
of  the  river  next  to  the  town,  ,,  .\y  ., ,  .- 
,,.  From  Tappahannock  to  Urbanna,  another 
fmall  town  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  li- 
tuated  about  twenty- five  miles  lower  down, 
the  country  wears  but  a  poor  afpedl.  ' ,  >^.  • 
.,\Tlie  road,  which  is  level  and  very  fandy, 
runs  through  woods  for  miles  together.  The 
habitdtiohs  that  are  leen  from  it  are  but  few, 
and  ihcy  are  of  the  pooreft  defcription.  The 
woods  chiefly  coniift  of  black  oak,  pine,  and 
cedar  trees,  which  grow  Op  landt  of  the  worft 
quality  only.  -   - 

On  this  road  there  arc  many  creeks  to  be 
cro^d,  which  empty  themfelvcs  into  the  Ra* 
pahannock  River;  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  there  are  extenfive  marflies,  that  ren- 
der the  adjacent  country,  as  may  be  fuppofed, 
very  unhealthy.  Such  a  quantity  of  fnipes 
are  feen  in  thefe  marches  continually,  that  it 
would  be  hardly  poffiblc  to  fire  a  gun,  in  a  ho- 
rizontal dired:ion>  and  not  kill  many  at  one 

'^'  As  I  paffed  through  this  part  of  the  country^ 
I  obferved  many  traces  of  iires  in  the  woods, 
which  are  frequent,  it  feems,  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year.  They  ufually  proceed  from  the 
T^kiu  i.  ^  negligence 
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ticgligeilce  of  people  who  are  burning  bruQi- 
wood  to  clear  the  lands;  and  coniidering  how 
often  they  happen,   it  is  wonderful  that  they 
are   not  attended   with  more  ferious  confe- 
quences  than  commonly  follow.  I  was  a  wit- 
nefs  myfdf  to  one  of  thefe  fires,    that  hap- 
pened in  the  Northern  Neck. '  The  day  had 
been   remarkably  ferene,   and  appearing  fa- 
vourable for  the  purpofc,  large  quantities  of 
brufiiwood  had  been  fired  at  different  places ; 
in  the  afternoon,  however,  it  became  fultry,. 
and  ftreams  of  hot  air  were  perceptible,  now 
and  then,  the  ufual  tokens  of  a  guft.     About 
five  o'clock,  the  horizon  towards  the  north 
became  dark,  and  a  terrible  whirlwind  arofe. 
I  was  {landing  with  fome  gentlemen  on  an 
eminence  at  the  time,  and  perceived  it  gra- 
dually advancing.     It  carried  with  it  a  cloud 
of  dud,    dried  leaves,  and  pieces  of  rotten 
wood,  and  in  many  places,  as  it  came  along,  it 
levelled  the  fence  rails,  and  unroofed  the  (heds 
for  the  cattle.     We  made  every  endeavour, 
but  in  vain,  to  get  to  a  place  of  Ihclter;  in 
the  courfe    of  two  minutes  the  whirlwind 
overtook  us  j  the  fliock  was  violent  j  it  was 
hardly   poffible    to  ftand,    and   difficult  to 
breath  j   the  whirlwilid"  pafled  ovier  in  about 
three  miiiu^^s,  but  a  dorm,  accompanied  by 
heavy  thtin^r  and  lightning,  fucceeded,  which 
lafted  for  more  than  half  an  hour.     On  look  - 
....    .  ^.  ing 
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ing  round  immediately  after  the  whirlwind 
had  pafled,  a  prodigious  column  of  fire  now 
appeared  in  a  part  of  the  wood  where 
fome  brushwood  had  been  burning ;  in  many 
places  the  ilames  rofe  confiderably  above  the 
fummit  of  the  trees,  which  were  of  a  large 
growth*  It  was  a  tremendous,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fublime  fight.  The  negroes  on 
the  furrounding  plantations  were  all  aflpmbled 
with  their  hoes,  and  watches  were  ftationed  at 
every  corner  to  give  the  alarm  if  the  fire  ap- 
peared ejfcwh^rrg,  left  the  conflagration  (hould 
become  general.  To  one  plantation  a  fpark 
was  carried  by  the  wind  more  tjian  half  a  mile ; 
happily,  however,  a  torrent  of  rain  in  a  (liort 
time  afterwards  came  pouring  down,  and  en- 
abled the  people  to  extinguiili  the  flames  in 

every  quarter.  ^^^..^  ^^  .ofu^nr/hn  ^U.nh 
,..,  When  thefe  fires  do,  not ,  receive  a  timely 
check,,  they  fopietimes  increafe  tp  a  ■xnod 
alarming  height;  apd  if  the  grafs  and  dead 
leaves  happen  to  be  very  dry,  and  the  wind 
brifk,  proceed  with  fo  greit  velocity  that  the 
fwiftefl:  runners  are  often  overtaken  in  endea^ 
vouripg  to  efcape  from  the  flames.  Indeed  I 
have;  met  with  people,  on  \yhQiii?  veracity  the 
greatefl:  dependanice  might  be  placedi  that  havQ 
iiiTured  me  they  have  found  it  a  difficult  talk, 
at  times,  to  get,  out  of  $he  readii  of  them, 
though  mounted  04  good  teles,  -  ' 

,    Vol..  I.  M       •  There 
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There  is  but  one  mode  of  (lopping  a  fire 
of  this  kind,  which  makes  fuch  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  along  the  ground.     A  number  of  other 
fires  are  kindled  at  fome  di fiance  a-head  of 
that  which  they  wifh  to  extlngiiifli,  fo  as  to 
form  a  line  acrofs  the  courfc,  which,  from  the 
diredlion    of  the   wind,  it  is  likely  to  take. 
Thefe  are  carefully  watched  by  a  fufficicnt 
number  of  men  furnifhed  with  hoes  and  rakes, 
and  they  are  prevented  from  fpreading,  except 
on  that  fide  which  is  towards  the  large  fire, 
a  matter  eafily  accompliflied  when  attended  to 
in  the  beginning.     Thus  the  fires  in  a  few 
minutes  meet,  and  of  confequence  they  muft 
ceafe,  as  there  is  nothing  left  to  feed  them, 
the  grafs  and  leaves  being  burnt  on  all  fides. 
In  general  there  is  but  very  little  brufliwood 
in  the  woods  of  America,  fo  that  thefe  fires 
chiefly  run  along  the  ground ;  the  trees,  how- 
ever, are  often  fcorched,  but  it  is  very  rare 
for  any  of  them  to  be  entirely  confumed. 
;     The  country  between  Urbanna  and  Glou- 
ceftcr,  a  town  fituated  upon  York  River,  is 
neither  fo  fandy  nor  fo  flat  as  that  bordering 
upon  the  Rappahannock.     The  trees,  chiefly 
pines,   are  of  a  very  large  fize,  and   afl^brd 
abundance  of  turpentine,  which  is  extracted 
from  them  in  great  quantities  by  the  inhabi- 
bitants,  principally,  however,  for  home  con- 
fumption.      The  turpentine  is  got  by  cut- 
-^^*>'      8  .^  *'''^  1  ting 
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ting  a  large  gafh  in  the  tree,  and  fetting  a 
trough  underneath  to  receive  the  refinous 
matter  diftilled  from  the  wound.  The  trees 
thus  drained  lafl  but  a  fliort  time  after  they 
are  cut  down.  In  this  neighbourhood  there 
-are  numbers  of  ponds  or  fmall  lakes,  fur- 
roiinded  by  woods,  along  fome  of  which  the 
views  are  very  pleafing.  From  mod  of  them 
are  falls  of  water  into  fome  creek  or  river, 
which  afford  excellent  feats  for  mills. 

Glouceftcr  contains  only  ten  or  twelve 
houfes ;  it  is  fituatcd  on  a  neck  of  land  nearly 
oppofitc  to  the  town  of  York,  which  is  at  the 
other  fide  of  the  river.  Tlicrc  are  renriins 
here  of  one  or  two  redoubts  thrown  up  daring 
the  war.  The  river  between  the  two  places 
is  about  one  mile  and  .a  half  wide,  and  affords 
fourfathom  and  a  half  of  water.      ..,  ,,:  „,i  . 

The  town  of  York  confiUs  of  about  fcventy 
houfes,  an  cpifcopalian  church,  and  a  gaol. 
It  is  not  now  more  than  ono  third  of  the  fizc 
it  was  before  the  war,  and  it  does  not  appear 
likely  foon  to  recover  its  former  flourilhin^ 
liute.  Great  quantities  of  tobacco  were  for- 
merly infpccted  here  ;  very  little,  however,  is 
now  raifed  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  people 
having  got  into  a  habit  of  cultivating  wheat 
in  preference.  The  little  that  is  fent  tor  in- 
fpcdlon,  is  reckoned  to  be  of  tlic  very  beft 
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quality,  and  k  all  engaged  for  the  Londoa 
market,  ••'  !• '^1  n'^iyjqyjno  Mii  tUicy.i'Jl '.Ji^'Jt; 
"'■  'York  Is  remarkable  for  having  been  the 
place  where  Lord  Cornwallis  furrendered  his 
army  to  the  combined  forces  of  the  Ameri- 
cans and  French.  A  few  of  the  redoubts, 
which  were  eredtcd  by  each  army,  are  ftill  re- 
ftiaining,  but  the  principal  fortifications  are 
almofl  quite  obliterated ;  the  plough  has  palTcd 
over  fomc  of  them,  and  groves  of  pine  trees? 
fprung  up  about  others,  though,  during  the 
fiege,  every  tree  near  the  town  was  deftroycd. 
The  firil:  and  fecond  parallels  can  jufl  be 
traced,  when  pointed  out  by  a  perfon  ac- 
quainted with  them  in  a  more  perfect  (late. 

In  the  town  the  houfes  bear  evident  marks 
of  the  fiege i  and  the  inhabitants  will  not,  on 
any  account,  fuffcr  the  holes  perforated  by  the 
cannon  balls  to  be  repaired  on  the  outfide. 
There  is  one  houfein  particular,  which  ftands 
in  the  Ikirt  of  the  town,  that  is  in  a  moft 
/battered  condition.  It  was  the  habitation 
uf  a  Mr.  Ncilibn,  a  fecretary  unde-  the  regal 
government,  and  was  made  the  head  quarters 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  when  he  firft  came  to 
the  town  ;  but  it  ftood  fo  much  expofcd,  and 
afforded  fo  good  a  mark  to  the  eiiemy,  that 
he  was  foon  forced  to  quit  it.  Neilfon,  how- 
ever, it  fecms,  was  determined  to  ilay  there 
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till  the  la(V,  and  abfolutely  remained  till  his 
negro  fervant,  the  only  perlbn  that  would  live 
with  him  in  fuch  ahoufe,hadhis  brains  dallied 
out  by  a  cannon  fliot  while  he  flood  by  his 
tide;  he  then  thought  it  time  to  retire,  but 
the  houfe  was  Aill  continually  fired  at,  as  if 
it  had  been  head  quarters.  The  walii»  and 
roof  are  pierced  in  innumerable  places,  and  at 
one  corner  a  large  piece  of  the  wall  is  torn 
away;  in  this  ftate,  however,  it  is  ftill  in- 
habited in  one  room  by  fome  perfon  or  other 
equally  fanciful  as  the  old  fecretary.  There 
are  trenches  thrown  up  round  it,  and  on  every 
lide  are  deep  hollows  made  by  the  bombs 
that  fell  near  it.  Till  within  a  year  or  two 
the  broken  fliells  themfelves  remained;  but 
the  New  England  men  that  traded  to  York 
finding  they  would  fell  well  as  old  iron, 
dug  them  up,  and  carried  them  away  in  their 
ihipa. 

The  banks  of  the  river,  where  the  town 
(lands,  are  high  and  inacceflible,  excepting  in 
a  few  places  ;  the  principal  part  of  the  town 
is  built  on  the  top  of  them ;  a  few  fifliing 
liuts  and  florehoufcs  merely  Hand  at  the  bot- 
tom. A  cave  is  ihewn  here  in  the  banks, 
defcribed  by  the  people  as  having  been  the 
place  of  head-quarters  during  the  liege,  after 
the  cannonade  of  the  enemy  became  warn)  j 
but  in  reality  it  was  formed  and  hung  with 
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green  brize  for  a  lady,  either  the  wife  orac-- 
quaintance  of  an  officer, who  was  terrified  with 
the  idea  of  remaining  in  the  town,  and  died  of 
fright  after  her  removal  down  to  the  cave,  rjuj^,. 
Twelve  miles  from  York,  to  the  weflward, 
ftands  Williamfburgh,  formerly  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment in  Virginia.     Richmond  was  fixed 
upon  during  the  war  as  a  more  fecure  place, 
being  farther  removed  from  the  fea  coaft,  and 
not  fo  much  expofed  to  depredations  if  an  ene- 
my were  to  land  unexpectedly.     Richmond 
alfo  had  the  advantage,  of  being  fituated  at  the 
head  of  a  navigable  river,  and  was  therefore 
likely  toincreafe  to  a  fize  which  the  other  never 
could  attain.     It  is  wonderful,  indeed,  what 
could  have  induced  people  to  fix  upon  the 
fpot  where  Williamlburgh  ftands  for  a  town; 
in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  and  one  mile  and  a 
half  removed  from  any  navigable  ftream,  when 
there  were  fo  many  noble  rivers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,    •r'tn.f^  'xi  !       ''    Kn)>  R  i-.rv  ,'i  tjiii' 
»A  The  town  confifts  of  one  principal  ftrcet, 
and  two  others  which  run  parallel  to  it.     At 
one  end  of  the  main  ftrcet  ftands  the  college, 
and  at  the  other  end  the  old  capitol  or  ftate- 
houfe,  a  capacious    building   of  brick,  now 
crumbling  to  pieces  fro.m  negligence.     The 
houfes  around  it  are  moftly  uninhabited,  and 
prefent  a  melancholy  pidure.     In  the  liall  of 
the  capitol  ftands  a  maimed  ftutue  of  Lord 
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Botetourt,  one  of  the  regal  governors  of  Vir- 
ginia, credled  at  the  public  expence,  in  me- 
mory of  his  lordlliip's  equitable  and  popular 
adminiftration.     During  the  war,  when  party 
rage  was  at  its  higheft  pitch,  and  every  thing 
pertaining  to  royalty  obnoxious,  the  head  and 
one  arm  of  the  ftatue  were  knocked  off^   it 
now  remains  quite  expofed,  and  is  more  and 
more  defaced  every  day.     Whether  the  motto, 
**  Rcfurgo  rege  favente"   infcribed  under  the 
coat  of  arms,  did  or  did  not  help  to  bring 
upon  it  its  prefent  fate,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
fay ;  as  it  is,  it  certainly  remains  a  monument 
of  the    extindion  of  monarchial  power  in 
America.   '-•'»  «*»*ii.;»i«tHT.«i  li     an  tAii  \w>j' 
■    The  college  of  William  and  Mary,  as  it  is 
ftill  called,  Hands  at  the  oppofite  end  of  the 
main  ftreet ;   it  is  a  heavy  pile,  which  bears, 
as  Mr.  Jefferfon,  I  think,  fays,  **  a  very  clofc 
refemblance  to  a  large  brick  kiln,  excepting 
that  it  has  a  roof."     The  fludents  were  about 
thirty  in  number  when   I  was  there:    from 
their  appearance  one  would  imagine  that  the 
feminary  ought  rather  to  be  termed  a  gram- 
mar fchool  than  a  college ;  yet  I  underftand 
the  vifiters,  fince  the  prefent  revolution,  find- 
ing it  full  of  young  boys  juft  learning  the  ru- 
diments of  Greek  and  Latin,  a  circumftancc 
which  confcqucntly  deterred  others  more  ad- 
-.._._  _v  w__,^.,^   ,^.,..    ^\  A  V.-...A.J;  •'-■"•y  vanccd 
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Vatieedi  ften>^j^<?)»?i»g  th«re/  dropped ^the  pro--. 
feflbrfhips  for  thefe  two  languages,  and  efta- 
bliihed  6thfers?in  their  placd.  >  Theprofe/Tor-. 
/hips,  ks-^thcy  n6w  ftand,  are-  for  law,  medi- 
cine, natural  and  moral  philofophy,  mathe- 
matics, and  modern  languages.  The  bifliop 
of  Virginia  is  prefident  of  the  college,  and 
has  apartments  in  the  buildings.  Half  a  do- 
zen or  more  of  the  ftu dents,  the  eldeft  about 
twelve  years  old,  dined  at  his  table  one  day 
that  I  was  there  ;  fome  were  without  fhoes 
or  ftockings,  others  without  coats.  During 
dinner  they  conliantly  rofe  to  help  themfelves 
at  the  fideboard.  A  couple  of  dilhes  of  falted 
meat,  and  fome  oyfter  foup,  formed  the  whole 
of  the  dinner.  I  only  mention  this,  as  it  may 
convey  fame  little  idea  of  American  colleges 
and  American  digpitaries.  ,.^ji  u^.  i 

The  epifcopalian  church,  the  oill)^  one  in 
the  place.  Hands  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
Areet ;  it  is  much  out  of  repair.  On  cither 
fide  of  it,  is  im  extenfive  green,  furroundcd. 
with  neat  Ipoking  houfes,  which  bring  to  mind 
an  Englifli  village.  ,..ui  .  , 

*    The  town  contains  about  twelve  hundred 
inhabitants,  and  the  fociety  in  it  is  thought  to  ^ 
be  more  extenfive  and  more  gei.iccl  at  the  f 
fame  time  than  what  is  to  be  met  with  in  .i 

■   ,!?•>♦  fq  nMi.r)i?/lih  v)M  f.-^i  5   manufa(5lures  ^, 
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manufaftures  are  carried  on  here,  and  fbarcel/ 
any  trade.  .iom'.-qaRl  nwi  ot^idt  'lo^  ?f!ffn-TofM«v 
.. .  There  is  an  hofpital  here  for  lunatics,  hut 
it  does  not  appear  to  be  well  regulated.    n=rf\ 
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Jf amp  ton, — Ferry  to  Norfolk,  —  Danger  in 
.\  eroding  the  .  umerous  Ferries  in  Virginia,-— 
L  Norfolk. — Laws  of'  Virginia  injurious  to  the 
Trading  Inter efi, — Streets  narrow  and  dirty 
in  Norfolk, — Yellow  Fever  there. — Ohferva- 
tlons  on  this  Diforder, — Violent  Party  Spirit 
/imongjl  the  Inhabitants, — Few  Churches  in 
Virginia,  —  Several  in  Ruins.  —  Private 
Grave  Tards^ 
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Norfolk,  April, 

TDROM  Wiliiamfburgh  to  Hampton  the 
country  is  flat  and  unintcrcfting.  Hamp- 
ton is  a  fmall  town,  fituatcd  at  the  head  of 
a  bay,  near  the  mouth  of  James  River,  which 
contains  about  thirty  houfes  and  an  epifcopa- 
lian  church.  A  few  fea  boats  are  annually 
built  here  J  and  corn  and  lumber  are  exported 
annually  to  the  value  of  about  forty-two  thou- 
fand  dollars.     It  is  a  dirty  difagrccablc  place, 

always 
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always  infefled  by  a  fliocking  ftencli  from  a 
muddy  fliore  when  the  tide  is  out.   .  w./.    .,.' 
Fi'om  this  town  there  is  a  regular  feify  to 
Norfolk, acrois  Hampton  roads,  eighteen  miles 
over.     I  was  forced  to  leave  my  horfes  here 
behind  me  for  feveial  days,  as  all   the   flats 
belonging  to  the  place  had  been  fent  up  a  creek 
Ibme  miles  for  flaves,  &c.  and  they  had  no 
other  method  of  getting  horfes  into  the  ferry 
boats,  which  were  too  large  to  come  clofe  into 
fhore,  excepting  by  carrying  them  out  in  thefe 
flats,  and  then  making  them  leiip  on  board. 
It  is  a  moft  irkfome  piece  of  bufinefs  to  crofs 
the  ferries  in  Virginia ;  there  is  not  one  in  fix 
Xvhere  the  boats  are  good  and  well  manned, 
and  it  is  neceifary  to  employ  great  circum- 
fpecSion  in  order  to  guard  againft  accidents, 
which  are  but  too  common.    As  I  pafled  along 
I  heard  of  numbcrlefs  recent  inftances  of  horfes 
being  drowned,  killed,  and  having  their  legs 
broken,  by  getting  in  and  out  of  the  boats. 

Norfolk  Hands  nearly  at  the  mouth  of  the 
eallcrn  branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  the  moft 
fuuthern  cf  thofc  which  empty  themfelves  into 
the  Chcfapcfik  Bay.  It  is  the  largeft  commer- 
ci.d  town  in  V^irginla,  and  carries  on  a  flou- 
rifhing  traue  to  tlic  Well:  Indies.  The  exports 
confiil  principally  of  tobacco,  flour,  and  corn, 
and  various  kiiuis  of  lumber  3  of  the  latter  it 
derives  an  iiicxhaullible  fupply  from  the  Dif- 
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NORFOLK* 
irial  Swamp,  immediately  in  the  neighbour- 

,  Norfolk  would  be  a  place  of  much  greater 
trade  than  it  is  at  prefcnt,  were  it  not  for  the. 
impolicy  of  fome  laws  which  have  exlded  in 
the  ftate  of  Virginia.  One  of  thefe  laws,  fp 
injurious  to  commerce,  was  pafl'ed  during  the 
war.  By  this  law  it  was  enacted,  that  all  mer- 
chants and  planters  in  Virginia,  who  owed  mo- 
ney to  Britifh  merchants,  fliould  be  exonerated 
from  their  debts,  if  they  paid  the  money  due 
into  the  public  treafury  inilead  offending  it  to 
Great  Britain ;  and  all  fuch  as  flood  indebted 
were  invited  to  come  forward,  and  give  their 
money  in  this  manner,  towards  the  fupport  of 
the  conteil  ^n  which  America  was  then  en- 
gaged.. -      . 

The  treafury  at  fir  ft  did  not  become  much 
richer  in  confequence  of  this  law ;  for  the  Vir- 
ginian debtor,  individually,  could  gain  nothing, 
by  paying  the  money  that  he  owed  into  the 
treafury,  as  he  had  to  pay  the  full  fum  which 
was  due  to  the  Britifh  merchant ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  might  lofe  confidcrably  j  his  credit 
would  be  ruined  in  the  eyes  of  the  Britifli 
merchant  by  fuch  a  mcafure,  and  it  would  be 
a  great  impediment  to  the  renewal  of  a  com- 
mercial intercourfe  l)etween  them  after  the 
(ppaclufion  of  the  war»L  uj  .,i..,i,fc  .;<  ;-i,  ?  li , 
itij ';,J3  >  ^u.';;f,>^5lv'';     However, 
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However,  when  the  continental  paper  mo- 
ney became  ih  much  depreciated,  that  one 
hundred  paper  dollars  were  not  worth  one  in 
fiiver,  many  of  the  people,  who  ilood  deeply 
indebted  to  the  merchants  in  Great  Britain, 
began  to  look  upon  the  meafure  in  a  different 
point  of  view ;  they  now  faw  a  pofitive  ad- 
van  ta^^e  in  paying  their  debts  into  the  treafury 
in  thefe  paper  dollars,  which  were  a  legal  ten- 
der; accordingly  they  did  Co,  and  in  con fe* 
quence  were  exonerated  of  their  debts  by  ilie 
laws  of  their  country,  though  in  reality  they 
had  not  paid  more  than  one  hundredth  part  of 
them.  In  vain  did  the  Briti(h  merchant  fue 
for  his  money  when  hof^ilities  were  terminat- 
ed ;  he  could  obtain  no  nidrefs  in  any  court  of 
judice  in  Virginia.  Thus  juggled  out  of  his 
property,  he  naturally  became  diftruftful  of  the 
Virginians ;  he  refufed  to  trade  with  them  on 
the  fame  terms  as  with  the  people  of  the  other 
ftates,  and  the  Virginians  have  confequently 
reaped  the  fruits  of  their  very  diihonourable 
condud*.  ^  jn  ! 

-    Another  law,  baneful  in  the  higheft  degree 
to  the  trading  intereft,  is  one  which  renders 


■'■  vm;-rrr  17"*  "iUhinx!  "'  ffr'-f»r 
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*  In  February  1796,  this  nefarious  bufincfs  was  at  lad 
brouoht  before  the  fupreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  Phi. 
ladolphia,  by  the  agents  of  the  Britifli  merchants;  anU  the  dt». 
ducv.  or  tltc;  judges  were  fuch  as  redounded  to  their  honour  j  for 
t'ney  dularcd  tiat  thefe  debts  fliould  all  he  paid  over  again, 
botlA  li.Cj  \L  :i'X  B.iiilli  merchant. 
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all  landed  property  inviolable.  This  law  has 
induced  numbers  to  run  into  debt;  and  as  long 
as  itexifts,  foreigners  will  be  cautious  of  giving 
credit  to  a  large  amount  to  men  who,  if  they 
chufeto  purchafe  a  tradt  of  land  with  the  goods 
ur  money  cntrufted  to  their  care,  may  lit  down 
upon  it  fecurely,  out  of  the  reach  of  all  their 
creditors,  under  protcdion  of  the  laws  of  the 
country.  Owing  to  this  lav/  they  have  notyet 
been  enabled  to  get  a  bank  eflabliOied  in  Nor- 
iblk,  thouc-h  it  would  be  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance  to  the  traders.  The  diredlors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  have  always  pe- 
remptorily refufcd  to  let  a  branch  of  it  be  fixed 
in  any  part  of  Virginia  whilll  this  law  remains* 
In  Bofton,  New  York,  Baltimore,  Charlellon, 
&c.  there  are  branches  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  befides  other  banks,  eftabliOied 
under  the  fandrion  of  the  ftate  legiflature.  '  • 
.  Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  in  the 
ftate  afiembly  to  get  this  lafl  mentioned  law 
repealed,  but  they  have  all  proved  ineffectual. 
The  debates  have  been  very  warm  on  the  bu- 
fmefs ;  and  the  names  of  the  majority,  who 
voted  for  the  continuation  of  it,  have  been  pub- 
liHicd,  to  expofe  them  if  poiTible  to  infamy  j 
but  fo  many  have  fheltered  themfelves  under 
its  fandtion,  and  fo  many  flill  find  an  intcreft 
in  its  continuance,  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
fpcedily  repealed. 
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The  honfes  in  Norfolk  are  about  five  hun-* 
drcd  in  number;  by  far  tbe  greater  part  of 
them  arc  of  wood,  and  but  meanly  built. 
Thefe  have  all  been  eredled  lince  the  year 
1776;  when  the  town  was  totally  deftroyed 
by  fire,  by  the  order  of  Lord  Dunmore,  then 
regal  governor  of  Virginia.  The  lofles  fnf- 
tained  on  that  occafion  were  eftimated  at 
jf.  300,000  ilerling.  Towards  the  harbour 
the  ftreets  are  narrov/  and  irregular;  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  town  they  are  tolerably 
wide  ;  none  of  them  are  paved,  and  all  are 
filthy  ;  indeed,  in  the  hot  months  of  fummer, 
the  llench  that  proceeds  from  fome  of  them 
is  horrid.  That  people  can  be  thus  inatten- 
tive to  cleanlinefs,  which  is  fo  conducive  to 
health,  and  in  a  town  where  a  fixth  part  of 
the  people  died  in  one  year  of  a  peftilential 
diforder,  is  moll  wonderful ! !  * 

•  ...  -■  ^ 

•  The  yellow  fever,  which  has  committed  fuch  dreadful  ra- 
vages of  late  years  in  America,  is  certainly  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fort  of  plague.  It  firll  appeared  a:  Philadelphia  in  the  year 
1793;  in  1794  it  appeared  at  Baltimore;  in  1795, at  New  York 
and  Norfolk;  and  in  1796,  though  the  matter  was  hiilhed  up  as 
rt;uch  as  poilibk,  in  order  to  prevent  an  alarm,  fimilar  to  that 
which  had  injured  the  ci  li>  much  the  preceding  year,  yet  in 
New  York  a  far  greater  n^-inber  of  deaths  than  ufual  were 
heard  of  during  the  fummer  and  autumn,  ftrongly  fuppofed  to 
have  been  occafioned  by  the  fame  malignant  diforder.  ,„r-.i;:i.' 

The  accounts  given  of  the  calamitous  confequences  atten- 
dant upon  it,  in  thefe  dilfeient  places,  are  all  much  alike,  and 
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'   Amongil  the  inhabitants  are  great  numbers 
of  Scotch  and  French.     The  latter  are  aknoll 

t^^.jj    r"     ■'   '  entirely 

nearly  fimllar  to  thofe  given  of  the  plague : — The  people  dying 
luJJenly,  and  under  the  moft  (hocking  circumflances— fuch  as 
were  weU,  flying  away — the  Tick  abandoned,  and  periihing  I'or 
want  of  common  neceJlarie; — the  d?ad  buried  in  hcnps  together 
without  any  ceremony --charity  at  an  end— the  tics  of  friendlhip 
and  confanguinity  difregardcd  by  many — others,  on  the  con- 
trary, nobly  coming  torward,  and  at  the  hazard  of  their  own 
lives  doing  all  in  their  power  to  relieve  their  fcllcw  citizens, 

and  avert  the  general  woe. At  Philadelphia,  in  the  fpace 

of  about  three  months,  no  lefs  than  fonr  thouland  inhabitants 
were  fwept  off  by  this  dreadful  malady,  a  number,  at  that 
time,  amounting  to  about  one  tenth  of  the  whole.  Baltimore 
and  New  York  did  not  fuffer  fo  feverely  ;  but  at  Norfolk,  which 
is  computed  to  contain  about  three  thoCifand  peop'.c^  no  \i\ti 
than  five  hundred  fell  viftims  to  it. 

The  diforder  has  been  treated  very  dlfierently  by  ditTercnt 
phyficians,  and  as  fome  few  have  firvived  under  each  fyftem 
that  has  been  tried,  no  general  one  has  yet  been  adopted.   I  was 
told,  however,  by  feveral  people  in  Norfolk,  whorefided  in  the 
mod  fickly  part  of  the  town  during  the  whole  time  the  feve;- 
lalied,  that  as  a  preventative  medicine,  a  llroiig  mercurial  purge 
was  very  generally  adminiftered,  and  afterwards  peruvlun  bark ; 
and  that  few  of  thofc  who  had  taken  this  ir;edicine  were  at- 
tacked by  the  fever.     All  however  that  can  be  done  by  medi- 
cine to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  diforder,  when  it  has  broke  out 
in  a  town,  feems  to  be  of  no  very  great  cffe<!l;  for  as  long  a-i 
the  exceffive  hot  v/eather  lails  the  fever  rages,  but  it  regula:  ly 
difappcars  on  the  approach  of  cold  weather.     With  regard  to 
its  origin  there  have  been  alfo  various  opinions;  fome  havj 
contended  that  it  was  imported  into  every  place  where  it  ap- 
peared from  the  Weil  Indies;  others,  that  it  was  generated  \\ 
tlie  country.    Thefe  opinioii'i  have  been  ably  fupported  on 
eith.?r  fide  of  the  queftion  by  medical  men,  who  rel;-Ied  at  the 
different  places  where  the  fever  has  appeared.   Tliere  are  a  few 
.  notorious  circumilances,  however,  wlilch  lead  ir.;-;  u.  an  indivi- 
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entirely  from  the  Weil  Indiesi,  anci  p^incipitlly 
from  St»  Domingo.  In  Such  prodigious  num- 
bers did  they  flock  over  after  the  Britidi 
forces  had  got  footing  in  the  French  iflands, 
that  between  two  and  three  thoufand  were 
in  Norfolk  at  one  time;  mod  of  them,  how- 
ever, afterwards  difperfed  themfelves  through- 
out different  parts  of  the  country  j  thofe  who 
flaid  in  the  town  opened  little  (hops  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  and  amongft  them  t  found  many 
who  had  been  in  affluent  circumftances  before 
,they  were  driven  from  their  homes*  ^„.p  „ 
,  A  llrong  party  fpirit  has  always  been  pre- 
valent amongft  the  American  inhabitants  of 
this  towHi  fo  rnuph  fp,  that  a  few  years  ago, 
iiii  riK  ?,*«i:>iuri'j  •>Hj  'iipfj  yiinuoj  auj    when 

dual,  to  think  that  the  fever  has  been  gefterated  on  the 
American  continent.  In  the  firft  placed  the  fefcr  hai  always 
broken  out  in  thofe  parts  of  towns  which  were  moft  dofely 
built,  and  where  the  ftreets  have  been  fulFered  through  neg- 
ligence to  remain  foul  and  nafty ;  in  the  fecond  plate,  it  has 
regularly  broken  out  during  the  hotteft  time  of  the  year.inthi 
months  of  July  and  Auguft,  when  the  air  on  the  American 
coall  is  for  ilie  moll  part  flagnant  and  fiiltry,  and  when  ve- 
getable and  animal  matter  becomes  putrid  in  an  incredible 
fliort  fpace  of  time  ;  thirdly,  numbers  of  people  died  of  the 
difordcr  ia  New  York,  in  the  year  1796,  notwithilanding 
that  every  Well  Indian  vcflcl  which  entered  the  port  that  fea- 
fon  was  examined  by  the  health  officer,  a  regular  bred  phyfi- 
cian,  and  that  evpry  one  fiifpcfted  was  obliged  to  perform  qua- 
rantine. The  people  in  New  York  are  fo  fully  perfuadcd  that 
the  fuvcr  originates  in  America  from  putrid  matter,  that  the/ 
have  flopped  up  one  or  two  docks,  which  were  receptacles  fbr 
the  filih  of  the  neighbuurhood,  and  wiuch  conumiDat^d  ihe  air 
wlicn  the  lid  J  was  cut.  \^  \     1  tV 
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when  fome  En=gU(h  and  French  vefTels  of  war 
were  lying  in  Hampton  roads,  and  the  Tailors, 
froni  each,  on  fliore,  the  whole  people  were 
up  and  ready  to  join  them,  bn  the  one  lidc  or 
the  other,  in  open  conteft ;  but  the  mayor  drew 
out  the  militia,  arid  fent  them  to  their  rcfpec- 
tive  homes.  '•'''"''■■■ '  '•  ■'  r-'  -^'  •-  -    --•-  *■'--. 

Here  are  two  churche?,  one  for  epifcopa- 
lians,  the  other  for  methodifls.  In  the  for- 
mer, fcrvice  is  not  performed  more  than  once 
in  two  or  three  weeks,  and  very  little  regard 
is  paid  by  the  people  in  general  to  Sunday.  In- 
ilced,  throughout  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia, 
that  is,  between  the  mountains  and  tlic  fca, 
the  people  have  fcarcely  any  fenfe  of  religion, 
and  in  tlie  country  parts  the  churches  are  all 
falling  into  decay.  As  I  rode  along,  I  fcarcely 
ohfervcd  one  that  was  not  in  a  ruinous  con- 
dition, with  the  windows  broken,  and  doors 
dropping  off  the  hinges,  and  lying  open  to  the 
pigs  and  cuttle  wandering  about  the  woods ; 
yet  many  of  thefc  were  not  pafl  repair.  The 
churches  in  Virginia,  excepting  fnch  as  are  in 
tov/ns,  ftand  for  the  molt  part  in  the  woods, 
retired  from  any  houfcs,  and  it  docs  not  appear 
that  any  pcrfons  are  appointed  to  pay  the 
linallcll  attantion  to  them,  a .,.,0  vi^j^^ },,it!,n, ..... 
'*  A  cuftom  prevails  in  Norfolk,  of  private  In- 
dividual^  holJinggravc  yards,  which  are  looked 
upon  US  ;i  very  lucrative  kind  of  property,  the 

Vol.  I.  N         .«»o»»'''-'  owners 
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owners  receiving  confiderable  fees  annually 
for  giving  permiflion  to  people  to  bury  their 
dead  in  them.  It  is  very  common  alio  to  fee, 
in  the  large  plantations  in  Virginia,  and  not 
far  from  the  dwelling  houfe,  cemeteries  walled 
in,  where  the  people  of  the  family  are  all 
buried.  Tliefe  cemeteries  are  generally  built 
adjoining  the  garden.      ,.^  ,...,.... 
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Dcfcription   of  Difwal  Swamp. — ff^iM   Men 
found  in  it.— -Bears,  Wohcs,  &c. — Country 
between   Swamp   and  Richmond. — Mode  of 
making    'Tar    and    Fitch.  —  Poor  Soil. — 
Wretched  Taverns. — Corn    Bread.  — Difii- 
ctdty  of  v-efting  Food  for  Horfe^, — Pet  erf 
burgh. — ILrfe  Races  there. — Defcription  of 
Virginian  llorfes. — Stile  of' Riding  in  Ameri- 
ca.—Defcription    of  Richmond y    Capital  of 
Virginia. —  Singular    Bridge    acrofs   "fames 
'-  River.  —  Sttite   Houfe.  —  Fa/Is   of  fames 
^*  River. — Gambling  comnnn  in  Richnund. — 
I  Lower  Cla'fes  of  People  very  quarreifme. — 
.^  Their  Mode  of  Fighting. —  Gouging. 

RicluronO,  May.'  < 

"pROM  Norfolk  I  went  to  look  at  tlie  great 

Difmal  Swamp,  whichcommcnces  iit  tiic 

dilhmcc  olniiie  miles  jVom  the  tuwn,  and  c\- 

.!;;i.  ;  •'.  tends 
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tends  into  North  Carolina,  occupying  In  the 
whole  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
acres.  This  great  trad:  is  entirely  covered  with 
trees ;  juniper  and  cyprefs  trees  grow  v/here 
there  is  moft  moif  ure,  and  on  the  dry  parts, 
white  and  red  oakb  ..:;    a  variety  of  pines. 
-  Thefe  trees  grov7  to  a  moft  enormous  fize, 
and  between  them,  the  brulliwood  ipiings  up 
ih  thick  that  the  Avamp  in  many  parts  is  abfo- 
lutely  impervious.  In  this  rcfped:  it  differs  to- 
tally from  the  common  woods  in  tlv  country. 
It  abounds  alfo  with  cane  reeds,  and  with  long 
rich  grafs,  upon  Vvhich  cattle  feed  with  grea': 
avidity,  and  become  fit  in  a  very  fliort  fpacc; 
of  time ;  the  canes,  indeed,  are  confidered  to 
be   the   very   beit  green  food  that    can   be 
c;iven  to  them.     The  people  who  live  on  the 
borders  of  the  Swamp  drive  all  their  cattle  into 
it  to  feed ;  care  however  is  taken  to  train  them 
to  come  back  regularly   to  the  farms  every 
night  by  themfjlves,  otherwife  it  would  beim- 
poilible  to  find  them.     This    is  effedled  by 
turning  into  the  Swamp  with  them,  for  the  firft 
few  weeks  they  arc  fent  thither  to  feed,  two  or 
three  old  milch  cows  accullomeJ  to  the  place, 
round  whofe  necks  are  faftened  fmall  bells. 
J  he  cows  come  back  every  evening  to  be 
nnlkud  ;  the  rcll  of  the  cattle  herd  with  thefe, 
following  the  noife  cf  the  bells,  and  when  they 
n  turn  to  tiic  laiin  a  handful  of  fait,  or  iomC' 
4Hit»l  N  2         •  tiling 
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thing  of  which  they  are  equally  fond,  is'giveii 
to  each  as  an  inducer  .^nt  for  them  to  return 
again.  In  a  fliort  time  the  cattle  become  fa- 
miliar with  the  place,  and  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  from  the  firft  day  to  return,  they  regu- 
larly walk  to  the  farms  every  evening. 

In  the  interior  parts  of  the  Swamp  large 
herds  of  wild  cattle  are  found,  moft  probably 
originally  loft  on  being  turned  in  to  feed. 
Bears,  wolves,  deer,  and  other  wild  indigenous 
animals,  are  alio  met  with  there.  Stories  are 
common  in  the  neighbourhood  of  wild  men 
having  been  found  in  it,  who  were  loft,  it  is 
fuppofed,  in  the  Swamp  when  children,  tx 
!ai  The  Swamp  varies  very  much  in  different 
parts ;  in  fome,  the  furface  of  it  is  quite  dry, 
and  firm  enough  to  bear  a  horfe  ;  in  others  it 
is  overflowed  with  water;  and  elfewhere  (o 
miry  that  a  man  would  fink  up  to  his  neck 
if  he  attempted  to  walk  upon  it ;  in  the 
drieft  part,  if  a  trench  is  cut  only  a  few  feet 
deep,  the  water  gu(hes  in,  and  it  is  filled  im- 
mediately. Where  the  canal  to  connect  the 
water  of  Albemarle  Sound  with  Norfolk  is 
cut,  the  water  in  many  places  flows  in  from 
the  fides,  at  the  depth  of  thrc  feet  from  the 
inrficc,  in  large  ttreams,  without  intcrmiliion  ; 
in  its  colour  it  cxadly  refeiiibles  brandy, 
which  is  fiippofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the 
roots  of  the  juiiincr  trees  ;  it  is  perfcdtly  tlciu- 
•  >:  hu^wevcr. 
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4io\vever,  and  by  no  means  unpalatable  -,  it 
is  faid  to  pofTefs  a  diuretic  quality,  and  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  think  it 
very  wholefome,  prefer  it  ta  any  other.  Cer- 
tainly there  is  fomething  very  uncommon  in 
the  nature  of  this  Swamp,  for  the  people 
living  upon  the  borders  of  it,  do  not  fuffer  by 
^cvcr  and  ague,  or  bilious  complaints,  as  is 
generally  the  cafe  with  thofe  refident  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  other  fwamps  andmarflies. 
Whether  it  is  the  medicinal  quality  of  the 
water,  however,  which  keeps  them  in  better 
•health  or  not,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine. 

As  the  Difmal  Swamp  lies  fo  very  near  to 
Norfolk,  where  there  is  a  conftant  demand 
for  fliingles,  flaves,  &;c.  for  exportation,  and 
as  the  very  bed  of  ihefe  diflerent  articles  are 
made  from  the  trees  growing  upon  the  fwamp, 
it  of  courfe  becomes  a  very  valuable  fpecies 
of  property.  The  canal  which  is  now  cutting 
Through  it,  will  alfo  enhance  its  value,  as 
when  it  is  completed,  lumber  can  then  be 
readily  fent  from  the  remotefl:  narf^.  The 
more  fouthern  p;irts  of  it,  when  cleaicd,  an- 
fwer  uncommonly  well  for  the  culture  of  rice ; 
but  in  the  neighbourhood  ot"  Norfolk,  a^  far 
as  ten  fctt  deep  from  the  furface,  there  feems 
to  be  nothin<x  hut  roots  and  fibres  of  differ- 
cnt  herbs  mixed  with  a  whitidi  fanJ,  which 
would  not  anfvver  for  the  purpofe,  as  rice 
•■  ;    '  '^    '  ■•  N  3      .',/;(   'fi:  »    requires 
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requires  a  very  rich  foil.  The  trees,  however, 
that  grow  upon  it,  are  a  moft  profitable  crop, 
and  inflead  of  cutting  them  all  down  promif- 
cuoufly,  as  commonly  is  done,  they  only  fell 
fuch  as  have  attained  a  large  fize,  by  which 
means  they  have  a  continued  fucceflion  for  the 
manufadture  of  thofe  articles  I  mentioned. 
Eighty  thoufand  acres  of  the  Swamp  are  the 
property  of  a  company  incorporated  under  the 
title  of  "  The  Difmal  Swamp  Company."  Be- 
fore the  war  broke  out  a  large  number  of  ne- 
groes was  conftantly  employed  by  the  com- 
pany in  cutting  and  manufaduring  ll:aves,6cc. 
and  their  affairs  were  going  on  very  profpe- 
rouflyj  but  at  the  time  that  Noriblk  was  burnt 
they  loft  ail  their  negroes,  and  very  little  has 
■been  done  by  them  fince.  The  lumber  that 
is  now  fent  to  Norfolk,  is  taken  principally 
off  thofe  parts  of  the  fvvamp  which  are  private 
•property*  'jr-rri    ■^- •,  .    r;ri»    ?  t 

j)      From  the  Difmal  Swamp  to  Richmond,  a 
•:  diftance  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles, 
along  the  fouth-fide  of  James  River,  the  coun- 
try is  flat  and  fandy,  and  for  miles  together 
entirely  covered  with  pine  trees.     In  Nanfe- 
monde  county,  bordering  on  the  Swamp,  the 
-  foil  is  fo   poor  that  but  very  little  corn  en- 
grain is  raifed  j  it  anfwers  well  however  for 
:  peach  orchards,  which  are  found  to  be  very 
'profitable.      From   the  peaches  they  make 
'yni^m  t  r;  brandy. 
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brandy,  and  when  properly  matured  It  is  an 
exccii.ent  liquor,  and  much  edecmedj  they 
give  it  a  very  delicious  flavour  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  by  miufmgdriijd  pears  in  it. 
Spirit  and  water  is  the  univcrfal  beverage 
throughout  Virginia.  They  iviip  rnake  conli- 
derable  quaiitities  of  tar  and  pitch  from  the 
pine  trees.  For  this  purpofe  a  fort  of  pit  is 
dug,  in  which  they  burn  large  piles  of  the 
trees.  The  tar  runs  out,  and  is  depofited  at 
the  bottom  of  the  pit,  from  whence  it  is  taken, 
cleared  of  the  bits  of  charcoal  tliat  may  be 
mixed  with  it,  and  put  into  barrels.  The  tar, 
iafpillated  by  boiling,  makes  pitch,  h^i  un.,  , 
The  accommodation  at  the  ta\erns  along 
this  road  I  lound  mofl  wretched  j  nodiing 
was  to  be  had  but  rancid  fiib,  iat  f  Jt  pork,  and 
bread  made  of  Indian  corn.  For  this  indiffe- 
rent fare  alio  I  had  to  waitottentimcs  an  hour 
«Dr  two.  Indian  corn  bread,  if  well  made, 
is  tolerably  good,  but  very  few  people  can 
rclilh  it  on  the  tirft  trial  j  it  is  a  coarfe,  ftrong 
kind  of  bread,  which  has  Ibmething  of  the 
tafte  of  that  made  from  oits.  The  heft  way 
of  prcparirjg  it  is  in  cakes  i  the  large  loaves 
made  of  it  are  always  hkc  dough  in  the 
middle.  There  is  a  diih  alfo  which  they 
make  of  Indian  corn,  very  common  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Muivland,  called  *•  hominy."  It 
ioniilts  of  pounded  Indian  corn  and  beans 
.  <^-ii*»iw  M  4  boiled 
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boiled  together  with  milk  till  the  whole  maf^ 
becomes:  firm.  This  is  eat,  either  hot  or  cold> 
with  bacon,  or  with  other  meat. 

As  for  my  horfes,  they  were  almoft  ftarved;* 
Hay  is  fcarcely  ever  made  ufe  of  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  but  in  place  of  it  they  feed 
their  cattle  upon  fodder,  that  is,  the  leaves  of 
the  Indian  corn  plant.  Not  a  bit  of  fodder> 
however,  was  to  be  had  on  the  whole  road 
from  Norfolk  to  Richmond,  excepting  at  two 
places ;  and  the  feafon  having  been  remark- 
ably dry,  the  little  grafs  that  had  fprung  up 
had  been  eat  down  every  where  by  the  cattle 
in  the  country.  Oats  were  not  to  be  had  on 
any  terms ;  and  Indian  corn  was  fo  fcarce,  that 
I  had  frequently  to  fend  to  one  or  two  diffe- 
rent houfes  before  I  could  get  even  fufficient 
to  give  one  feed  each  to  my  horfes.  The 
people  I  a  the  country  endeavoured  to  account 
for  this  fcarcity,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  har- 
vest the  preceding  year ;  but  the  fa(5t,  I  be- 
lieve, was,  that  corn  for  exportation  having 
been  in  great  demand,  and  a  moft  enormous 
price  offered  f c  i  it,  the  people  had  been  tempt- 
ed to  dilpofe  of  a  great  deal  more  than  they 
could  well  fpare.  Each  perfon  was  eager  to 
fell  his  own  corn  to  fuch  advantage,  and  de^ 
penned  upon  [retting  fupplied  by  his  neigh- 
hour,  fo  that  they  were  all  reduced  to  want. 

Peterlburgh  Hands  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
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vigable  part  of  Apf^  .^atox  River,  and  is  the 
only  place  of  conrequencefouth6f  James 
River,  between  Norfolk  and  Richmond. 
The  reft  of  the  towns,  which  are  hut  very 
fmall,  feem  to  be  faft  on  the  decline,  and 
prefent  a  iriiferable  and-  melancholy  nppcar- 
ance.  The  houfes  in  Pcterfburgh  amount  to 
about  three  hundred  ;  they  are  built  without 
any  regularity.  The  people  who  inhabit 
them  are  moftly  foreigners ;  ten  families  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  town  that  have  been 
born  in  it.  A  very  flouridnng  trade  is  car- 
ried on  in  this  pLice.  About  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  hogflicads  of  tobacco  are  in- 
fpedted  annually  at  the  warehoufes ;  and  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Appamatox  River,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  town,  arc  fqme  of  the  beft 
ilour  mills  in  the  ftate. 

Great  crowds  were  aficmbled  at  this  place,' 
as  I  palled  through,  attradted  to  it  by  the 
horfe  races,  which  tal>e  place  four  or  five 
tiiines  in  the  year.  Horfe  racing  is  a  favourite 
amufement  in  Virginia  -,  and  it  is  carried  on 
with  fpirit  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate.  The 
heft  bred  horfcs  which  they  have  are  imported 
from  Endand  :  but  ftill  fome  of  thofe  raifcd 
at  home  are  very  good.  They  ufually  run  for 
purfcs  made  up  by  fubfcription.  The  only 
particular  circumftance  in  their  mode  of  car- 
rying on  their  races  in  Virginia  is,  that  they 
■'"■'^-"  •  always 
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alwuyy  run  to  the  left;  the  liorfcs  are  coni- 
iiionly  rode  by  negro  boys,  Ibme  of  vvhonx 
arc  really  gooti  jockics. 

The  horfcs  in  coxxmon  ufe  in  Virginia  arc 
all  of  a  light  defcription,  chiei3y  adapted  for 
the  faddle;  fonie  of  them  are  handfomc,  but 
thev  are  for  the  moll:  part  fpoiled  by  the  Mie 
gaits  which  they  are  taught.  The  Virginians 
are  wretched  horfemen,  as  indeed  arc  all  the 
Americans  1  ever  met  with,  excepting  fome 
few  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York. 
They  fit  with  their  toes  juft  under  the  horfe's 
nofe,  their  flirrnps  being  left  extremely  long, 
and  the  faddle  put  about  three  or  four  inches 
forward  on  the  mane.  As  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  reins,  it  is  what  they  have  no 
conception  of,     A  trot  is  odious  to  them,  and 

*  they  exprefs   the  utmoll   aftoni(hment  at  a 
'  pcrfon  who  can  like  that  uneafy  gait,  as  they 

call  it.  The  favourite  gaits  which  all  their 
liorfes  are  taught,  are  a  pace  and  a  wrack.  \\\ 
■  the  firft,  the  animal  moves  his  two  feet  on 
c  one  fide  at  the  fame  time,  and  gets  on  with 
a  fort  of  fliuffling  motion,  being  unable  to 
Jprlng  from  the  ground  on  thefe  two  feet  as 

•  in  a  trot.  We  fliould  call  this  an  unnatural 
gait,  as  none  of  our  horfcs  would  ever  move 
in  that  manner  without  a  rider  j  but  the  Ame- 

:  ricans  inlld  upon  it  that  it  is  otherwife,  be- 

taul'e  many  of  their  foals  pace  as  fuon  qs  born. 

.  ,a  \  Tl\c(e 
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Thefe  kind  of  horfes  are  called  *'  natural 
pacers,"  and  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  difii- 
culty  to  make  them  move  in  any  other  man-, 
ner ;  but  it  is  not  one  horfe  in  five  hundred 
that  would  pace  without  being  taught.  In 
the  wrack,  the  horfe  gallops  with  his  fore 
feet,  and  trots  with  thofe  behind.  This  is  a 
gait  equally  devoid  of  grace  with  the  other, 
and  equally  contrary  to  nature  ;  it  is  very  fa- 
tiguing alfo  to  the  hcrfe  ;  but  the  Virginian 
iinds  it  more  conducive  to  his  cafe  than  a  fair 
gallop,  and  this  circumflance  banilhes  every 
other  coniideration.  >  i  ^>a-  r;^  u  ij  ..li ..  ;.i... 
-  The  people  in  this  part  of  the  country,  bor- 
(■'-•ring  upon  James  River,  arc  extremely  fond 
of  an  entertainment  which  they  call  a  bar- 
bacue.  It  confifts  in  a  large  party  meeting  to- 
gether, either  under  fome  trees,  or  in  a  houfc, 
to  partake  of  a  fturgeon  or  pig  roafled  in  the 
open  air,  on  a  fort  of  hurdle,  over  a  flow  fire ; 
tliis,  however,  is  an  entertainmen:  chiefly 
confined  to  the  lower  ranks,  and,  liKe  inoft 
others  of  the  fame  nature,  it  generally  ends 
in  intoxication. 

Richmond, the  capital  of  Virglnia,is  fituated 
immediately  below  the  Falls  otjames  River,  on 
the  nortli  fide.  The  river  oppofite  to  the  tovvi\ 
is  about  lour  hundred  yards  v/ide,  and  is  croiied 
by  means  of  two  bridges,  which  are  fcparated 

by  an  ifland  that  lies  nearly  in  the  middle  of 
.  Jt;  I  .      '  the 
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the  river.  The  bridge,  leading  from  the  foutU 
j(hore  to  the  ifland,  is  built  upon  fifteen  large 
liat-bottomed  boats,  kept  ftationary  in  the  river 
by  ftrong  chains  and  anchors.  The  bows  of 
them,  which  are  very  fliarp,are  put  againft  the 
ftream,  and  fore  and  aft  there  is  a  ftrong  beam, 
upon  which  the  piers  of  the  bridge  reft.  Be- 
tween the  ifland  and  the  town,  the  water  being 
lliallov/er,  the  bridge  is  built  upon  piers  formed 
of  fquare  cafements  of  logs  filled  with  ftones. 
To  this  there  is  no  railing,  and  the  boards  with 
which  it  is  covered  are  fo  loofe,  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  ride  a  horfe  acrofs  it  that  is  not  ac- 
cuilomed  to  it.  The  bridges  thrown  acrofs  this 
river,  oppofite  the  town,  have  repeatedly  been 
carried  away;  it  is  thought  idle,  therefore,  to 
go  to  the  expence  of  a  better  one  than  what 
€xifts  at  prcfent.  The  ftrongeft  ftone  bridge 
could  hardly  refift  the  bodies  of  ice  that  are 
hurried  down  the  Falls  by  the  floods  on  the 
breaking  up  of  a  fevere  winter. 
,;  Though  the  houies  in  Richmond  are  not 
more  than  feven  hundred  in  number,  yet  they 
extend  nearly  one  mile  and  a  half  along  the 
banks  of  the  river.  The  lower  part  of  the 
town,  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  river,  is 
built  clofe  to  the  water,  and  oppofitc  to  it  lies 
the  Ihippingi  this  is  connected  with  the  upper 
town  by  a  long  ftreet,  which  runs  parallel  to  the 
couric  of  the  rivei:,  about  fifty  yards  removed 
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from  the  banks.  The  lituation  of  the  upper 
town  is  very  plealing ;  it  ftands  on  an  elevated 
fpot,  and  commands  a  fine  proiped:  of  the  Falls 
of  the  river,  and  of  the  adjacent  country  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  The  beft  houfes  (land  here,  and 
alfo  the  capitol  or  ftatehoufe.  From  the  op- 
pofite fide  of  the  river  this  building  appears 
extremely  well,  as  its  defeds  cannot  be  ob- 
ferved  at  that  diftance,  but  on  a  clofer  in- 
fpedtion  it  proves  to  be  a  clumfy  illihcpen  pile. 
The  original  plan  was  fent  over  from  France 
by  Mr.  JefFerfon,  and  had  great  merit ;  but  his 
ingenious  countrymen  thought  they  could  im- 
prove it,  and  to  do  fo,  placed  what  was  in- 
tended for  the  attic  ftviry,  in  the  plan,  at  the 
bottom,  and  put  the  columns  on  the  top  of  it. 
In  many  other  refpefts,  likewife,  the  plan  was 
inverted.  This  building  is  finilhed  entirely  with 
red  brick ;  even  the  columns  themfelves  are 
formed  of  brick ;  but  to  make  them  appear  like 
flone,  they  have  been  partially  whitened  with 
common  whitewaOi.  The  infide  of  the  build- 
ing is  but  very  little  better  than  its  exterior 
■  part.  The  principal  room  is  for  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives ;  this  is  ufed  alfo  for  divine 
fervice,  as  there  is  no  fnch  thine:  as  a  church 
in  the  town.  The  vellibule  is  circular, and  very 
dark  j  it  is  to  be  ornamented  with  a  ihitue  of 
General  WaHungton,  executed  by  an  emi- 
nent artill  in  France,  which  arrived  while   i 
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was  in  the  town.  U;>]v  and  ill  contrived  ;is 
this  building  is,  a  ftrangcr  nifnR'  not  attempt  ta 
find  fault  with  any  part  of  it,  for  it  is  looked 
upon  by  the  inhabitants  as  a  mofl  elegant 
fabric.  f-^-^r--  --a-"  'v^-fl-.  f' 

The  Falls  in  the  river,  or  thcR.apIds,  as  they 
iliould  be  called,  extend  fix  miles  above  the 
city,  in  the  conrfe  of  which  there  is  a  defcent 
of  about  eia;hty  feet.  The  ri\'cr  is  here  full 
of  larre  rocks,  an  i  the  v/atcr  rulhes  over  them 
in  CnviC  places  with  great  impetuolity.  A 
dnal  is  completed  at  the  nortli  fide  of  thefe 
F;ills,  which  renders  the  navigation  complete 
from  Richmond  to  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  at 
particular  times  of  the  year,  boats  with  light 
burthens  can  proceed  flill  higher  up.  In  the 
river,  oppofite  the  town,  are  no  more  than 
levcn  feet  water,  but  ten  miles  lower  down 
about  twelve  feet.  Moil-  of  the  veflels  trading 
to  Richmond  unlade  the  greater  part  of  their 
cargoes  at  this  jiUice  into  river  craft,  and  then 
proceed  up  to  tlie  town,  Tmde  is  carried  on 
here  chiefly  by  foreigners,  as  tlie  Virginians 
have  but  little  inclination  for  it,  and  are  too 
fond  of  amulemcnt  to  purfue  it  with  much 
fiiccefs. 

Richmond  contains  about  four  tlionfind  in- 
habitants, one  hiilfofwhom  are  Haves.  Ainonrrll 
the  freemen  are  numbers  of  lawyers,  who,  with 
the  olliccrs  of  the  flats  gi.vernnx'nc,anv.l  lb .  efAl 
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that  live  retired  on  their  fortunes,  refide  in  the 
upper  town  j  the  other  part  is  inhabited  prin- 
cipally by  the  traders.  'h-'r  -i. 

Perhaps  in  no  place  of  the  fame  fize  in  the 
world  is  there  more  gambling  going  forward 
than  in  Richmond.     I   had  fcarccly  alighted 
from  my  horfe  at  the  tavern,  when  the  landlord 
came  to  aflc  what  gamx  I  was  mofl:  partial  to, 
as  in  fuch  a  room  there  was  a  faro  table,  in 
another  a  hazard  table,   in  a  third  a  billiard 
table,   to  any  one  of  which  he  was  ready  tD 
condud  me.     Not  the  fmallcll  fecrecy  is  em- 
ployed in  keeping  thefe  tables;    tliey  are  al- 
ways crowded  with  people,  and  the  doors  of 
the  apartment  arc  only  (liut  to  prevent  the  rab- 
ble from  coniin;>  in.     Indeed,  tlirour-hout  the 
lower  parts  of  the  country  in  Virginia,  and  alio 
in  that  part  of  Maryland  next  to  it,   there   i-; 
fcarcely  a  petty  tavern  without  a  billiard  room, 
and  this  is  always  full  of  a  fct  of  idle  low-lived 
fellows,  drinking  fpirits  or  playing  cards,  if  not 
engaged  at  the  table.     Coc  k-fighiing  is  alio 
another  favourite  diverfion.  It  is  chieily,  how- 
ever, the  lower  clafs  of  people  that  partake  of 
thefe  amufements  at  the  taverns;  in  private 
there  is,  pcrliaps,  as  little  gambling  in  Virginia 
ns  in  any  other  partof  Ameri.a.    The  ( ii\  uni- 
jbncc   of  having  the  taverns  thuij  inllflcd  Ly 
fuch  a  let   of  |>cc)ple,   renders  travelling  ex- 
tremely nnj>kai'ant.     Many  tinKS  I  h.u'c  hc^n 
i:.,h  *  fi.'iccd 
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forced  to  proceed  much  farther  in  a  day  than 
1  have  wiihed,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fcehes  of 
rioting  and  quarrelling  that  I  have  met  with  at 
the  taverns,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  efcape  as 
long  as  you  remain  in  the  fame  houfe  where 
they  are  carried  on,  for  every  apartment  is 
coniidcred  as  common,  and  that  room  in 
which  a  ftranger  lits  down  is  fure  to  be  the 
moft  frequented. 

Whenever  thcfe  people  come  to  blows,  they 
fight  juil  like  wild  bcails,  biting,  kicking,  and 
endeavouring  to  te.ir  each  other's  eyes  out  with 
their  nails.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to 
meet  with  thofe  who  have  loll  an  eye  in  a 
combat,  and  there  are  men  who  pride  them- 
lelves  upon  the  dexterity  with  which  they  can 
fcoop  one  out.  This  is  called  gouging.  To 
perform  the  horrid  operation,  the  combatant 
twifts  his  forefingers  in  the  fide  locks  of  his 
iiiivcrfary's  hair,  and  tlien  applies  Ijis  thumbs 
to  the  bottom  of  tlie  eye,  to  force  it  out  of  the 
focket.  If  ever  there  is  a  battle,  in  which 
jieither  of  thofe  engaged  lofes  a!i  eye,  their 
faces  arc  however  gererally  cut  in  a  (hocking 
manner  with  the  thumb  nails,  in  the  many 
attempts  which  are  made  at  gouging.  But 
what  is  worfc  than  all,  thefe  wietchcii  in  their 
tinribat  endeavour  to  their  utmoil  to  icw  out 
each  other's'  tenidc;.  Four  or  five  inflancc!, 
tame  within  my  own  oblcrvation,  as  I  pnflcd 

through 


tliroagkMaiiykad^nd  Virgima,  of  men  being 
confincdint'thetr  beds  from  the  injuries  which 
they  had  (teemed  of  this  nature  m  a  fight.  In 
the  Carol inas  ^md  Georgia,  I  have  been  credi- 
bly afTured,  that  the  people  are  ftill  more  de- 
praved in  this  refped:  than  in  Virginia,  and 
that  in  fdmc  particular  parts  of  thefe  flates, 
every  third  or  fourth  man  appears  with  one 
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Defcription  of  yirginia  betnOecn  Richmond  and 
the  Mountains.— ^Fragrance  of  Fhusts  and 
Shrubs  in  the  Woods. -^Meiody  of  the  Birds. — * 
'  Of  the  Birds  of  Virginia. — Mocking  Bird-^ 
«  B/ue  Bird-^Red  Bird,  ^c.-^Singular  Noifei 
■^  of' the  Frogs. — Columbia,^- Magazine  there, 
'  "-^Fire  Fiies  in  the  Woods. — Qreen  Sp rings, ^^ 

*  Wretchednefs  of  the  Accommodation  there.— ^ 
Difficulty  of  fn ding  the  Way  through  the 

\  Woods.-^Serpents-^Rattle  Snake '-^Copper 
'^  Snake-^Biack  Snake. — South'iffejiy  or  Green 
^^  Mountains.*^Soil  of  th em. ^^ Mountain  *tor>^ 
"^  rents  do  great  Damage. — Salubrity  of'  the 

*  Climate.-^Or^at  Beauty  of  the  Peafantry.-^ 

*  Many  Qekt-kmen  i>f  Property  living  here. — 
Vol.  I.  O.  Monticel/o, 
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Monticellot  the  Seat  of  Mr,  'j.effenfon.-^Vine^ 

yards.— ^Obfervations  on  the  Cuiture  of  the 

^  Grape ^  and  the  Manufadlure  of^ine, 

piAVlI^G  Hald   at   Richmond   fomewhat 
longer  than  a  week,  which  I  found  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  if  it  had  only  been  to  recruit 
the  ilrength  of  my  horfes,  that  had  been  half 
ilarved  in  coming  from  Norfolk,  I  proceeded 
in   a  north-wefterly    diredlion   tovyards   the 
South-weft  or  Gi'een  Mountains.     '^   '-»'*'-''' 
The  country  about  Richmond  is  fandy,  but 
not  fo  much  fo,  nor  as  flat  as  on  the  fouth-fide 
of  James  River  towards  the  fea.   It  now  wore 
a  moft  pleafmg  afpedt.  The  firft  Week  in  May 
had  arrived ;  the  trees  had  obtained  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  their  foliage,  and  the  air  in  the 
woods  was  perfumed  with  the  flagrant  fmell 
of  numberlefs  flowers  and  flowering  (hrubs, 
which  fprang  up  on  all  fides.     The  mufic  of 
the  birds  was  alfo  delightful.      It  is  thought 
that  in  Virginia  the  flnging  birds  are  flner  than 
what  are  to  be  met  with  on  any  other  part  of 
the  continent,  as  the  climate  is  more  congenial 
to  them,  being  neither  fo  intenfely  hot  in  fum- 
mer  as  that  of  the  Carolinas,  nor  io  cold  in 
winter  as  that  of  the  more  northern  ftatcs. 
The  notes  of  the  mocking  bird  or  Virginian 
nightingale  arc  in  particular  moil  melodious. 
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This  bird  is  of  the  colour  and  about  the  fiz«, 
of  a  thrufh,  but  more  flender ;  it  imitateji  the 
fong  of  every  other  bird,  but  with  increafed 
ftrength  and  fweetnefs.  The  bird  whofe  fong 
it  mocks  generally  flies  away,  as  if  confcious  of 
being  excelled  by  the  other,  and  dilTatisfied 
with  its  own  powers.  It  is  a  remark,  how- 
ever, made  by  Catefby,  and  which  appears  to 
be  a  very  juft  one,  that  the  birds  in  America 
are  much  inferior  to  thofe  in  Europe  in  the 
melody  of  their  notes,  but  that  they  are  fupe- 
rior  in  point  of  plumage.  I  know  of  no  Ameri- 
can bird  that  has  the  rich  mellow  note  of  our 
black-bird,  the  fprightly  note  of  the  fky-lark, 
or  the  fweet  and  plaintive  one  of  the  nightin- 
gale. ;      .:,,,r'r/  ,"    1'     I   ,   ^'       r 

After  having  liftened  to  the  mocking  bird, 
there  is  no  novelty  in  hearing  the  fong  of  any 
other  bird  in  the  country ;  and  indeed  their 
fongs  are  for  the  moil  part  but  very  (imple  in 
themfelvcs,  though  combined  they  are  plcaf- 
ing. 

The  mofl:  remarkable  for  their  plumage  of 
thofe  commonly  met  with,  are,  tlic  blue  bird 
and  the  red  bird.  The  fird  is  about  the  fizc 
of  a  linnet ;  its  back,  head,  and  wings  are  of 
dark  yet  bright  blue ;  when  flying  the  plumage 
appears  to  the  greatcft  advantage.  The  red 
bird  is  larger  than  a  iky  lark,  though  fmaller 
than  a  thrudi ;  it  is  of  a  vermilion  colour,  and 
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bas  a  fmall  tuft  bhi  its  head.  A  few  hlimmirig 
birds  make  their  appearance  irt  fiimmer,  but 
their  plumage  is  not  fp  beautiful  as  thofe  found 
more  to  the  fouthward. 

Of  the  other  common  birds  there  are  but 
few  worth  notice.     Doves  and  quaih,  or  par- 
tridges as  they  are  fometimes   Called,  afford 
good  diverfion  for  the  fportfman.     Thefe  lad 
birds  in  their  habits  are  exadly  fimilar   to 
European  partridges,  excepting  that  tbey  alight 
fometimes  upon  trees ;  their  fize  is  that  of  the 
quail,  but  they  are  neither  the  fame  as  the  Fng- 
lifli  quail  or  the  Englifh  partridge.     It  is  the 
fame  with  many  other  birds,  as  jays,  robins, 
larks,  pheafants,  &c.  which  were  called  by 
the  EnglKh  fettlers  after  the  birds  of  the  lame 
/laiiie  in  England,  becaufe  they  bore  fome  re- 
femblance  to  them,  though  in  fadt  they  are 
materially  different.  In  the  lower  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  the  fouthward,  are  great  numbers 
of  large  birds,  called  turkey  buz^^ards,  which, 
when  mounted  aloft  on  the  wing,  lock  like 
eagles.     In  Carolina  there  is  a  law  prohibiting 
the  killing  thefe   birds,  as   they  feed  upon 
putrid   carcafes,   and  therefore  contribute  to 
keep  the  air  wholefome.      There  is  only  one 
bird  more  which  I  (hall  mention,  the  whipper- 
will,   or  whip-poor-will,  as  it  is  fometimes 
called,  from  the  plaintive  noife  that  it  makes; 
to  my  ear  it  founded  wyp-6'Il.    It  begins  to 
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make  this  noife,  which  is  heard  a  great  way 
lOtF,  about  dufk,  and  continues  it  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  night.  This  bird  is  fo  very 
wary,  and  fo  few  inftances  have  occurred  of 
its  being  feen,  much  lefs  taken,  that  many 
have  imagined  the  noife  does  not  proceed  from 
a  b''  \  I  "rom  a  frog,  efp'^'^'^Uy  as  it  is  heard 
mo4t  frequently  in  the  neigi^oourhood  of  low 
grounds.       u^,-,  ^     ^  ;.^^.: 

The  frogs  in  America,  it  muft  here  be  ob- 
ferved,  make  a  moft  fingular  noife,  fome  of 
them  abfolutely  whiftliug,  whilft  others  croak 
fo  loudly,  that  it  is  difficult  at  times  to  tell 
whether  the  found  proceeds  from  a  calf  or  a 
froe:  I  have  more  than  once  been  deceived 
by  the  noife  when  walking  in  a  meadow. 
Thefe  laft  frogs  are  called  bull  frogs ;  they 
tnoflly  keep  in  pairs,  and  are  never  found  but 
where  there  is  good  water ;  their  bodies  are 
from  four  to  feven  inches  long,  and  their  legs 
are  in  proportion  j  they  are  extremely  a<^iye, 
^nd  take  prodigious  leaps. 

The  jfirft;  town  I  reached  on  going  towards 
the  mountains  was  Columbia,  or  Point  of  Fork, 
as  it  is  -called  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is 
fituated  about  £xty  mijes  above  Richmond,  at 
the  confluence  of  Rivanna  and  Fluvanna  rivers, 
which  united  form  James  River,  This  is  a 
flouridiing  little  place,  containing  abou^  forty 
houfcs>  and  a  warehoufe  for  the  infpedtion  of 
,hta  O  3  tobacco. 
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tpl>aq^Ovi  Qp  the, neck  of  lan^  between  the 
two  f iyerSt  juit  oppofite  to  the  town,  is  the 
magazir^e  of  the  ftate,  in  which  are  kept 
twelve  thoufand  ftand  of  arms,  and  about  thirty 
tons  of  povyder.  The  low  lands  bordering 
upon  the  river  in  this  neighbourhood  are  ex- 
tremely valuable,    -r  ^-ft 
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From  Columbia  to  the  Green  Springs,  about 
twenty  miles  farther  on,  the  road  runs  almoft 
wholly  through  a  pine  foreft,  and  is  very  lonely. 
Night  came  on  before  I  got  to  the  jcnd  of  it, 
and,  ajs  very  commonly  happens  with  travellers 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  I  foon  loft  my  way, 
A  light,  however,  fcen  through  the  trees, 
feemed  to  indicate  that  a  houfe  was  not  far 
off; ,  my  fervant  eagerly  rode  up  to  it,  but  the 
poqr  i'ellpw's  confternation  was  great  indeed 
when  he  obf^rvcd  it  moving  from  him,  pre- 
fently  coming  back,  and  then  with  fwiftnefs 
departing  again  into  the  woods.  I  was  at  a 
lofs  for  a  time  myfelf  to  account  for  the  ap- 
pearance, but  after  proceeding  a  little  farther, 
I  oblerved  the  fame  fort  of  light  in  many  other 
placeSi*  and  difmounting  from  my  horfe  to  ex- 
amine a  bufli  where  one  of  thefe  fparks  ap- 
peared to  have  fallen,  I  found  it  proceeded 
from,  the  fire  fly.  As  the  fummer  came  on, 
thefe  flies  appeared  evevy  night:  after  a  light 
i]\ow^\rin  the  afternoon,  I  have  feen  the  woods 
i))arkling  with  them  in  every  quarter.  The 
..   .       .  light 
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light  is  emitted  from  the  tail^  and  the  animal 
has  the  powerof  emitting  it  or  aot  at  plcafure. 
'•  After  wandering  ahoat  till  it  was  near 
eleven  o'clock,  a  plantation  at  laft  appeared, 
and  having  got  frefli  information  refpedring 
the  road  from  the  negroes  in  the  quarter,  who 
generally  fit  up  half  the  night,  and  over  a  fire 
in  all  feafons,  I  again  fet  out  for  the  Green 
Springs.  With  fome  difficulty  I  at  laft  found 
the  way,  and  arrived  there  about  midnight. 
The  hour  was  fo  unfeafonable,  that  the  people 
at  the  tavern  were  very  unwilling  to  open  their 
doors;  and  it  was  not  till  I  had  related  the  hif- 
tory  of  my  adventures  from  the  laft  ftage  two 
or  three  times  that  they  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  let  me  in.  At  laft  a  tall  fellow  in  his 
Ihirt  came , grumbling  to  the  door,  and  told  me 
I  might  come  in  if  I  would.  I  had  now  a  par- 
ley for  another  quarter  of  an  hour  to  perfiiade 
him  togive  me  fome  corn  for  my  horiesi  which 
he  was  very  unwilling  to  do  -,  but  at  laft  he 
complied^  though  much  ag^tinft  his  inclina- 
tion, and  unlocked  the  ftable  door.  Returning 
to  the  houie,  I  was  lliewn  into  a  room  about 
ten  feet  ijqua.re,  in  which  were  two  filthy  beds 
fvvarming  with  bugs;  the  ceiling  had  moul- 
dered away,  and  the  walls  admitted  light  in 
ices  ;  it  was  a  happy  circumftance, 
hat  thcfe  apertures  were  in  the  wall. 
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for:  the  windokvittf  the*  apartment  Jvvas  inltaf- 
ficient  in  itfelf  to  admit  either  light  or  frelh 
aiFi ,    Here  I  wouldl  fain  have  gjotfomething  to 
eatr^  if  poflible,  but  not  even  fo  moch  as  a  piece 
of  breiid  was  to  he  had;  indeed,  in' this  part; 
of  the  country  they  feldom  thinit  of  keeping 
bread  ready  made>   hut  juft  prepare  fuflicient 
for  the  meal  about  lialf  an  hour  before  it  is 
wanted,  and  then  ferve  it  hot.   i  Unable  there- 
fore to  procure  any  food,  and  fatigued  with  a 
long  journey  during  a  parching  day,  I  threw 
myfelf  down  on  one  of  the  beds  in  my  clothes, 
and  enjoyed  a  profound  repofci  notwithftand-» 
ing  the  repeated  onfets  of  the  bugs  and  other 
vermin  with  which  I  was  molefted^ifMtT!?'i  -^f 
.,,iJ^eiides  the  tavern  and  the  quarters  of  thq 
Haves,  there  is  but  one  more  building  at  this 
place.    This  is  a  large  farm  houfe,  where  peo-» 
pie  that  refort  to  the  fprings  are  accommodated 
with  kxlgings,  about  as  good  as  thole  at  the 
taverxJ.  Thefe  habitations  ftand  in  the  center 
of  a  cleared  fpot  of  land  of  about  fifty  acres, 
fanonnded  entirely  with  wood.     The  fprings 
are  jufton  the  margin  of  the  wood,  at  the 
bottomiof  a  flope,  which  begins  at  the  houfes, 
and  are  covered  with  a  few  boards,  merely  to 
keep  iUbe  leaM^S  from  falling  in.     The  waters 
are  chdlybeajtcand  are  drank  chiefly  by  per- 
f(ua»>f,ftOjn-!thci  iowvcountry,  whofe  cpnftitu^ 
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.  Having  \breakfafted  in  tliei  morning ^^t  this 
niiferable little  place,  I  proceededbh  my  joai*- 
jiey  up  this  South-weft  Mountain;  In  the 
courfe  of  the  day's  ride  I  bbferved  a  great 
number  of  fnakes,  which  were  now  beginning 
to  come  forth  from  their  holes.  I  kilJed  a 
black  one,  that  I  found  deeping,  ftretched  acrofs 
the  road  J  it  was  five  feet  in  length.  The  black 
fnake  is  more  commonly  met  with  than  any 
other  in  this  part  of  America,  and  is  ufually 
from  fdor  to  fix  feet  in  length.  In  proportion 
to  the  length  it  is  extremely  flender  j  the  back 
is  perfedly  bkck,  the  belly  lead  colout^,  in^ 
dining  x<b  white  towards  the  throat.  The 
bite  of  thia  fnake  is  not  poifonous,  and  the 
people  in  that  country  are  not  generally  inclin-. 
cd  to  kill  it,  from  its  g  eat  utility  in  defti'dyirtg 
rats  and  mice.  It  is  wonderfully  fond  of  milk, 
and  is  frequently  found  in  the  dairies,  Which 
in  Virginia  are  for  the  moft  part  in  Imv  fitua- 
tions,  like  cellars,  as  the  milk  could  not  othcN 
wife  be  kept  fweet  for  two  hours  tbgether  irt 
fummer  time.  The  black  fnake,  at  the  time 
of  copulation,  immediately  purfues  any  perfoii 
who  comes  in  fight,  and  with  fuCh  fWifc^efs, 
that  the  heft  runner  cannot  efcape  from  him 
upon  even  ground.  Many  other  forts  of  harfti- 
Jefs  fnakes  are  found  here,  fome  of  which  are 
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beautifully  variegated,  as  th^  garter*  the  rib- 
bon, the  bluciOj  green  fnake,  &c.  &c.  Of 
the  venomous  kind,  the  moft  com6ion  are  the 
rattle  fnake,  and  the  copper  or  moccaffin  fnake. 
The  former  is  found  chiefly  on  the  mountains;; 
but  although  frequently  met  with,  it  is  very 
rarely  that  people  are  bitten  by  it ;  fcarcely  a 
lummer,  however,  pafies  over  without  feveral 
being  bit  by  the  copper  fnake.  The  poifon  of 
the  latter  is  not  fp  fubtile  as  that  pf  the  rattle 
fnake,  but  it  is  very  injurious,  and  if  not  at- 
tended to  in  time,  death  will  certainly  enfuc. 
The  rattle  fnake  is  very  dull,  and  never  at- 
tacks a  perfon  that  does  not  mpkft  him  j  but, 
$t  the  ^me  time,  he  will  not  turn  out  of  the 
way  to  avoid  any  one  ;  before  he  bites,  he  al- 
ways gives  notice  by  (baking  his  jattles,  fo  that 
a  perfon  that  hears  them  can  readily  get  out  of 
his  way.  The  copper  fnake,  on  the  contrary, 
is  more  active  and  treacherous,  and^  it  is  faid, 
will  abfolutely  put  himfelf  in  the  way  of  a  per- 
fon to  bite  him.  Snakes  are  neither  fo  nu- 
merous nor  fo  venomous  in  the  northern  as  in 
the  fouthern  flates,  Hprfes,  cows,  dogs,  and 
fowl,  feem  to  have  an  innate  fenfc  of  the  dan- 
ger they  are  expofed  to  from  thefe  poifonous 
r^ptikfi*  and  will  (hew  evident  fymptoms  of 
fear  on-'approachii)g  near  them,  although  they 
are  dead  J  but  what  is  remarkable,  hogs,  fo  far 
from  being  afraid  of  them,  purfuc  and  devout 
t^fi:  ■       -  them 
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them  with  the  greateft  avidity,  totally  regard- 
lefs  of  their  bites.  It  is  fuppol'ed  that  the  great 
quantity  of  fat,  with  which  they  are  furnilhed, 
prevents  the  poiibn  from  operating  on  their 
bodies  as  on  thofe  of  other  animals.  Hog's 
lard,  it  might  therefore  reafonabiy  be  con- 
jectured, would  be  a  good  remedy  for  the  bite 
of  a  fnake :  however,  I  never  heard  of  its  being 
tried  j  the  people  generally  apply  herbs  to  the 
wound,  the  fpecilic  qualities  of  which  are 
*Nt\\  known*  It  is  a  remarkable  iiulance  of 
the  bounty  of  Providence,  that  in  all  thdi 
parts  of  the  country  where  thefe  venomous 
reptiles  abound,  thofe  herbs  whi<h  sre  the 
mofl:  certain  antidote  to  the  poiibn  are  found 
in  the  greateft  plenty. 

-.  The  South-weft  Mountains  run  nearly  pa- 
rallel to  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  arc  the  firH: 
which  you  come  to  on  going  up  the  country 
from  the  fea-coaft  in  Virginia.  Thefe  moun- 
tains are  not  lofty,  and  ought  indeed  rather 
to  be  called  hills  than  n  o^^ntains  ;  they  arc 
not  feen  till  you  come  witiiin  a  very  few  miles 
of  them,  and  the  afcent  is  lb  gradual,  that 
you  get  upon  their  top  almofl:  without  per- 
ceiving it.  ^^V^rif  finit  !>;?  hiiiooxa  5iu-vr3fii  'ni- 

■'  The  foil  here  changes  to  a  deep  argilaceous 
earth,  particularly  well  fiiited  to  the  cul- 
ture of  fmail  grain  and  clover,  and  produces 
abundant  crops.    As  this  earth,  however,  does 
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not.abforb  the  water  very  quickly,  the  farmer 
is  expofed  to  great  loffcs  from  heavy  falls  of 
rain;  the  feed  is  liable  to  be  waflied  out  of 
tlic  ground,  fo  that  feme  times  it  is  found  ne- 
ceifary  to  fow  a  field  two  or  three  different 
times  before  if  becomes  green ;  and  if  great 
care  be  not  taken  to  guard  fuch  fields  as  lie 
on  a  declivity  by  proper  trenches,  the  crops 
are  fometimes  entirely  deflroyed,  even  after 
they  arrive  at  maturity;  indeed^,; very  often, 
uotwithftanding  the  utmoft  precautions,  tht 
water  departs  from  its  ufual  ch.  nwl,  and 
fwecps  away  all  before  it.  After  heavy  tor- 
rents of  rain  J,  I  have  frequently,  ken  all  the 
ncj:rot'S  in  a  farm  difpatched  with  hoes  and 
fpiulcs  to  difi^erent  fields,  to  he  ready  to  turn 
the  courfc  of  the  water,  in  caie  itilhould  take 
an  iinprojier  direction.  On  the  fides  of  the 
iiiouiitiiiu,  whare  the  ground  has  been  worn 
ont  with  the  culture  of  tobaccOj  and  left 
\\'ii\t,  md  the  water  has  been  fufiered  to  run 
in  tliQ  fume  channel  for  a  Jengthof  time,  it  is 
furprifing  to  fee  the  depth  of  the  ravines  or 
guUieJ",  5W  they  are  called,  which  it  hfVS  formed. 
Theyi,arc  jult  [like  fo  many  precipice5>  and  arc 
infiu'mountable  barriers  to  the  palfage  from 
,ane  fltie  ^>f  th<t  mountain  to  the  other.     ' 

vNotwithilandiiig  fugh  difadvantagcs,  hovv- 
cvq,  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
th<il'9  lupuntaius  is  fu'  more  populous  than 
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tiiat  which  Ue«  towards  Richrttond ;  ami  there 
are  many  pcrfons  that  even  cohluler  it  tb  be 
the  garden  of  the  United  States.     All  the 
proda<i:tions  of  the  lower  part  of  Virginia  may 
he  had  here,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  heat 
is  never  found  to  be  fo  opprefi'ive ;  for  in  the 
hotted  months  in  the  year,  there  is  a  frefhnefs 
and  elafticity  in  the  air  unknown  in  the  low 
country.      The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold 
are  found  to  be  90"  and  6^  above  cipher,  but 
it  is  not  often   that   the   tliermometer  rifes 
above  84*,  and  the  winters  arc  fb  mild  in  ge- 
neral, that  it  is  a  very  rare  circumftance  for 
the  fnow  to  lie  for  three  daysl  together  upon 
the  ground;'/  bihi^nivmr*  itnup  .a  «i>,;<it)oi;jy'v.i 

'v:  The  falubrity  of  the  climate  is  equal  alfo 
to  that   of  any  part  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  inhabitants  have  in  confequbnce  a 
healthy  ruddy  appearance.     The  female  part 
of  the  peafantry  in  particular  is  totally  diffe- 
rent from  that  in  the  low  country.    Inftead  of 
the  pale,  fickly,  debilitated  beings^  whom  you 
meet  with  there,  you  find  amongft  thefe  moun- 
tains many  a  one  that  would  be  t  fit  fubjc<ft 
to  be  painted  for  a  Lavinia.     It  is  really  de- 
lightful to  behold  the  groups  of  females,  af- 
fembled  here,  at  times,  to  gather  the  cherrtes 
and  other  fruits  which  grow  irt  the  greatcll 
nbundance  in  the  ncii^hbourhood   of  almolt 
every  h.vbitati'juv    Their  ihapes  and  COmplcx- 
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ions  are  charmm^j  iand  the  daiiclcflhefs  of 
their  dreffes^,  which  confift  of  littlfe  more,  in 
common,  than  a  fimple  bodice  ahd  petticoat^ 
makes  them  appear  even  ftill  mo^e  engaging. 

The  common  people  in  this  neighbourhood 
appeared  to  me  to  be  of  a  more  frank  and 
open  difpofition,  more  inclined  to  hofpita- 
lity,  and  to  live  more  contentedly  on  what 
they  poffefled,  than  the  people  tjf  the  fame 
clafs  in  any  other  part  of  the  United  States  I 
pafled  through.  From  being  able,  however, 
to  procure  the  neceflaries  of  life  upon  very 
cafy  terms,  they  are  rather  of  an  indolent  ha- 
bit, and  inclined  to  diflipation.  Intoxication 
is  very  prevalent,  and  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to 
meet  with  a  man  who  docs  not  begin  the  day 
with  taking  one,  two,  or  more  drams,  as  foon 
as  he  rifes.  Brandy  is  the  liquor  which  they 
principally  ufe,  and  having  the  greatcft  abun- 
dance of  peaches,  they  make  it  at  a  very 
trifling  expence.  There  is  hardly  a  houfe  to 
be  found  with  two  rooms  in  it,  but  where  the 
inhabitants  have  a  ftill.  The  females  do  not 
lall  into  the  habit  of  intoxication  like  the  men, 
but  in  other  refpeds  they  arc  equally  dif- 
poled  to  pleafure,  and  their  morals  are  in  like 
manner  relaxed.  •:;  -    -  -4  -uy  u^  ^j'^^.  i^  -„-. 

Along  thefe  mountains  live  feveral  gcntlc- 
tncn  of  large  landed  property,  who  farm  their 
own  eflatcs,  as  ia  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia  ; 
.44  among 
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among  the,  niwber  is  Mr.  Jefferfan  *,  from 
wbofe  feax  l'4^te  this  letter.  ^His  houfe  is 
about  three  mUes  diftant  from  Charlottefville 
and  two  frQm  Milton,  which  is  on  the  head 
waters  of  Riv^nna  River.  It  is  moft  fingularly 
fituated,  being  built  upon  the  top  of  a  fmall 
mountain,  the  apex  of  which  has  been  cut  off, 
fo  as  to  leave  an  area  of  about  an  acre  and  half. 
At  prefent  itis  in  an  unfinilhed  (late;  but  if 
carried onaccording  to  the  plan  laid  down,  it  will 
be  one  of  the  moft  elegant  private  habitations^ 
in  the  United  States.  A  large  apartment  is 
laid  out  for  a  library  and  mufeum,  meant  to 
extend  th^  entire  breadth  of  the  houfe,  the 
windows  of  which  are  to  open  into  an  exten- 
five  grcen-houfe  and  aviary.  In  the  center  is 
another  very  fpacious  apartment,  of  an  octa- 
gon form,  reaching  from  the  front  to  the  rear 
of  the  houfe,  the  large  folding  glafs  doors  of 
whicii,  at  each  end,  open  under  a  portico.  An 
apartment  like  this,  extending  from  front  to 
back,  is  very  common  in  a  Virginian  houfe ; 
it  is  called  the  falcon, and  during  fummer  is  the 
one  genenally  preferred  by  tnc  family,  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  more  airy  and  fpacious  than 
any  other.  The  houfe  commmds  a  magnifi- 
cent profpe(f>  on  one  fiiie  of  the  blue  ridge  of 
mountains  fur  nearly  forty  miles,  and  on  the 
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oppoiite  one,  of  the  low  country^  m  appear-^ 
ance  like  an  extended  beath  covered  with 
trees,  the  tops  alone  of  which  arc  viilble.  The 
miils  and  vapours  ariiing  from  the  low  grounds 
give  a  continual  variety  to  the  fcenc  The 
mountain  whereon  the  houfc  ftands  is  thickly 
wooded  on  one  fide,  and  walks  are  carried 
round  it,  with  different  degrees  of  obliquity, 
running  into  each  other.  On  the  fouth  fide 
is  the  garden  and  a  large  vineyard,  that  pro- 
duces abundance  of  fine  fruit.  %m?*s<10  t 
u  Several  attempts  have  been  made  in  this 
neighbourhood  to  bring  the  manufadure  of 
wine  to  perfedtion;  none  of  them  however 
have  fucceeded  to  the  wifh  of  the  parties.  A 
fet  of  gentlemen  once  went  to  the  expencc  even 
of  getting  fix  Italians  over  for  the  purpofe,  but 
the  vines  which  the  Italians  found  growing 
here,  were  different,  is  well  as  the  foil,  from 
what  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  cultivating, 
and  they  were  not  much  more  fuccdsful  in  the 
bufincfs  than  the  people  of  the  country.  We 
mufl  notyhowtvc*',  from  hence  conclude  that 
good  wine  can  never  be  manufai^urcd  upon 
thefc  mountains.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
vines,  and  the  mode  of  cultivating  them,  vary 
as  much  in  diflferent  parts  of  Europe  as  the  foil 
in  one  country  differs  from  that  in  another. 
It  will  require  fome  time,  therefore,  and  dif- 
ferent experiments,  to  afcertain  the  particular 
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kind  of  Vilnei  laiiid  the  mode  of  cullivatlog  it, 
beil  adapted  td  the  foiV  of  thefe  mountains. 
This,  however,  having  been  once  afcertained, 
there  is  every  fcafbn  to  fuppofe  that  the  grape 
fnay  be  cultivated  to  the  greateft  perfedion, 
as  the  cHmote  is  as  favourable  for  the  purpofe 
as  that  of  any  country  in  Europe.  By  experi- 
ments alfo  it  is  by  no  means  improbable,  that 
they  w^ill,  in-  procefs  of  time,  learn  the  beft 
method  of  converting  the  juice  of  the  fruit 
into  wine.    '>   -^-^  - 
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Of  the  CoUtitry  betweeti  the  Sotith-ivejl  ami  Bfuc* 
Mountains.  —  Copper  and  Iron  Mines. — 
•  "*  hynchburgh. — Jslew  London. ^^ Armory  here. 
'*'*  '■^Defcription  of  the  Road  over  the  Blue 
"f  Mountains, — Peaks  of  Otter,  highejl  of  the 
■^  Moztntains, — Suppofed  Height. —^Much  over - 
■-^^  rated.— German  Settlers  numerous  beyond  the 
^**  Blue  Mditntdins. — Sin'^ular  Contra fi  between. 
'' '  the  Country  and  the  Inhabitants  en  each  Side 
'*"'  of  the  Mountains, — Of  the  JVeeviL-^Of  the 
''"■"  Ili/Jtan  Fly.—Bottetourt  County.— Its  SJl. 
—  Salubrity  of  the  Climate.  —  Medicinal 
'^^' Springs  herc^ — Much  frequented, '^^'^  ** 

^  '  Fmcaflle,  May. 

'T^HE  cotintVy    between    the    South- wed 

MoiintJirt5  and  the  Bhie  Ridge  is  very 

fertile,  and  it  is  thuch  more  thickly  inhabited 
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than  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia.  The  cli- 
mate is  good,  and  the  people  have  a  healthy 
and  robuft  appearance.  Several  valuable  mines 
of  iron  and  copper  have  been  difcovcred  here, 
for  the  working  of  fome  of  which,  works  have 
been  eftablifhed;  but  till  the  country  becomes 
more  populous  it  cannot  be  expcdted  that  they 
will  be  carried  on  with  much  fpirit.  ^-a 

Having  crofied  the  South-weft  Mountains, 
I  pafled  along  through  this  county  to  Lynch- 
burgh,  a  town  fituated  on  the  fouth-iide  of 
Fluvanna  River,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
above  Richmond.     This  town  contains  about 
one  hundred  houfes,  and  a  warehoufe  for  the 
infpedtion  of  tobacco,  where  about  two  thou- 
fand   hogflieads   are  annually   infpeded.     It 
has  been  built  entirely  within  the  laft  fifteen 
years,  apd  is  rapidly  increafing,  from  its  ad- 
vantageous fituationfor  carrying  on  trade  with 
the  adjacent  country.  The  boats,  in  which  the 
produce  is  conveyed  down  the  river,  are  from 
forty-eight  to  fifty-four  feet  long,   but  very 
narrow  in  proportion  to  their  breadth.     Three 
men  are  fufficicnt  to  navigate  one  of  thefe  boats  j 
and  they  can  go  to  Richmond  and  back  again 
in  ten  days.    They  fall  down  with  the  ftream, 
but  work  their  way  back  again  with   poles. 
The  cargo  carried  in  thefe  boats  is  always  pro- 
portionate to  the  depth  of  water  in  the  river, 
which  varies  very  much.     When  I  paflcd  it 
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to  Lynch  burgh,  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
riding  aci-dfs,  yet  when  I  got  upon  the  oppofite 
banks,  I  obfervedgi'eat  quantities  of  weeds 
hanging  upon  the  trees,  confiderably  above 
my  head  though  on  horfeback,  evidently  left 
there  by  a  flood.  This  ^ood  happened  in  the 
preceding  September,  when  the  waters  rofe 
fifteen  feet  above  their  ufual  level.  ^^'^  ^^  ''■  *" 
■^  A  few  miles  from  Lynchburgh,  towards  the 
Blue  Mountains,  is  a  fmall  town  called  New 
London,  in  which  there  is  a  magazine,  and 
alfo  an  arniory,  erefted  during  the  war. 
About  fifteen  men  were  here  employed,  as  I 
pafTed  through,  repairing  old  arms  and  fur- 
bifhing  up  others ;  and  indeed,  from  the 
flovenly  manner  in  which  they  keep  their 
arms,  I  (liould  imagine  that  the  fame  number 
muft  be  conftantly  employed  all  the  year 
round.  At  one  end  of  the  room  lay  the  muf- 
quets,  to  the  amount  of  about  five  thoufand, 
all  together  in  a  large  heap,  and  at  the  oppo- 
fite end  lay  a  pile  of  leathern  accoutrements, 
abfolutely  rotting  for  want  of  common  atten- 
tion. All  the  armories  throughout  the  United 
States  are  kept  much  in  the  fame  ftyle. ""  ^  * 
''^'  Between  this  place  and  the  Blue  Mountains 
the  country  is  rough  and  hilly,  and  but  very 
thinly  inhabited.  The  few  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, met  with  here,  arc  uncommonly  robuft 
v-Mm|  I  fi:ui^/        p2  and 
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and  tall;  it  is  rare  to  fee  a  rpgR  among(l 
them  who  is  not  fix  feet  high.  Thefe  people 
entertain  a  high  opinion  pf  their  own  fuperio- 
rity  in  point  of  bodily  ftrenf.th  over  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  low  country.  A  fi^iiiar  race  of 
men  is  found  all  along  the  Blue  x/Iountains. 

The  Blue  Ridge  is  thickly  covered  with 
large  trees  to  the  very  fummit ;  fonie  of  the 
mountains  are  rugged  and  extremely  ftony, 
others  are  not  fo,  and  on  thefe  laft  the  foil  is 
found  to  be  rich  and  fertile.  It  is  only  in  par- 
ticular places  that  this  ridge  of  mountains  can 
be  crofTed,  and  at  fome  of  the  gaps  the  afcent 
is  fteep  and  difficult;  but  at  the  place  where 
I  crofledit,  which  was  near  the  Peak  of  Otter, 
pn  the  fouth-fide,  infte^d  of  one  great  moun- 
tain to  pafs  over,  as  might  be  imagined  from 
an  infpedion  of  the  map,  there  is  a  fucceflion 
of  fmall  hills,  rifing  imperceptibly  one  above 
the  other,  fo  that  you  get  upon  the;lQp  of  .the 
Ridge  before  you  are  aware  of  it.      ■  h         -^ 

The  Peaks  of  Otter  are  the  highe.ft  moun- 
tains in  the  Blue  Ridge,  and,  meafured  from 
their  bafes,  are  fuppoled  to  be  more  lofty  than 
any  others  in  North  America.  According  to 
Mr.  Jefferfon,  whofe  authority  has  been 
quoted  nearly  by  every  pecfon  that  has  written 
on  the  fubjedl  fince  the  pMblicatioi^  of  his 
Note^pa  Virgbia,  the  principal  pf-ak  k  a|?out 
UMH  ium  i  ,v:>3i\j  lu  kiiiiiat  'jiii  lam  3n;c    four 
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'>EAK:S  OP  OTTER". ''*  *  aj« 
four  thbufahd  feet  in  perpendicular  Jisi^ht; 
but  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Jeiferfon 
does  not  fiiy  that  he  mcafured  the  height 
himfelf;  on  the  contrary,  be  acknowledges 
that  the  hei?]it  of  th^  mountains  in  America 
has  never  yet  been  afcertained  with  any  de- 
gree of  exa6tnefs  ;  it  is  only  from  certain  data, 
irom  which  he  lays  a  tolerable  conjedture 
may  be  formed,  that  he  fuppofes  this  to  be 
the  height  of  the  loftieft  peak.  Pofitively  to 
allert  that  this  peak  is  not  fo  high,  without 
having  meafured  it  in  any  manner,  would  be 
abfurdj  as  I  did  not  meafure  it,  1  do  not 
therefore  pretend  to  contradidl  Mr.  JefFerlbn; 
I  have  only  to  fay,  that  the  moft  elevated  of 
the  peaks  of  Otter  appeared  to  me  but  a  very 
infignificant  mountain  in  comparifon  with 
Snowden,  in  Wales  ;  and  every  perfon  that  I 
converfed  with  that  had  feen  both,  and  I  con  - 
verfed  with  many,  made  the  fame  remark. 
Now  the  higheft  peak  of  Snowden  is  found, 
by  triangular  admeafurement,  to  be  no  more 
than  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty- 
eight  feet  high,  reckoning  from  the  quay  at 
Carnarvon.  None  of  the  other  mountains  in 
the  Blue  Ridge  are  fuppofed,  fr©m:  the  fame 
data,  to  be  more  than  tvt^o  thou&nd  feet  in 
perperidicular  height.  ^,^u.i    au  i 

Beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,   after  crofling  by 
this  route  near  the  Peaks  of  Ou«r,  I  met  with 
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but  very  few  fettlements  till  I  drew  near  to 
Fincaftle,  in  Bottetourt  County.     This  town 
flands  about  twenty  miles  diftant  from  the 
mountain,  and  about  fifteen  fouth  of  Fluvanna 
River^     It  was   only  begun  about  the  year 
1790,  yet  it  already  contains  fixty  houfes,  and 
is  moft  rapidly  increafing.    The  improvement 
of  the  adjacenl  country  has  likewife  been  very 
rapid,  and  land  now  bears  nearly  the  fame 
price  that  It  does  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
York  and  Lancafter,  in  Pennfylvania.     The 
inhabitants  confill    principally  of  Germans, 
who   have  extended  their   fettlements   from 
Pennfylvania  along  the    whole  of  that  rich 
track  of  land  which  runs  through  the  upper 
part  of  Maryland,  and  from  thence  behind 
the  Blue  Mountains  to  the  moft  Ibuthern  parts 
of  Virginia.     Thefe  people,  as  I  before  men- 
■  tioned,  keep  very  much  together,    and  are 
never  to  be  found  but  where  the  land  is  re- 
markably good.     It  is  fingular,  that  although 
they  form  three  fourths  of  the  inhabitants  on 
the   weftern-fide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  yet  not 
one  of  them  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  eaftern 
•  fide,   notwithftanding  that  land  is  to  be  pur- 
chafed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  South- 
weft  Mountains  for  one  fourth  of  what  is  paid 
for  it   in  Bottetourt  County.       They  have 
many  times,  I  am  told,  crofted  the  Blue  Ridge 
to  examine  the  land,  but  the  red  foil  which 
r-^^  f  /^  they 
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they  found  there  was  different  from  what 
they  had  been  accuflomed  to,  and  the  injury 
it  was  expofed  to  from  the  mountain  torrents, 
always  appeared  to  them  an  infuperable  ob-r 
jedion  to  fettling  in  tha*  part  of  the  country. 
The  difference  indeed  between  the  country 
on  the  eaftern  and  on  the  wellern  fide  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  in  Bottetourt  County,  is  aftoniHi- 
ing,  when  it  is  confidered  that  both  are  under 
the  fame  latitude,  and  that  this  difference  is 
perceptible  within  the  {hort  diliance  of  thirty 
miles.  .:.. ;..!., 

On  the  eaftern  lide  of  the  Ridge,  cotton 
grows  extremely  well;  and  in  winter  the 
fnow  fcarcely  ever  remains  more  than  a  day 
or  two  upon  the  ground.  On  the  other  fide, 
cotton  never  comes  to  perfection ;  the  winters 
are  fevere,  and  the  fields  covered  with  fnow 
for  weeks  together.  In  every  farm  yard  von 
fee  lleighs  or  Hedges,  carriages  ufed  to  run 
upon  the  fnow.  Wherever  thefe  carriages 
are  met  with,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  winter  lafts  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try for  a  confiderabie  length  of  time,  for  the 
people  would  never  go  to  the  expence  of 
building  them,  without  being  tolerably  certain 
that  they  would  be  ufeful.  On  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  Virginia,  not  one 
of  thefe  carriages  is  to  be  met  with, 
,.    Jt  has  already -been  mentioned,  that  the 
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predoiiiinant  foil  to  the  caft ward  cT  the  Blue 
Ridj^cisa  red  earth,  and  that  it  is  always  a 
matter  of  fome  ditiiculty  to  lay  down  a  piece 
of  land>  in  grafs,  on  account   of  the  rains, 
which  are  apt  to  wafli  away  the  feeds,  to- 
gether with  the  mould  on  the  furface.     In 
Bottetourt  County,  on  the  contrary,  the  foil 
cojififts  chiefly  of  a  rich  brown  mould,  and 
throws  up  white  clover  fpontaneoufly.     To 
have  a  rich  meadow,  it  is  only  neceffary  to 
leave  a  piece  of  ground  to  the  hand  of  nature 
for  one  year.     Again,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  Blue  Mountains,  fcarcely  any  limeftone  is 
to  be  met  with  ;  on  the  oppofite  one,  a  bed 
of  it  runs  entirely  through  the  country,  fo 
that  by  fome  it  is  emphatically  called  The 
Limeftone  County.     In  finking  wells,  they 
have  always  to  6iff   fifteen   or   twenty  fee? 
througha  folid  rock  to  get  at  the  water. 

Another  circumftance  may  alio  be  men- 
tioned, ns  making  a  material  difference  be- 
tween the  country  on  one  fide  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  that  on  the  other,  namely,  that  be- 
hind the  mountains  the  weevil  is  unknown. 
The  wctvil  is  a  fmall  infe<5t  of  the  moth 
kind,  which  depofits  its  eggs  in  the  cavity  of 
the  grain,  and  particularly  in  that  of  wheat  j 
and  if  the  crops  are  ftacked  or  laid  up  in  the 
barn  In  flieaves,  thefe  eggs  are  there  hatched, 
and  the  grain  is  in  confec^ucnce  totally  dc- 

»"'j'm;|  ;     .'  flroyed* 
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ftroyed.     To  guard  agaiiift  this,  in  the  lower 
parts  of  Virginia,  and  the  other  ftatcs  where 
the  weevil  is  common,  they  always  threfh  out 
the  grain  as  foon  as  the  crops  are  brought  in, 
and  leave  it  in  the  chaff,  which  creates  a  de- 
gree of"  heat  fufficient  to  deilroy  tlie  iniedt,  at 
the   fame  timfc  that  it  does  not  iniure  the 
wheat.      This   infect   has    been    known   ih 
America  but  a  very  few  years ;  according  to 
the  general  opinion,  it  originated  on  the  eaftcr/i 
fhore  of  Maryland,  where  a  perfon,  in  expec- 
tation of  a  great  rife  in  the  price  of  wheat, 
kept  over  all  his  crops  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
years,  when  they   were  found  full  of  theic 
infefts;    from  thence  they  have  fprcad  gra- 
dually over  different   parts  of  the   country. 
For  a  confiderable  time  the  Patowmac  River 
formed  a  barrier  to  their  progrefs,  and  while 
the  crops  were  entirely  deftroyed  in   Mary- 
land, they  remained  fecure  in  Virginia ;  but 
thefe  infedls  at  laft  found  their  way  acrofs  th6 
river.     The  Blue  Mountains  at  prefent  ferve 
^s  a  barrier,  and  fecure  the   country   to  the 
weftward  from  their  depredations  *, 

-    1 .      .     ,  .       ,  ..,  .   .    ..        Bottc- 


•  There  Is  another  infeft,  which  in  a  fimtlar  manner  made 
Jts  appearance,  and  afterwatds  fprcad  through  a  great  part  of 
the  country,  very  injurious  alfo  to  the  crops.  It  i»  called 
the  HefTian  Fly,  from  having  been  brought  over,  as, is  fuppofed, 
in  fome  forage  belonging  to  the  Hefiian  troops,  during  the  war, 
•jThis  iafedl  lodges  itfelf  in  different  part'  of  the  llalk,  while 
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Bottetourt  County  is  entirely  furrounded  by 
i;.iountains  ;  it  is  alfo  crolled  by  various  ridges 
of  mountains  in  different  directions,  a  circum- 
ilance  which  renders  the  cHmate  particularly 
agreeable.  It  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  no 
part  of  America  where  the  climate  would  be 
more  congenial  to  the  conrtitulion  of  a  native 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  The  froll:  in 
winter  is  more  regular,  but  not  feverer  than 
commonly  takes  place  in  thofe  iflands.  In 
fummer  the  heat  is,  perhaps,  fomewhat 
greater ;  but  there  is  not  a  night  in  the  year 
that  a  blanket  is  not  found  very  comfortable. 
Before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  heat  is 
i^reateil;  at  that  hour  a  breeze  generally  fprings 
up  from  the  mountains,  and  renders  the  air 
.ngrceuhle  the  whole  day.  Fever  and  ague  are 
diforders  unknown  here,  and  the  air  is  fo  falu- 

brious, 

gr(»en,  itid  makes  fiicli  rapid  devanations  that  a  crop  which 
ii\)pcA\h  in  the  Lell  poliible  Hate  will,  perhaps,  be  totally  de- 
froycdiii  the  courlc  of  rvvoor  three  days.  In  Maryland,  they 
f.'Y,  that  if  til  •  land  is  very  highly  manured,  the  Heflian  fly 
never  attacks  tb'.'  praln  ;  they  alio  fay,  that  crops  raifed  upon 
land  that  has  bt  ja  worked  for  a  long  time  are  much  Icfs  ex- 
p'lfcd  tQ  injury  from  thelc  inlcdls  than  the  crops  raifed  upon 
new  land.  If  this  is  really  the  cafe,  the  appearance  of  the 
Ilcllian  Fly  fhould  bp  confidprcd  as  a  circumftance  rather  bene- 
ficial than  oiherwife  tq  the  country,  ai  it  will  induce  the- in-, 
habitants  to  rclliquini  that  ruinous  pra^ftjce  of  working  the 
Time  piece  of  j-round  year  after  year  till  it  is  entirely  worn 
out,  ond  then  leaving  it  wade,  inllead  of  taking  fome  pains  to 
improve  it  by  manure.  This  fly  is  not  known  at  prefcnt  fouth 
of  the  Tatowmac  River,  nor  behind  the  Blue  Ridge. 
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brious,  that  perfons  who  come  hither  afflided 
with  it  from  the  low  country,  towards  the 
fea,  get  rid  of  it  in  a  very  ihort  time. 

In  the  wedern  part  of  the  county  are  feveral 
medicinal  fprings,  whereto  numbers  of  people 
refort  towards  the  hitter  end  of  fummer,  as 
much  for  the  fake  of  efcaping  the  heat  in  the 
low  country,  as  for  drinking  the  waters, 
Thofc  mod  frequented  are  called  the  Sweet 
Spriiigs,  and  arc  fitnatcd  at  the  foot  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains.  During  the  laft  feaibn 
upwards  of  two  hundred  perfons  reforted  to 
them,  with  fervants  and  horfcs.  The  accom- 
modations at  the  fprings  are  moll  wretched  at 
preient ;  but  a  fet  of  gjntlenien  from  Soudi 
Carolina  have,  I  underibml,  fmce  I  was  there, 
purchafed  the  place,  and  are  going  to  eret't 
feveral  commodious  dwellings  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, for  the  reception  of  company.  Be- 
fules  *hefe  fprings  there  are  others  in  Jackfen's 
Mountains,  a  ridge  which  runs  between  the 
Phie  Mountains  and  the  Alleghany.  One  of 
the  fprings  here  is  warm,  and  another  quite 
hot ;  a  (cw  paces  from  tlie  latter,  a  fpring  of 
common  water  iHiies  from  the  earth,  hut 
which,  from  the  contrail,  is  generally  thought 
tf)  be  as  remarkable  for  its  cuidnels  as  the  waf  r 
of  the  adjoining  one  is  for  its  heat :  thsre  is 
alf )  a  fulphur  fpring  near  thcfc  ',  leaves  of  trecj; 
falling  into  it  become  thickly  incruftid  with 
*  lulpliur 
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fulphur  in  a  very  fliort  time,  and  lilver  is  turned 
black  almofl:  immediately.  At  a  future  pe- 
riod, the  medicinal  qualities  of  all  thefe  fprings 
will  probably  be  accurately  afcertained;  at 
prefcnt  they  are  but  very  little  known.  As 
for  the  relief  obtained  by  thole  perfons  that 
frequent  the  Sweet  Springs,  in  particular,  it  is 
ftrongly  conjedlured  that  they  are  more  in- 
debted for  it  to  the  change  of  the  climate 
tiian  to  the  rare  qualities  of  the  water. 


LETTER    XVII. 


Defaiption  of  the  celebrated  Rock  Bridge ^  and 
of  an  immctifc  Ccucnt* — Dcfc:  :^Lion  of  the 
Shenandca  Valley.—  Inhabitants  mojily  Ger- 
mans. — *S://  and  Climate. — Okfervaiions  on 
American  Landjci  'pes. — MjJe  of  cutting  down 
Tree(. — High  Road  to  Kentucfy,  behind  Blue 
Mountains.  —  Much  frequented. — Uncouth, 
in'juifttii  V  J  'eop  le. — Lcxingt  on. — Staunton .  — 
Military  7it/es  very  common  in  yhnerica,-'-' 
Caufes  thercrf—  Winchejier. 

Winchrflcr,  M.iy. 

A  FTEIl  rvmaiiiing  a  confiderablc  time  in 
Bottctourt  County,  I  again  crofied  Flu- 
vanna River  into  the  county  of  Rockbridge, 
fo  called  from  the  remarkable  natural  bridge 
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of  rock  that  is  in  it.  This  bridge  flands  about 
ten  miles  from  Fluvanna  River,  zixd  nearly  the 
fame  dift^ace  from  th^  Blue  Ridge.  It  ex- 
tends ac^ofs  ^  deep  cl^ft  in  a  moiintain,  which, 
hy  fame  great  coavulfioa  of  nature,  lias  been, 
fpUt  admier  from  top  to  bottom,  and  itfeems 
to  hzM  been  left  there  purpofely  tg  afford  a 
palfage  froiTi  one  fide  pf  the  chafm  to  the. 
oiher.  The  cleft  or  chafm  is  about  two  miles 
long,  and  is  Ity  fome  pla^:es  upwards  of  three? 
hundred  feet  deep;  the  depth  varies  accord- 
ing to  th?  heighl  of  the  mountain,  being  deeped 
where  the  mountain  is  moft  lofty.  The 
breadth  of  the  chafm  alio  varies  in  different 
places  i  but  in  every  part  it  is  uniformly  \\  idtr 
ut  top  than  towards  the  bottom.  That  tlie 
two  fides  of  the  chafm  were  once  united  ap- 
pears very  evident,  not  only  from  projeding 
rocks  on  the  one  fide  cocrefponding  witii 
fuitable  cavities  on  the  other,  but  alfo  from 
the  different  ftfata  of  earth,  fand,  clay,  &c. 
being  exactly  fioiilar  from  top  to  bottom  on 
both  fides  i  but  by  what  great  agent  they  were 
feparated,  whether  by  fire  or  by  water,  re- 
mains hidden  amongft  thofe  arcana  of  nature 
which  we  vainly  endeavour  to  deveiope. 

The  arch  confills  of  a  folid  mafs  of  flone, 
or  of  feveral  ftones  cemented  Co  llrongiy  to- 
gether, that  they  appear  but  as  one.     This 
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mafs,  it  is  to  be  fuppdfed,  at  thie  time  that  the 
Mil-  was  rent  afundety  waSidrati^ri  acrofs'the 
filTui'fc',  from  adhfcririg  clofely  t&  one  fide,  and 
being  loofened  from  its  bed  of  isirth  at  the 
oppOfite  on6.    It  feems  as  probable,  I  think, 
that  the  mafs  of  ftone  forniing  the  irch  Was 
thus  forcibly  pliieked  from  one  fide,  and  drawn 
acrofs  the  fiffurc,  as  that  the  hiil  fhoald  have 
remained  difunited  at  this  one!  fpbt  frohi  top  to 
bottom,  and  that  a  paffage  (hould  afterwards 
have  been  forced  through  it  by  Wdter.     The 
road  leading' to  the  bridge  rttrts  thrbugh  a 
thick  wood,  and  lip  a  hill;  having  a fcended 
which,"  nearly  to  the  top,  ydu  paufefor  a  mo- 
ment at  finding  a  fadden  difcontinuancc  of 
the  trees  at  orie  fide  j   but  the  ailiaz6ment 
which  fills  the  mind  is  great  indeed,  ^hen,  on 
going  a  few  paces  towards  the  part  which  ap- 
pears thus   open,   you  find  youtfelf  on  the 
brink  of  a  tremendous  precipice.     You  in- 
voluntarily draw  back,    flare  around,    then 
again  come  forward  to  fatisfy  yourfelf  that 
what  you  have  feen  is  real,   and  not  the  illu- 
fions  of  fancy.     You  now  perceive,  that  you 
arc  upon  the  top  of  the  bridge ;  to  the  very 
edge  of  which,  on  one  fide,  you  may  approach 
with  fafety,  and  look  down  into  the  abyfs, 
being  proteded  from  falling  by  a  parapet  of 
fixed  rocks.     The  walls,  as  it  were,  of  tlie 
b:idgc,  at  this  fide,  are  fo  perpendicular,  that 

a  perfoii 
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a  perfon  leaning  over  the  parapet  of  rock, 
might  let  fall  a  plummet  from  the  hand  to 
the  very  bottom  of  the  chafm*  On  the  op* 
pofite  (ide  this  is  not  the  cafe,  nor  is  there  any 
parapet;  but  from  the  edge  of  the  road,  which 
runs  over  the  bridge,  is  a  gradual  flope  to  the 
brink  of  the  chafm,  upon  which  it  is  fome- 
what  dangerous  to  venture.  This  flope  is 
thickly  covered  with  large  trees,  principally 
cedars  and  pines.  The  oppofite  fide  was  alfo 
well  furniftied  with  trees  formerly,  but  all 
tho(e  that  grew  near  the  edge  of  the  bridge 
have  been  cut  down  by  different  people,  for 
the  fake  of  feeing  them  tumble  to  the  bottom. 
Before  the  trees  were  deftroyed  in  this  manner, 
you  might  have  paffed  over  the  bridge  with- 
out having  had  any  idea  of  being  upon  it  j  for 
the  breadth  of  it  is  no  lefs  than  eighty  feet. 
The  road  runs  nearly  in  the  middle,  and  is 
frequented  daily  by  waggons.  '. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  few  yards  from  the 
bridge,  a  narrow  path  appears,  winding  along 
the  fides  of  the  filTure,  amidft  immenfe  rocks 
and  trees,  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  bridge. 
Here  the  ftupendous  arch  appears  in  all  its 
glory,  and  feems  to  touch  the  very  (kits.  To 
behold  it  without  rapture,  indeed,  is  impof- 
.fible  J  and  the  more  critically  it  is  examined, 
-the  more  beautiful  and  the  more  furprifing 
does  it  appear.     The  1. eight  of  the  bridge  to 
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the  top  of  the  parapet  is  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  feet  by  admeafuremcnt  with  a  line  -, 
the  thicknefs  of  the  arch  foity  feet ;  the  fpan 
of  the  arch  at  top  ninety  feet  j  and  the  diftance 
between  the  abutments  at  bottom  fifty  feet. 
The  abutments  confirt  of  a  folid  iiiafs  of  lime- 
ftone  on  either  fide,  and,  together  with  the 
arch,  feem  as  if  they  had  been  chifeled  out 
Jby  the  hand  of  art.  A  fmall  flream,  called 
Cedar  Creek,  running  at  the  bottom  of  the 
filTure,  over  bed  of  rocks,  adds  much  to  the 
beauty  of  the  fcene. 

The  fiflure  takes  a  very  fuddcn  turn  juft 
above  the  bridge,  according  to  the  courfe  of 
the  flream,  lb  that  when  you  fland  below,  and 
look  under  the  arch,  the  view  i^  intercepted 
at  the  diflance  of  about  fifty  yards  from  the 
bridge.  M^  Jefferfon's  flatement,inbis  Notes, 
that  the  iiflure  continues  flrait,  terminating 
with  a  pleafrng  view  of  the  North  Mountains, 
is  quite  erroneous.  The  fides  of  the  chafm 
are  thickly  covered  in  every  part  with  trees, 
excepting  where  the  huge  rocks  of  limcflonc 
appear. 

Befides  this  view  from  below,  the  bridge  is 
fcen  to  very  great  advantage  from  a  pinnacle 
of  rocks,  about  fifty  feet  below  the  top  of  the 
fiifure  ;  for  here  not  only  the  arch  is  feen  in 
all  its  beauty,  but  the  fpedator  is  iniprefled  in 
the  moft  forcible  manner  with  ideas  of  its 
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grandeur j  from  being  enabled  atth^^f^me 
time  to  look  down. into  the  profound^ulph 
over  which  it  pa flls»  <  js -t  a  it  •  i*  i. 
About  fj fly  miles,  to  the  nortliward  of, the 
Rock  Bridge,  and  alfo  behind  tlie  TAuc  Moun- 
tains, there  IS  another  very  remarkable  natural 
curiofity ;  this  is  a  large  cavern,  known  jn 
the  neighbourhood  by  the  name  of  Maddifon's 
Cave.  It  is  in  the  heart  of  a  mountain, 
'about  two  hundred  i  high,  and  which  is 
fo  lleep  on  one  fide,  nat  a  perfon  ftanding 
on  the  top  of  it,  might  eafily  throw  a  peb- 
ble into  the  river,  v/hich  flows  round  the  bafe ; 
the  oppofite  fide  of  it  is,  however,  very  eafy 
of  afcent,  and  on  this  fide  the  path  lead- 
ing to  the  cavern  runs,  excepting  for  the  laft 
.  twenty  yards,  when  it  fuddenly  turns  along 
the  fleep  part  of  the  mountain,  which  is,  ex- 
tremely rugged,  and  covered  with  immenfe 
rocks  and  trees  from  top  to  bottorii.  The 
mouth  of  the  cavern,  on  this  fleep  fide,  about 
two  thirds  of  the  way  up,  is  guarded  by  a  huge 
pendent  fione,  which  feems  ready  to  drop 
every  inflant,  and  it  is  hardly  poflible  to  floop 
under  it,  without  reflecting  with  a  certain  de- 
gree of  awe,  that  were  it  to  drop,  nothing 
could  favc  you  from  perifhing  within  the 
dreary  walls  of  that  manfion  to  which  it  af- 
fords an  entrance*--'  i*  -  .  w  ,i 
.4:4  Vol.  L-Ui  iaJfim^iQ^  'mu  ^-o^^jd  f^^^^ 
■  vti  ir;    '>^hi  d)iw  vmviiTU  oldlmA  Horn   •.a? 
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-  Preparatofy  to  entering,  the  guide,  whoin 
'1  had  procured  from  a  neighbouring  houfc,, 
lighted  the  ends  of  three  or  four  fpiinters  of 
•pitch  pine,  a  large  bundle  of  which  he  had 
brooght  with  him  ;  they  burn  out  very  faft, 
but  while  they  kft  are  moft  excellent  torches-. 
'The  fire  be  brought  along  with  him,  by  means 
^of  a  bit  of  green  hiccory  wood,  which,  when 
once  lighted,  will  burn  flowly  without  any 
-blasse'  till  ibe  whole  is  confuiried. 

The  firft  apartment    you   enter  is  about 
'  twent-five  feet  high,  and  fifteen  broad,  and 
•extends  a  confiderable  way  to  the  right  and 
*left,  the  floor  afcending  towards  the  former; 
.v'here  it  is  very  moift,  from  the  quantity  of 
t'water  continually   trickling  from  the  roof. 
::  J'Fahrctiheit  8  thermometer,  which  ilood  at  67* 
J* in  the  air,  fell  to  61*  in  this  room.     A  few 
^  yards  to  the  left,  on  tlic  fide  oppofite  to  you 
^  ■' on  entermg,  a  palTage  prefents  itfclf,  which 
■leads  to  a  fort  of  anti-chamber  as  it  were, 
'.    from  wlience  you  proceed  into  the  found 
'room,  fo  named  from  the  prodigious  reverbe- 
'    ration  of  the  found  6f  a  voice  or  mufical  in- 
'     ftrumcnt  at  the  infidc.     This  room  is  about 
'twenty  feet  fquare  ;   it  Js  arched  at  top,  and 
the  (ides  of  it,  as  well  as  of  that  apartment 
which  you  fitft  enter,  are  beautifully  orna- 
mented with  ftaladtites.  Returning  from  hence 

into 
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'■■  into  the  atjtichamber,  and  afterwards,  taking 
.  two  or  three  turns  to  the  right  and  left,  you 
*  enter  a  long  paflagc  about  thirteen  feet  wide, 
s.nd  perhaps  about  fifteen  in  height  perpen- 
dicularly J    but  if  it  was  meafured   from  the 
floor  to  the  highefl  part  of  the  roof  obliquely, 
'   the  diftance  would  be  found  much  greater, 
V    as  the  walls  on  both  fides  Hope  very  confidcr- 
ably,  and  finally  meet  at  top.     This  pafifage 
defcends  very  rapidly^  and  is,  I  fliould  fup- 
r  pofe^  about  fixty  yards  long.     Towards  the 
f    end  it  narrows  confiderably,  and  terminates  in 
i:   a  pool  of  clear  water,  about  three  or  four  feet 
deep.   How  far  this  pool  extends  it  is  impofli- 
>    ble  to  .%y.  ■:  .A  canoe  was  once  brought  down 
by  a  party, ,  for  the  purpdfe  of  examination, 
"'  but  they  faid,  that  after  proceeding  a  little 
/, .  way  upon  the  water  the  canoe  would  not  float, 
li   and  they  .were  forced  to  return.     Their  fears, 
il   moll  probably,  led  them  to  fancy  it  was  Co, 
'    I  fired  a  pidol  with  a  ball  over  the  water,  but 
the  report  was  echoed  from  the  after  part  of 
the  cavern,  and  not  from  that  part  beyond  the 
water>  lb  that  I  Hiould  not  fuppofe  the  pafTage 
extended  much  fartlier  than  could  be  traced 
with  the^e.     The  walls  of  this  pafTage  con- 
fid  of  a  folid  rock  of  lime/lone  on  each  fide, 
i   which  appears  to  have  been   feparated  by 
r.    fome  convulfion.    The  floor  is  of  a  deep  fandy 
^  .  earth,  and  it  has  repeatedly  been  dug  up  for 
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the  purpofe  of  getting  falt-petre,  with  which- 
the  earth    is    flrongly   impregnated.      The 
earth,  after  being  dug  up,  is  ir.ixed  with  wa- 
ter, and  when  the  groffer  particles  fall  to  the 
bottom,  the  water  is  drawn  off  and  evaporated  f 
from  the  reiidue  the  falt-petre  is   procured. 
There  are  many  other  caverns  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, and  alfo  farther  to  the  weftward, 
in  Virginia ;  from  all  of  them  great  quantities 
of  falt-petre  are  thus  obtained.     The  gun- 
powder made  with  it,  in  the  back  country, 
forms  a  principal  article  of  commerce,  and  is 
Tent   to   Philadelphia   in  exchange  for  Euro- 
pean manufadtures. 

n"?-'  About  two  thirds  of  the  way  down  this 
long  paffage,  juft  defcribed,  is  a  large  aper- 
ture in  the  wall  on  the  right,  leading  to  an- 
other apartment,  the  bottom  of  which  is  about 
ten  feet  below  the  floor  of  the  paffage,  and  iL 
is  no  eafy  matter   to  get  down  into  it,    as 
the  (ides  are  very  lleep  and  extremely  flippery. 
This  is  the  largefl  and  mofl  beautiful  room 
in  the  whole  cavern  ;  it  is  fomewhat  of  an  oval 
form,  about  fixty  feet  in  length,  thirty  in 
breadth,  and  in  fome  parts  nsarly  fifty  feet 
high.     The  petrifadlions  formed  by  the  water 
dropping  from  above  are  moll  beautiful,   and 
hang  down  from  the  ceiling  in  the  form  of 
elegant  drapery,  the  folds  of  which  are  fimilar 
•  to  what  thofc  of  large  blankets  or  carpets 
v.wi  /.  r.  would 
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would  be  if  fufpended  by  one  corner  in  a  lofty 
room.     If  ftruck  with  a  iHck,  a  deep  hollow 
found  is  produced,  which  echoes  through  the 
vaults  of  the  cavern.     In  other  parts  of  this 
room  the  petrifidtions  have  commenced  at  the 
bottom,    and  formed  in   pillars  of  different 
heightcj;    fome  of  them  reach  nearly  to  the 
roof.    If  you  go  to  a  remote  part  of  this  apart- 
Uient,  and  leave  a  perfon  with  a  lighted  torch 
moving  about  amidil:  thefe  pillars,  a  thoufand 
imaginary  forms  prefent  themfelves,  and  you 
might  almoft  fancy  yourfelf  in  the  infernal  re- 
gions, with  fpedtres  and  monfters  on  every 
lide.     The  floor  of  this  jocm  flopes  down  gra- 
dually from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  ter^ni- 
nates  in  a  pool  of  water,  which  appears  to  be 
on  a  level  with  that  at  the  end  of  the  long 
pafliige ;  from  their  fltuation  it  is  molt  pro- 
bable that  they  communicate  together.     The 
theriiiometer  which  I  had  with  me  Hood,  in 
the  remotcft  p<irt  of  this  chamber,  at  ^^\ 
From  hence  we  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the 
cavern,  and  on  coming  into  the  light  it  ap- 
peared as  if  we  really  had  been  in  the  infernal 
regions,  for  our  faces,  hands,  and  clothes  were 
fmutted  all  over,  every  part  of  the  cave  being 
covered  with  foot  from  the  fmoke  of  the  pine 
torches  which  are  fo  often  carried  in.     The 
ijnoke   from  the    pitch  pine  is  particularly 
jthick  and  heavy.    Before  this  cave  was  much 
19  0^3  vifited. 
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vi5tec(,'dnd  thb  waifs  Maefeene^^y llhc  fmbke^ 
its  bekttty,  I  Ava^  ^kJby  fomc-^fthe  old  in- 
habitatiW^ '  wa^ '  great;  mdefed^  for  the  petrifac- 
tions oti  the  rqof  aiid  walls  a^c  all  of  the  dead 
white  kind.    ^-  ^'^*^  .■^^mmot  5nnfib^i?^»*>i<i 
'  The  country  immediately  behind  the  Blue 
Mountains,   between  Bottetourt  County  and 
the  Patowmac  River,  is  agreeably  diverfified 
with  hill  and  dale,  and  abounds  with  exten-^ 
five  trafts  of  rich  land.    The  low  grounds 
bordering  upon  the  Shcharidoah  River,  which 
funs  contiguous  to  the  Blue  Ridge  for  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  miles,  are  in  particular 
diftinguifhed  for  their  fertility.     Thefe  low 
grounds  are  thofe  which,  ftridtly  (peaking, 
conftitute  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  though  in 
general  the  country  lying  for  fe/eral  miles 
diftanl  from  the  river,  and  in. fbme  parts 
very  hilly,  goes  Under  that  name.     The  natu- 
ral herbage  is  not  fo  fine  here  as  in'  Bottetourt 
County,   but  when  clover  is  once   fown  it 
grows  mbft  luxuriantly;  wheat  alfo  is  pro- 
duced in  as  plcrttiful  crops  as  in  any  part  of  the 
United  State**     Tobacco  is  not  raifed  except- 
ing for  private  trfe;  and  but  little  Indian  corn 
is  fowri,  as  it  fs  liable  to  be  injured  by  the 
nightly  ftofts,    which  are  cpmfllori   in  the 
(priftg,  -'^-  yIJiii:?f.r}iTOD  -ns  ihuWf  ^.  n 

The  ttit^afre  ficw  is  not  fo  warni  as  in  the 
Jower  parts  of  the  country,  on^th^  eHllern  fide 
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of  the  mountains ;  but  it  is  by  no  n>eans  To 
temperate  aS:  in  Bottetourt  County,  y^^icb, 
from  being  environed  with  ridges  of  moun- 
tains, is  conftantly  refreflied  with  cooling 
breezes  during  fummer,  and  in  the  winter  is 
iheltered  from  the  kpen  blafts  from  the  north 


weft. 
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The  whole  of  this  country,  to  the  weft  of 
the  mountains,  is  incireaiing  moft.  rapidly  ia 
popula^on*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Win- 
chefter  it  i$  fo  thickly  fettled,  and  confequently 
fo  much  cleafisd,  that  wood  is  now  beginning 
to  be  thought  valuable ;  the  farmers  are  obliged, 
frequently  to  fend  iten  c^:  fifteen  miles  even  for 
their  fence  rails.  Jt  i%  only,  how:ever,  in  this 
particular  neighbourhood  that  the  country  is 
io  much  improved ;  m  other  places  thpre  are 
^mmen|fe  trad«  of  woodland«  ftill  remaining. 
And  in  general  the  hills  are  all  left  uncleared. 
The  hills  tieii^g  thns  left  covered  with  trees  is 
a  circumftapce  whjch  ;idds  a^^ch  to  the  beauty 
of  the  country,  and  ii|tefmtved  with  exteniive 
fields  clothed  wi]Lh  the  lichoft  verdure,  and 
watered  by  the  Qumerou;^  branchetof  th^  She- 
nandoah River,  a  variety  of  }>}ei^iingilandicapes 
are  prefented  to  the  eye  in  almoft  every  part  of 
the  route  from  Bptl^tourt  to  the  Patowmac, 
many  of  which  are  confiderably  heightened 
by  the  appearance  of  thto  J^Iue  IV}oun  tains  in 

|he  back  grousd.  /it'i:i.'o  nix  l.>  j-tiiq  li^'--* 
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•  With^regard  to  the  landfcapes'however,  and 
to  Afiyerican  landfeapes  in  general,  it  is  to  be 
ob(ervedi  that  their  beauty  is  much  impaired 
by  the  unpidlurefo  ue  appearance  of  the  angu- 
lar fences,  and  of  the  fliff  wooden  houre5>,  which 
have  at  a  little  diftance  a  heavy,  dull,  and 
glocmy  afpedl.  The  ftumns  of  the  trees  alfo, 
on  land  newlv  cleared,  are  moll  difagreeable 
objedts,  wherewith  the  eye  is  continually  af- 
failed.  When  trees  are  felled  in  America,  they 
are  never  cut  down  clofe  to  the  ground,  but 
the  trunks  are  left  ftanding  two  or  three  feet 
high  J  for  it  is  found  that  a  woodman  can  cut 
down  many  more  in  a  day,  ftanding  with  a 
gentle  inclination  of  the  body,  than  if  he  were 
to  ftoop  fo  as  to  apply  his  axe  to  the  bottom 
of  the  tree;  'it  does  not  make  any  difference 
either  to  the  farmer,  whether  the  flump  is  left 
two  or  three  feet  high,  or  whether  it  is  cut 
down  level  with  the  ground,  as  in  each  cafe  it 
would  equally  be  a  hindrance  to  the  plough. 
Thefe  ftumps  ufaally  decay  in  the  courfe  of 
fevcn  or  eight  years  j  fometimes  however 
fooner^  fobietimes  later,  according  to  the  qua-  - 
lity  of  th6  timber.  They  never  throw  up  * 
fuckers,  3s  ftumps  of  trees  would  do  in  Eng-  . 
land  if  kft  in  that  manner.  .r  ntnijiio'*  ?f{H;^. 
^  The  cultivated  lands  in  this  country  are  ' 
moftly  parcelled  out  in  fniall  portions;  there 
are  no  pcrfons  here,  as  on  the  other  fide  of  the- 

-  ^-  mountains,  . 
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mountains,  pofTdiring  large  farms  {  nor  are 
there  any  eminently  dillinguilhcd  by  their 
education  or  knowledge  from  the  reft  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  Poverty  alfo  is  as  much  un-, 
known  in  this  country  as  great  wealth.  Each 
man  owns  the  houfe  he  lives  in  and  the  land 
which  he  cultivates,  and  every  one  appears  to 
.  he  in  a  happy  Hate  of  mediocrity,  and  unam^ 
bitious  of  a  more  elevated  lituation  than  what 
he  himfelf  enjoys.  ,,:  .  u^w 

'  The  free  inhabitants  confift  for  the  moft 
part  of  Germans,  who  here  maintain  the  fame 
character  as  in  Pennfylvania  and  the  other 
jftates  where  they  have  fettled.  About  one 
f.xth  of  the  people,  on  an  average,  are  flaves, 
but  in  fome  of  the  counties  the  proportion  is 
much  lefs;  in  Ro:;kbridge  the  Haves  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  an  eleventh,  and  in  She- 
nandoah County  not  to  more  than  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  whole. 

Between  Fincaftle  and  the  Pai.. v.mp.c  there 
are  feveral  towns,  as  Lexington,  Staunton, 
Newmarket,  Woodftock,  Winchefter,  Straf- 
burgh,  and  fome  others'.  Thefe  towns  all  ftand 
on  the  great  road,  running  north  and  fouth 
behind  the. Blue  Mountains,  and  which  is  the 
high  road  from  the  northern  ftates  to  Ken- 
tucky.. .K.i*uw>:»».^im  a^.'^bni-a  l»t»)(47ciM;i.  &ci  i 
As  I  pafTed  along  it,  I  met  with  great  num- 
bers of  people  from  Kentucky  and  the  new 
Uiii  :;;  -      flate 
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flatc  of  Tcnaffce  going  towards  Philadelphiat 
atid  Baltimore,  and  with  manjt  others  going 
in  a  contrary  diredion,  **  to  explore/'  as  they 
(f^ll  it,  that  is,  to  fearch  for  lands  conveniently^ 
iituatcd  for  new  fettlements  in  the  weftern 
country.   Thcfe  people  all  travel  on  horfeback, 
with  piftols  or  fwords,  and  a  large  blanket 
folded  up  under  their  faddle,  which  iaft  they 
ufc  for  lleoping  in  when  obliged  to  pafs  the 
night  in  the  woods.     There  is  but  little  oc- 
cafion  for  arms  now  that  peace  has  been  made 
with  the  Indians  $  but  formerly  it  ufed  to  be 
a  very  ferious  undertaking  ta  go  by  this  route 
to  Kentucky,  and  travellers  were  always  obliged 
to  go  forty  or  fifty  in  a  party,  and  w^U  pre- 
pared for  defence.     It  would  be  ftill  danger- 
ous for  any  perfon  to  vepturc  fingly  i  but  if 
five  or  fix  travel  together,  they  are  perfedly 
fecure.    There  are  houfes  now  fcattered  along 
nearly  the  whole  way  from  Fincaftle  to  Lex- 
ington in  Kentucky,  Co  that  it  is  not  necefiTary 
to  lleep  more  than  two  or  three  nights  in  the 
woods  in  going  there.  Of  all  the  uftcouth  hu- 
man beings  I  met  with  in  America,  thefe  peo- 
ple from  the  weftern  country  were  the  tno& 
ibj  their  curiofity  was  boundlefs.    Frequently 
have  I  been  ftopped  abruptly  by  one  of  them 
in  a  folitary  part  of  the  road,  :and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  had  it  been  in  another  country, 
I  fhould  have  imagined  ik  was  a  highwayman 
b-ilntH    «  that 
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that  was 'going  to  demand  my  piirfe,  and 
without  any  further  preface,  afked  where  I 
came  from  f  if  I  was  acquainted  with  any 
news  ?  where  bound  to  r  and  finally,  my  name^ 
— "  Stop,  Mifter  !  why  I  guefs  now  you  bd 
coming  from  the  new  ftatc."  "No,  Sir,"-^ 
Why  then  I  guefs  as  how  you  be  coming 
"  from  Kentuc*."  "  No,  Sir."—"  Oh  !  why 
"  then,  pray  now  where  might  you  be  coming 
«  from?"  "  From  the  low  country." — **  Why 
"  you  muft  have  heard  all  the  news  then  j  pray 
*«  now,  Mifter,  what  might  the  price  of  bacon 
f*  be  in  thofe  parts  ?"  "  Upon  my  word,  my 
"  friend,  I  can't  inform  you." — "  Aye,  aye;  I 
f'  fee,  lyiifter,  you  be'n't  one  of  us;  pray  now, 
f  Mifter,  what  might  your  name  be?" — A 
ftranger  going  the  fame  way  is  fure  of  having 
the  company  of  thefe  worthy  people,  fo  dc- 
firous  of  information,  as  far  as  the  next  tavern, 
where  he  is  feidom  fuffered  to  remain  for  five 
minutes,  till  he  is  again  affailed  by  a  frefh  fet 
with  the  fame  queftions.  'o.,.;;!^  iv  ,•  -  ^  v 
'  The  firft  town  you  come  to,  going  north- 
ward from  Bottetourt  County,  is  Lexington, 
si  neat  little  place,  that  did  contain  about  one 
hundred  houfes,  a  court-houfc,  and  gaol ;  but 
the  greater  part  of  it  was  deftroyed  by  fire  juft 
jjefpre  I  got  there.  Great  numbers  of  Irifh  are 

mpfirm^d   B^    *  Kentucky.     :?i  3^/Srff.frtr>fn   < 
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lettled  in  this  place.    Thirty  miles  farthpr  on 
ftands  Staunton.    1  his  town  carries  on  a  con- 
liderable  trade  with  the  back  country,  and 
contains  nearly  two  hundred  dwellings,  moftly 
built  of  ftone,  together  with  a  church.    This 
was  the  fird  place  on  the  entire  road  from 
Lynchburgh,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  dif- 
tant,  and  which  I  was  about  ten  days  in  travel- 
ling, where  I  was  not  able  to  get  a  bit  of  freHi 
meat,  excepting  indeed  on  paffing  the  Blue 
Mountains,  where  they  brought  me  fome  ve- 
nifon  that  had  been  juft  killed.    1  went  on  fifty 
miles  further,  from  Staunton,  before  I  got  any 
again.     Salted  pork,    boiled  with  turnip  tops 
by  way  of  greens,  or  fried  bacon,  or  fric^  falttd 
filh,with  warm  fallad,  dreflcu  with  vinc^arand 
the  melted  fit  which  remains  in  the  frying- 
pan  after  dreliing  the  bacon,  is  the  only  food 
to  be  got  at  moll:  of  the  taverns  in  this  coun^ 
try  5  in  fpring  it  is  the  conftant  food  of  the 
people  in  the  country ;  and  indeed,  throughout 
the  whole  year,  I  am  told,  falted  meat  is  what 
they  moil"  generally  ufe,.      l  ,^3^,.*,jiutt  ;.■  >  *%'»-* 
fiJn   every   part  of  America  a  European  is 
furprifed  at  finding  fo  many  men  with  mihtary 
titles,  and  ftill  more  fo  at  feeing  fuch  num- 
bers of  them  employed  in  capacities  apparently 
fo  inconfiftent   with  their   rank  -,    for   it   is 
nothing  uncommon   to   fee  a  captain  in  the 
ih^pc  of  a  waggoner,  a  coIcmkI  the  driver  of  a 
i^:i-':  ilage 
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fiage  coacli,  or  a  general  dealu^g  out  penny 
ribbon  behind  his  counter ;  but  no  where,  I 
believe,  is  tiiere  {"jch  a  fupcrfluity  of  thefe 
military  perfonages  as  in  tiie  little  town  of 
Staunton;  there  is  hardly  a  decent  perfon  in  it, 
excepting  lawyers  and  medical  men,  but  what 
is  a  colonel,  a  major,  or  a  captain.  This  is  to 
be  accounted  for  as  follows:  in  Atr. erica, every 
freeman  from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  fifty  years, 
whofe  occupation  does  not  ablplutely  forbid  it, 
muH:  enrol  himfelf  in  the  militia.  In  Virginia 
alone,  the  militia  amounts  to  about  fixty-two 
thoufand  men,  and  it  is  divided  into  four  di- 
vifions  and  feventeen -brigades,  to  each  ofwhich 
there  is  a  general  and  other  officers.  Were 
there  no  officers  therefore,  excepting  thofe 
adually  belonging  to  the  militia,  the  number 
muft  be  very  great;  but  independent  of  the 
militia,  there  are  alfo  volunteer  corps  in  mofl 
of  the  towns,  which  have  likewife  their  re- 
fpedtive  officers.  In  Staunton  there  are  two  of 
thefe  corps,  one  of  cavalry,  the  other  of  artil- 
lery. Thefe  are  formed  chiefly  of  men  who 
find  a  certain  degree  of  amufement  in  cxer- 
cifing  as  foldiers,  and  who  are  alfo  induced 
to  aflbciate,  by  the  vanity  of  appearing  in  re- 
gimentals. The  militia  is  not  affcmbled 
oftener  than  once  in  two  or  three  months,  and 
as  it  refts  with  every  individual  to  provide 
himfelf  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  no 
-  .1./  flreis 
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ftrcfs  being  laid  upon  coming  in  uniform,  thd 
appearance  of  the  men  is  not  very  military. 
Numbers  alfo  of  the  officers  of  thefe  volun- 
teer corps,  and  of  the  militia,  are  refigning 
every  day ;  and  if  a  man  has  been  a  captain  or 
a  colonel  but  one  day  either  in  the  one  body 
or  the  other,  it  fcems  to  be  an  eftablifhed  rule 
-that  he  is  to  have  nominal  rank  the  reft  of  his 
life.  Added  to  all,  there  are  fcveral  officers  of 
the  old  continental  army  neither  in  the  militia 
^nor  in  the  volunteer  corps.  ^'**'^'^^ '*^  " 
''  W  ftandsone  hundred  miles  to  the 

northward  of  Staunton,  and  is  the  largeft  town 
,in  the  United  States  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
Blue  Mountains.     The  houfe^  are  eftimated 
.  at  three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  inhabitants 
.at  two  thoufand.     There  are  four  churches 
.  in  tl^is  town,  which,  ^as  well  ^s  i;!^  ihojifesi  are 
.plainly  built.    The  ftreet^  are-^  regular,  but 
,  very  narrow.     There  is;  nq^l^in^j particularly 
•  deferving  of  attention  in  this  pj^ce^  per  ipdced 
,;  in  any  of  the  other  fma)l  tawns  -which  hjave 
. ,  been  mentioned*  none  of  them jcoQ^aining  more 
.  than  jfeventy  hoyfes  each,  ohn jqu«  **  i tcm 
0£  aril     '\3nnfiiiA  fais  gtoTjr,  ogB^ov  «  ** 
.unnmoi  bnfi  iiliw  a»  a^^i.lq  inlj  aMxiV/o)  t{':)m'K{ 
MtUi  ,8lliri  ilfim'l  io  lidniiin  n  ^luhoio  nnA 
>  •iroy .  ^noirbrotii  m  i  jdin  odi  avodc  an  5tn 
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Defcription  of  the  Pajfage  of  Patoivmcic  and 
,  Shenandoah  Rivers  through  a  Break  in  tl^e 
Blue  Mountains. — Some  Olifervations  on  Mr. 
^Jefferfon* s  Account  of  the  Scene, — Summary 
Account  of  Maryland,-^ Arrival  at  Phila-' 
delphia, — Remarks  on  the  Climate  of  the 
United  States. -^State  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia during  the  Heat  of  Summer •'•^Diji' 
culty  of  preferring  Butter,  Milk,  Meat,  Fijl\ 
^C'^General  Vfe  of  Ice. — Of  the  Winds,  *^ 
^  State  of  Weather  in  America  depends  greatly 
upon  them s  j  „:{,..,,»  <  .i»>  . 
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Philadelphia,  June. 


TITAVING  traverfcd,  in  various  diredions, 
the  country  to  the  weft  of  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains in  Virginia,  I  came  to  the  Patowmac,  at 
the  place  where  that  river  pafles  through  the 
Blue  Ridge^  which  Mr.  Jcfferfon,  in  his  Notes 
upon  Virginia,  has  reprefentcd  as  one  of  the 
moft  "  ftupendous  fccnes  in  nature,  and  worth 
"  a  voyage  acrofs  the  Atlantic."  The  ap- 
proach towards  the  place  is  wild  and  romantic. 
After  croffing  a  number  of  fmall  hills,  which 
rife  one  above  the  other  in  fucceffion,  you  at 
laft  perceive  the  break  in  the  Blue  Ridge  j  at 
the  fame  lime  the  road  fuddenly  turning,  winds 
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down  a  long  and  flccp  hill,  fliad^d  with  lolly 

treesj  ^vhofe  bt-ahches  unite  oVer  your  hcacl. 

Oh  dne'iide  of  the  road  there  are  lart^e  heaos 

of  rocks  above  you,  which  fee m  to  threaten 

'  dcftnidlibn  to  any  one  that  paffes  undc:  then ; 

.on  the  other,  a  deep  precipice  prefents  itfch^, 

at'the  bottom  of  which  is  heard  the  roariii<'- 

of  the  waters,  that  are  eoncealed  frOrn  the  eye 

.by  the  thkknefs  oftlie  foliage,     l-owards  the 

•end  of  this  hill,' about  fixty  feet  above  the 

.level  of  the  water,  Aands  a  tavern  and  a  few 

hou^fes,  and  from  Ibme  fields^  in-i the  re^r  of 

them   the  pailagc  of  the  river  through  the 

mountftia  is,-  I  think,  fcen  tO'^ha-'bcft  adyan- 

vtagew    hiS'i  ■,^'>'^'^')i»'   ■'■■■iu^if/  it>*rf/'i^  ^.'-'^ 

The  Patowniac  on  the  left  tonfes  winding 

along  through  a  fertile  country  towards   the 

mountain  j  on  i?he  right  flows  the  Shenandoah  : 

llhitirl3ffo?»ethet'at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 

"'they  roll  on  tlircjgh  thd  gap';  then  fuddenly 

*  t?cp.lHdilig  to  the  breadth  of  about  four  huh- 

'  dred  yttj-ds;  thc?y  pafs  on  towards  the  fca,  and 

arb  finally  loft  to  the  view  amidfl  ibrrounding 

hijf^. ''The  tiTggcd  appearance  of  the  fides 

of  the  rtiountain  towards  the  rivcV,  and  the 

larae  t-ock^  that  lie  fca ttcred  about  at   tlic 

bottotti,  many*  of  Avhich  have  evidently  been 

fplit<ri\^hder  by  fomc  great  cohvulfion,  "  are 

ffiorkimfciirs,"  'as  Mr.  Jetftrfon  obfcrvcs,  of  the 

•'  wtir  thAt  htis  tnken.phico  'u  this  fpot  be- 

•5rtmwi»!'«<rnb  uMi  ♦,rtAr^'^f|Jf^  ;b-,iiF  "  twcca 
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^  twefcn  rivers  and  mountains  ^  and  at  firft 
"  fight   they   lead  us  into  an  opinion  that 
**  mountains  were  created  before  rivers  be- 
^*  gan  to  flow ;  that  the  waters  of  the  Pa- 
**  towmac  and  Shenandoah  were  dammed  up 
**  for  a  time  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  but  continu- 
**  ing  to  rife,  that  they  at  length  broke  through 
**  at  this  fpot,  and  tore  the  mountain  afunder 
"  from  its  fummit  to  its  bafe.'*     Certain  it  is, 
that  if  the  Blue  Ridge  could  be  again  made 
entire,  an  immenfe  body  of  water  would  be 
formed  on  the   weftern  fide  of  it,   by  the 
Shenandoah  and  Patowmac  rivers,  and  this 
body  of  water  would  be  deepeft,  and  conle- 
quently  would  adt  with  more  force  in  fap- 
ping  a  paflfage  for  itfelf  through  the  mountain 
at  the  identical  fpot  where  the   gap  now  is, 
than  at  any  other,  for  this  is  the  lowcft  fpot  in 
a  very  extended  tradt  of  country.     A  glance 
at  the  map  will  be  futhcient  to  fatisfy  any 
pcrfon  on  this  point ;  it  will  at  once  be  fcen, 
that  ;  11  the  rivers  of  the  adjacent  country 
bend   their  courfes  hither  wards.      Whether 
the  ridge,  however,  was  left  originally  entire, 
or  whether  a  break  was  left  in  it  for  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  rivers,  it  is  impoOile  at  this  day 
to  afcertain;    but  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
fides  of  the  gap  have  been  reduced  to  their 
prcfent  rugged  ftate  by  fome  great  inunda- 
tion.    Indeed,  fuppofing  that  the  Patowmac 
Vol.  I.  Ik  and 
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and  Shei^andoah  ever  rofe  during  a  ^ood,  a 
common  circumftance  in  fpring  and  autumn, 
only  equally  high  with  what  James  River  did 
in  1 79  5 1  that  is  fifteen  feet  above  their  ufual 
level,   fuch  a  circumilance  might  have  occa- 
lioned  a  very  material  alteration  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  gap.  .i,  ,'^t 
•vThe  Blue  Ridge,  on  each  fide  of  the  Pa- 
towmac,  is  formed,  from  the  foundation  to  the 
fummit,  of  large  rocks  depoiitcd  in  beds  of 
rich  foft  earth.     This  earth  is  very   readily 
washed  away,  and  in  that  cafe  the  rocks  con- 
fequently  become  loofe ;  indeed,  they  are  fre- 
quently loofencd  even  by  heavy  (howcrs  of 
rain  4    A  proof  of  this  came  within  my  own 
obfervation,  which  I  fhall  never  forget.    It 
had  been  raining  exceilively  hard  the  whole 
morning  of  that  day  on  which  I  arrived  at 
this  place;  the  evening  however  was  very  fine, 
and  being  anxious  to  behold  the  fcene  in  every 
point  of  view,  I  crolled  the  river,  and  afcend- 
ed  the  mountain  at  a  flcep  part  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide,  where  there  was  no  path,  and  many 
large   projcdting  rocks.      I  had  walked   up 
about  fifty  yards,  when  a  large  flone  that  I 
fet  my  foot  upon,  and  which  appeared  to  me 
perfectly  firm,  all  at  once  gave  way ;  it  had 
been  loofencd  by  the  rain,  and  brought  down 
fuch  a  heap  of  others  with  it  in  its  fall,  with 
fuch  a  tremendous  noile  at  the  fame  time, 
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that  X  tfiought  the  whole  mountain  was  com- 
ing upon  me,  and  expeded  every  moment  to 
be  dalhod  to  pieces.     I  Aid  down  about  twenty 
feet,  and  then  luckily  caught   hold  of  the 
branch  of  a  tree*  by  which  I  clung  ;  but  the 
ftones  ftill  continued  to  roll  down  heap  after 
heap  J   fe\rqral  times,  likewife,  after  all  had 
been  ftill  for  a  minute  or  two,  they  again  began 
to  fall  with  increafcd  violence.     In  this  ftate 
of  fufpenfe  I  was  kept  for  a  confiderable  time> 
not  knowing  but  that  fome  ftone  larger  than 
the  reft  might  give   way,    and  carry  down 
with  it  even  the  tree  by  which  I  held.     Un- 
ac(juainted  alio  with  the  paths  of  the  moun- 
tain, there  feemed  to  me  to  be  no  other  way 
of  getting  down,  excepting  over  the  fallen 
■  ftones,    a  way  whicli  I  contemplated  with 
horror.     Night  however  was  coming  on  very 
fad;  it  wa«  ablblutely  ncceflary  to  quit  the  fi- 
tuation  I  was  in,  and  fortunately  I  got  to  the 
bottom  without  receiving  any  further  injury 
than  two  or  three  flight  contufions  on  my  hips 
and  elbows.     The  people  congratulated  me 
when  I  came  back  on  my  efcape,  and  inform- 
ed me,  that  the  ftones  very  commonly  gave 
way  in  this  manner  after  heavy  falls  of  rain  j 
but  on  the  diilolution  of  a  large  body  of  fnow, 
immenfe  rocks,   they  faid>  would  fom;»tinics 
roll  down  With  a  crafh  that  mighc  be  heard 
for  miles.  '  The  confequences  then  of  a  large 
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rock  towards  the  bottom  of  the  moisTitain  be<^ 
ing  urtdermined  by  a  flood,  and  giving  way, 
may  be  very  readily  imagined :  the  rock  above 
it,  robbed  of  its  fupport,  would  Af  f6  fall ;  this 
would  bring  down  with  it  numbers  of  others 
with  which  it  was  connedted,  and  thus  a  dif- 
ruption  would  be  produced  from  the  bafe  to 
the  very  fummit  of  the  mountaini  'f^n^Hin-jad 
The  paflage  of  the  rivers  through  the  ridge 
at  this  place  is  certainly  a  curious  fcene,  and 
defcrving  of  attention ;  but  I'  am  far  from 
thinking  with' Mr.  Jefferfon,  that  it  is  '*  one 
of  the  moft  llupendous  fcenes  in  nature,  and 
worth  a  voyage  acrofs  the  Atlantic  ;'*  nor 
has  it  been  my  lot  to  meet  with  any  perfon 
that  had  been  a  fpedtator  of  the  fcene,  after 
reading  his  defcription  of  it,  but  what  alfo 
differed  with  him  very  materially  in  opinion. 
To  find  numberlefs  fcenes  more  ftupendbus, 
it  would  be  needlefs  to  go  farther  than  Wales. 
A  river,  it  is  true,  is  not  to  be  met  with  in 
that  country,  equal  in  fize  to  the  Patowmac; 
but  many  are  to  be  fcen  there,  rufliing  over 
their  ftony  beds  with  much  more  turbulence 
and  impetuofity  than  cither  the  Patowmac 
or  Shenandoah  :  the  rocks,  the  precipices,  and 
the  mountains  of  the  Blue  Ridge  at  this  place 
are  diminutive  and  uninterefting  alfo,  com- 
pared with  thofe  which  abound  in  that  cown-^' 
try.     Indeed,  from  every  part  of  Mr,  Jefferi^ 

fon's 


Ton's  defcription,  it  appears  as  if  he  had  be- 
held the  fcene,  not  in  its  prefent  {hte»  but  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  difruption  hap- 
pened, aod  when  every  thing  was  in  a  flate 
of  tumult  and  confufion.         ..   ^_. 

After  croffing  the  Patowmac,  I  paffed  on 
to  Frederic  in  Maryland,  which  has  already 
been  mentioned,  and  from  thenc;  to  Baltimore. 
The  country  between  Frederic  and  Baltimore 
is  by  no  means  fo  rich  as  that  wed  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  but  it  is  tolerably  well  cultivated. 
Iron  and  copper  are    found  here  in  many 
places.     No  works  of  any  confequence  have 
as  yet  been  eilabli(hed  for  the  manufadiure  of 
copper,  but  there  are  feveral  extenlive  iron 
works.     The  if  on  is  of  a  remarkable  tough 
quality;    indeed,    throughout   the  ftates   of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Pennfylvania,  it  is 
generally  fo ;  and  the  utenfils  made  of  it,  as 
pots,  kettles,  &;c.  thpugh  cad  much  thinner 
than  ufual  in  England,  will  adrxiit  of  being 
pitched  into  the  carts,    and  thrown  about, 
without  any  danger  of  being  broken.     Th^ 
forges  and  furnaces  arc  all  worked  by  pegroes, 
who  feem  to  be  particularly  iuit^d  to  fuch  an 
occupation,  not  only  on  account  of  their  fable  , 
complexions,  but  becaufe  they  can  fudain  a 
much  greater  degree  of  heat  than  white  pcr- 
fons,  without  any  inconvenience.    In  the  hot- 
ted days  ill  fummer  they  are  never  without 
fires  in  their  huts. 

R  3  The 


1^1 


i^ 


, 


I  y.< 


i 


\ 


iii^^Bee^ii^ 


246     TRAVELS  THRdlTGH  I^ORTH  AMERICA  ; 

*rhe  farms  and  plantatiotis 'm  'Maryland 
confift,  in  general,  of  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thoiifand  acres.     In  the  uppef  partk  of  the 
ftate,  towards  the  moCinfainis,  the  land  is  di- 
vided into  fmall  portions.     Grain  is  what  is 
principally  cultivated,  and  there  are  few  flaves. 
In  the  lower  parts  of  the  ftate,  and  in  this 
part   of  the  country   between  Frederic  and 
Baltimore,  the  plantations  are  extenfive  ;  large 
quantities  of  tobacco  are  raifed,  and  the  labour 
is  performed  almoft  entirely  by  negroes.  The 
perf jns  refiding  upon  thefe   large  plantations 
live  very  limilar  to  the  planters  in  Virginia: 
all  of  them  have  their  fte  wards  and  overfeers, 
and  they  give  themfclves  but  little  trouble 
about  the  management  of  the  lands.     As  in 
Virginia,  the  clothing  for  the  flaves,  and  moft 
of  the  implements  for  hufbandry,  are  manu- 
factured on  each  eftate.     The  quarters  of  the 
flaves  are  lituated  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the   principal  dwelling-houfe,    which  gives 
the  rcfidence  of  every  planter  the  appearance 
of  a  little  village,  juft  the  fame  as  in  Virginia. 
The  houfes  are  for   the   mofl:  part  built  of 
wood,  and  painted  with  Spanifli  brown  -,  and 
in  front  there  is  generally  a  long  porch,  paint- 
ed white; '";•  :'":.;',:*'    ..:.*  vu^  ..u,..^^. 
From  Baltimore  I  returned  to  Phitadelphia, 
where  I  arrived  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June, 
after  having  been  abfent  about  three  months. 
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During  the  whole  of  that  period  the  weather 
had  been  extremely  variable,  fcarcely  ever  re- 
maining alike  four  days  together.  As  early 
as  the  fourteenth  of  March,  in  Pennfylvania, 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer  flood  at  65°  at  noon 
day,  though  not  more  than  a  week  before,  it 
had  been  fo  low  as  14".  At  the  latter  end 
of  the  month,  in  Maryland,  I  fcarcely  ever 
obferved  it  higher  than  50'  at  noon:  the  even- 
ings were  always  cold,  and  the  weather  was 
fqually  and  wet.  In  the  northern  neck  of 
Virginia,  for  two  or  three  days  together,  during 
the  fecond  week  in  April,  it  rofe  from  80°  to 
84°,  in  the  middle  of  the  day  5  but  on  the  wind 
fuddenly  ihifting,  it  fell  again,  and  remained 
below  70*  for  fome  days.  As  I  palled  alon 
through  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia,  I  fre- 
quently afterwards  obferved  it  as  high  as  8o' 
during  the  month  of  April ;  but  on  no  day  in 
the  month  of  May,  previous  to  the  fourteenth, 
did.it  again  rife  to  the  fame  height ;  indeed, 
fo  far  from  it,  many  of  the  days  were  too  cold 
to  be  without  fires  j  and  on  the  night  of  the 
ninth  inftant,  when  I  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  South-weft  Mountains,  fo  Iharp  a 
froft  took  place,  that  it  deftroyed  all  the  cher- 
ries, and  alfo  moft  of  the  early  wheat,  and  of 
the  young  (hoots  of  Indian  corn;  in  fome 
particular  places,  for  miles  together,  the  young 
leaves  of  the  foreft  trees  even  were  all  wither- 
*.....  R4  ed, 
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cda^ndthe  Cfpuntrj^  liad  exg^y  the  appear-i 
ange  ^^\  Novepibejr,  On  the  f e«ath  inftant,  the 
day  gftsec  jthe  ftoft/  the  thqrmometcr  was,  as 
low.ai^  46^  m  the  jniddk,  of  tKe  day ;  yet  four 
d^ys  aft ef wards  it  ftood  at  8j)%-  >  Daring  the 
remainder  of  the  month,  and  during  June, 
until  X  reached  Philadelphia,  it  fluctuated  be- 
tween 60*  and  80° ;  the.  weather  was  on  the 
whole  fine,  but  frequently  for  a  day  or  two 
together  the  air  felt  extremely  raw  and  dif- 
agreeable.  The  changes  in  the  ftate  of  the 
atmofphere  were  alfo  fometimes  very  fudden. 
On  the  fixth  day  of  Jun*"  when  oa  my  way 
to. Frederic  Town,.after  pafling  the  Patowmac 
River,,  the  mqft,  remarkable  change  of  this 
nature  tpok  place  which  I  ever  wi^nefled. 
The  inorqing  had  been  opprefliyely  hot  j  the 
thernpfom^ter  at  .8 1%  apd  the  wind  ,S.  S*  W. 
About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  black 
cloud  appeared  in  the  hori:^on,  anda  tremen-r 
dous  guft  came  on,  accompanied  by  thunder 
and  ligJb^ning }  fevecal  large  trees  were  torn  up. 
by  the  roots  by  the  wind;  hail  ftones,  about 
thr^q  tildes  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  pea,  fell: 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  afterwards  a  tprreot  of 
rain, came  pouring  4own,  nearly  as  if  a  water-, 
fpout  had,  broken  over  head,  Jiuft  before  the 
guft  came  pn,  I  had  fvifpendedmy  thermometer 
fropi  a  window  with  a  northern  afpe<ft,  when 
it  flood  at  Si"  i  but,  on  looking  at  it  at  the. 

-5riJ  --  '"^ 


«nd  of  twenty-three  minutes;  by  which  time 
the  guft  was  completely  ^ver/ 1  found  if  down 
to  59%  a  change  of  22°.  A  north-weft  wind 
now  fet  in,  the  evening  was  moft  delightful, 
and  the  thermometer  again  rofe  to  65^  In 
JPennlyl  v»ania  the  thermometer  has  been  known 
to  vary  fifty  degrees  in  the  ipace  of  twenty- 
fix  hours. 

The  climate  of  the  middle  and  fouthern 
ftates  is  extremely  variable;  the  feafons  of  two 
fucceeding  years  are  feldom  alike ;  and  it 
fcarcely  ever  happens  that  a  month  pa/Te- 
over  without  very  great  viciflltudes  in'  the 
weather  taking  place.  Do<5tor  Rittehhoufe 
remarked,  that  whilft  he  refidcd  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  he  difcovered  nightly  frofh  in  every 
month  of  the  year  excepting  July,  arid  even  in 
that  month j  during  which  the  heat  is  Always 
greater  than  at  any  other  time  bf  the  yeir,  a 
cold  day  or  two  fometimes  intervene,  when  a 
iire  is  found  very  agreeable.'"  '-^i^^'-^-^^^^i  •^'J*^ ' 

The  climate  of  the  Aate  of  New  York  is 
very  fimilarto  that  of  Pennfylvania,  excepting 
that  in  the  northern  parts  of  that  ftate,  border- 
ing upon  Canada,  the  winters  are  til  ways  fevere 
and  long.  The  climate  of  Now  Jerfcy,  Dela- 
ware, and  the  upper  parts  of  Maryland,  is  alfo 
much  the  fame  with  that  of  Pennfylvania ;  in 
the  lower  parts  of  Maryland  the  climate  does 
not  differ  materially  from  that  of  Virginia  tp 
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the  eairtward  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  where  it  veiy 
rarely  happens  that  the  thermometer  is  as  low 
as  6°  above  cipher. 

In  Pennfylvania,  the  range  of  the  mercury  in 
Fahrerilicit's  thermometer  has  been  obferved 
to  be  from  24"  below  cipher  to  105*  above  it; 
but  it  is  an  unufual  occurrence  for  the  mercury 
to  ftand  at  either  of  thefe  extreme  points  3  in 
its  approach  towards  them  it  commonly  draws 
much  nearer  to  the  extreme  of  heat  than  to 
that  of  cold.  During  the  winter  of  if  95,  and 
the  three  preceding  years,  it  did  not  fink  lower 
than  10°  above  cipher;  a  fummer  however 
feldom  pafTes  over  that  it  does  not  rife  to  96°. 
It  was  mentioned  as  a  fingular  circumftance, 
that  in  1789  the  thermometer  never  rofe 
higher  than  90".  .1 

Of  the  oppreffion  that  is  felt  from  the  fum- 
mer heats  in  America,  no  accurate  idea  can  be 
formed  without  knowing  the  exatft  ftate  of 
the  hygrometer  as  well  as  the  height  of  the 
thermometer.  The  moidure  of  the  air  varies 
very  much  in  different  parts  of  the  country ; 
it  alfo  varies  in  all  parts  with  the  winds ;  and 
it  is  furprifing  to  find  what  a  much  greater 
degree  of  heat  can  be  borne  without  incon- 
venience when  the  air  is  dry  than  when  it  is 
moift.  In  New  England,  in  a  remarkable  dry 
air,  the  heat  is  not  found  more  in fuppor table 
when  the  thermometer  (lands  at  100%  than  it 
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is  in  the  lower  part-^  of  the  fouthern  iftates, 
where  the  air  is  moift,  when  the  thermometer 
ftands  perhaps  at  90%  that  is,  luppofing  the 
wind  to  be  in  the  fame  quarter  in  both  places. 
In  fpeaking  of  Virginia  I  have  taken  notice  of 
the  great  difference  that  is  found  between  the 
climate  of  the  mountains  and  the  climate  of 
the  low  country  in  that  ftate.  The  cafe  is  the 
fame  in  every  other  part  of  the  country.  From 
the  mountains  in  New  England,  along  the 
different  ridges  which  run  through  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennlylvania,  Mal-yland,  and  the 
fouthern  flates,  even  to  the  extremity  of 
Georgia,  the  heat  is  never  found  very  oppref- 
iive  ;  whilfl  as  far  north  as  Pennfylvania  and 
New  York,  the  heat  in  the  low  parts  of  the 
country,  between  the  mountains  and  the  ocean, 
is  frequently  intolerable. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  few  days  that  I  have 
fpent  in  Philadelphia,  during  this  month,  the 
thermometer  has  rifen  repeatedly  to  86%  and 
for  two  or  three  days  it  flood  at  93°.  During 
thefe  days  no  one  flirred  out  of  doors  that  was 
not  compelled  to  do  fo ;  thofe  that  could  make 
it  convenient  with  their  bufmefs  always  walk- 
ed with  unibrellas  to  fliade  them  from  the 
fun ;  light  white  hats  were  univerfally  worn, 
and  the  young  men  appeared  dreffed  in  cotton 
or  linen  jackets  and  trowfers  ;  every  gleam  of 
funfhine  feemed  to  be  confidered  as  baneful 
*'^  and 
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and  deftruftiye  J  the  window  ibuttcrs  of  each 
hoqle  were  clofed  early  in  the  morning,  {a  as 
to  admit  no  move  light  than  what  was  abfo- 
lutely  neneffary  for  domeftic  bufinefs ;  many 
of  the  houfes,  indeed,  were  kept  fo  dark,  that 
on  going  into  them  from  the  ftreet,  it  was  im- 
paffible  at  firft  entrance  to  perceive  who  was 
prefent.  The  beft  houfes  in  the  city  are  fur- 
nished with  Venetian  bhnds,  at  the  outfide,  to 
the  windows  and  hall  doors,  which  are  made  to 
fold  together  like  common  window  fliutters. 
Where  they  had  thefe,  they  conft^ntly  kept 
them  clofedy  and  the  windows  and  doors  were 
left  open  behind  them  to  admit  air.  A  very 
different  fcene  was  prefentcd  in  the  city  as 
foon  as  the  fun  was  fet ;  every  hou£e  was  then 
thrown  open,  and  the  inhabitants  all  crowded 
into  the  ftreets,  to  take  their  evening  walks, 
and  viAt  their  acquaintance.  It  appeared  every 
night  as  if  fome  grand  fpe«^aclc  was  to  be 
exhibited,  for  not  a  flreet  or  alley  was  there, 
but  what  was  in  a  ilate  of  commotion.  This 
varied  fccne  ufually  laded  till  about  ten  o'clock; 
at  eleven  there  is  no  city  in  the  world,  perhaps, 
io  quiet  all  the  year  round ;  at  that  hour  you 
may  walk  ov^r  half  the  town  without  feeing 
the  (ace  of  a  human  being,  except  the  watchr 
m^n.  Vpry  heavy  dews  foqietimcs  fall  after 
thcii^  hot  days,  as  foon  as  thc/unis  down,  and 
th<^  niglUp  ^e  then  found  very  cold  -,  at  other 
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times  there  are  no  dews,  and  the  air  remains 
hot  all  the  night  through.  For  days  together 
in  Philadelphia,  the  thermometer  has  been 
obferved  ncvtir  to  be  lower  than  80"  during 
any  part  of  th e  t we n ty- fou r  h ou rs .  *  •- ' >  >fi  -/i  M . « 
-  I  obfervc  now  that  meat  can  never  be 
kept,  but  in  an  ice  houfe  or  a  remarkable 
cold  cellar,  for  one  day,  without  being  tainted. 
Milk  generally  turns  four  in  tlie  courfe  of  or»e 
ar  two  hours  after  it  comes  from  the  cow. 
Fifh  is  never  brought  to  market  without  being 
covered  with  hunps  of  ice,  and  notwith- 
flanding  that  care,  it  frequently  happens  that 
it  is  not  fit  to  be  eat.  Butter  is  brought  to 
market  likewife  in  ice,  which  they  generally 
have  in  great  plenty  at  every  farm  houfe ; 
indeed  it  is  almoft  confidercd  as  a  neccfTtiry 
of  life,  in  thefe  low  parts  of  the  country. 
Poultry  intended  for  dinner  is  never  killed  till 
iibout  four  hours  before  the  time  it  is  wanted, 
and  then  it  is  kept  immerfed  in,  water,  without 
which  precaution  it  would  be  tainted.  Notu^ 
withftanding  all  this,  I  have  been  told,  that 
were  I  to  fhy  in  Philadelphia  till  the  latter  • 
end  of  July  or  beginning  of  Auguft,  I  fliould 
find  the  heat  much  more  intolerable  thin  it- 
has  been  hitherto.  Moft  of  the  other  brgc 
ica  port  towns,  fouth  of  Philidclphia,  are 
equally  hot  and  difagreeable  in  fummcr;  ahd* 
'  ••     .  ■    •       •■         '    J3altimore» 
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Baltimore^  Norfolk,  and  fome  others,  evert 
more  fo. 

The  winds  in  every  part  of  the  country 
make  a  prodigious  difference  in  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  air.  When  the  north-weft  wind 
blows,  the  heat  is  always  found  more  tolerable 
than  with  any  other,  although  the  thermome- 
ter fliould  be  at  the  fame  height.  This  wind 
is  uncommonly  dry,  and  brings  with  it  frefli 
animation  and  vigour  to  every  living  thing. 
Although  this  wind  is  fo  very  piercing  in 
winter,  yet  I  think  the  people  never  complain 
fo  much  of  cold  as  when  the  north-eaft  wind 
blows ;  for  my  own  part  I  never  found  the  air 
fo  agreeable,  let  the  feaion  of  the  year  be  what 
it  would,  as  with  the  north-weft  wind.  The 
north-eaft  wind  is  ulfo  cold,  but  it  renders  the 
air  raw  and  damp.  That  from  the  fouth- 
eaft  is  damp  bat  warm.  Rain  or  fnow  uftially 
falls  when  the  wind  comes  from  any  point 
towards  the  caft.  The  fouth-weft  wind,  like 
the  nonh-u'cft,  is  dryj  but  it  is  attended 
generally  with  warm  weather.  When  in  a 
fouthcrly  point,  gulb,  as  they  are  called,  that 
is,  Itorms  attended  with  thunder,  lightning, 
hail,  and  rain,  are  common.      ..■  +  •      '  .f 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  dilliculty  to  account 
for  thcfc  various  eCcLis  ot  tlie  wind  in  Ame- 
rica.    Tlic  north-weft  wniJ,   from  coming 
o  over 
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over  fuch  an  immenfe  tra(ft  of  land,  muft  ne- 
ceffarily   be    dry ;   and  coming  from  regions 
eternally  covered  with  mounds  of  fnow  and 
ice,  it  muft  alfo  be  cold.     The  north-eaft 
wind,  from  traverfing  the  frozen  feas,  muftbe 
cold  likewife  j  but  from  paffing  over  fuch  a 
large  portion  of  the  watry  main  afterwards,  it 
brings  damps  and  moiftures  with  it.    All  thofe 
from  the  eaft  are  damp,  and  loaded  u'lth  va- 
pours, from  the  fame  caufe.   Southerly  winds, 
from  croffing  the  warm  regions  between  the 
tropics,  are  attended  with  heat;  and  the  fouth- 
weft  wind,  from  paffing,  like  the  north-well:, 
over  a  great  extent  of  land,  is  dry  at  the  fame 
time ;  none  hov^ever  is  fo  dry  as  that  from  the 
north-weft.    It  is  faid,  but  with  what  truth  I 
cannot  take  upon   me  to  fay,  that  weft  of 
the  Alleghany  and  Appalachian   mountains, 
which  are  all  in  the  fame  range,  the  fouth- 
weft  winds  arc  cold  and  attended  with  rain. 
Thofe  great  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  ob- 
fervable  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  mountains, 
are  unknown  to  the  well  ward  of  them. 
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L  RT  T  E  R     XIX.   ^  -?*« 
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Travelling  in  America  without  a  Companion 
7iQt  pleafant. — Meet  two  Englijh  Gentlemen. 
— ^et  out  together  for  Canada.. — Defer  iption 

•  of  the  Country  between  Philadelphia  and  New 
Tork.  —  Brijlol.  —  Trenton, — Princeton. — 

.;-  College  there. — Some  Account  of  it. — Brunf 

»  wick. — Pofaik  Water -fall.—rCopper  Mine.-^ 
Singular  Difcovery  thereof, — New  Tork, — 
Defer  iption  of  the  City. — CharaSier  and  Man- 
ners of  the  Inhabitants. — Leave  it  abruptly 
on  Account  of  the  Fevers. — PaJ/age  up  North 

1  River  from  New  Tork  to  Albany. — Great 
Beauty  of  the  North  River. — Weji  Point. — 
Highlands. — Gujis  of  JVifid  cofnmon  in  paffing 

.  them. — Albany. — Defcription  of  the  City  and 
Inhabitants. — Celebration  of  the  ^th  of  July. 
— Annivcrfary  of  American  Independence,  ^. 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  ■  Albany,  July.   ' 

T  Was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Philadelphia 
lor  New  York,  intending  from  thence  to 
proceed  to  Canada,  when  chance  brought  mc 
into  the  company  of  two  young  gentlemen 
from  England,  each  of  whom  was  feparately 
preparing  to  fet  off  on  a  fimilar  cxciirijon. 
A  rational  and  agreeable  companion,  to  whom 
you  might  communicate  the  refujic  of  your 
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obfervations,  and  with  whom  you  might  in- 
terchange fentiments  on  all  occafions,  could 
not  but  be  deemed  a  plcafing  acquifition,  £ 
(hould  imagine,  by  a  perfon  on  a  journey 
through  a  foreign  land.  Were  any  one  to 
be  found,  however,  of  a  different  opinion,  I 
(hould  venture  to  affirm,  that  ere  he  travelled 
far  through  the  United  States  of  America, 
where  there  are  fo  few  inhabitants  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  the  country ;  where, 
•in  going  from  one  town  to  another,  it  is  fre- 
quently necfeffary  to  pafs  for  many  miles  to- 
gether through  dreary  woods  ;  and  where, 
even  in  the  towns,  a  few  of  thofe  fea-ports 
indeed  excepted  which  are  open  to  the  At- 
lantic, there  is  fuch  famenefs  in  the  cufloms, 
manners,  and  convcrfation  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  fo  little  amongft  them  that  intercfts  eitlicr 
the  head  or  the  heart ;  he  would  not  only  Ipe 
induced  to  think  that  a  companion  mufl  add 
to  the  pleafure  of  a  journey,  but  were  ablb- 
lutely  neceflary  to  prevent  its  appearing  inlipid, 
and  at  times  highly  irkfome  to  him.  ' 
•"  For  my  own  part,  I  .had  fully  determined 
in  my  own  mind,  upon  returning  from  my  tour 
beyond  the  Blue  Mountains,  never  again  to 
fet  out  on  a  journey  alone  through  any  part  of 
America,  if  I  could  poffibly  procure  an  agree- 
able companion.  The  gentlemen  I  met  with 
had,  as  well  as  myfdf,  travelled  widely  tlirough 
Vol.  I,  S  different 
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tjS  TRAVELS  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA : 
different  parts  of  the  United  States, and  formed 
nearly  the  fame  refolution;  we  accordingly 
agreed  to  go  forward  to  Canada  together,  and 
having  engaged  a  carriage  for  ourfelves  as  far 
as  New  York,  we  quitted  the  clofe  and  difa- 
greeable  city  of  Philadelphia  on  t}ie  twentieth 
of  June,      '  n     .r  •     ,       :,r'  ,.      ^    ;  f^     ■ 

The  road,  for  the  firfl:  twenty-five  miles, 
runs  very  near  the  River  Delaware,  which 
appears  to  great  advantage  through  openings 
in  the  woods  that  are  feattered  along  its  fhore§. 
From  the  town  of  Briftol  in  particular, 
which  ftands  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  banks, 
twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia,  it  is  {qqxi 
in  a  moft  plcafing  point  of  view.  .The  river, 
here  about  one  mile  wide,  winds  majeiti- 
cally  round  the  point  whereon  die  town  is 
built,  and  for  many  miles^  both  upwards  and 
downwards,  it  may  be  traced  through  a  rich 
country,  flowing  gently  along :  in  general  it 
is  covered  with  innumerable  little  floops  and 
fchooners.  Oppofite  to  Briftol  ftands  the  city 
of  Burlington,  one  of  the  largeft  in  New  Jer- 
sey, built  partly  upon  an  ifland  and  partly  on 
the  main  (liore.  It  makes  a  good  appearance, 
and  adds  confiderably  to  the  bedutyofthe 
profpea  from  Briftol.  v  ^» 

Ten  miles  farther  on,  op^o^itc  to  Trenton, 
which  (lands  at  the  head  of  the  floop  navi- 
gation, you  crofs  the  river.     The  falls  or  ra- 
'9'  -.  ,.  pids. 
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pids,  that  prevent  boats  from  afcending  any 
higher,  appear  in  full  view  as  you  pafs,  but 
their  profpedt  is  in  no  way  plealing ;  beyond 
them,  the  navigation  may  be  purfued  for 
upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  in  fmall  boats. 
Trenton  is  thr  capital  of  New  Jerfey,  and 
contains  about  two  hundred  houfes,  together 
with  four  churches.  The  flreets  are  com- 
modious, and  the  houfes  neatly  built.  The 
ftate-houfe,  in  which  congrefs  met  for  fome 
time  during  the  war,  is  a  heavy  clumfy  edifice. 
Twelve  miles  from  Trenton,  ftands  Prince- 
ton, a  negt  town,  containing  about  eighty  dwel- 
lings ii.  one  long  ftreet.  Here  is  a  large  col- 
lege, held  in  much  repute  by  the  neighbouring 
flates.  The  number  of  fludents  amounts  to 
upwards  of  feventy  ;  from  their  appearance, 
however,  and  the  courfe  of  (ludies  they  feem 
to  be  engaged  in,  like  all  the  other  American 
colleges  I  ever  faw,  it  better  deferves  the  title 
of  a  grammar  fchool  than  a  college.  The 
library, which  we  \v  .^rc  fliewn,  is  moft  wretched, 
coniifting,  for  the  moft  part,  of  old  theolo- 
gical books,  not  even  arranged  with  any  regu- 
larity. An  orrery,  contrived  by  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhoufe,  whofe  talents  are  fo  much  boaftcd 
of  by  his  countrymen,  ilands  at  one  end  of 
the  apartment,  but  it  is  quite  out  of  repair,  as 
well  as  a  few  detached  parts  of  a  philoibphicdi 

S  2  apparatus. 
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apparatus,  enclofed  in  the  fame  glafs  cafe.  At 
the  oppofite  end  of  the  room,  are  two  fmall 
Clipboards,  which  are  fliewn  as  the  mufeum. 
Thefe  contain  a  couple  of  fmall  fluffed  alli- 
gators, and  a  few  lingular  fiflies,  in  a  miferable 
ftate  of  prefervation,  the  fkins  of  them  being 
tattered  in  innumerable  places,  from  their 
being  repeatedly  tofled  about.  The  building 
is  very  plain,  and  of  flone;  it  is  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  in  front,  and  four  flories  high,  ? 
•  The  next  flage  from  Princeton  is  Brunf- 
wick,  containing  about  two  hundred  houfes ; 
there  is  nothing  very  deferving  of  attention 
in  it,  excepting  it  be  the  very  neat  and  com- 
modious wooden  bridge  that  has  been  thrown 
acrofs  the  Raritan  River,  which  is  about  two 
hundred  paces  over.  The  part  over  the  chan- 
nel is  contrived  to  draw  up,  and  on  each  fide 
is  a  footway  guarded  by  rails,  and  ornamented 
Avith  lamps.  Elizabeth  Town  and  New^ark, 
-which  you  afterwards  pafs  through'  in  fuccef- 
iion,  are. both  of  them  cheerful  lively  looking 
places :  neither  of  them  is  paved.  Newark  is 
Jbuilt  in  a  {Iraggling  manner,  and  has  very 
much  the  appearance  of  a  large  Engliih  vil- 
lage :  there  is  agreeable  fociety  in  this  town. 
Thefe  two  towns  are  only  eight  miles  apart, 
and  each  of  tlicm  has  one  or  two  excellent 
thujrcUes,  Vk^hofe  uU  fpires  appear  very  beau- 

.U/i>dfi  2i.b,!i;  ^.-.oiifii  ♦/ Jn.r.'/i  io  5bi/.7/qu    ..    ^^^^ 
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tiful  as  you  approach  at  a  dillance,  peeping 
up  above  the  woods  by  which  they  are  en- 
circled  ■'^'<^yS^  ci.  \\;i;^ii\.  vi'.    iiJui.'/    ,;  . u:  ;ui 'li . 

The  ftate  of  New  Jerfey,  meafured  from 
north  to  fouth,  is  about  one  hundred  and  fixty 
miles  in  length ;  it  varies  in  breadth  from  forty 
to  eighty  miles.     The  northern  part  of  it  is 
croiled  by  the  blue  ridge  of  mountains,  running 
through    Pennfylvania  J    and   iliooting  off  in 
differeht  diredlions  from  this  ridge,  there  are 
feyeral  other  fmall  mountains  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.    The  fouthern  part  of  the  ftate,  on 
the  contrary,  which  lies  towards  the  fea,  is 
extremely  flat  and  fandy  j  it  is  covered  for 
miles  together  with  pine  trees  alone,  ufually 
called  pine  barrens,  and  is  very  little  cultivated. 
The  middle  part,    which  is  croffed  in  going 
from  Philadelphia  to    New   York,   abounds 
with  extenfive  tradls  of  good  land ;    the  foil 
varies,  however,  confidcrably,  in  fome  places 
being  fandy,  in  others  ftoney,  and  in  others 
conlifting  of  a  rich  brown  mould.     This  part 
of  the  ftate,  as  far  as  Newark,  is  on  the  whole 
well  cultivated,  and  fcattered  about  in  difierent 
places  are  fome  excellent  farm  houfes  j  a  good 
deal  of  uncleared  land,  however,  ftill  remains. 
Beyond  Newark  the  country  is  extremely  i3at 
and  marfhy.     Between  the  town  and  the  Po- 
faick  River  there  is  one  marlh,  which  alone 
extends  upwards  of  twenty  miles,  and  is  about 
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two  miles  wide  where  you  pafs  over  it.     The 
foad  15  here  formed  with  large  logs  of  wood  laid 
clofe  together,  and  on  each  fide  are  ditches  to 
keep  it  dry.     This  was  the  firft  place  where 
we  met  with  mufquitoes,  and  they  annoyed  us 
not  a  little  in  paffing.    Towards  the  latter 
cndof  thefummer,  Philadelphia  is  much  in- 
fefted  with  them ;  but  they  had  not  made 
their  appearance  when  we  left  that  city.    The 
Pofaick  River  runs  clofe  upon  the  borders  of 
this  marfh,  and  there  is  an  excellent  wooden 
bridge  acrofs  it,  fomewhat  fimDar  to  that  at 
New    Brunfwick   over  the    Raritan    River. 
About  fifteen  miles  above  it  there  is  a  very  re- 
markable fall  in  the  river.     The  river,  at  the 
fall,  is  about  fori'/  yards  wide,  and  flows  with 
a  gentle  current  till  it  comes  within  a  few  per- 
ches of  the  edge  of  the  fall,  when  it  fuddenly 
precipitates  itfelf,  in  one  entire  (heet,  over  a 
ledge  of  rocks  of  nearly  eighty  fe^t  in  perpen- 
I'dicular  height;  below,  it  roris  on  through  a 
chafm,  formed  of  immenfe  rocks  on  each  fide; 
they  are  higher  than  the  fall,  and  feem  to  have 

'.  been  6nce  united  together.  1*5110,^  Yi'- a:;    ,• 
'*^  In  this  neighbourhood  there  is  a  very  rich 
copper  mine:  repeated  attempts •  have   been 
'made  to  work  it;  but  whether  the  price  of 

:'  labour  be  too  great  for  fuch  an  undertaking, 

'"or  the  proprietors  have  not  proceeded  with 

judgment,  certain  k  is,  that  they  have  always 

'  '  mifcarried. 
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mifcarriedj  and  fuftained  very  conliderable 
lofles  thereby.  This  mine  was  firft  difcovered 
in  17511  by  a  perfon  who,  pafling  along  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  oblbrved  a  blue 
flame,  about  the  fize  of  a  man,  ilTuipg  irom 
the  earth,  which  afterwards  fcon  died  away : 
he  marked  the  place  with  a  ftake ;  and  when 
the  hill  was  opened,  feveral  large  lumps  of  vir- 
gin copper  were  found.  The  vein  of  copper 
in  the  mine  is  faid  to  be  much  richer  now  than 
when  firft  opened. 

-    From  the  Pofaick  to  the  North  River  the 
jcountry  is  hilly,  barren,  and  uninterefting,  till 
you  come  very  near  the  latter,  when  a  noble 
view  opens  all  at  once  of  the  city  of  New  York 
ion  the  oppofite  (hore,  of  the  harbour,  and 
flipping.     The  river,  which  is  very  grand, 
can  be  traced  for  feveral  miles  above  the  city ; 
the  banks  are  very  fteep  on  the  Jerfey  fide, 
tand  beautifully  wooded,  the  trees  almoft  dip- 
ping into  the  water  :  numbers  of  veiTels  plying 
about  in  every  part,  render  the  fcene  extremely 
fprightly  and  interefling.   ■  r-.Ht^ '^  »^rt  \>  d- 
i v.-  New  York  is  built  on  an  ifland  of  its  own 
name,  formed  by  the  North  and  the  Eaft 
■:Rivers,  and  a  creek  or  inlet  connejdling  both  of 
thefe  together.     The  ifland  is  fourteen  miles 
long,  and,  on  an  average,  about  one  mil^  in 
.breadth;   at  its  fouthern  extrenxity  ftandsuhc 
;city,  which  ej^tqnds  frotnqnc  rlyep,^otheot)ier. 

S  4  The 


*#*»••  w**  - .  •  »4  -. 


Sr       I 


i'    ! 


264     TRAVELS  THROUGH  NORTH  AMERICA  : 

The  North,  C^-Hudfon  River,  is  nearly  two 
miles  wide  V  the  Eaft,  or  the  North^caft  one, 
as  it  (hould  rathecbc  called,  is  not  quite  fo 
broad.  The  depth  of  water  in  each,  clofe  to 
the  city,  is  fufficient  for  the  largeft  merchant 
veffels.  The  principal  feat  of  trade,  however, 
is  on  the  Eaft  River,  and  moft  of  the  veflcls 
lie  there,  as  during  winter  the  navigation  of 
that  river  is  not  fo  foon  impeded  by  the  ice. 
At  this  fide  of  the  tow^n  the  houfes  and  ftores 
are  built  as  clofely  as  poffible.  The  ftreets  arc 
narrow  and  inconvenient,  and,  as  but  too  com- 
monly is  the  cafe  in  feaport  towns,  very  dirty, 
and,  tonfequently,  during  the  fummer  feafon, 
dreadfully  unhealthy.  It  was  in  this  part  of 
the  town  that  the  yellow  fever  raged  with  fuch 
violence  in  17955  and  during  1 796,  many  per- 
foris  thiit  remained  very  conftantly  there,  alfo 
fell  victims  to  a  fever,  which,  if  not  the  yellow 
fever.  Was  very  like  it.  The  ftreets  near  the 
North  River  are  much  more  airyj  but  the 
moft  a^eeable  part  of  the  town  is  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  battery,  on  the  fouthern  point 
ofthfe  ifland,  at  the  confluence  of  the  two 
river^.  When  New  York  was  in  pofTeflion  of 
the  Englifti,  this  battery  confifted  of  two  or 
mote  tiers  of  guns,  one  above  the  other  ;  but 
it  is  now  cut  ilu'^n,  and  affords  a  moft  charm* 
ing  Walk,  and,  on  a  fummer's  evening,  is 
crowded  with  people,  as  it  is  open  to  the 
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breezes  from  the  fea,  which  render  it  particu^ 
larly  a^^reeable  at  that  fcafon.  There  is  a  fine 
view  from  it  of  the  roads.  Long  and  Staten 
Iflands,  and  Jeriey  (hore.  At  the  tim^  of  high 
water,  the  fcene  is  always  interefting  on  account 
of  the  number  of  vefTels  failing  in  and  out  of 
port  J  fueh  as  go  into  the  Eaft  River  pafs  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  walls  of  the  battery. 

From  the  battery  a  handfome  ftreet,  about 
feventy  feet  wide,  called  Broadway,  runs  due 
north  through  the  town  ;  between  it  and  the 
North  River  run  feveral  ftreets  at. right  aoglcs, 
as  you  pafs  which  you  catch  a  view  of  the  wa- 
ter, and  boats  plying  up  .and  down ;  thedii^ant; 
fhore  of  the  river  alfo  is  fee  n  to  great  ad  van-* 
tage.  Had  tho  ftreets  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
Broadway  been  alfc  carried  down  to  the  -Bail; 
River,  the  effc&.  would  have  been  beauti%l,;|br 
Broadway  runs  along  a  ridge  of  high  gn^nd 
between  the  two  rivers  j  it  would  have  con- 
tributed alfo  very  much  to  the  health  of  the 
place  J  if,  added  to  this,  a  fpacious  quay  had 
been  formed  the  entire  length  of  the  city,  oa 
either  fide,  inftead  of  having  the  borders  of  the 
rivers  crowded  with  confufed  heaps  of  wooden 
ftore  houfes,  built  upon  wharfs  projeding  one 
beyond  another  in  every  diredlion,  New.  York 
would  have  betn  one  of  the  moft  be*u^jfwj  fea- 
ports  in  the  world.  All  thefea-ports  in  America 
appear  to  great  difadvantage  from  the  w^ter, 
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when  you  approach  near  to  them,  from  the 
fhores  being  crowded  in  this  manner  with  ir- 
regular mad'es  of  wooden  houfes,  ftandingas  it 
were  in  the  water.     The  federal  city,   where 
they  have  already  begun  4:o  ered  the  fame  kind 
of  wooden  wharfs  and  ftore-houfes  without 
any  regularity,  will  be  juft  the  fame.     It  is 
aftonifliing,  that  in  laying  out  that  city,  a  grand 
quay  was  not  thought  of  in  the  plan ;  it  would 
certainly  have  afforded  equal,  if  not  greater 
accommodation  for  the  fhipping,  and  it  would 
have  added  wonderfully  to  the  embelliiliment 
©f  the  city •'^^"'^''^  t^i  r"4'»^<'>«M  ii»'iJ.  -  cPiv.*'-* 
*:  Many  of  the  private  houfes  in  New  York 
are  very  good,  particularly  thofe  in  Broadway. 
Of  the  public  buildings,  therearc  none  which 
are  very  ftriking.     The  churches  and  houfes 
for  public  worfliip,  amount  to  no  lefs  than 
twenty-two  J  four  of  them  are  for  Prelbyte- 
rians,  three  for  Epifcopalians  of  the  church  of 
England,  three  for  Dutch  Rtformills,  two  for 
German  Lutherans  and  Calvinilts,   two  for 
Quakers,  two  for  Baptifts,  two  for  Methodiils, 
one  for  French  Proteftants,  one  for  Moravi- 
ans,  one  for  Roman  Catholics,  and  one  for 

Jews.  i^»v*"I  i&  vjt» *BfTf*'J Ji ' mHi  tmirjivini 
*  According  to  the  cenfus  in  1790,  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  New  Yoik  was  found  to 
bo  thirty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  frto  pcrfous,  and  two  thoufand  one  hua- 
<f?  V  dred 
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drtd  and  eighty  flavcs;    but  at  prefcnt  the 
number  is  fuppofed  to  amount  at  leaft  to  forty 
thoufand.     The  inhabitants  have  long  been 
diftinguiflied  above  thofeof  all  the  other  towns 
in  the  United  States,  except  it  be  tlie  people 
of  Charlefton,  for  their  poHtenefs,  gaiety,  and 
hofpitaUty  j  and,   indeed,  in  thefe  points  they 
are  more  ftrikingly  fuperior  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  large   towns.      Their  public 
amufcmcnts  confiftin  dancing  and  card  aflem- 
blies,  and  thcatrkal  exhibitions ;  for  the  for- 
mer, a  fpacious  fuitc  of  rooms  has  lately  been 
cred:ed.     The  theatre  is  of  wood,  and  a  mod 
miferabJe  edifice  it  is  j  but  a  new  one  is  now 
building  on  a  grand  fcale,  which«  it  is  thought, 
will  be  as  much  too  large  for  the  town  as  the 
other  is  too  fmall.    . ;.       .,  u^r  *  ;  ir^^^^'-h. 
Being  anxious  to  proceed  on  oiir  journey 
before  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced,  and 
alfo    particularly   defijous   of  quitting  New 
York  on  account  of  the  fevers,  which,  it  was 
rumoured,  were  incrcafmg  very  faft,  we  took 
our  paffage  for  Albany,  in  one  of  the  (loops 
trading  conftantly  on  the  North  River,  be- 
tween New  York  and  that  place,  and  em- 
barked on  the  fccond  day  of  July,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.     Scarcely  a  breath 
of  air  was  flirring  at  the  time;  but  the  tide 
carried  us  up  at  the  rate  of  about  two  mile> 
and  a  half  an  hour.     The  (ky  remained  all  day 
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as  fcrene  as  poflible,  and  as  the  water  was 
perfectly  fmooth,  it  refleded  in  a  moft  beauti- 
ful manner  the  images  of  the  various  objeds 
on  the  fliore,  and  of  the  numerous  veflels 
difperfed  along  the  river  at  different  dif- 
tances,  and  which  feemcd  to  glide  along,  as 
it  were,  by  the  power  of  magic,  for  the  fails 
all  hung  down  loofe  and  motionlef?.  The 
fun,  fetting  in  all  his  glory,  added  frefh  beau- 
ties to  this  calm  and  peaceable  fcene,  and  per- 
mitted us  for  the  laH:  time  to  behold  the 
diftant  fpires  of  New  York,  illumined  by  his 
parting  rays.  To  defcribe  all  the  grand  and 
beautiful  profpedls  prefented  to  the  view  on 
paffing  along  this  noble  river,  would  be  aii 
endlcfs  tafk  j  all  the  various  effeds  that  dan  be 
fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  happy  combination  of 
wood  and  water,  of  hill  and  dale,  are  here  feen 
in  the  greateft  perfection.  In  fome  places  the 
river  expands  to  the  breadth  of  five  or  fix 
miles,  in  others  it  narrows  to  that  of  a  few 
hundred  yards,  and  in  various  parts  it  is  inter- 
fperfed  with  illands ;  in  fome  places  again  its 
courfo  can  be  traced  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  whild  in  others  it  is  fuddenly  lofl  to  the  t . 
view,  as  it  winds  between  its  lofty  banks  ; 
here  mountains  covered  with  rocks  and  trees 
rife  almofl  perpendicularly  out  of  the  water ; 
there  a  fine  champaign  country  prefents  itfelf, 
cultivated  to  the  very  margin  of  the  river, 
».i  whilil 
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whilft  neat    farm   houfes   and  diftant  towns 
cmbellini  the  charming  landfcapes. 

After  funfet,  a  brifk  wind  fprang  up,  which 
carried  us  on  at  the  rate  of  (ix  or  {even  miles 
an  hour  for  a  confiderable  part  of  the  night; 
but  for  fome  hours  we  had  to  lie  at  anchor  at 
a  place  where  the  navigation  of  the  river  was 
too  difficult  to  proceed  in  the  dark.  Our  floop 
was  no  more  than  feventy  tons  burthen  by 
regifter  j  but  the  accommodations  fhe  afforded 
were  moft  excellent,  and  far  fuperior  to  what 
might  be  expedied  on  board  fo  fmall  a  veiTel ; 
the  cabin  v<ras  equally  large  with  that  in  a  com- 
mon merchant  veflel  of  three  hundred  tons, 
built  for  crofling  the  ocean.  This  was  owing 
to  the  great  breadth  of  her  beam,  which  v/as 
no  lefs  than  twenty-two  feet  and  a  half,  al- 
though her  length  was  only  fifty-five  feet.  All 
the  floops  engaged  in  this  trade  are  built  nearly 
on  the  fame  conftr:  dtion ;  fhort,  broad,  and 
very  (hallow,  few  of  them  draw  more  than 
five  or  fix  feet  water,  fo  that  they  are  only 
calculated  for  failing  upon  fmooth  water. 
-  Early  the  next  morning  we  found  ourfelves 
oppofite  to  Weft  Point,  a  place  rendered  re- 
markable in  hiftory  by  the  defertion  of  Gene- 
ral Arnold,  during  the  American  war,  and  the 
confequent  death  of  the  unfortunate  Major 
Andr^.  The  fort  ftands  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  on 
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the  fide  of  a  barren  hill;  no  human  creatiTre 
appearing  In  it  except  the  folitary  centinel, 
who" marched  backwards  and  forwards  on  the 
ramparts  overgrown  with  long  grafs,  it  had  a 
moft  melancholy  afpedt,  that  perhaps  was 
heightened  by  the  gloomlnefs  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  recolled:ion  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  the  unhappy  fate  of  poor 
Andre.        ■  ' -•' 

Near  Weft  Point  there  is  alfo  another  poft, 
called  Fort  Putnam,  which,  fince  the  peace, 
has  been  fuffeied  to  get  very  much  out  of 
repair ;  however,  fteps  are  now  taking  to  have 
it  put  in  good  order.  Suppofing  that  a  rup- 
ture fliould  ever  unfortunately  again  take  place 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  thefe  pofts  would  be  of  the 
greatcft  confequence,  as  they  form  a  link  in 
that  chain  of  pofts  which  extend  the  whole 
way  along  the  navigable  waters  that  connedt 
the  Britifti  fettlements  with  New  York,  ; 

In  this  nfeighbourhood  the  highlands,  as 
they  arc  called,  commence,  and  extend  along 
the  river  on  each  fide  for  feveral  miles.  The 
bceadth  of  the  river  is  here  confiderably  con- 
traded,  and  fuch  fudden  gufts  of  wind,  com- 
ing from  between  the  mountains,  fometimes 
blow  through  the  narrow  pafles,  that  velTels 
frequently  have  their  topmafts  carried  away. 
The  captain  of  the  floop  we  were  in,  fiid, 
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that  his  malnfail  was  once  blown  Into  tatters 
in  an  inftaint    ,nd  a  part  of  it  carried  on  fliore. 
When  me  {ky  is  lowering,  they  ufually  take 
in  fail  going  along  this  part  of  the  river,    ^.i. 
,  About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
fourth  of  July  we  reached  Albany,  the  place 
of  our   deftination,   one    hundred    and  fixty 
miles  diftaat  from  New  York.      ..     ,      .  .  . 
Albany  is  a  city,  and  contains  about  eleven 
hundred  houfes  ;  the  number  however  is  in- 
crealing  faft,  particularly  lince  the  removal  of 
the  ftatc  government  from  New  York.     In 
the  old  part  of  the  ^town  the  ftreets  are  very 
narrow,  and  the  houfes  are  frightful ;  they  are 
all  built  in  the  old  Dutch  tafte,  with  the  gable 
end  towards  the  ftreet,  and  ornamented  on 
the  top  with  large  iron  weather  cocks ;  but  in 
that  part  which  has  been  lately  eredted,  the 
flrcets  are  commodious,  and   many  of  the 
houfes  are  handfome.    Great  pains  have  been 
taken    to  have    the    ftreets   well  paved   and 
lighted.      Here   are   four  places   for   public 
worHiip,  and  an  hofpital.     Albany  is  in  fum- 
mer  time  a  very  dilag'reeable  place  ;  it  ftands 
iri  a  low  fituation,  juft  on  the  margin  of  the 
river,  which  runs  very  ilowly  here,  and  to- 
wards the  evening  often  exhales  clouds  of  va- 
pours; immediately  behind  the  tov/n,  likewife, 
is  a  large  fand  bank,  that  prevents  a  free  cir- 
culation of  air,  while  at  the  fame  time  it 
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powerfully  refle(fls  the  rays  of  the  fun,  which 
ihines  in  full  force  upon  it  the  whole  day. 
Notwithftanding  all  this,  however,  the  cli- 
mate is  deemed  very  falubrious.    '^ic-^.'*  ..  n»." 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place,  a  few  years 
ago,  were  almoft  entirely  of  Dutch  extraction  j 
but  now  ftrangers  are  flocking  to  it  from  all 
quarters,  as  there  are  few  places  in  America 
more  advantageoully  fituated  for  commerce. 
The  flouri(hing  date  of  its  trade  has  already 
been  mentioned  j  it  bids  fair  to  rival  that  of 
New  York  in  procefs  of  time. 

The  fourth  of  July,  the  day  of  our  arrival 
at  Albany,  was  the  anniverfary  of  the  declara- 
tion of  American  independance,  and  on  our 
arrival  we  were  told  that  great  preparations 
were  making  for  its  celebration*.  A  drum 
and  trumpet,  towards  the  middle  of  the  day, 
gave  notice  of  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
joicings, and  on  walking  to  a  hill  about  a 
•    .V  4    t>  ,t.^;  o,     r  ,  i-....i  ..    Mo..,^^  quarter 

*  Our  landlord,  as  foon  as  he  found  oat  who  we  were,  im- 
mediately came  to  us,  to  requeft  ;hat  we  would  excufe  the  con. 
fufed  Ram  in  which  his  houfe  was,  as  this  wa^  the  anniverfary 
day  pf  "  American  Independence,"  or,  as  fomf,  indeed,  mors 
prbperly  caUed  it,  of  *'  imerican  Repentaace.'*  We  were  all 
of  u<  not  a  little  furprifvd  at  this  addrefs^  a«d  from  fuch  ^ 
perfon ;  Inltanctt,  however,  are  not  wanting  of  people  epenl/ 
dedadng,  that  they-  htve  never  irajoyed  ro  i^uch  c^uiet  and. 
happineis  in  their  cwpi  homes  fiKce  the  revolttlttn,  as  they  did 
when  the  fiates  were  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  Amongft 
the  ptanten  io  Virginia,  I  heard  laogaa|e  of  thii  ton  moro 
than  once. 
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quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town,  we  faw 
fixty  men  drawn  up,  partly  militia,  partly  vo- 
lunteers, partly  infantry,  partly  cavalry  J  the 
latter  were  clothed  in  fcarlet,  and  mounted  on 
horfes  of  various  defcriptions.  About  three 
hundred  fpedators  attended.  A  few  rounds 
were  fired  from  a  three-pounder,  and  feme 
Volleys  of  fmall  arms.  The  firing  was  finiflied 
before  one  hour  was  expired,  and  then  the 
troops  returned  to  town,  a  party  of  militia 
officers  in  uniform  marching  in  the  rear,  under 
the  {hade  of  umbrellas,  as  the  day  \vas  ex- 
ceffivcly  hot.  Having  reached  town,  the 
whole  body  immediately  difperfed.  The  vo- 
lunteers and  militia  officers  afterwards  dined 
together;  and  P>  ended  the  rejoicings  of  the 
day ;  no  public  ball,  no  general  entertainment 
was  there  oflhy'defcription.  A  day  ftill  frefh 
in  the  memor}?  of  every  American,  and  which 
appears  (b  glorious  in  the  annals  of  their 
country,  would,  it  might  be  expeded,  have 
called  forth  more  briHiant  and  more  general 
rejoicings  J  but  the  downright  phlegmatic 
people  in  thi^  neighbourhood,  intent  upon 
making  money,  and  enjoying  the  folid  ad- 
yahtag*sdf  the;  revolution,'  ^^e  but  little  dif- 
^fed  to  v^itejfieir  time  in  what  they  con- 
lider  idle  dethonftffttbns  of  jti^. 
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^  L  E  T  T  E  R     XX, 

Departure  from  Albany, — Difficulty  of  hiring 
a  Carriage. — Arrival  at  Cohoz, — Defcription 
of  the  curious   Fall  there  of  the  Mohawk 
River. — Still-water,  —  Saratoga. —  Few  of 
the  Works  remaining  there, — Singular  Mine- 
ral Springs  near  Saratoga. — Fort  Edward, 
—-Mifs  M'Crea  cruelly  murdered  there  by 
Indians. — Fort  Ann,  wretched  Road  thither, 
"■Some  Obfervations  on  the  American  Woods. 
— Horfes  jaded. — Difficulty  of  gettijig  Jor- 
ward. — Arrive  at  Skenejborough. — Dread- 
fully infejiedby  Mufquitoes. — Particular  De- 
fcription  of  that   InfeB.  —  Great  Dajiger 
enfues  fometimes  from  their   Bite.  —  Beji 
.  Remedy, 

MY   DEAR  SIR,         "    ^  Skeneftorough,  July. 

"VX/E  remained  in  Albany  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  fet  off  for  Skene(borough, 
upon  Lake  Champlain,  in  a  carriage  hired 
for  the  purpofe.  The  hiring  of  this  vehicle 
was  a  matter  attended  with  fome  trouble,  and 
detained  us  longer  in  the  town  than  we  wiflied 
to  flay.  There  were  only  two  carriages  to  be. 
had  in  the  whole  place,  and  the  owners  having 
an  underftanding  v/ith  each  other,  and  think- 
ing 
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ing  that  we  fhould  be  forced  to  give  v  hatever 
price  they  afked,  pofitively  refufed  to  let  us 
have  either  of  them  for  lefs  than  feventy  dol- 
lars, equal  to  fifteen  guineas.  We  on  our  part 
as  pofitively  refufed  to  comply  with  a  demand 
which  we  knew  to  be  exorbitant,  and  refolved 
to  wait  patiently  in  Albany  for  fome  other 
conveyance,  rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  an 
impofition.  The  fellows  held  out  for  two 
days,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  one  of  them 
came  to  tell  us  we  might  have  his  carriage  for 
half  the  price,  and  accordingly  v/e  took  it. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  fet  ofl^,  and  in 
about  two  hours  arrived  at  the  fmall  village  of 
Cohoz,  clofe  to  which  is  the  remarkable  Fall 
in  the  Mohawk  River.  This  river  takes  its 
rife  to  the  north-caft  of  Lake  Oneida,  and 
after  a  courfe  of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles, 
difembogues  into  the  Hudfon  or  North  River, 
about  ten  miles  above  Albany.  The  Cohoz 
Fall  is  about  three  miles  diflant  from  its  mouth. 
The  breadth  of  the  river  is  three  hundred 
yards  ;  a  ledge  of  rocks  cxtcr.is  quite  acrofs, 
and  from  the  top  of  them  the  w.itcr  lalls  about 
fifty  feet  perpendicular  j  the  line  of  the  Fall 
from  one  fide  of  the  river  to  the  other  is 
nearly  ftraight.  The  appearance  of  this  Fall 
varies  very  muchi  according  to  the  quantity  of 
water;  when  the  river  is  full,  the  water  dc- 
fcends  in  an  unbroken  (hect  from  one  bank 
i.  Ta  to 
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to  the  other,  whilft  at  other  ttm^s  the  greater 
part.pf  the  rocks  ar«  left  uncovcrcil.     The 
rocks  ace  of  a  remarkable  dark  cdlour»  and  ib 
a](b  is  the  earth  in  the  banks,  which  life  to  a 
great  height  on  either  fide.      There  is  a  very 
plea^ng  view  of  this  catarad:  as  you  pafs  over 
the  bridge  acrofs  the  river,  about  three  quarters 
of  a  piile  lower  down.     =r -f -"  vtrrifr^-rr"  ^ '^^ 
'From  hence  we  proceeded  along  the  banks 
of  the  Hudfon  River,  through  the  town  of 
Stillwater,  which  receives  its  name  from  the 
uncommon  flillnefs  of  the  river  oppofite  to  iu 
and   late   in  the  evening   reached  Saratoga, 
thirtyi-five  miles  from  Albany.    TIms  place 
contains  about  forty  houfes,  and  a  Dutch  re- 
formed church,  but  they  are  fo  fcattered  about 
that  it  has  not  th?  fmalleft  appearance  of  a 

town.  [■i.j;gio.)  yinnoij  tJ»-'Jod  »»  uJni  i^.^]  •>"  .-/"  'i* 
.  In  this  neighbourhood,  upon  the  boirdfcrs  oT 

a  marih,  are  feveral  very  remarkable  mineral 

fprif}gf ;.  oiie  of  them,  in  ti.  e  crater  of  a  rock,  > 

of  a.pyramidical  form,  about  five  jfeet  in  height,  ' 

is  particularly  curious.     This  rock  ieems  to  i 

have  beea  formed  by  the  petrifadion  of  the  * 

water:  all  the  other  fprings  are  likewife  fur-  * 

rounded  with  petrifactions  of  the  fame  kind* 

Tha  water  in  the  principal  fpring,  except  at  ) 

the  brgioning  of  the  fummer,  when  it  regu-  f 

Lirly .  overflows,  Temains  about  eight  inches  '^ 

bcIi^jA"  ^  ^ja]^,Qf.tl^,fir»^l^r«  >^d  hui^bles  up 
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fts  if  boiling.  The  crater  is  nine  inches ,  in 
diameter.  The  various  properties  of  the  water 
have  not  bceit  yet  afcertained  with  any  great 
accuracy;  but  it  is  faid  to  be  impregnated 
with  a  foflile  acid  and  feme  faline  fubftance ; 
there  is  alfo  St  great  portion  of  fixed  air  in  it. 
An  opportunity  is  here  afforded  for  making 
fome  curious  experiments. 

If  animals   be  put  down  into  the  crater, 

they  will  be  immediately  fuffocated ;  but  if 

not  kept  there  too  long,  they  recover  again 

upon  being  brought  into  the  open  air.  ;^ 

.    If  a  lighted  candle  be  put  down,  the  flame 

will  be  extinguifhed  in  an  inftant,  and  not 

even  the  iinalleft  fpark  left  in  the  wick.    "^'  " 

If  the  water  immediately  taken  from  the 

rpring  be  put  into  a  bottle,  clofely  corked,  and 

then  fhaken,  either  the  cork  will  be  forced 

out  with  an  explofion,  or  the  bottle  will  be 

broken  j  but  if  left  in  an  open  vefTel,  it  becomes 

vapid  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour.     The  Water 

is  very  pungent  to  the  tade,  and  adts  as  a 

cathartic  on  fome  people,  as  an  emetic  on 

others.     '//')>IU  *»**:'>■'•  "0  ''^*'-J<^*>ri'^  llf*  nr>'-' 

Of  the  works  thrown  up  at  Saratoga  by 
the  Britifh  and  American  armies  during  the 
war,  there  are  now  fcarccly  any  remain^.  The 
country  round  about  is  well  cultivated,  and  the 
trenches  have  been  moftly  levelled  by  the 
plough.    We  here  crofltd  the  Hudfon  River, 

T  3  and 
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and  proceeded  along  its  eaftern  {hpre  as  far  as 
Fort  Edward,  where  it  is  loft  to  the  view,  for 
the  road  ftill  runs  on  towards  the  north,  whilft 
the  river  takes  a  fuddeh  bend  to  the  weft. 

Fort  Edward  was  difmantled  prior  to  the 
late  American  war;  but  the  oppofite  armies, 
during  that  unhappy  conteft,  were  both  in 
the  neighbourhood.      Many   of  the  people, 
whom  we  found  living  here,  had  ferved  as 
foldiers  in  the  army,  and  told  us  a  number  of 
interefting  particulars  relative  to  feveral  events 
which  happened  in  this  quarter.  The  landlord 
of , the  tavern  where  we  flopped,  for  one,  re- 
lated all  the   circumftahces   attending  Mifs 
M*Crea*s  death,  and  pointed  out  on  a  hill,  not 
far  from  the  houfe,  the  very  fpot  where  (he 
was  murdered  by  the  Indians,  and  the  place 
of  her  interment.     This  beautiful  young  lady 
had    been  engaged  to  an  officer  in  General 
Burgpyne's  army,  who,  anxious  for  her  fafety, 
as  there  were  feveral  marauding  parties  going 
about  ip  the  neighbourhood  where  ihe  lived, 
fent  a  party  of  trufty  Indians  to  efcort  her  to 
the  camp.    Thefe  Indians  had  partly  executed 
their  commiflioii,  and  were  approaching  with 
their  "^charge' in  fight  of  the  Britifh  camp, 
wh^n  they  were  met  by  another  fet  of  Indians 
belonging  to  a  different  tribe,  that  was  alfo 
attendiiig  the  BritifK  army  at  this  time.     In 
a  few  TiVinutcs  it  liecamc  a  matter  of  difpute 
'  \  .^  V  .J    ^  between 
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t>etween  them,  which  mould  have  the  hbnour 
bf  conducing  her  to  the  canip ;  from  Words 
they  Carrie  to  blows,  and  blood  was  bn'the 
point  ofbeing  drawn,  when  one  of  their  chiefs, 
to  fettle  the  matter  without  farther  mifchief, 
went  "  -  to  Mifs  M'Crea,  and  killed  hct  on 
*  i  ipv  -4th  a  blowof  '?'.  jmahawk.  The 
objed  of  contention  being  thus  removed,  the 
Indians  returned  quietly  to  the  camp.  The 
enormity  of  the  crime,  however,  was  too  great 
not  to  attrad  public  notice,  and  it  turned  the 
tninds  of  every  peribn  againft  the  Indians, 
who  had  hot  before  witnelTed  their  ferocity  on 
occafions  equally  (hocking  to  hunianity.  The 
impolicy  of  employing  fuch  barbarians  was 
now  ftrongly  reprobated,  and  in  a  fhort  time 
afterwards  mod  of  them  were  difmifled  firom 
our  army. 

Fort  Edward  ftands  near  the  river.  The 
town  of  the  fame  name,  is  at  the  diltance  of 
one  or  two  hundred  yards  from  it,  and  con- 
tains about  twenty  houfes.  Thus  far  wc  had 
got  on  tolerably  well;  but  from  hence  to 
Fort  Anne,  which  was  alfo  difniiantied  prior 
to  the  late  war,  the  road  is  moft  wretched, 
particularly  over  a  long  caufeway  between  the 
two  forts,  formed  originally  for  the  tranfport- 
ing  of  cannon,  the  foil  here  being  extreniely 
moift  and  heavy.  The  caufeway  conlifts  of 
large  trees  laid  fide  by  fide  traafycffcly,^  fomc 
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of  witieikthavbgidcicayedi  great  intervals  arc 
left;>;\Klj£rein.the/(Whjei8ls  of  thecarmgc  were 
icHAel4n3«s  JQcked  (o  ^fl  that  the  hori£3  alone 
could  uc^poflibly  extricate  them^  lEo  have 
rer^^inedm- the  carriage,  over  thi*  part  of  the 
ro^  wcjuld  really  have  been  a  fevfere.  puniih* 
nieiit  ;f  fqr  although  boailcd  of  a$  heing  the 
very  beft  in  Albajjy,  it  had  no  fort  of  fprings, 
and  whs  in  fe£t  little  better  than  a  comrnpn 
waggoQ  i  We  therefbi-e  aUght|£d»  took  aur  gnps, 
and  amufed' ourfelve^  with  ihopting  as  we 
wa^fie(ial<bng  through  the  woods.  The  woods 
here  had :  a^'^mach  more  majeflic  appearance 
than  jmyJthat  we  had  before  met  with  on  our 
v/Qt^  £mii  Philadelphia!  this,  l^owever,  wa$ 
owing  H[^f^e  to  the  great  height  ^thah  to  the 
thicibiefe  o^ithe  trees,  for  I  could  not  fee  one 
tharap|)eifed  more  than  thirty  inches  in  dia*^;^ 
meter  J  indeed,  in  general,  the  girt  of  the  trcfes 
in  the  i«dods  of' America  is  but  very  fmall  ii> 
prolro^W^ltoth'din  height,  and  trit^ingin  comJ^' 
parfeiSkyf^fthat  of  the  foreft  trtes  in  Great 
Brit*afllV  f^  'Ph^  tiikkeft  tree  I  ever  faw  in  the 
couuiiery  w a«miyt^ore,  which  grew  upon  the 
b^nks  Ofvftlb  Shen^ndc^h  Hiver^  jut  at  its 
jundtiod  tK»ith  ther/P^towmac,  in  abed  of  rich 
earth,  tlo^  toith*'W«tcr ;  yet  this  tree  wasn% 
more !thatt  ab^mtifoar  feet  four. inches  in  dia» 
mete*.  On  the  low  grounds  in  Kentucky, 
and  on  fome  of  the  bottoms  in  the  weftern 

^;^'-   -"'>^^  territory, 
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terrltorjr^  it  :is>  faid*  that  trees  are  comtnoiifyto 
h€  met  witli'fevca  ahd  ^ightrfcet  in  diacheter. 
Where  this  is  the  cafe,  the  trees  muft  cevttatilf 
grow  mudh  farther  apart  than  they  do  in  the 
woods  in  the  middle  flates,  towards  the  At-^* 
lantk,  for  there  they  fpring  up  fo  very  clofe 
to  each  other,  that  it  is  absolutely  impoflible 
for  them  to  attain  to  a  great  diameter,  a-y^  v 
^r«The  woods  here  were  compofed  chiefly  6f 
oaks  ^,  hiccory^  hemlock,  and  beech  tree$, 
intermixed  with  which  appeared  great  num* 
bers  of  tl^  friioothbark  or  Weymouth  pines* 
as  they  are;  called,  that  ieem  almoft  peculiar 
to  this  part  of  the  country.  A  profuiion  of 
wild  rafpbcrries!  were  growing  in  the  wdoda 
here,  really  of  a  very  good  flavour:  they  ^e 
commonly  found  in  the  woods  to  the  north-* 
ward  of  this ;  in  Canada  they  abound  eyeiy 
whcre^^'ijfi  \>  iiiv;^'M ',V 
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Beyond  Fort  Anne»  which  i^  fltuated  at  (he 
diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Fort  Edwarc)* 
the  roads  being  better,  we  once  more  moutitodr 
into  our  vehicle  i  but  the  mifcrable  hQi(fe$^ 
quite  jaded,  now  made  a  dead  ilop)  in  vain 
the  driver  bawled,  and  ftampedy  aodiXvrorel; 
his  whip, had  been  previoufly; worn,  out  fpmf 
hours,  owing  to  the  frequent  ufe^  he)l  h^4 
made  of  it,  and  the  animals  no  longer  feeling 
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*  There  are  upwards  of  tvrcnty  different  kinds  of  oaks  in 
America. 
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its  heavy  lafti,  feemed  as  determined  as  the 
mules  of  the  afebefs  of  Andouillets  to  go  no 
farther.     In  this  Htuation  we  could  not  help 
bantering  the  fellow  upon  the  excellence  of 
his  cattle,  which  he  had  boafted  fo  much  of  at 
fetting  out,  and  he  was  ready  to  cry  with  vexa- 
tion at  what  we  Aiid ;  but  having  accidentally 
mentioned  the  fum  we  had  paid  for"  the   car- 
riage, his  padion  could  no  longer  be  reftrained, 
and  it  broke  forth  in  all  its  fury.     It  ap- 
peared that  he  was  the  owner  of  two  of  the 
horfes,  and  for  the  ufe  of  them,  and  for  driv- 
ing the  carriage,  was  to  have  had  one  half  of 
the  hir6  j  but  the  man  whom  he  had  agreed 
•with,  and  paid  at  Albany,  had  given  him  only 
[ten  dollars  as  his  moiety,  aflfuring  him,  at  the 
'  hmt  tinne,  that  it  was  exadlv  the  half  of 
what  we  had  given,  although  in  reality  it  fell 
r  fliort  of  the  fum  by  feven  dollars  and  a  half. 
Thus  cheated  by  his  companion,  and  left  in 
-the  lurch  by  his  horfes,  he  vowed  vengeance 
againft  him  on  his  return ;  but  as  proteftations 
of  this  nature  would  not  bring  us  any  fooner 
to  our  journey's  end,  and  as  it  was  necelTary 
that  fomething  fhould  be  immediately  done,  if 
we  did  not   vf[(h  to  remain  all  night  in  the 
^  woods,  '.  we  fuggefted  the  idea,  in  the  mean 
*  time,  of  his  conducting  the  foremoft  horfes  as 
poftillion,  whilft  one  of  our  fervants  fhould 
^  drive  the  pair  next  to  the  wheel.     This  plan 
*'  '       '•  was 
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was  not  ftarted  with  any  degree  of  ierlpuf- 
nefs,  for  vye  could  not  have  fuppofed  that  a 
tall  meagre  fellow,  upwards  of  fix  feet  high, 
and  clad  in  a  pair  of  thin  nankeen  breeches, 
would  very  readily  beftride  the  iraw  boned 
back  of  a  horfe,  covered  with  the  profufe  ex- 
udations which  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  the  labour  of  the  animal  hz^d  gone 
through,  neceflarily  excited.  As  much  tired, 
however,  of  our  pleafantries  as  we  were  of 
his  vehicle,  and  thinking  of  nothing,  I  believe, 
but  how  he  could  beft  get  rid  of  us,  he  eagerly 
embraced  the  propofal,  and  accordingly,  hav- 
ing furnifhed  himfelf  with  a  fwitch  from  the 
adjoining  thicket,  he  mounted  his  harnefled 
Rofinante,  In  this  ftyle  we  proceeded ;  but 
aiore  than  once  did  our  gigantic  poftillion  turn 
round  to  bemoan  the  forry  choice  he  had 
made ;  as  often  did  wu  urge  the  neceffity  of 
getting  out  of  the  woods  ;  he  could  make  po 
anfwer ;  fo  jogging  flowly  along,  we  at  laft 
reached  the  little  town  of  Skenelborough, 
much  to  the  amufement  of  every  one  who 

<  beheld  our  equipage,  and  much  to  our  own 
fatlsfadion ;  for,  owing  to  the  various  acci- 
dents we  had  met  with,  fuch  as  traces  break- 
ing,   bridles  flipping   off  the   heads  of  the 

.  horfes,  and  tlie  noble  horfes  themfclvcs  fome-* 
times  flipping  down,  &c.  &c.  we  had  been 
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no  left  ^han  iiye,  hours  in  trav^l;^jg  the  laft 

Skenelborpugh  ftands  juft. above, the  junc-» 

tip?)  ofWpod  Creek  with  Soutii  .River,  as  it 

is  Ci^ljed  in  the.  heft  maps,,  but  whiicji,  by  the 

people  in  the  neighbourhood,  _is  corifidered  as 

a  part  of  LaJie  Champlain, ,  At  preibnt  there 

are  only  about  twejve  houfes  in  the  place  | 

but  if  tbj9.  navigation  of  Wood  Cr^ek.  is  ever ; 

opened*   fo  as  to  conned  Lajce  Chaniplain  ^ 

with  the  Norfh  River,  a  fcheme;  \y^ch  has,, 

akc^y  befn,  l^rioufly   thqug^i^  pf,    it  will,,v' 

doub^Ucfs,  fopnbficonae  a  trading  tovy-|>  of  con-»,i 

fidcrahie  importance,  as  all  th^  various  pro-ri? 

duiJiions  of  the  fliores  of  tlje  l^^e  will  the^jj 

be  cglka^cd  there  for  the  NsiW  Vorl^  ^d  Al-  'j 

banjr^ix^arlacts.   ,  Notwithftanding  ?M  |he  dif-  h 

adxantag^f  of  aland  carriage  of  forty  mile^U 

to  the  North;  River,  a  fmall  portion  of  flouc  v 

anidpotfa£htr  the  ftaple  commodit^s  of  tho^^ 

ft^te,9f^fJ^w  York,  is  already  fent  to  Skenef*  ;i 

borpi^ghiiromsdiffcren^' parts  pf  ithe  lake,  tq  .,, 

bcjfor^af  dcd  to  Albany^;  A  confjderable  trade  (j 

alfp^uvv^wncdon  thxaugh^^t      p^a,ce,  and  over  ^ 

Lafce^I^J^p^n^te         New  Yoi^k  and  Ca-  ^ 

fiad^*,,..|lurs[.andJiories  prinfi         axe  fent  |j 

fro^j^aii^  ai?d  in^reti^^ft ^h  Eaft^n*  at 

diar^  ^gog^d^  .an(|.  varipMS  ni^nqf^u,ij?s,    I^ake  j,-^ 

^%?if^^.  m^  ^^^m^^  cp^ij^fpunica- ,  J 
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tion  between  New  York  and  the  country  bor- 
dering on  tftte  St  La  wi^nce  i  it  is  emphatically 
called  by  the  Indians,  Caniad — Eri  Guariifttc, 
the  rnouth  tir  door  of  the  country. 

Skenefbbtbugh  is  moft  dreadfully  infefted 
with  mufqtiitoesj   fo  many  6f  them  attacked 
us  the  firlV  night  of  our  fleeping  there,  that 
when  we  irofe  in  the  morning  our  faces  iind 
hands  wett  covered  all  over  with  large  puf- 
tules,  precifely  like  thofe  of  a  perfon  in  the 
fmall  pox.-   This  happened  too,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  the  people  of  the  houfe,  beforfe  w  * 
went  to  bediliad  taken  all  the  pains  poffibk  a:* 
clear  the  rboth  of  them,  by  fumigatii  .^  it  with  ' 
the  fmoke'ibf  g^^n  wood,  and  after  vaids  ie-' 
curing  th6  windows  with  gauze  blinds;  and 
even  on  tht  fecond  night,  although  we  de- 
ftroyed  mihy  db^ens  of  them  on  the'tvalls^  ' 
after  a  litniiar  furtiigation  had  been  made,  yet  * 
we  fufferedf  Ht'arly  a^  much.      Thefe  infos'  ^ 
were  of  a  liiuch^  liairger  fize  than  any  I'^eVei'  ^ 
faw  elfewh^re^  and  their  bite  was  undomni8idj>'  - 
venomous.      General  Washlag^oh'  tblcl  '*hi^| 
that  he  never  was  fo  much  annoyed  by*  fhbf-  ^ 
quitoes  in  any  part  of  Amcriea  ai  in  &ft^fh6^ 
rough,  for  that  they  ufed  to  Inte  thtoujgfh  'th6 
thickeft  bobt'.     The  fituation  tif  the  place  d 
indeed  peci^Harly  'fevourablfe  £6t  theiirt,  'bdng;  '^ 
juft  on  the  mai-gih  of  a  friiee  of  wa^,'^aF<i*' 
moft  itagnant,  and  (haded  with  thick  wbbdsi 
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The  mvfquito  is  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the 
common  gnat  in  England^  and  reiembles  it 
very  clofely  both  in  fize  and  ihape.  Like 
the  gnat,  it  lays  its  eggs  on  the  furfaceof 
the  water,  where  they  are  hatched  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days,  unlefs  the  water  is 
agitated,  in  which  lail  cafe  they  ajre  aU  de- 
ftroyed.  From  the  egg  is  produced  a  grub, 
which  changes  to  a  chryfalis,  and  afterwards 
to  a  mufquito;  this  lad  change  takes  place  on 
the  furface  of  the  water,  and  if  at  the  mo- 
ment that  the  infedt  firil  fpreads  its  wings  the 
water  is  not  perfedly  fl  1  and  the  air  calm, 
it  will  be  inevitably  deflroyed;  at  thofe  parts 
of  the  lake,  therefore,  which  are  moft  ex- 
pofrd,  and  where  the  water  is  often  agitated, 
no  fuch  thing  as  a  mufquito  : is  ever  feenj 
neither  are  they  ever  found  along  ^a  large  and 
rapid  river,  where  the  Chores  are  lofty  and 
dry ;  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  marfhes, 
low  grounds,  and  ftagnant  waters,  they  always 
abound.  Mufquitoes  appear  to  be  particularly 
fond  of  the  frefti  blood  of  Europeans,  who  al- 
ways fufFer  much  more  the  firft  year  of  their 
arrival  in  America  than  they  do  afterwards. 
The  people  of  the  country  feem  quite  to  dif- 
regard  their  attacks.  Wherever  they  fix  their 
fting,  a  little  tumor  or  puftule  ufually  arifes, 
iCuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the  fermentation, 
when  mixed  with  the  blood,  of  a  fmall  quan- 


»  i. 


tity  of  liquor  which  the  infedt  always  in- 
jects inta  the  wound  it  makes  with  its  fpi- 
cula,  as  niaiy  bei  feen  through  a  mfcrofcope, 
and  which' it  probably  does    to  render  the 
blood  more  fluid.     The  difagreeable  itching 
this  excites j  is  moft  eiFecftually  allayed  by  the 
application  of  volatile  alkali  i   or  if  the  part 
newly  fttmg   be  fcratched  and  immediately 
bathed  in  cold  water,  that  alfo  affords  confider- 
able  relief  J   but  after  the  venom   has  been 
lodged  for  any  time,  fcratching  only  incrcafes 
the  itching,  and  it  may  be  attended  with  great 
danger.     Repeated  inftances  have  occurred  of 
people  having  been  laid  up  for  months,  and 
narrowly  efcaping  the  lofs  of  a  limb,   from 
imprudently  rubbing  a  part  which  had  been 
bitten  for  a  long  time.    Great  c;\Cc  is  alfo  ddh 
rived  from  opening  the  puftules  on  the  fecond 
day  with  a  lancet,  and  lettih'^  out  the  bloctd 
anvl  watery  matter. 
.  -.v.  ....    .        jfin.Hi'il  bfi£,r'bnifoi5  wol 
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Embark  on  Lake  Cbamplain, — Tii$culty  of 
procuring  Provifions  at  Farms  bordering  upon 
it.'^Ticonderoga, —  Crown  Point j^-^  Great 
Beauty  of  the  Scenery,— General  Defer iption 

*  of  Lake  Champiain  and  the  adjacent  Country, 

Captain  'Thomas  and  his  Indians  arrive  at 

Crown  Point, — CbaraSier   of   Thomas, — 

i      Reach  St,  yohn*s — Defcrtption  of  that  Place ^ 

—'Great  Difference  obfervable  in  the  Face  of 

"'  the  Country  y  Inhabitants ,  &c.  in  Canada  and 

'  in  the  States. — Chambly  Cajile. — Calajhes — 
Bons  Dieux. — Town  of  La  Prarie, — Great 

^  Rapidity  of  the  Riier  Saint  Lawrence,'-^ 

'  Cro/s  to  Montreal. — AJlonifiment  on  feeing 

large  Ships  at  Montreal,^-  Great  Depth  of  the 

^liM^  uiiJ  o!    .;oii    ->iy  ,»ll  Ifl        MontrtJi.  July. 

CHORTLY  after  our  arrival  in  Skeneflio- 
rough,  we  hired  a  fmjill  boat  of  about  ten 
tons  for  the  purpofe  of  crofling  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  It  was  our  wifh  to  proceed  on  the 
voyage  immediately  \  but  the  owner  of  the 
boat  afTerting  tiiat  it  was  impofTible  to  go  out 
with  the  wind  then  blowing,  we  were  for 
three  days  detained  in  Skenelborough,  a  deli- 
cious fcaft  for  the  hungry  mufquitoes.     The 

wind 
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wind  (hifled  again  and  again,  ftill  it  was  not 
fair  in  the  opinion  of  our  boatman.  At  lail, 
being  moft  hcartfJy  tired  of  6uf  quarters,  and 
fufpedling^  that  he  did  not  underhand  his  bu- 
finefs  as  vvell  as  he  ou2:ht  to  have  done,  we  re- 
folved  not  to  abide  by  his  opinion  any  longer, 
but  to  make  an  attempt  at  beating  out ;  aild 
we  had  great  reafon  to  be  plcafed  with  having 
done  fo,  as  we  arrived  in  Canada  three  days 
before  any  of  the  other  boats,  that  did  not  ven- 
ture to  move  till  the  wind  was  quite  ajft.  „ . 
We  fet  ofF  about  one  o'clock ;  but  from  me 
channel  being  very  narrow,  it  was  impoflible 
to  make  much  way  by  tacking.  We  got  no 
farther  than  fix  miles  before  fun-fet.  We  then 
flopped,  and  having  landed,  walked  up  to  fohie 
farm  houfes,  which  appeared  at  a  dirtance,  on 
the  Vermont  fhore,  to  procure  provifion§ ;  for 
the  boatman  had  told  us  it  was  quite  Unne- 
ceflary  to  take  in  any  at  Skencfborough,  *as 
there  were  excellent  houfes  clofc  to  the  ihore 
the  whole  way,  where  we  could  get  wh^teMcr 
we  wilhed.  At  the  firll  we  went  to,  which 
was  a  comfortable  log-houfe,  neither  brea^i,. 
nor  meat,  nor  milk,  nor  egg^,  were  to-be  l)^ii. 
tlic  houfe  was  crowded  with  children  ojf  i^U 
ages,  and  the  people,  I  luppole,  thought "tb6y 
had  buc  little  enough  for  themlelvcs.  Ai,a 
fecond  houf^:,,vv9  found  a  venerable  old  ipan  a^ 
the  door,  reading,  a  ncwf-papcr,  whg  (jivilly 
,  ^'oL.  I.  U  offered 
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offered  it  to  us  for  our  perul'al,  and,  began  to 
talk  upon  the  politics  of  the  day;  we  thanked 
him  for  his  offer,  and  gave  him  tq  under  (land, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  a  loaf  would  be  much 
more  acceptable.     Bread  there  was  none ;  we 
got  a  new  Vermont  cheefe,  however.     A  third 
.  houfe  now  remained  in  fight,  an  I  we  made  a 
third  attempt  at  procuring  fomething  to  eat. 
This  one  was  nearly  half  a  mile  off,  but,  alas  1 
it  afforded  flill  lefs  than  the  lad  ,•  the  people 
had  nothing  to  difpofe  of  but  a  little  milk. 
With  the  milk  and  the  cheefe,  therefore,  we 
returned  to  our  boat,  and  adding  thereto  fome 
bifcuits  and  wine,  which  we  had  luckily  on 
board,  the  whole  afforded  us  a  frugal  repaft. 
^,.   The  people  at  the  American  farm  houfes 
will  cheerfully  lie  three  in  a  bed,  rather  than 
fuffer  a  fti anger  to  go  away  who  comes  to  feek 
for  a  lodging.     As  all  thefc  houfes*  however, 
which  we  had  vifitcd,  were  crowded  with  in- 
habitants, we  tclt  no  great  inclination  to  afk 
for  acgommovlation  at  any  of  them,  but  deter- 
mined to  lltcp  on  board  our  little  vcffel.     We 
accordingly  moor^'d  her  at  a  convenient  part 
of  the  (liorc,  and  each  of  us  having  wrapped 
himfclf  up  in  a  blanket,  which  we  had  been 
warned  to  provide  on  leaving  New  York,  we 
laid  ourielvcs  down  to  llec*p.     The  boat  was 
decked  two  thirds  of  her  length  forward,  and 
brt^v^^cojumodious  hold;   we  gave  the  pre- 
ference, 
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ference,  however,  becaufe  more  airy,  to  the 
cabin  or  after  part,  fitted  up  with  benches,  and 
covered  with  a  wooden  awning,  under  which 
a  man  could  juft  fit  upright,  provided  he  was 
not  very  tall.  The  benches,  which  went 
lengthwife,  accommodated  two  of  us ;  and  the 
third  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  the  cabin 
floor ;  but  a  blanket  and  a  bare  board,  out  of 
the  way  of  mufquitoes,  were  luxuries  after 
our  accommodations  at  Skenefborough  5  our 
ears  were  not  afliiiled  by  the  noife  even  of  a 
fingle  one  the  whole  night,  and  we  enjoyed 
founder  repofe  than  we  had  done  for  many 
nights  preceding. 

The  wind  remained  nearly  in  the  fame 
point  the  next  morning,  but  the  lake  being 
wider,  we  were  enabled  to  proceed  fafter.  We 
Hopped  at  one  houfe  to  breakfaft,  and  at  an- 
other to  dine.  At  neither  of  thefe,  although 
they  bore  the  name  of  taverns,  were  we  able 
to  procure  much  more  than  at  the  houfes 
where  we  had  flopped  th-  preceding  evening. 
At  the  firft  we  got  a  little  milk,  and  about 
two  pounds  of  bread,  abfolutely  the  whole  of 
what  was  in  the  houfe ;  and  at  the  fecond,  a 
few  eggs  and  fome  cold  falted  fat  pork  i  but 
not  a  morfel  of  bread  was  to  be  had.  The 
wretched  appearance  alio  of  this  laft  habita- 
tion was  very  ftriking;  it  conlifled  of  a  wooden 
frame,  merely  with  a  few  boards  nailed  againft 
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it,  the  crevices  between  which  were  the  only 
apertures  for  the  admiffion  of  light,  except  the 
door ;  and  the  roof  was  fo  leaky,  that  we  were 
fprinkled  with  the  rain  even  as  we  fat  at  the 
iire  fide.     That  people  can  live  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, who  have  the  neceflaries  and  convenien- 
cies  of  life  within  their  reach,  as  much  as  any 
others  in  the  world,  is  really  mod  aftonidiing ! 
It  is,  however,  to  be  accounted  for,  by  that  de- 
fire  of  making  money,  which  is  the  predo- 
minant feature  in  the  charad:erof  the  Ameri- 
cans in  general,  and  leads  the  petty  farmer  in 
particular  to  fuiiernumberlefsinconveniencies, 
when  he  can  gain  by  fo  doing.     If  he  can  fell 
the  produce  of  his  land  to  advantage,  he  keeps 
as  fmalla  part  of  it  as  poffible  for  himfelf,  and 
lives  the  whole  year  round  upon  fait  provi- 
iions,  bad  bread,  and  the  fiih  he  can  catch  in 
the  rivers  or  lakes  in  the  neighbourhood  j  if 
he  has  built  a  comfortable  houfe  for  himfelf, 
he  readily  quits  it,  as  foon  as  finiflicd,  for  mo- 
ney, and  goes  to  live  in  a  mere  hovel  in  the 
woods  till  he  gets  time  to  build  another.    Mo- 
ney is  his  idol,  and  to  procure  it  he  gladly 
foregoes  every  felf-gnitiiication. 
u    From  this  mirerable  habitation,  jaft  men- 
tioned, we  departed  as  foon  as  the  rain  was 
over,  a.id  the  wind  coming  round  in  our  fa-* 
vour,  we  got  as  far  as  Ticonderoga  that  night.  * 
The  only  dwelling  here  is  the  tavern,  which 
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is  a  large  houfe  built  of  (lone.  On  entering 
it  we  were  fhewn  into  a  fpacious  apartment, 
crowded  with  boatmen  and  people  that  had 
jufl  arrived  from  St.  John's,  in  Canada.  See- 
ing fuch  a  number  of  guefts  in  the  houfe,  we 
expeded  nothing  lefs  -han  to  be  kept  an  hour 
or  two  till  fufticient  fupper  was  prepared  for 
the  whole  company,  Jo  that  all  might  fit  down 
at  once  together,  which,  as  I  have  before  laid, 
is  the  cuftom  in  the  country  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Our  furprife  therefore  was  great  at 
perceiving  a  neat  table  and  a  comfortable  little 
fupper  fpeedily  laid  out  for  us,  and  no  attempts 
made  at  ferving  the  reft:  of  the  company  till  we 
had  quite  iiniflied*  This  was  departing  from 
the  fyft:em  of  equality  in  a  manner  which  we 
had  never  witneft'ed  before,  and  we  were  at  a 
lofs  for  fome  time  to  account  for  it ;  but  we 
prefently  heard  that  the  woman  of  the  houfe 
had  kept  a  tavern  for  the  greater  part  of  her 
life  at  Quebec,  which  refolved  the  knotty  point. 
The  wife  is  generally  the  adive  perfon  in  ma- 
naging a  country  tavern,  and  the  hufband  at- 
tends to  his  farm,  or  has  fome  independent  oc- 
cupation. The  man  of  this  houfe  was  a  judge, 
a  fullen  demure  old  gentleman,  who  fat  by  the 
iire  *,  with  tattered  clothes  and  diflievelled 
i'«i'  U  3  locks, 

•  Though  this  was  tlie  i^-th  day  of  July,  the  weather  was 
fo  colli  that  wc  found  a  fire  extremely  agreeable. 
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locks,  reading  a  book,   totally  regardlefs  of 
every  pcrfon  in  the  room. 

The  old  fort  and  barracks  of  Ticonderoga 
are  on  the  top  of  a  riling  ground,  juft  behind 
the  tavern ;  they  are  quite  in  ruins,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  they  will  et^er  be  rebuilt,  for  the 
iituation  is  very  infecure, '  ing  commanded  by 
a  lofty  hill  called  Mount  Defiance.  The 
Britilh  got  poffeffion  of  the  place  the  laft  war 
by  dragging  cannon  and  mortars  up  the  hill, 

and  firing  down  upon  the  fort.  J ftr 
•  Early  the  next  morning  we  left  Ticon- 
deroga, and  purfued  our  voyage  to  Crown 
Point,  where  we  landed  to  look  at  the  old  fort. 
Nothing  is  to  be  feen.  there,  however,  but  a 
heap  of  ruins  j  for  fhortly  before  it  was  given 
up  by  the  Britifh,  the  powder  magazine  blew 
up,  by  which  accident  a  great  part  of  the  works 
was  deftroyed ;  fince  the  evacuation  of  it  alfo, 
the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  have  been 
continually  digging  in  different  parts,  in  hopes 
of  procuring  lead  and  iron  fhot ;  a  confider- 
able  quantity  was  in  oneinflance  got  out  of  the 
flores  that  had  been  buried  by  the  cxplofion. 
The  vaults,  which  were  bomb  proof,  have 
been  demolifhed  for  the  fake  of  the  bricks  for 
building  chimneys.  At  the  fouth  fide  alone 
the  ditches  remain  perfedl ;  they  are  wide  and 
deep,  and  cut  through  immenfe  rocks  of  lime- 
ftone  ;  and  from  being  overgrown  towards  the 
top  with  different  kinds  of  flirubs,havcagrand 

and 
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and  pidurefque  appearance.  The  view  from 
this  fpot  of  the  fort,  and  the  old  buildings  in 
it  overgrown  with  ivy,  of  the  lake,  and  of  the 
diftant  mountains  beyond  it,  is  indeed  altoge- 
ther very  fine.  The  fort,  and  feven  hundred 
acres  of  good  cleared  land  adjoining  to  it,  are 
the  property  of  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  are 
leafed  out  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  equal  to  jC*33«  ^^^'  fterling^  per  an- 
num, which  is  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  a 
college.  The  farmer  who  rented  it  told  us, 
he  principally  made  ufe  of  the  land  for  grazing 
cattle  ;  thefe,  in  the  winter  fcafon,  when  the 
lake  was  frozen,  he  drove  over  the  ice  to  Al- 
bany, and  there  difpofed  of. 

Crown  Point  is  the  moft  advantageous  fpot 
'  on  the  fliores  of  Lake  Champlain  for  -a  mili- 
tary pod:,  not  being  commanded  by  any  rifing 
grounds  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  Ticonderoga 
is,  and  as  the  lake  is  fo  narrow  here,  owin^ 
to  another  point  running  out  on  the  oppofite 
lide,  that  it  would  be  abfolutcly  impoffible  for 
a  vefTel  to  pafs,  without  being  cxpafed  to  the 
fire  of  the  fort.  The  Indians  call  this  place 
Tek-ya-dough-nigarigee,thatis,the  two  points 
immediately  oppoiite  to  each  other:  the  one 
oppofitc  to  Crown  Point  is  called  Chimney 
'Point ;  upon  it  are  a  few  houfcs,  one  of  which 
is  a  tavern.  While  we  ftaid  there  we  were 
very  agreeably  furprifed,  for  the  firll  time,  with 
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the  fight  of  a  large  birch  canoe  upon  the  lake, 
navigated  by  two  or  three  Indians  in  the  dreffes 
of  their  nation.  They  made  for  the  fliore  and 
foon  landed;  and  fliortly  after  another  party, 
amounting  to  fix  or  feven,  arrived,  that  had 
come  by  land. 

On  board  our  little  vedel  w^e  had  a  poor 
Canadian,  whom  we  took  in  atSkenefborough. 
Tempted  by  the  accounts  he  had  heard  of  the 
United  Staff r,  he  quitted  his  own  home  in 
Canada,  where  he  lived  under  one  of  the 
feigniors,  and  had  gone  as  far  ai:  Albany,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  pkce  he  had 
worked  for  fome  time  with  .a  farmer  j  but 
finding,  that  although  he  got  higher  wages, 
he  had  to  pay  much  more  for  his  pro- 
vifions  than  in  Canada,  and  that  he  was  alfo 
moft  egregioufly  cheated  by  the  people,  and 
particularly  by  his  employer,  from  whom  he 
could  not  get  even  the  money  he  had  earned ; 
finding  likevvife  that  he  was  unable  to  procure 
any  redrefs,  from  being  ignorant  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  language,  the  poor  fellow  determined  to 
return  to  Canada,  and  on  his  way  thither  we 
met  him,  without  a  fliilling  in  his  pocket. 

Having  afked  this  little  fellow,  as  we  failed 
along,  fome  qucftions  about  the  Indians,  he 
immediately  gave  us  a  long  account  of  a  Cap- 
tain Thomas,  a  chief  of  the  C?.chenonaga  na- 
tion, in  the  neighbourhood  of  whofc  village  he 
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faid  he  lived.  Thomas,  he  told  us,  wag  a  very 
rich  man,  and  had  a  moft  excellent  houfe,  in 
which  hq  laid  he  li<^ed  as  well  as  a  feignior, 
and  he  was  fure  we  Ihould  be  v/cll  received  if 
we  went  to  fee  him ;  he  told  us  alio  that  he 
h>ad  built  a  church,  and  was  a  chriHian;  that 
he  was  very  charitable,  a  id  that  if  he  were  ac- 
quainted,  with  his  pre'fent  didrels  he  would 
certainly  make  him  a  prefent  of  four  or  five 
dollars.  "  Oh  je  vous  aillire,  rneflieurs,  que 
*'  c'eft  un  bon  fauvage."  It  was  impofllble 
not  to  fmile  at  the  little  Canadian,  who,  half 
naked  himfelF,  and  nearly  as  dark  as  a  mulatto, 
concluded  his  panegyric  upon  Thomas,  by 
airuriug  us,  **  he  was  a  good  favagc;"  at  the 
fame  time  we  felt  a  ilrong  delire  to  behold  this 
chief,  of  whom  we  had  heard  fomuch.  It  was 
not  long  before  we  v/ere  gratified,  for  the  party 
of  Indians  that  arrived  whild  we  wereat  Chim- 
ney Point  were  froni  the  Cachenonaga  village, 
and  at  their  head  was  Captain  Thomas. 

Thomas  appeared  to  be  about  forty-five 
years  of  age ;  he  was  nearly  fix  feet  high,  and 
very  bulky  in  proportion  :  this  is  a  fort  of  make 
uncommon  among  the  Indians,  who  are  gene- 
rally flender.  lie  was  d  re  fled  like  a  white 
man,  in  boots  -,  his  hair  untied,  but  cut  {hort ; 
the  people  who  attended  him  were  all  in  the 
Indian  habit.  Not  one  of  his  followers  could 
fpeak  a  word  of  EngUfli  or  French;  Thomas, 
jjim^i  however, 
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howevef,  could  himfelf  fpeak  both  Mnguages; 
Englifli  he  fpoke  with  fome  little  hefitation> 
and  not  corredly ;  but  French  feemed  as  fo- 
miliar  to  him  as  his  native  tongue.     His  prin- 
cipal attention  feemed  to  be  dircded  towards 
trade,  whicli  he  had  purfued  with  great  fuc- 
cel's,  io  much  fo,  indeed,  that,  as  we  after- 
wards heard,  he  could  get  credit  in  any  ftore  in 
MoiKreal  for  five  hundred  pounds.     He  had 
along  v;ith  him  at  Chimney  Point  thirty  horfes, 
and  a  quantity  of  furs  in  the  canoe,  which  he 
was  taking  for  fale  to  Albany.     His  p€ople> 
he  told  us,  had  but  very  few  wants 5  he  took 
care  to  have  thefe  always  fupplied;  in  return 
they  brought  him  furs,  taken  in  hunting  5  they 
attended  his  horfes,  and  voluntarily  accom- 
panied him  when  he  went  on  a  trading  expe- 
dition :  his  profits  therefore  muft  be  immenfe. 
During  the  courfe  of  converfation  he  told  us, 
that  if  we  came  to  fee  him  he  would  make  us 
very  happy ;  that  there  were  fome  very  hand- 
fome  fquaws  *  in  his  village,  and  that  each  of 
us  fhould  have  a  wife :  we  promifed  to  vifit 
him  if  it  was  in  our  power,  and  parted  very 
good  friends.  Thomas,  as  we  afterwards  found, 
is  not  a  man  refpedted  among  the  Indians  in  ge- 
neral, who  think  much  more  of  a  chief  that  is 
a  good  warrior  and  hunter,  and  that  retains  the 
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habits  of  his  nation,  than  of  one  that  becomes 
a  trader,  and  affimilates  his  manners  to  thofe 
of  the  v.'hites.  j^,, 

Lake  Champlain  is  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  in  length,  and  is  of  various 
breadths ;  for  the  firft  thirty  miles,  that  is,  from 
South  River  to  Crown  Point,  it  is  in  no  place 
more  than  two  miles  wide  j  beyond  this,  for 
the  diftance  of  twelve  miles,  it  is  live  or  fix 
miles  acrofsj  but  then  again  it  narrows,  and 
again  at  the  end  of  a  few  miles  expands.  That 
part  called  the  Broad  Lake,  becaufe  broader 
than  any  other,  commences  about  twenty-five 
miles  north  of  Crown  Point,  and  is  eighteen 
miles  acrofs  in  the  wideft  part.  Here  the  lake 
is  interfperfed  with  a  great  number  of  iflands, 
the  largeft  of  which,  formerly  called  Grande 
Ille,  now  South  Hero,  is  fifteen  miles  in  length, 
and,  on  an  average,  about  four  in  breadth. 
I'he  foil  of  this  ifland  is  fertile>  and  it  is  faid 
that  five  hundred  people  are  fettled  upon  it. 
The  Broad  Lake  is  nearly  fifty  miles  in  length, 
and  gradually  narrows  till  it  terminates  in  a 
large  river  called  Chambly,  Richlieu,  or  So- 
relle,  which  runs  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 
^  The  fopundings  of  Lake  Champlain,  except 
at  the  narrow  parts  at  either  end,  are  in  general 
very  deep  j  in  many  places  fixty  and  feventy, 
and  in  fome  even  one  hundred  fathoms.  In 
proportion  to  its  breadth  and  depth,  the  water 
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is  more  or  lefs  clear ;  in  the  broad  part  it  is  a3 
pure  and  tranlparcnt  as  poffible.  On  the  weft 
lide,  as  far  as  Cumberland  Bay,  the  lake  is 
bounded  for  the  moil  part  by  fteep  mountains 
clofe  to  the  ed^^^  of  the  water;  at  Cumberland 
i^'AV  the  ridpe  of  mountains  runs  off  to  the 
north-weft,  and  the  (liore  farther  on  is  low  ar.d 
fwampy.  The  Eaft  or  Vermont  fhore  is  net 
much  elevated,  except  in  a  few  particular 
places;  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles,  how- 
ever, from  the  lake  is  a  conliderable  mountain. 
The  fliores  on  both  fides  are  very  rocky;  where 
there  are  mountains  thefe  rocks  jut  out  very 
boldly;  but  at  the  eaft  fide,  where  the  land  is 
low,  they  appear  but  a  little  above  the  water. 
The  idands  alfo,  for  the  moft  part,  are  fur- 
rounded  with  rocks,  in  fome  part?,  fhelving 
down  into  tlic  lake,  fo  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
approach  within  one  or  two  miles  of  them  at 
particular  fides.  From  fome  parts  of  the  eafteni 
Ihorethe  rocks  alfo  run  out  in  the  fame  man- 
ner for  a  confiderablc  diftance.  Sailin";  alou"; 
the  (hore  when  a  breeze  is  blowing,  a  hollow 
murmunng  noife  is  always  heard  from  the  wa- 
ters f})lafhing  into  the  crannies  of  thefe  rocks. 
There  arc  many  ftreams  which  fall  into  the 
lake:  the  mouths  of  all  thofeon  the  wcftern 
fide«re  obftrudted  by  falls,  fo  that  none  of  them 
are  nnvjeable.  Of  thofc  on  the  caftcrn  or 
Vermont  fide,  a  few  <inly  are  navigable  for 
f<na]l  boats,  and  di.it  for  a  fliort  diftancj. 

The 
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The  fcenery  along  various  parts  of  the  lake 
is  extremely  grand  and  pidurclque,  particularly 
beyond  Crown  Point;  the  (liores  are  there 
beautifully  ornamented  with  lianging  woods 
and  rocks,  and  the  mountains  on  the  wefteni 
fide  rife  up  in  ranges  one  behind  the  other  in 
the  moft  magnificent  manner.  It  was  on  one 
of  the  finefi:  evenings  polfible  that  we  pafl"ed 
along  this  part  of  the  lake,  and  the  fun  fetting 
in  all  his  glory  behind  the  mountains,  fpread 
the  richefi:  tints  over  every  part  of  the  profped ; 
the  moon  alfo  appearing  nearly  in  the  full, 
(hortly  after  the  day  had  clofed,  afforded  us  an 
opportunity  of  beholding  the  furrounding 
fcenery  in  frelh  though  lefs  brilliant  colours. 
Our  httlebark  was  now  gliding  fmoothly  along, 
whilfl:  every  one  of  us  n;main>.d  wrapt  up  in 
filent  contemplation  of  the  folemn  lcenc,'when 
fuddenly  Hie  ftruck  upon  one  cf  the  fhelving 
rocks:  nothing  but  hurry  and  ccnfution  was 
now  vifible  on  board,  every  one  lending  hi> 
afliftancej  however,  at  lall,  with  foinc  diih- 
culty,  we  got  her  off;  but  in  a  minute  ihc 
Uruck  a  i'econd  time,  and  after  we  had  again 
extricated  her,  even  a  third  and  a  fourth  time  ; 
at  laft  (lie  ftuck  fo  fift,  th.it  for  a  fiiort  time  we 
defpaired  of  being  able  to  move  her.  At  the 
end  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  however,  we  again 
fortunately  got  her  into  deep  water.  Wc  had 
before  fufpcdted  that   our   boatman   did  not 
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know  a  great  deal  about  the  navigation  of  the 
lake,  and  on  queftioninghim  now,  it  came  out, 
that  he  had  been  a  cobler  all  his  life,  till  within 
the  laft  nine  months,  when  he  thought  proper 
to  chiiiige  his  buiinefs,  and  turn  failor.  AH  the 
knov/ledge  he  had  of  the  lliores  of  the  lake, 
was  what  he  had  picked  up  during  that  time, 
as  he  failed  ftraight  backward  and  forward  be- 
tween St.  John's  and  Skeneftorough.  On  the 
prefent  occafion  he  had  miftaken  one  bay  for 
another,  and  had  the  waves  been  as  high  as 
they  fometimes  are,  the  boat  would  inevitably 
have  been  daflied  to  pieces. 

The  humble  roof  of  another  judge,  a  plain 
Scotch  labourer,  afforded  us  (helter  for  this 
night.  It  was  near  eleven  o'clock,  however, 
when  we  got  there,  and  the  family  having 
retired  to  reft,  we  had  to  remain  rapping  and 
calling  at  ihe  door  for  half  an  hour  at  leaft, 
before  we  c<  uld  get  admittance.  The  people 
at  laft  being  .  oufcd,  opened  their  doors,  cheer- 
fully got  us  fome  fupper,  and  prepared  their 
bcft  beds  for  us.  In  the  morning,  having 
paid  our  reckoning  to  the  judge,  he  returned 
to  his  plough,  and  we  to  our  boat  to  profecute 
our  voyage. 

Wc  fct  off  this  day  with  a  remarkable  fine 
breeze,  and  being  dcfirous  of  terminating  our 
voyage  as  foon  as  poffible,  of  which  we  began 
now  to  be  fomcwhat  tired,  wc  flopped  but 
1^  once 
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once  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  determined 
to  fail  on  all  night.  A  fliort  time  after  fun- 
fet  we  pafTed  the  boimdary  between  the  Bri- 
tifh  dominions  and  the  United  States.  Here 
we  were  brought  to  by  an  armed  brig  of 
twenty  guns,  under  Englifh  colours,  ftationed 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  all  boats  pailing 
up  and  down  the  lake :  the  anl'wers  which  we 
gave  to  the  feveial  queftions  alked  being  fatis- 
fadtory,  we  were  accordingly  lliffered  to  pro- 
ceed. Since  the  Turrendcr  of  the  pofts,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  late  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
this  brig  has  been  removed,  and  laid  up  at  St. 
John's.  When  night  came  on,  we  wrapped 
Gurfelves  up  in  our  blankets,  as  we  had  done 
on  the  iirfl  night  of  our  voyage,  and  laid  down 
upon  the  cabin  floor,  where  we  might  poflibly 
have  flept  until  we  got  to  St.  John's,  had  we 
not  been  awakened  at  midnight  by  the  loud 
hollas  of  the  fcntinel  at  iJij  Britilh  fortou  '-(Iq 
aux  Noix.  On  exaininii  '  into  tlie  matter,  it 
appeared  that  the  bout  iiuJ  been  driven  on 
ihoie,  wiiile  our  flcepy  pilot  enjoyed  his  nap 
at  the  helm;  and  I'lc  fentine.,  unable  to 
imagine  what  we  vvcre  about,  lecing  the  boat 
run  up  dole  under  the  fort,  and  fufpxious  of 
fome  attack,  1  llippofc,  had  turned  out  the 
whole  guard  i  by  whom,  after  being  examined 
and  re-examined,  w«;  were  finally  difmilled. 
We  now  took  the  command  ol  the  boat  upon 
...  "  our- 
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ourfdves,  for  the  boatman,  although  he  was 
more  anxious  to  get  to  St.  John's  than  any  one 
of  us,  and  though  he  had  himfelf  in  fome 
meafurc  induced  us,  to  go  on,  was  fo  fleepy 
that  he  eould  not  keep  his  eyes  open.  Re- 
lieving each  other  at  the  helm,  we  reached 
St.  John's  hy  day-break ;  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  diftant  from  Skenefborough. 

Immediately  on  our  landing  we  were  con- 
duced to  the  guard  houfe,  where  we  had  to 
deliver  to  the  lerjeant  on  duty,  to  be  by  him 
forwarded  to  the  conmianding  officer,  an  ac- 
count of  our  names,  occupation,  and  place  of 
abode,  the  fliidtcfl  orders  having  been  ilibed 
by  the  governor  not  to  fuffer  any  Frenchmen 
or  other  foreigners,  or  any  j>eople  who  could 
not  give  an  cxad:  account  of  their  buiine^s  ii\ 
Canada,  to  enter  into  the  country. 

St.  John's  is  a  garrilbn  town  ;  it  contains 
about  fifty  mifcrable  wooden  dwellings,  and 
barracks,  in  which  a  whole  regiment  is  gene- 
rally quartered.  The  fortifications  are  entirely 
out  of  ordvT,  fo  much  fo  that  it  would  be 
ch.'aper  tu  eredt  frcfli  works  than  to  attempt 
to  repair  them.  There  is  a  kinu's  dock  vard 
here,  well  ilorcd  with  tinibcr,  at  kill  when 
we  faw  it;  but  in  thecourfe  of  the  liunmer, 
cifter  th^*  armed  bri:j  which  I  me.  tioncd  was 
laid  up,  all  the  tit  nci'  was  fold  off.  The  old 
hulks  of  feveral  vefli.ls  of  force  were  lying 
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oppofite  the  yard.  In  proportion  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  trade  between  New  York  and  Lower 
Canada,  this  town  miift  improve,  as  it  is  the 
Britifh  port  of  entry  on  Lake  Champlain. 

The  country  about  St.  John's  is  flat,  and 
verv  bare  of  trees,  a  dreadful  fire  in  the  year 
1788  having  done  great  mifchief,  anddeflroyed 
all  the  woods  for  fevcral  miles :  in  fome  parts 
of  the  neighbourhood  the  people  fuffer  ex- 
tremely during  winter  from  the  want  of  fuel. 

At  St.  John's  we  hired  a  light  waggon, 
fimilar  to  thofe  made  ufe  of  in  the  United 
States,  and  fet  off  about  noon  for  La  Prarie, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  By 
the  diredl  road,  this  is  only  eighteen  miles 
diflant ;  but  the  moft  agreeable  way  of  going 
thither  is  by  Chambly,  which  is  a  few  miles 
farther,  on  account  of  feeing  the  old  callle  built 
there  by  the  French.  The  caflle  flands  clofe 
to  the  rapids  in  Chambly  or  Soreile  River,  and 
at  a  little  diflancehas  a  grand  appearance;  the 
adjacent  country  alfo  being  very  beautiful,  the 
whole  to':'cther  forms  a  moft  interellin?  fcene. 
The  caflle  is  in  tolerably  good  repair,  and  a 
garrifon  i-^  conf^antly  kept  in  it.  s 

As  you  travel  along  this  road  to  La  Prarie, 
after  having  jufl:  arrived  from  the  United  States 
over  Lake  Champlain,  a  variety  of  objects 
Ibrcibly  remind  you  of  your  having  got  into  a 
new  country.     The  Britifli  fl;ig,  the   foldiers 
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(ui    duty,    the    French   inhabitants    running: 
about  in  their   red    nightcaps,    the  children 
coming  to  the  doors  to  filute  you  as  you  pafs, 
a  thing  unknown  in  any  part  of  the   United.. 
States ;  the  conipaft  and  neat  exterior  appear- 
ance   of  the  houfes,  the  calaOies,.  the  bons- 
dieux,  the  large    Roman    Catholic  churches 
and  chapels,  the  convents,  the  priefts  in  their 
robes,  the  nuns,  the  friars  j  all  ferve  to  con- 
vince you,  that  you  are  no  longer  in  any  part 
of  the  United  States :  the  language  alfo  differs, 
French  being  here  univerllilly  fpoken. 

The  calaih  is  a  carriage  very  generally  ufed 
in  Lower  Canada;,  there  is  fcarcely  a  farmer 
indeed  in  the  country  who  does  not  poffefs 
one :  it  is  a  fort  of  one  horfe  chaife,  capable 
of  holding  two  people  belides  the  driver,  who 
fits  oi'  a  kind  of  box  placed  over  the  foot 
board  cxprefsly  for  his  accommodation.  The 
body  of  the  calaih  is  hung  upon  broad  flraps 
of  leather,  round  iron  rollers  that  are  placed 
behind,  vy  means  of  which  they  are  fhortened 
or  lengdiened.  On  each  fide  of  the  carriage 
is  a  little  door  about  two  feet  high,  whereby 
you  enter  it,  and  which  is  ufeful  when  ihut, 
in  preventing  any  thing  from  Hipping  out. 
The  harnefs  for  the  horfe  is  always  liiade  in 
the  old  French  tafte,  extremely  heavy ;  it  is 
ftudded  with  brafs  nails,  and  to  particular  parts 
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of  it  are  attached  fmall  bells,  of  no  ufe  that  I 
could  ever  difcover  but  to  annoy  the  pafifenger. 
The  bons  dieiix  are  large  wooden  crucifixes, 
fometimes  upwards  of  twenty  feet  in  height, 
placed  on  the  highway ;  fome  of  them  are 
highly  ornamented  and  painted:  as  the  people 
pafs  they  pull  off  their  hats,  or  in  fome  other 
way  make  obeifance  to  them. 

La  Prarie  de  la  Madelene  contains  about 
one  hundred  houfes.  After  flopping  an  hour  of 
two  there,  we  embarked  in  a  bateau  for  Mon- 
treal. 

Montreal  is  fitiiatcd  on  an  ifland  of  the 
fame  name,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence   to   that  on  which  La  Prarie 
flands,  but  fome  what  lower  down.     The  two 
towns  are  nine  miles  apart,  and  the  river  is 
about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  wide.     The 
current  here  is  prodigioufly  ftrong,  and  in  par- 
ticular places  as  you  crofs,  the  boats  are  hur- 
ried down  the  llream,  in  the  midft  of  large 
rocks,  with  fuch  impetiiofity  that  it  feems  as 
if  nothing  could  fave  them  from  being  daflied 
to  pieces;  indeed  this  would  certainly  be  the 
cafe,  if  the  men  were  not  uncommonly  expert; 
but    the  Canadians   are  the    moft   dexterous 
people  perhaps  in  the  world  at  the  manage- 
ment of  bateaux  in  rapid  rivers.    After  fuch  a 
profpeifl  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  it  was 
not  without  allonifliment  thut  on  approaching 
.r,%  X2  the 
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the  town  jf  Montreal,  we  beheld  fliios  of  up- 
wards of  lour  hundred  tons  burthen  lying  clofe 
to  the  fliore.      The  difficulties  which  veflels 
have  to  encounter  in  getting  to  Montreal,  are 
immenfe ;    I  have  mvfelf  feen  them  with  all 
their  fails  fet,  and  with  a  fmart  and  favourable 
breeze,  ftationary  for  an  hour  together  in  the 
itream,  unable  to  ilem  it,  between  the  ifland 
of  St.  Helcne  and  the  main  land,  juft  below 
the  town :  to  fteni  the  current  at  this  place, 
it  is  alnioft  necefl'ary  that  the  vefi'el  fliould  be 
aided  by  a  ilorm.    The  afcent  is  equally  diiii^ 
cult  in  feveral  other  parts  of  the  river.    Owing 
to  this  it  is,  that  the  pailage  from  Quebec  to 
Montreal  is  generally  more  tedious  than  that 
acrofs   the   Atlantic;  thofe  Ihips,  therefore, 
which  trade  between  Europe  and  Montreal,, 
never  attempt  to  make  more  than  one  voyage 
during  the  year.   Notwithftanding  the  rapidity 
of  the  ilream,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  very 
deep,  and  in  particular  jufl   oppofite  to   the 
town.    The  largeil  mercliant  velTels  can  there 
lie  fo  dole  to  the  banks,   which  are  in  their 
natural  (late,  that  you  may  nearly  touch  them, 
with  your  hand  as  you  iland  on  tlie  fliorc. 
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'"F'HE  town  of  Montreal  was  laid  out  pur-> 
fuant  to  the  orders  of  one  of  the  kings 
of  France  j  wliicli  were,  that  a  town  (liould  be 
Imilt  as  high  up  on  the  St.  Lawrence  as  it 
were  poffiblc  for  veflcls  to  go  by  fea.  In  fixmg 
upon  the  fpot  where  it  (lands,  his  commands 
were  complied  with,  in  the  furi^efl  {Qr\(Q. 
The  town  at  prefent  contains  about  twelve 
hundred  houfes,  whereof  live  hundred  only 
are  within  the  walls ;  the  reft  are  in  the 
luburbs,  which  commence   from  the    north, 
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eaft,  and  weft  gates.  The  houfes  in  the  fuburbs 
are  moftly  built  of  wood,  but  the  others  are 
all  of  ftone ;  none  of  them  are  elegant,  but 
there  are  many  very  comfortable  habitations. 
In  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  towards  the 
river,  where  mod:  of  the  fliops  ftand,  they 
have  a  very  gloomy  appearance,  and  look  like 
fo  many  prifons,  being  all  furnilhcd  at  the 
outfide  with  fheet  iron  Ihutters  to  the  doors 
and  windows,  which  are  regularly  clofed  to- 
wards evening,  in  order  to  guard  againft  fir-". 
The  town  has  fufFered  by  fire  very  materially 
at  different  times,  and  the  inhabitants  have 
fuch  a  dread  of  it,  that  all  who  can  afford  it, 
cover  the  rqofs  of  their  houfes  with  tin  plates 
inftead  of  (liingles.  By  law  they  are  obliged 
to  have  one  or  more  ladders,  in  proportion  to 
the  fize  of  the  houfe,  always  ready  on  the 
roofs. 

The  flreets  are  all  very  narrow;  three  of 
them  run  parallel  to  the  river,  and  thefe  arc 
interfered  by  others  at  right  angles,  but  not 
at  regular  diftances.  On  the  fide  of  the 
town  farthefl  from  the  river,  and  nearly 
between  the  northern  and  fouthern  extremi- 
ties, there  is  a  fmall  fquare,  called  La  Place 
d'Armcs,  which  feems  originally  to  have  been 
left  open  to  the  walls  on  one  fide,  and  to 
have  been  intended  for  the  military  to  exercife 
ini  the  troops,  however,  ncvcrmake  ufe  of  it 
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now,  but  parade  on  a  long  walk,  behind  the 
walls,  nearer  to  the  barracks.  On  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  town,  towards  the  water,  is  another 
^fmall  fquare,  where  the  market  is  held. 

There  are  fix  churchos  in  Montreal ;  one 
for  Englifh  Epifcopalian?,  one  f^r  Prefbyteri- 
sns,  and  four  for  Roman  Catholics.  The 
cathedral-  church  beloncjinG:  to  the  latter, 
which  occupies  one  fide  of  La  Place  d'Armes, 
is  a  very  fpacious  building,  and  contains  five 
altars,  all  very  richly  decorated.  The  doors 
of  this  cathedral  are  left  open  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  and  there  are,  generally,  numbers 
of  old  people  in  it  at. their  prayers,  even  when 
no  regular  fervicc  is  going  on.  On  a  fine  Sun- 
day in  the  fummer  feafon,  fuch  multitudes 
fiock  to  it,  that  even  the  Heps  at  the  outfide 
are  covered  with  people,  who,  unable  to  get  in, 
remain  there  kneeling  with  their  hats  off  during 
the  whole  time  of  divine  fcrvice^  Nearly 
all  the  chriftenings,  marriages,  and  bu'.:!s  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Monteal, 
are  performed  in  this  church,  on  which  oc- 
cafions,  as  well  as  before  and  during  ths 
mafles,  they  always  ring  the  bells,  to  the  great 
annoyance  of  every  perfon  that  is  not  a  lover 
of  dilcordsj  for  inftead  of  pulling  the  bells, 
which  are  five  in  number,  and  really  well 
toned,  with  regularity,  they  jingle  them  all  at 
<once,  without  any  fort  of  cadence  whatever. 
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Our  lodgings  happened  to  be  in  La  Place 
d'Armcs;  and  during  three  weeks  that  we 
remained  there,  I  verily  believe  the  bells  wer:: 
never  fuffered  to  remain  flill  for  two  hour> 
together,   at  any  one   time,    except   in    the 

The  funerals,  as  in  other  Roman  Catholic 
countries,  arc  condudted  with  great  ceremony  j 
the  corpfe  is  always  attended  to  the' church 
by  a  number  of  priefts  chanting  prayers,  and 
by  little  boys  in  white  robes  and  black  caps 
carrying  wax  lights.  A  morning  fcarcely 
ever  paffed  over,  that  one  or  more  of  thele 
proceflions  did  not  pafs  under  our  windows 
whilfl;  we  were  at  breakfail;  for  on  the  op- 
polite  fide  of  the  fquare  to  that  on  which 
the  cathedral  Hood,  was  a  fort  of  chapel,  to 
which  the  bodies  of  all  thofe  perfons,  whofe 
friends  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  an  expenfive 
funeral,  were  brought,  I  fuppofe,  in  the  night, - 
for  we  could  never  fee  any  carried  in  there, 
and  from  thence  conveyed  in  the  morning  to 
the  cathedral.  If  the  priefls  are  paid  for  it, 
they  go  to  the  houfe  of  the  deceafed,  though 
it  be  ever  fo  far  diftatit,  and  efcort  the  corplc 
to  the  church.  Until  within  a  few  years  paft, 
it  was  cullomary  to  bury  all  the  bodies  in  the 
vaults  underneath  the  cathedral ;  but  now  it 
is  prohibited,  left  fome  putrid  diforder  Should 
break  out  in  the  town  in  confequence  of  fucli 
•  -'C?        S  V  ,c  numbers 
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numbers  being  depofited  there.  The  burying 
grounds  are  all  without  the  walls  at  prcfent. 

There  are  in  Montreal  four  convents,  one 
of  which  is  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis ;  ths 
number  of  the  friars,  however,  is  reduced  now 
to  two  or  three,  and  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
province  men  can  no  longer  enter  into  any 
religious  order,  it  will  of  courfc  in  a  few  years 
dwindle  entirely  away.  On  the  female  orders 
there  is  no  reflrldtion,  and  they  are  ftlll  well 
filled.  The  Hotel  Dieu,  founded  as  earlv  as 
1644,  for  the  relief  of  the  fick  poor,  and 
which  is  the  oldeft  of  the  convents,  contains 
thirty  "  religieufes"-^nuns;  La  Congrega- 
tion de  Notre  Dame,  inftituted  for  the  in- 
ftrudtion  of  young  girls,  contains  fifty-feven 
foeursj  another  fort  of  nuns ;  and  L'Hofpital 
Generale,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  infirni 
poor,  contains  eighteen  fcEurs.    '.'■'•'''' 

The  barracks  are  agreeably  litnatcd  near  the 
liver,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  town  j  they  are 
furrounded  by  a  lofty  wall,  and  calculated  to 
contain  about  three  hundred  men. 

The  walls  round  the  town  are  mouldering 
away  very  faft:,  and  in  fome  places  are  totally 
in  ruins ;  the  gates,  however,  remain  quite 
perfedt.  The  walls  were  built  principally  as 
a  defence  agalnft  the  Indians,  by  whom  the 
country  was  thickly  inhabited  when  Montreal 
was  founded,  and  they  were  found  neceflary, 
-'■'  to 
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to  repel  the  open  attacks  of  thefe  people,  as 
3ate  as  the  year  1736.  When  the  large  fairs 
ufcd  to  be  held  in  Montreal,  to  which  the 
Indians  from  all  parts  reforted  with  their  furs, 
they  were  alfo  found  extremely  ufcful,  as  the 
inhabitants  were  thereby  enabled  to  fliut  out 
the  Indians  at  night,  who,  had  they  been  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  in  the  town,  addidled  as  they 
are  to  drinking,  might  have  been  tempted  to 
commit  great  outrages,  and  would  have  kept 
the  inhabitants  in  a  continual  ilate  of  alarm. 
In  their  beft  ftate,  the  walls  could  not  have 
protected  the  town  againft  cannon,  not  even 
againft  a  fix-pounder  j  nor,  indeed,  would  the 
ftrongeft  walls  be  of  any  ufe  in  defending  it 
againft  artillery,  as  it  is  completely  cojiimand- 
ed  by  the  eminences  in  the  illand  of  St.  He- 
lene*,  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence.  Montreal 
has  always  been  an  eafy  cong[ueft  to  regular 
troops. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Montreal  are  of  French  extradion  -, 
all  the  eminent  merchants,  however,  and 
principal  people  in  the  town,  are  either  Eng- 
iifh,  Scotch,  Irilli,  or  their  descendants,  all  of 
whom  pafs  for  Engliih  with  the  Fr-cnch  in- 
habitants.     The  French  retain,  in  a  great 

meafure, 
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meafure,  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  their 
anceftors,  as  well  as  the  language  ;  they  have 
an  unconquerable  averfion  to  Ic.irn  Englifh, 
and  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  any  perfon 
amongft  them,  that  can  fpeak  it  in  any  man- 
ner; but  the  Englifli  inhabitants  are,  for  the 
moft  part,  well  acquainted  with  the  French 
language.      '  "  '•"■  '"-  -^'■'■■-  .'  :i .   • 

The  people  of  Montreal,  in  general,  are  re- 
markably hofpitable  and  attentive  to  ftrangers ; 
they  are  fbciable  alfo  amongft  themfelves,  and 
fond  in  the  extreme  of  convivial  amufements. 
In  winter,  they  keep  up  fuch  a  conftant  and 
friendly  intercourfe  with  each  other,  that  it 
feems  then  as  if  the  town  were  inhabited  but 
by  one  large  family.  During  fummer  they 
Jive  fomewhat  more  retired ;  but  throughout 
that  feafon  a  club,  formed  of  all  the  principal 
inhabitants,  both  male  and  female,  meet  every 
week  or  fortnight,  for  the  purpofe  of  dining  at 
fome  agreeable  fpot  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  town. 

The  ifland  of  Montreal  is  about  tv(renty- 
^ight  miles  in  length  and  ten  in  breadth;  it 
is  the  largcft  of  fcveral  iflands  which  are 
Situated  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Utawa  River.  Its  foil  is  luxuriant,  and 
in  fome  parts  much  cultivated  and  thickly  in- 
habited. It  is  agreeably  diverfified  with  hill 
and  dale,  and  towards  its  center,  in  the  neighs 
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bourhood  of  Montreal,  there  are  two  or  three 
confiderable  mountains.  The  largeft  of  thefe 
Hands  at  the  diftance  of  about  one  mile  from 
the  town,  which  is  named  from  it.  The  bafe 
of  this  mountain  is  furrounded  with  neat 
country  houfes  and  gardens,  and  partial  im- 
provements have  been  made  about  one  third 
of  the  way  up  j  the  remainder  is  entirely 
covered  with  lofty  trees.  On  that  fide  to- 
wards the  river  is  a  large  old  monafl^ry,  with 
cxtcnfive  incloiiircs  walled  in,  round  which 
the  ground  has  been  cleared  for  fome  diftance. 
This  open  part  is  covered  with  a  rich  verdure, 
and  the  woods  encircling  it,  inftead  of  being 
overrun  with  bruiliwood,  are  quite  clear  at 
bottom,  fo  that  you  may  here  roam  about  at 
pleafure  for  miles  together,  fliaded,  by  the 
loftv  trees,  fiom  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

The  view  from  hence  is  grand  beyond  de- 
fcripticn.  A  prodigious  expanfj  of  country 
is  laid  open  to  the  eye,  with  tlie  noble  river  St, 
Lawrence  winding  through  it,  which  may  be 
traced  from  tlic  remoted  part  of  the  horizon. 
The  river  comes  from  the  right,  and  flows 
fmoothly  on,  after  paiTrng  down  tlie  tremen- 
/.lous  rapids  above  the  town,  where  it  is 
JiUrricd  over  huge  rocks  with  a  ncife  that  is 
heard  even  up  the  m.ountain.  On  the  left 
below  you,  appears  the  town  of  Montreal, 
with  Its  churches,  monailcries,  glittering 
;  Ipires, 
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fpires,  and  the  lliipping  under  its  old  walls ; 
feveral  little  iflands  in  the  river  near  the  town, 
partly  improved,  partly  overgrown  with  w^ood, 
add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  fcene.  La 
Prarie  v^ith  its  large  church  on  the  diilant  fide 
of  the  river,  is  feen  to  the  greateil:  advantage, 
and  beyond  it,  is  a  range  of  lofty  mountains 
which  terminates  the  profpcd.  Such  an 
endlefs  variety  and  fuch  a  grandeur  is  there  in 
the  view  from  this  part  of  the  mountain,  that 
even  thofe  who  are  mod  habituated  to  the 
view,  always  find  it  a  frelli  fubjcdt  of  admira- 
tion whenever  they  contemplate  it;  and  on  this 
part  of  the  mountain  it  is  that  the  club  which 
I  mentioned  generally  aflembles.  Two  llew- 
ards  are  appointed  for  the  day,  who  always 
chufe  fome  new  fpot  where  the«*e  is  a  fpring 
or  rill  of  water,  and  an  agreeable  (hade  :  each 
family  brings  cold  provilions,  wine,  6cc. ;  the 
whole  is  put  together,  and  the  company,  oftci^ 
amounting  to  one  hundred  pcrfons,  lits  down 
to  dinner.    ^''^''  "'  ■~'<'  '"  ' '"  "^''"  "*" 

The  fur  trade  is  what  is  chl'.fly  carried  on 
at  Montreal,  and  it  is  tlicre  that  the  jrrcatcr 
part  of  the  furs  arc  shipped,  which  are  Tent 
from  Canada  to  Enc^land. 

This  very  lucrative  trade  is  carried  on,  partly 
by  what  is  called,  the  North  Well  Company, 
and  partly  by  private  indivitluals  on  their  own 
account.     The  company  does  not  poifefs  any 
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particular  privileges  by  lavv^  but  irom  its  great 
capital  merely,  it  is  enabled  to  trade- to  certain 
remote  parts  of  the  continent,  to  the  exclufioii 
of  thofe  who  do  not  hold  any  lliares  in  it.  It 
was  formed  originally  by  the  merchants  of 
Montreal  themfelves,  who  wifely  confidered 
that  tlie  trade  could  be  carried  on  to  thole 
dirtant  parts  of  the  continent,  inhabited  folely 
by  Indians,  with  more  fecurity  and  greater 
profit,  if  they  joined  together  in  a  body,  than 
if  tliey  continued  to  trade  feparately.  The 
ilock  of  the  company  was  divided  into  forty 
iliares,  and  as  the  number  of  merchaints  in  the 
town  at  that  time  was  not  very  great,  this 
arrangement  afforded  an  opportunity  to  every 
one  of  them  to  join  in  the  company  if  he 
thought  proper.  At  prefent  thefe  ihares  have 
all  hdlen  into  the  hands  of  a  few  perfons.  ,^j 
The  company  principally  carries  on  its  trade 
by  means  of  the  Utawas  or  Grand  River,  that 
falls  into  the  St.  Lawrence  about  thirty  miles 
above  Montreal,  and  whicli  forms,  by  its  con- 
fluence with  that  river,  "  Le  Lac  de  Deux 
Montagues  et  le  Lac  St.  Louis,"— the  lake  of 
the  two  mountains  and  the  Lake  of  St.  Louis ; 
wherein  are  fevcral  large  iilauds.  To  convey 
the  furs  down  this  river,  they  make  ufe  of 
canoes,  formed  of  the  bark  of  the  birch  tree; 
Ibme  of  which  are  upon  fuch  a  large  fcale, 
that  they  arc  capable  of  containing  two  toni;  j 
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hut  they  feldom  put  fo  much  in  them,  efpe- 
cially  on  this  river,  it  being  in  many  places 
(hallow',  rapid,  and  full  of  rocks,  and  contains 
no  lefs  than  thirty-two  portages.      '  ••    >     - 
'  The   canoes  are   navigated  by  the  French 
Canadians,  who  are  particularly  fond  of  the 
employment,  preferring  it  in  general  to  that 
of  cultivating  the  ground.     A  fleet  of  them 
fets  off  from  Montreal  about   the  month  of 
May,  laden  with  provifions,  confiiling  chiefly 
of  bifcuit  and  fait  pork,  fuflicient  to  laft  the 
crews  till  their  return,  and  alio  with  the  articles 
given  in  barter  to  the  Indians.     At  fome  of 
the  (hallow  places  in  the  river,  it  is  fuflicient 
if  the  men  merely  get  out  of  the  canoes,  and 
pufli   them  en  into  the  deep  water ;   but  at 
others,  where  there  are  dangerous  rapids  and 
fliarp  rocks,  it  is  nccefliny  for  the  men  to  un- 
lade the  canoes,  and  carry  both  them  and  the 
cargoes  on  their    (lioulders,    till  they   come- 
again  to  a  fafe  part  of  the  river.     At  night 
they  drag  the  canoes  upon  fliore,  light  a  fire, 
cook  their  provilions  for  the  following  day,  and 
fleep  upon  the  ground  wrapped  up  in   their 
blankets.     If  it   happens  to  rain  very  hard, 
they  fometimes  (helter  themfclves  with  boughs 
of  trees,  but  in  general  they  remain  under  the 
canopy  of  heaven,   without  any  covering  but 
their  blankets :  they  ropy  exadly  the  Indian 
mode  of  life  on  thefc  occafiuns,  and  many  of 
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them  even  wear  the  Indian  drefles,  which  they 
find  more  convenient  than  their  own. 

Having  afcended  the  Utavvas  River  for 
about  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  which  it 
takes  them  about  eighteen  days  to  perform, 
they  then  crols  by  a  portage  into  Lake  Nif- 
pifling,  and  from  this  lake  by  another  portage 
they  get  upon  French  River,  that  falls  into 
Lake  Huron  on  the  north-call;  fide;  then 
coafting  along  this  laft  lake  they  pafs  through 
the  Straits  ot  St.  Mary,  where  tlierc  is  another 
portage  into  Lake  Superior;  and  coafting 
afterwards  along  the  Ihores  of  Lake  Superior, 
they  come  to  the  Grand  Portage  on  the  north- 
weil  fide  of  it ;  from  hence  by  a  chain  of 
fmall  lakes  ;uid  rivers  they  proceed  on  to  the 
Rainy  Lake,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and 
for  hundreds  of  miles  beyond  it,  through  Lake 
Winnipeg,  Sec. 

The  canoes,  however,  which  go  fo  far  up 
the  country,  never  return  the  fame  year; 
thofe  intended  to  bring  back  cargoes  imme- 
diately, llop  at  the  Grand  Torlage,  where  the 
furs  are  collcvltcd  ready  for  them  by  the  agents 
of  the  company.  'Ihe  furs  are  made  up  ia 
packs  of  a  certain  weight,  and  a  particular 
number  is  put  into  each  canoe.  By  knowing 
thus  the  cxat^l  weight  of  every  pack,  there  can 
be  no  embezzlement;  and  at  the  portages 
thqre  k  no  Unie  waAcd  iii.  allotting  to  each 
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man  his  load,  every  one  being  obliged  to  carry 
fo  many  packs. 

At  the  Grand  Portage,  and  along  that  im- 
menfe  chain  of  lakes  and  rivers,  which  extend 
beyond  Lake  Superior,   the  company  has  re- 
gular pofts,  where  the  agents  refide  j  and  with 
fuch  aflonifhing  enterprize  and  induftry  have 
the  affairs  of  this  company  been  carried  on, 
that  trading  pods  are   now  cilabliflied  within 
five  hundred  miles  of  the  Paciiic  Ocean.    One 
gentleman,  indeed,  a  partner  in  the  houfe  at 
Montreal,  which  now  holds  the  greated  part 
of  the  {hares  of  the  company,  has  even  pene- 
trated to  the  Pacific  Ocean  itfelf.     The  jour- 
nal kept  by  this  gentleman  upon  tl^e  expedi- 
tion is,  it  is  faid,  replete  with  information  of 
the  moft  interefting  nature.     That  it  has  not 
been  laid  before  the  public  loivj-  ayo,  toe-ether 
with  an  accurate  map  of  his  track,  is  to  be 
imputed  folely  to  an  unfortunate  miiunder- 
ftanding  which  took  place  between   him  and 
a  noble  lord  high  in  the  confidence  cf  govern- 
ment. 

In  the  firft  attempt  which  this  adventurous 
gentleman,  a  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  made  to  pene- 
trate to  the  ocean,  he  fet  out  early  in  the 
fpring  from  the  remoteft  of  the  pofts  belong- 
ing to  the  company.  He  took  with  him  a 
fingle  canoe,  and  a  party  of  cholen  men;  and 
after  paflirg  over  prodigious  trads  of  land, 
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never  before  traverfed  by  ?,ny  white  perfon, 
at  laft  came  to  a  large  river.    Here  the  canoe, 
which   was   carried   by   the  men   on     their 
fliouldcrs,  v/as  launched,  and  having  all  em- 
barked,   they    proceeded   down   the    ftream. 
'    From  the  courie  this  river  took  for  a  very 
great   diftance,   Mr.   M*Kenzie   was  led   to 
imagine  that  it  was  one  of  thofe  rivers  he  was 
in  queft  of  j  namely,  one  which  emptied  itfelf 
into  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  but  at  the  end  of 
ieveral  weeks,  during  which  they  had  worked 
their  way  downward  with  great  eagernefs,  he 
was  convinced,  from  the  gradual  inclination  of 
the  river  towards  another  quarter,  that  he  mull 
have  been  miftaken ;  and  that  it  was  one  of 
thofe   immenfe   rivers,    fo  numerous  on  the 
continent  of  North   America,  that  ran  into 
Baffin's  Bay,  or  the  Ardic  Ocean. 

The  party  was  now  in  a  very  critical  fitu- 
ation;  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  and  the 
length  of  way  which  they  had  to  return  was 
prodigious.  If  they  attempted  to  go  back,  and 
were  overtaken  by  winter,  they  muft  in  all 
probability  perifli  for  want  of  provifions  in  an 
uninhabited  country ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  they 
made  up  their  minds  to  fpcnd  the  winter 
where  they  were,  they  had  no  time  to  lofe  in 
building  huts,  and  going  out  to  hunt  and  filh, 
that  they  might  have  fufficient  (lores  to  fup- 
port  them  through  that  dreary  feafon.     Mr. 
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M'Kenzie  feprefented  the  matter,  in  the  mofl: 
open  terms,  to  his  men,  and  left  it  to  them- 
felves  to  determine  the  part  they  would  take. 
The  men  were  for  going  back  at  all  hazards ; 
and  the  refult  was,  that  thev  reached  their 
friends  in  fafety.  The  difficulties  they  had  to 
contend  with,  and  the  exertions  they  made  in 
returning,  were  almoft:  furpafling  belief.  • 
*  The  fecond  expedition  entered  upon  by 
Mr.  M'Kenzie,  and  which  fucceeded  to  his 
wiflies,  was  undertaken  about  three  years  ago. 
He  fet  out  in  the  fame  manner,  but  well  pro- 
vided with  feveral  different  things,  which  he 
found  the  want  of  in  the  firft  expedition.  He 
was  extremely  well  furniihed  this  time  with 
aftronomical  inftruments,  and  in  particular 
with  a  good  time-piece,  that  he  procured  from 
London.  He  took  a  courfe  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  firft,  and  pafled  through  many 
nations  of  Indians  who  had  never  before  feen 
the  face  of  a  white  man,  amongd  fome  of 
whom  he  was  for  a  time  in  imminent  danger; 
but  he  found  means  at  lafl  to  concili.ite  their 
good  will.  From  fome  of  thefc  In(iians  he 
learned,  that  there  was  a  ridge  of  mountains 
at  a  little  diftancc,  beyond  which  the  rivers  all 
ran  in  a  weftern  dire6tion.  Having  engaged 
fome  of  them  thercifore  for  guides,  he  pro- 
ceeded according  to  their  directions  until  he 
came  to  the  mountains,  and  after  afcending 
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them  with  prodigious  labour,  found,  to  his? 
great  fatisfii6tion,  that  the  account  the  Indians 
had  given  was  true,  and  that  the  rivers  on  the 
oppolite  Mq  did  indeed  all  run  to  the  weft. 
He  followed  the  courfe  of  one  of  them,  and 
finally  came  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  not  far 
from  Nootka  Sound. 

Here  he  was  given  to  underftand  by  the  na- 
tives, and  their  account  was  confirmed  by  the 
fight  of  fome  little  articles  they  had  amongft 
them,  that  an  FngliOi  vellel  had  quitted  the 
eoaft:  only  fix  weeks  before.  This  was  a  great 
mortification  to  Mr.  M'Kenzie  j  for  had  there 
been  a  ftiip  on  the  coaft,  he  would  moft  gladly 
have  embarked  in  it  rather  than  encounter  the 
tame  difficulties,  and  be  expofed  to  the  fame 
perils,  which  he  had  experienced  in  getting 
there;  however  there  was  no  alternative j  he 
fet  out  after  a  fliort  time  on  his  journey  back 
again,  and  having  found  his  canoe  quite  fafe 
under  fome  bufhes.  near  the  head  of  the  river, 
where  he  had  hii  it,  together  with  fome  pro- 
vifions,  left  on  going  down  to  the  coaft  the 
natives  might  have  proved  unfriendly,  and 
have  cut  off  his  retreat  by  feizing  upon  it,  -  he 
finally  arrived  at  one  of  the  trading  pofts  in 
fecurity.  When  I  was  at  Montreal,  Mr. 
M*Kenzie  was  not  there,  and  I  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  him  afterwards.  What 
I  have  here  related  relpeding  his  two  expe- 
i...;  .  ....  dilions 
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ditions  is  the  fubftance,  to  tliebell  of  my  rc- 
tolledlion,  of  what  I  beard  from  his  partners. 

Many  other  individuals  belonging  to  ths 
North  V/eft  Company,  before  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
let  out,  penetrated  far  into  the  ccjutry  in  dif- 
ferent dired:ions,  and  much  beyond  what  any 
perfon  had  done  before  them,  in  order  to 
eftabhf;:-  pofts.  In  fome  of  thef:  excurfions 
they  fell  in  with  the  agents  of  the  Hudibn 
Bay  Company,  who  were  alio  extending  their 
pofts  from  anothe:'  quarter:  this  uncxpedcd 
meeting  between  ths  two  companies,  at  one 
time  gave  rife  to  fome  very  unplcafant  alter- 
cations, and  the  Iladfon  Bay  Company  threat- 
ened the  other  with  an  immedia-te  profecutiou 
iov  an  infringement  of  its  charter-  v  r;^!.  'v.r^ 

By  its  charter,  it  feems,  the  Hudfon  Bay 
Company  was  allowed  the  exclulive  privileL>;e 
ot  trading  to  the  Bay,  and  along  all  the  rivers 
and  waters  conneded  with  it.  This  charter^, 
however,  was  granted  at  a  time  wh'sn  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  tiic  continent  were  much  lefs 
known  than  they  are  now,  for  to  have  the  ex- 
clufive  trade  along  all  the  waters  connedci 
v»'ith  Hudibn  Bay  was,  literally  fpeaking,  to 
have  the  exclufive  trade  of  the  greater  part  of 
.the  continent  of  North  America.  Hudfon  Bay 
•by  a  variety  of  rivers  and  lakes,  is  clofely  con- 
neded  with  Lake  Superior,  and  from  that 
.chain  pf  lakes,  of  v/hich  Lake  Superior  is  oae, 
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there  is  a  water  communication  throughout  all 
Canada,  and  a  very  great  part  of  the  United 
States  J    however,   when  the  agents   of  the 
North-weft  Company   were    fixing   trading 
pofts  upon  fome  rivers  which  ran  immediately 
into  Hudlbn's  Bay,  it  undoubtedly  appeared  to 
be  an  infringement  of  the  charter,  and  fo  in- 
deed it  muft  firidtly  have  been,  had  not  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company  itfelf  infringed  its  own 
charter  in  the  firft  inftance,  or  at  leaft  neg- 
lected to   comply  with  all    the    ftipulations 
contained   therein.     A  claufe  feems  to  have 
been  in  the  charter,  which,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  granted  to  the  comp"   /  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  trading   to  Hudfon's  Bay,  and 
along  all  the  waters  connedted  with  it,  bound 
it  to  eredl  a  new  poll  twelve  miles  farther  to 
the  weft  ward  every  year,  otherwife  the  char- 
ter was  to  become  void.     This  had  not  been 
done;    the   North- weft   Company   therefore 
refted  perfcdtly  eafy  about  the  menaces  of  a 
profecution,  fatisfied  that  the  other  company 

did  not  in  fad  legally  polTefs  thofe  privileges 
to  which  it  laid  claim. 

The  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  though  it 
threatened,  never  indeed  attempted  to  put  its 
threats  into  execution,  well  knowing  the  weak- 
nefs  of  its  caufe,  but  continued  neverthelefs  to 
watch  the  motions  of  its  rival  with  a  moft 
jealous  eye;  and  as  in  extending  their  refpec- 
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five  trades,  the  polls  of  the  two  companies 
were  appro^iimating  nearer  and  nearer  to  each 
other  every  year,  there  was  great  reafon  to 
imagine  that  their  difE.rentes,  indead  of 
abating,  would  become  itiil  greater  than  they 
were,  and  finally,  perhaps,  lead  to  confeqiicnces 
of  the  molt  ferious  nature.  A  circumflance, 
however,  unexpededly  took  place,  at  a  time 
when  the  greateft  enmity  fubfifled  between  the 
parties,  which  happily  reconciled  them  to  each 
other,  and  terminated  all  their  difputes. 

A  very  powerful  nation  of  Indians,  called 
the  Afliniboins,  who  inhabit  an  extended  tradt 
of  country  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Lake  Winni- 
peg, conceiving  that  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Com- 
pany had  encroached  unreafonably  upon  their 
territories,  and  had  otherwiie  maltreated  a  part 
of  their  tribe,  formed  the  refolution  of  inftanily 
deftroying  a  pofl  eftablifhed  by  that  company 
in  their  neighbourhood.  A  large  body  of  them 
foon    colledied  together,  and   breathing   the 
w  fierceft  fpirit  of  revenge,  marched  unperceived 
and  unlufpec^ted  by  the  party  againft  whom 
their  expedition  was  planned,  till  within  afhort 
,v  diitance  of  their  poll.     Here  they  halted  ac- 
; :-!  cording  to  cuftom,  waiting  only  for  a  favour- 
able moment  to  pounce  upon  their  prey.  Some 
-^  of  the  agents  of  the  North- weft  Company, 
4^  however,  who  were  fcattered  about  this  part  of 
■  the  country,  fortunately  got  intelligence  of  their 
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dclign.  They,  knew  the  weaknefs  of  the  place 
about  to  be  attacked,  and  forgetting  the  rival- 
fliip  fubfifting  between  them,  and  thinking 
only  how  to  fave  their  countrymen,  they  im- 
mediately dilpitch'^d  a  melTenger  to  give  the 
party  notice  of  the  afliiult  that  was  meditated  j 
tliey  at  the  fame  time  fent  another  mefl'enger 
to  one  of  their  own  ports,  defiring  that  inilant. 
fuccour  might  be  fcnt  to  that  belonging  to  the 
Hudfon  Bay  Company,  which  the  Indians 
were  about  to  plunder.  The  detachment 
arrived  before  the  attack  commenced,  and  the 
Indians  were  repulfed ;  but  had  it  not  been  for 
the  timely  afllftance  their  rivals  had  afforded, 
the  Hudfon  Bay  people  were  fully  perfuadcd 
that  they  muft  have  fallen  vidlims  to  the  fury 
of  the  Indians,  ;, 

This  fignal  piece  of  fervice  was  not  under- 
valued or  forgotten   by  thofe  who  had  been 
faved;  and  as  the  North-wcfl:  Company  was 
fo  much  ftronger,  and  on  fo  much  better  term§ 
with  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  country  c 
than  its  rivals,  it  now  evidently  appeared  to  be 
the  intereft  of  the  latter  to  have  the  polls  of  the 
North-weft  Company  eftablilhed  as  near  its  a 
own  as  poffible.     This  is  accordingly  done  for  . 
their  mutual  fafety,  and  the  two  companies  are 
now  on. the  moft  friendly  terms,  and  continue 
to  carry  on  their  trade  clofe  to  each  other. 

Abpi^JvWO.thpufand  men  are  employed  by 
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tlie  North-wefl  Company  in  thdr  pofis  in  the 
upper  country.  Thofe  who  are  fl^tloned  at 
tile  remote  trading  pods  lead  a  very  favage 
life,  but  little  bet. er- indeed  than  that  cf  In- 
dians :  feme  cf  them  remain  far  up  in  the 
country  for  four  or  five  years  together.  The 
head  clerk  or  principii  agent  generally  marries 
an  Indian  girl,  the  daughter  of  iome  emin«ent 
chief,  by  wiiich  he  gains  in  a  peculiar  manner 
the  aifedions  of  the  whole  tribe,  a  matter  of 
great  importance.  Thefe  marriages,  as  may  be 
fuppofed,  are  not  confidered  as  very  binding 
by  the  hufliand ;  but  that  is  nothing  in  the 
opinion  of  an  Indian  chief,  who  readily  brings 
his  fiiler  or  daughter  to  you ;  at  the  fime  time 
he  can  only  be  appealed  by  blood  if  a  perfoii 
attempts  to  take  any  improper  liberties  with 
his  wife.  Amongifc  no  people  are  the  wives 
more  chaile,  or  more  devoted  to  their  huf- 
bands.  .■  .-i-^'-t  •?"-■  -^r-  :-  '■'-.''  ,  -  ■  :  ^.  ■  .  ; 
Befides  the  furs  and  pelts  conveyed  'do'A'n 
to  Montreal  from  the  north-wellern  parts 
of  the  continent,  by  means  of  the  Utawas 
River,  there  are  large  quantities  alio  brought 
there  acrofs  the  lakes,  and  down  the  River  St. 
Lawrence.  Thefe  are  colleded  at  the  various 
towns  and  pofts  along  the  Lakes  Huron,  Eric, 
and  Ontario,  where  the  trade  is  open  to  all 
parties,  the  feveral  polls  being  protected  by 
regular  troops,  at  the  expencc  of  the  govern- 
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rnent.     Added  likewife  to  what  are  thus  col- 
leded  by  the  agents  of  the  company,  and  of 
private  merchants,  there  are  confiderable  quan- 
tities brought  down  to  Montreal  for  fale  by 
traders,  on  their  own  account.    Some  of  thefe 
traders  come  from  parts  as  remote  as  the  Illi- 
nois  Country,    bordering  on   the  Miffiliippi. 
They  afcend  the  Minillippi  as  flir  as  Onifconf- 
ing  River,  and  from  that  by  a  portage  of  three 
miles  get  upon  Fox  River,  which  falls  into 
Lake  Michigan.     In  the  fall  of  the  year,  as  I 
have  before  mentioned,  thefe  two  rivers  over- 
How,  and  it  is  then  fomctimes  pradicable  to 
pafsin  a  light  canoe  from  one  river  to  the  other, 
without  any  portage  whatfoevcr.    From  Lake 
Michigan  they  get  upon  Lake  Huron,  after- 
wards upon  Lake  Eric,  and  fo  on  to  the  bt. 
Lawrence,    Before  the  month  of  September  is 
over,  the  furs  are  all  brought  down  to  Mon- 
treal ;   as  they   arrive  they   are  immediately 
{hipped,  and  the  velllls  difpatched  in  Odober, 
beyond  which  month  it  would  be  dangerous 
for  them  to  remain  in  the  river  on  account  of 
the  fettiiifT  in  of  winter. 

Furs  are  alfo  fliipped  in  confiderable  quan- 
tities at  Quebec,  and  at  the  town  of  Trois 
Rivieres.  Thefe  furs  arc  brought  down  the 
rivers  that  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  on  the 
north-fide,  by  Indians,       ,  „.,   ,,.,..   ,     ,. 
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Toy^ge  to  ^lehcc  down  the  St.  Lawrence. — A 

Bateau  prejerable  to  a  Keel  Boat. — ^'ctcw  of 

Sorelle, — Ship- building  there. —  Dejcription 

'    of  Lake  St.  Pierre. — Bali/con. — Charming 

'    Scenery  along  the  Banks  of  St.  Lawrence. — 

'    In  what  refpeSls  it  dijf'ers  from  the  Scenery 

along  any  other  River  in  America. — Canadian 

Houfes.  — Sketch  of  the  Charadier  and  Man- 

'    Tiers  of  the  lower  Clajjes  oj ' Canadians. — Their 

Super jlition. — Anecdote. — St,  Augujiin  CaU 

vaire. — Arrive  at  ^e bee.       . -■ 

Quebec,  Auguft. 

Vf7E  remained  in  Montreal  until  the  firft 
day  of  Aiiguft,  when  we  fct  off  in  a  ba- 
teau for  Quebec,  about  one  hundred  and  fixty 
jniles  lower  down  the  St.  Lawrence.  A  bateau 
is  a  particular  kind  of  boat,  very  generally  ufed 
upon  the  large  rivers  and  lakes  in  Canada. 
The  bottom  of  it  is  pcrfedly  d.it,  and  each  end 
is  built  very  Iharp,  and  exactly  aliKC.  The 
fides  are  about  four  feet  high,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  rowers,  four  or  iive  bcnciici;  arc 
laid  acrofs,  fometlines  more,  according  to  tiie 
length  of  the  bateau.  It  is  a  very  heavy  awk- 
ward fort  of  vclfel,  cither  for  rowing  or  failing, 

bat 
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but  it  is  preferred  to  a  boat  with  a  keel  for  two 
vcrv  cbvicus  reafons:  firrt,  bccaufe  it  draws 
kis  watcr^,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  carries  a  larger 
burthen  ;  and  fccondly,  becaufe  it  is  much 
lafer  on  lakes  or  wide  rivers,  where  flornis  are 
frequent :  a  proof  of  this  came  under  our  ob- 
fcrvation  tlic  day  of  our  leaving  Montreal.  We 
\\?s\  reached  a  wide  part  of  the  river,  and  were 
iailing  along  with  a  favourable  wind,  when 
iuddenly  the  horizon  grew  very  dark,  and  a 
dreadful  ftorm  arols,  accompanied  with  loud 
peals  of  thunder  and  torrents  of  rain.  Before 
the  fail  could  be  taken  in,  the  ropes  which  held 
it  were  fnapped  in  pieces,  and  the  waves  began 
to  dafh  over  the  fides  of  the  bateau,  thougli 
the  water  liad  been  quite  fmooth  five  minutes 
before.  It  was  impoHible  now  to  counteradl 
the  force  of  the  wind  with  oars,  and  the  bateau 
was  confequently  driven  on  lliore,  but  the  bot- 
tom of  it  being  quite  liat,  it  was  carried 
fmoothly  upon  the  beach  without  fuftaining 
any  injury,  and  the  men  leaping  out  drew  it 
up  on  dry  land,  where  we  reniaii^cd  out  of  all 
danger  till  the  florm  was  over.  A  keel  boat, 
however,  of  the  fame  fizc,  could  not  have  ap- 
proached nearer  to  the  ihore  than  thirty  'ii^^ix^ 
and  there  it  would  have  lT:uck  fall  in  the  land, 
and  probably  have  been  filled  with  water.  From 
being  fitted  up  as  it  was,  our  bateau  proved 
to  be  a  very  pleaO.nt  conveyance :  it  was  one  of 
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a  large  fize,  and  over  the  widcft  part  cfit  nii 
oilcloth  awning  was  thrown,  fupportcd  by 
hoops  fimilar  to  the  roof  of  a  \\-^'y\''-QV\.  :  tiuiG  a 
moil  excellent  cabin  was  formed,  1i32\?e  enough 
fo  contain  half  a  dozen  chairs  and  a  tabl^^  dnd 
which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  afforded  llicltcr 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weatl^cr,  was  airy, 
and  fufficiently  open  to  let  us  fee  all  the  beau- 
ties of  the  profpedt  on  each  flicre  to  the 
greateft  advantage.     ■■ 

•  It  was  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morninp- 
when  we  left  Montreal,  and  at  fi\e  in  the 
afternoon  we  reached  the  town  of  Sorcllc,' 
fifteen  leagues  diflant.  The  current  is  very 
flrong  the  whole  way  between  the  tv/o  places. 
Sorellc  Hands  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  thu 
fame  name,  which  runs  from  Lnkc  Chiimplain 
into  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  was  laid  out  abc.uttlie 
year  1787,  and  on  an  cYtenfive  plan,  with  very 
wide  ftreets  and  a  large  fcparc,  but  at  prefcnt 
it  contains  onlv  one  hundred  hou fes,  are  all 
very  indifferent,  ■ind  Handing  v/idely  afundcr. 
This  is  the  only  town  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
between  Montreal  and  Quebec,  wherein  Eng- 
lifli  is  the  predominant  lann;ua?c.  The  inlia- 
bitants  confift  prirxip.dly  of  loyalilb  from  the 
United  States,  who  took  refi!gc  m  Canada. 
The  chief  bufincfs  carried  en  here  is  that  of 
fhip-building;  there  arc  fcvcral  veffch" annually 
Jaunchcd  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  tons  bur- 
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then  ;  tb  fe  are  floated  down  to  Quebec,  and 
there  rigged.     Ship-building  is  not  carried  on 
to  fo  much  advantage  in  Canada  as  might  be 
imagined,   all  the  bolts  and  other  articles  of 
iron,  the  blocks,  and  the  cordage,  being  im- 
ported }  (o  that  what  is  gained  by  having  ex-* 
ceUcnt  timber  on  the  fpot  is  loft  in  bringing 
over  thele  different  articles,    vv^hich   are  fo 
bulky,  from  Europe.     The  river  of  Sorelle  is 
deep  at  the  mouth,  and  affords  good  flielter  for 
fhips  from  the  ice,  at  the  breaking  up  of  win- 
ter :  it  is  not  navigable  far  beyond  the  to\vn> 
even  in  boats,  on  accoup.l  of  the  rapids. 
«     The  next  rnornii-rfr  we  left  Sorelle,  bevond 
which  place  the  St.  Lawrence  expands  to  a 
great  breadth.     Here  it  abounds  with  f  nail 
iflands,   fituated  fo  clofely  to  each  other,  that 
it  is  impolTible  to  think  without  alloniiliment 
of  large  vefrds,  like  thofc  that  go  to  Montreal, 
pafling  between  tliem  :    the  channel  through 
them  is  very  intricMtc.     This  wide  part  of 
the  river  is  called  Lac  St.  Pierre  ;  the  greatcft 
breadth  of  it  is  about  four  leagues  and  a  half, 
and  its  length  from  the  iilands  at  the  head  of 
the   lake    downv/arJs    about   eight    leagues* 
From  hence  to  Quebec  tiie  river  is  in  no  place 
more  than  two  miles  acrofs,  and  in  Tome  parts 
it  narrows  to  the  breadth  of  three  quarters  of 
a  mile.     The  tide  ebbs  and  flows  in  the  river 
within  a  few  leagues  of  Lac  St.  Pierre ;  the 
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great  expanfion  of  the  water  at  the  lake,  and 
the  ftrong  current  which  fets  out  from  it,  pre- 
vents its  adion  higher  up.  T-rf^-  ri  f,r,,  ,-;»  r,, 
*  Frorn  Montreal  as  llir  as  the  town  of  Trois 
Rivieres,  which  rtands  about  four  leagues 
below  Lac  St.  Pierre,  the  fliores  on  each  fide 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  very  flat  ;  the  land 
then  begins  to  rife,  and  on  the  fouth  caft  iide 
it  continues  lofty  the  whole  way  down  to 
Quebec.  On  the  oppofite  fide,  however,  be- 
low Trois  Rivieres,  the  banks  vary  confider- 
ably  J  in  fome  places  they  are  high,  in  others 
very  low,  until  you  approach  w^ithin  a  few 
leagues  of  Quebec,  when  they  aifume  a  bold 
and  grand  appearance  on  each  fide.  The  fcc- 
nery  along  various  parts  of  the  river  is  very 
fine  :  it  is  impoffible,  indeed,  but  that  there 
muft  be  a  variety  of  pleafing  views  along  a 
noble  river  like  the  St.  Lawrence,  winding  for 
hundreds  of  miles  through  a  rich  country,  di- 
veriified  with  rifmg  p,round?,  woodluxls,  and 
cultivated  plains.  W  hat  particularly  attracts 
the  attention,  hcwe\cr,  in  rainy  down  this 
river,  is,  the  beautiful  diipofition  of  the  towiv, 
and  villages  on  its  banks.  Nearly  all  th;:  fet- 
tlcments  in  Lower  Canada  are  iituated  cloj'e 
upon  the  borders  of  the  rivers  and  from  ihii 
circuniftance  the  icenery  along  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  others  differs  materially  from  that 
aloiif*  the  rivers  In  the  United  States.     The 
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banks  of  the  Iliidfon  river,  which  are  more 
cultivated  than  thofe  of  any  of  the  other  large 
rivers  there,  are  wild  and  defolate  in  compa* 
rifon  with  tliofe  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  For 
feveral  leagues  below  Montreal  the  houfes 
Ifand  fo  clofely  together,  that  it  appears  a"? 
if  it  were  but  one  village,  which  extended 
the  whole  way.  All  the  houfes  have  a  re- 
markable neat  appearance  at  a  diftance ;  and 
in  each  village,  though  it  be  ever  fo  fmall, 
there  i§  a  church.  The  churches  are  kept  in 
the  neateft  repair,  and  moft  of  thcni  have 
fpires,  covered,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  with  tin,  that^  from  being  put 
on  in  a  particular  manner,  never  becomes 
rufly  *.  It  is  plcafmg  beyond  dcfcription  to 
behold'  one  of  thefe  villages  opening  to  the 
view,  as  you  fail  round  a  point  of  rand  covered 
with  tree?,  tlie  houfes  in  it  overhan^ini^  the 
river,  and  the  fpires  of  the  churches  fparkling 
tiirou^;h  the  [proves  with  which  they  are  en- 
circled, before  ::ie  ravs  of  the  fettin^j;  fun. 

There  is  fcarccly  any  part  of  the  river, 
where  you  pafs  along,  for  more  than  a  league, 
without  feein.nr  a  viU'.Lre  and  church.    " 

The  lecond  night  of  our  voyage  we  landed 

•  The  fquare  plates  of  tin  ar«  nailcc!  on  diagonally,  and  the 
corners  are  carefully  folded  over  the  licids  of  the  nails,  fg  a« 
to  ^ijcvciu  any  moifturc  from  getting  to  th-m. 
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at  the  village  of  Batifcon.  It  Aands  on  the 
nonh-v^reft  fide  of  the  river,  about  eighty 
miles  below  Pvlontreal.  Here  the  fhore  is 
very  flat  and  marfhy,  and  for  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  it,  the  water  is  fo  (hallow  when 
the  tide  is  out,  that  a  bat.au  even,  cannot  at 
that  time  come  within  one  hundred  yards  of 
the  dry  ground.  Lower  down  the  river  the 
fhore  is  in  fome  places  extremely  rocky» 

The  firft  habitation  we  came  to  at  Batifcon 
was  a  farm-houfe,  where  we  readily  got  ac- 
commodation for  the  night.  The  people 
were  extremely  civil,  and  did  all  in  their  power 
to  ferve  us.  A  fmall  table  was  quickly  fet 
out,  covered  with  a  neat  white  table-cloth, 
and  bread,  milk,  eggs,  and  butter,  the  beft 
fart  which  the  houfc  afforded,  were  brought 
to  us.  Thefe  things  may  always  be  had  in 
abundance  at  ev.ery  farm-houfe  j  but  it  is  not 
often  that  you  can  procure  meat  of  any  fort ; 
in  going  through  Canada,  therefore^  it  is 
cuftomary  for  travellers  to  carry  a  provifion 
bafket  with  them.  The  houfes  in  Lower 
Canada  are  in  general  well  furnifhed  with 
beds,  all  in  the  French  llyle,  very  large,  and 
raifed  four  or  five  feet  high,  with  a  paillaiTe, 
a  mattrafs,  and  a  feather-bed. 

The  houfeG  for  the  mod  part  are  built  of 

logs ;   but  they  are  much  more  compact  and 

better  built  than  thofe  in  the  United  States  i 
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the  Ipgs  are  made  to  fit  mpre,  clofely  toge- 
ther, j, and  ipft^ad  of  being  left  rough  and  un- 
even I  on  the  outfide,  are  planed  and  white 
wa{Jiec|,  At  the  infide  alfo  the  walls  are 
g^n^rjilly  lined  with  deal  boards,  whereas  in 
the  United  States  the  common  log-houfes 
are  left  as  rough  within  as  they  are  without* 
One  ciicumftance,  however,  renders  the 
Canadian  houfes  very  difagreeable,  and  that 
is  the  inattention  of  the  inhabitants  to  air 
them  occafionally  by  opening  the  w;indows,  in 
confequence  of  which  they  have  a  clofe 
heavy  fmell  within  doors.  As  we  travelled  by 
land  from  Quebec  to-  Montreal,  we  fcarcely 
obferved  ten  houfes  the  whole  way  with  the 
windows  open,  notwithftanding  that  the  wea- 
ther Wfis  very  warm.  If  you  a  fit  the  people 
why  they  don't  let  a  little  frefli  air  into  their 
houfes,  their  conftant  anfwcr  is,  as  it  is  to  all 
quefllons  of  a  fimilar  tendency,  "  Ce  n'cll 
**  pas  la  tnaniere  des  habitans."— It  is  not  the 
cuftonvof  the  people  of  the  country. 

Some  of  the  lower  claffes  of  the  French 
Canadians  have  all  the  gaiety  and  vivacity  of 
the  people  of  France  ;  they  dance,  they  ling, 
and  feem  determiried  not  to  give  way  to  care ; 
other's,  to  appearance,  have  a  great  deal  of 
that  fullenncfs  and  bluntnefs  in  their  manners 
charaderlflic  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  I  vanity,  however,  is  the  afcendant  fca- 
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tUre  in  the  cKaracler  of  all  of  them,  and  by 
working  upon  that  you  may  niake  them  do 
what  you  pleafe.  Few  of  the  men  can  read 
or  write  ;  the  little  learning  there  is  amongft 
the  inhabitants  is  confined  to  the  women : 
a  Canadian  never  makes  a  bargain,  or  takes 
any  ftep  of  importance,  without  confulting 
his  wife,  whofe  opinion  is  generally  abided 
by.  Both  men  and  women  are  funk  in  igno- 
rance and  fuperftition,  and  blindly  devoted  to 
their  priefts.  The  following  anecdote  may 
lerve  to  fliew  how  much  they  are  fo. 

On  the  evening  before  we  reached  Quebec, 
we  flopped  at  the  village  of  St.  Auguftin  Cal- 
vaire,  and  after  having  ftrolled  about  for  fome 
time,  returned  to  the  farm-houfe  where  we 
had  taken  up  our  quarters  for  the  night.  The 
people  had  cooked  fome  fifh,  that  had  been 
juft  caught,  while  we  had  been  walking 
about,  and  every  thing  being  ready  on  our  re- 
turn, we  fat  down  to  fupper  by  the  .light  of 
a  lamp,  which  was  fufpended  from  the  ceil- 
ing. The  glimmering  light,  however,  that 
it  afforded,  fcarcdy  enabled  us  to  fee  vi^hat 
was  on  the  table  i  we  complained  of  it  to  the 
man  of  the  houfe,  and  the  lamp  was  in  ccn- 
fequence  trimmed  j  it  was  replenifhed  with 
oil  J  taken  down  and  fet  on  the  table  ;  flill 
the  light  was  very  bad.  "  Sacre  Dieu  I"  ex- 
claimed he,  "  but  you  fliall  not  eat  your  fifli 
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"  in  the  dark;"  fo  faying, he ftepped,afide  to 
a  fmall  cupboard,  took  out  a  candle,  and  hav- 
ing  lighted  it,  placed  it  befide  us.     All; was 
now  going  on  well,  wheq  thp  wife,  who  had 
been  abfent  for  a  few  minutes,  fuddenly  re- 
turning, poured  forth  a  volley  of  t^e  mod 
terrible  execrations  againft  her  poor  hufband 
for  haying  prefumed  to  have  aded  as  he  had 
done.     Unable  to  anfwer  a  fingle  word,  the 
fellow  ftood  aghaft,  ignorant  of  what  he  had 
done  to  offend  her  ;    we  were  quite  at  a  lofs 
alfo  to  know  what  could  have  given  rife  to 
fuch   a  fudden  ftorm ;   the  wife,   however, 
fnatching  up  the  candle,  and  haftily  extiu- 
guifliing  it,  addrefled  us  in  a  plaintive  tone  of 
voice,  and  explained  the  whole  affair.     It  was 
the   holy  _candle-r"  La  diandelle  benite," 
which  her  giddy  huftand  had  fet  on  the  table ; 
it   had  been  confecratcd  at  a  neighbouring 
church,  and  fuppoling  there  iliould  be  a  tem- 
peft  at  any  time,  with  thunder  and  hghtning 
ever  fo  terrible,  yet  if  the  candle  were  but 
kept  burning  while  it  lafted,  the  houfe,  the 
barn,  and  every  thing  elfe  belonging  to  it» 
were  to  be  fccured  from  all  danger.     If  any  of 
the  family  happened  to  be  fick,  the  candle  was 
to  be  lighted,  and  they  were  inflan-tly  to  re- 
cover.    It  had  been  given  to  her  that  morn- 
ing by  the  pricft  of  the  village,  with  an  affur- 
ance  that  it  poffeffed  the  miraculous  power  of 
I;-  -  -  -         ..  ...-  prelerving 
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prelerving  the  family  from  harm,  and  (he  was 
confident  that  what  he  told  her  was  true. — 
To  have  contradided  the  poor  woman  would 
have  been  ufelefs  j  for  the  fake  of  our  ears, 
however,  we  endeavoured  to  pacify  her,  and 
that  being  accompli(hed,  we  fat  down  to  fup- 
per,  and  e'en  made  the  moft  of  our  fifli  in  the 
dark. 

The  village  of  St.  Auguftin  Calvaire  is 
about  five  leagues  from  Quebec,  at  which  laft 
place  we  arrived  early  on  the  next  morning, 
the  fourth  of  our  voyage.  When  the  wind 
is  fair,  and  the  tide  favourable  alfo,  it  does  not 
take  more  than  two  days  to  go  from  Montreal 
to  Quebec.    '"  ^  /  ,  ^      ./  ; 
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Situation  of  the  City  of  ^ebec. — Divided  info 
Upper  and  Lower  Town. — Defcription  of 
each. — Great  Strength  of  the  Upper  Town, 
— Some  Obfcrvations  on  the  Capture  of  ^e^ 
bee  by  the  Englijh  Army  under  General  Wolfe, 
— Obfervations  on  Montgomery's  and  Ar- 
nolds  Attack  during  the  American  War, — 
Cenfus  of  Inhabitants  of  ^ebec, — The  Cha- 
teau,   the  Rejidence    of  the    Governor. — 

'  Monajiery  of  the  Recollets. '•^College  of  the 
fefuits. — One  Jefuit  remaining  of  great  Age, 
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i  His  great  Wealth. — His  Chara^er,^^ 
Nunneries. -^Engineer* s  Drawing  Room—* 
StateHoufe, — Armoury, — Barracks  ••'—Mar' 
ket-'place, — Dogs  ufed  in  Carts.— Grandeur 
of  the  ProfpeBs  from  Parts  qf  the  Upper 
Town.-^Charming  Scenery  of  the  Environs, 
'^Defcription  of  Montmorenci  Water  FalL 
•^OfLa  Chaudierc  Water  Fall, 

I  •  -> 

Quebec^  Auguft.  ;, 

'T'  H  E  city  of  Quebec  is  fituated  on  a  very 
lofty  point  of  land,  on  the  north- weft 
fide  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence.  Nearly  facing 
it,  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  there  is  another  point, 
and  between  the  two  the  river  is  contra<^ed  tp 
the  breadth  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  but 
after  paffing  through  this  ftrait  it  expands  to 
the  breadth  of  five  or  fix  miles,  taking  a  great 
fweep  behind  that  point  whereon  Quebec 
ilands.  The  city  derives  its  name  from  the 
word  Quebec  or  Quebeio,  which  fignifies  in 
the  Algonquin  tongue,  a  fudden  contradion 
of  a  river.  The  wide  part  of  the  river,  im- 
mediately before  the  town,  is  called  The 
Bafon  ;  and  it  is  fufficiently  deep  and  fpacious 
to  float  upwards  of  one  hundred  fail  of  the 
line. 

.  Quebec  is  divided  into  two  parts;  the 
upper  town,  fituated  on  a  rock  of  limeftone, 
on  the  top  of  the  point ;  and  the  lower  town, 
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built  round  the  bottom  of  the  point,  clofe  to 
the  water.  The  rock  whereon  the  upper 
town  (lands,  in  fome  places  towards  the  water 
rifes  nearly  perpendicularly,  fo  as  to  be  totally 
inacceflible  ;  in  other  places  it  is  not  fo  fteep 
but  that  there  is  i  crmmunication  between 
the  two  towns,  by  m  ans  of  ftreets  winding 
up  the  fide  of  it,  though  even  here  the  afcent 
is  fo  great,  that  there  are  long  flights  of  flairs 
at  one  fide  of  the  flreets  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  foot  pafTengers. 

The  lower  town  lies  very  much  expofed  to 
an  enemy,  being  defended  merely  by  a  fmall 
battery  towards  the  bafon,  which  at  the  time 
of  high  tides  is  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
water,  and  by  barriers  towards  the  river,  in 
which  guns  may  be  planted  when  there  is  any 
danger  of  an  attack. 

The  upper  town,  however,  is  a  place  of 
immenfe  flrength.  Towards  the  water  it  is  fo 
flrongly  guarded  by  nature,  that  it  is  found 
unnecefTary  to  have  more  than  very  flight 
walls  J  and  in  fome  particular  places,  where 
the  rock  is  inacceflible,  are  no  walls  at  all. 
There  are  feveral  redoubts  and  batteries  how- 
ever here.  The  principal  battery,  which 
points  towards  the  bafon,  confifls  of  twenty- 
two  twenty-four  pounders,  two  French 
thirty-fix  pounders,  and  two  large  iron  mor- 
tars ;  this  battery  is  flanked  by  another  of  fix 
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guns,   that  commands  the  paiTes  from  the 
lower  town,    'f!''  »"'.  >  > '^  '«<  ■'11^''/  '>di  ;>     i'/ 

On  the  land  fide,  the  t-^  vn  owes  its  ftrength 
folely  to  the  hand  of  art,  and  here  the  forti- 
fications are  ftupendous.  Confiderable  addi^ 
tions  and  improvements  have  been  made  to 
them  fince  the  place  has  been  in  the  pofl"efrion 
of  Great  Britain  ;  but  even  at  the  time  when 
it  belonged  to  France,  the  works  were  fo 
ftrong,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  conduft  of 
M.  de  Montcalm,  the  French  general,  it  is 
almoft  doubtful  whether  the  genius  of  the  im- 
mortal  Wolfe  himfelf  would  not  have  been 
baflfled  in  attempting  to  reduce  it. 

Had  M.  de  Montcalm,  when  the  firft  in- 
telhgence  of  the  Britiih  army's  having  afcend- 
ed  the  Heights  of  Abraham  was  carried  to 
him,  infi^ead  of  dilbelieving  the  account,  and 
laughing  at  it  as  a  thing  impoflible,  marched 
immediately  to  the  attack,  without  giving 
General  Wolfe  time  to  form  his  men ;  or  had 
he,  when  the  account  was  confirmed  of  the 
enemy's  procedure,and  of  their  having  formed 
on  the  plain,  waited  for  a  large  divifion  of  his 
troops,  whofe  flation  was  below  the  town,  and 
who  might  have  joined  him  in  two  hours, 
infiead  of  marching  out  to  give  General 
Wolfe  battle  with  the  troops  he  had  with 
him  at  the  time,  the  fate  of  the  day  might 
hav?  turned  out  very  differently  i  or  had  he. 
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jnftead  of  hazarding  a  battle  at  all,  retired 
within  the  walls  of  the  city  and  defended  it, 
the  place  was  fo  ftrong  that  there  is  reafon  to 
think  it  might  iiave  held  out  until  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  when  the  Britirti  fliips  mull: 
have  quitted  the  river,  and  General  Wolfe 
would  confequently  have  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  raifing  the  fiege.       ftif-inH  luiiO  ? 

/  General  Wolfe  thought  it  a  vain  attempt 
to  make  an  affault  on  the  fide  of  the  town 
which  lies  towards  the  water,  where  the  rock 
is  fo  fteep,  and  fo  eafily  defended ;  his  objed 
was  to  get  behind  it,  and  to  carry  on  the  at- 
tack on  the  land  fide,  where  there  is  an  ex- 
tenfive  plain  adjoining  the  town,  and  not  a 
great  deal  lower  than  the  higheft  part  of  the 
point.  In  order  to  do  fo,  he  firft  of  all  at- 
tempted to  land  his  troops  fome  miles  below 
the  town,  near  the  Falls  of  Montmorenci. 
Here  the  banks  of  the  river  are  by  no  means 
fo  difficult  of  afccnt  as  above  the  townj  but 
they  were  defended  by  a  large  divifion  of 
the  French  forces,  which  had  thrown  up 
feveral  ftrong  redoubts,  and,  in  attempting  to 
Jand,  Wolfe  was  rcpulfed  with  lofs.   ''"  *  i'   ' 

*  Above  Quebec,  the  banks  of  the  river  are 
extremely  high,  and  fo  fteep  at  the  fame  time, 
that  by  the  French  they  were  deemed  inaccef- 
fible.  Foiled,  however,  in  his  jirft  attempt 
to  get  on  fliorc,  General  Wolfe  formed  the 
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bold  defign  of  afcending  to  the  top  of  thefc 
banks,  commonly  called  the  Heights  of  Abra- 
ham. To  prepare  the  way  for  it,  pofleffion 
was  taken  of  Point  Levi,  the  point  fituated 
oppofite  to  that  on  which  Quebec  ftands,  and 
from  thence  a  heavy  bombardment  was  com- 
menced on  the  town,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
enemy.  In  the  mean  time  boats  were  pre- 
pared ;  the  troops  embarked ;  they  pafled  the 
town  with  muffled  oars,  in  the  night,  iinob- 
ferved,  and  landed  at  a  cove,  about  two  miles 
above.  The  foldiers  clambered  up  the  heights 
with  great  difficulty,  and  the  guns  were 
hauled  up  by  means  of  ropes  ar  d  pullies  fixed 
round  the  trees,  with  which  the  banks  are 
covered  from  top  to  bottom.  At  the  top  the 
plain  commences,  and  extends  clofe  under  the 
walls  of  the  city:  here  it  was  that  the  memo- 
xable  battle  was  fought,  in  which  General 
Wolfe  unhappily  perilbed,  at  the  very  moment 
when  all  his  noble  exertions  were  about  to  be 
crowned  with  that  fuccefs  which  they  fo  emi- 
nently dcferved.  The  fpot  where  the  il- 
luftrious  hero  breathed  his  laftis  marked  with 
a  large  flone,  on  which  a  true  meridional  line 
is  drawn. 

Notwithllanding  that  the  great  Wolfe 
found  it  fuch  a  very  difficult  tafk  to  get  pof- 
feffion  of  Quebec,  and  that  it  has  been  ren- 
dered fo  much  ftronger  fincc  his  time,  yet 
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the  people  of  the  United  States  confidently 
imagine,  at  this  day,  that  if  there  were  a  rup- 
ture with  Great  Britain,  they  need  only  fend 
an  army  thither,  and  the  place  muft  fall  into 
their  hands  immediately.  Arnold,  after  his 
return  from  the  expedition  againft  the  place, 
under  Montgomery^  in  the  year  1775,  ufed 
frequently  to  declare,  that  if  he  had  not  been 
wounded  he  fliould  certainly  have  carried  it. 
But  however  that  expedition  may  be  admired 
for  its  great  boldnefs,  it  was,  in  reality,  far 
from  being  fo  nearly  attended  with  fuccefs  as 
the  vanity  of  Arnold  has  led  his  countrymen  to 
imagine. 

/Jl  thoughts  of  taking  the  city  by  a  regular 
fiege  were  abandoned  by  the  Americans, 
when  they  came  before  it  j  it  was  only  by 
attempting  to  ftorm  it  at  an  unexpeded  hour 
that  they  liiw  any  probability  of  wrefting  it 
from  the  Britifli.  The  night  of  the  thirty- 
firft  of  December  was  accordingly  fixed  upon, 
and  the  city  was  attacked  at  the  fame  moment 
in  three  places.  But  altliough  the  garrifon 
were  completely  furprifed,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  rampart  guns  had  been  difmounted, 
and  laid  up  for  the  winter,  during  which  fea- 
fon  it  was  thought  impoflible  for  an  army  to 
make  an  attack  fo  vigorous  that  cannon 
would  be  wanting  to  repel  it,  yet  the  Ameri-. 
cans  were  at  once  baffled  in  their  attempt. 
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Arnold,  in  endeavouring  to  force  St.  John's 
Gate,  which  leads  out  on  the  back  part  of 
the  town,  not  far  from  the  plains  of  Abraham, 
was  wounded,  and  rcpulfed  with  great  lofs. 
Montgomery  furprifed  the  guard  of  the  firft 
barrier,  at  one  end  of  the  lower  town,  and 
pafled  it  J  but  at  the  fecond  he  v/as  (hot,  and 
his  men  were  driven  back.  The  third  di- 
vifion  of  the  Americans  entered  the  lower 
town  in  another  quarter,  which,  as  I  have  be- 
fore faid,  lies  very  much  expofed,  by  pafling 
over  the  ice :  they  remained  there  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  during  that  time  they  fet  fire  to  fome 
buildings,  amongft  which  was  one  of  the  re- 
ligious houfes  J  but  they  were  finally  diflodged 
without  much  difficulty.  The  two  divilions 
under  Montgomery  and  Arnold  were  repulfed 
with  a  mere  handful  of  men :  the  different 
detachments,  fcnt  down  from  the  upper  town 
againft  the  former,  did  not  altogether  amount, 
it  is  faid,  to  two  hundred  men.  Arnold's 
attack  was  the  maddeft  poffible  ;  for  St.  John's 
Gate,  and  tlie  walls  adjoining,  are  ftupendous, 
and  a  perfon  need  but  fee  them  to  be  con- 
vinced that  any  attempt  to  florm  them  muft 
be  fruitlefs  without  the  aid  of  heavy  artillery, 
which  the  Americans  had  not. 

Independent  of  what  it  owes  to  its  fortifi- 
cations, and  fituation  on  the  top  of  a  rock, 
'ijL.etii  .' •-  -'••*>•  j>-Ai-    ;\4u<v.iji  Di.>-«  -t.  Quebec 
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Quebec  is  indebted  for  much  of  its  ftrength 
to  the  fe verity  and  great  length  of  the  winter, 
as  in  that  feafon  it  is  wholly  impradlicable  for 
a  befieging  army  either  to  carry  on  any  Works 
or  blockade  the  town. 

It  requires  about  five  thoufand  foldlers  to 
man  the  works  at  Quebec  completely.  A 
large  garrifon  is  always  kept  in  it,  and  abun- 
dance of  flores  of  every  dcfcription.  The 
troops  are  lodged  partly  in  barracks,  and 
partly  in  block  houfes  near  Cape  Diamond, 
which  is  the  mofl:  elevated  part  of  the  point, 
and  is  reckoned  to  be  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  river.  The  Cape 
is  ftrongly  fortified,  and  may  be  coniidered  as 
the  citadel  of  Quebec  j  it  commands  the  town 
in  every  direction,  and  alfo  the  plains  at  the 
outfide  of  the  walls.  The  evening  and  morn- 
ing guns,  and  all  falutes  and  fignals,  are  fired 
from  hence,  Notwithilanding  the  great  height  - 
of  the  rock  above  the  river,  water  may  readily 
be  had  even  at  the  very  top  of  it,  by  finking 
wells  of  a  moderate  depth,  and  in  fome  par- 
ticular places,  at  the  iides  of  the  rock,  it  guflies 
out  in  large  ftreams.  The  water  is  of  a  very 
good  quality.  **^ I  t'  h'*  ""'•  f'^'Off^'w  fflifi'/ni  fxi 

No  ccnfus  has  been  lately  taken  of  the  num- 
ber of  houfes  and  inhabitants  in  Quebec;  but 
it  is  fuppofed  that,  including  the  upper  imd 
lower  towns  and  fuburbs,  there  are  at  leafl 
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two  thoufand  dwellings :  at  the  rate  of  fix 
therefore  to  each  houfe,  the  number  of  in- 
habitants would  amount  to  twelve  thoufand. 
About  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  are  of 
French  extradion.  The  fociety  in  Quebec  is 
agreeable,  and  very  extenfive  for  a  place  of  the 
fize,  owing  to  its  being  the  capital  of  the 
lower  province,  and  therefore  the  refidence  of 
the  governor,  different  civil  officers,  principal 
lawyers,  &c.  &c.  The  large  garrifon  con- 
ftantly  kept  in  it  makes  the  place  appear  very 
gay  and  lively. 

The  lower  town  of  Quebec  is  moftly  in- 
habited by  the  traders  who  are  concerned  with 
the  fliipping,  and  it  is  a  verj  difagreeable  place. 
The  flreets  are  narrow  and  dirty,  and  owing  to 
the  great  height  of  the  houfes  in  moft  of  them, 
the  air  is  much  confined  j  in  the  ftreets  next  to 
the  water  alfo,  there  is  oftentimes  an  intolerable 
flenc^  from  the  (hore  when  the  tide  is  out. 
The  upper  town,  on  the  contrary,  is  extremely 
agreeable:  from  its  elevated  fitua'-'on  the  air 
is  as  pure  as  poflible,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
never  opprefled  with  heat  in  fummcri  it  is 
far,  however,  from  being  well  laid  out,  the 
ftreets  being  narrow  and  very  irregular.  The 
houfes  arc  for  the  moft  part  built  of  ftone,  and 
except  a  few,  ereded  of  late  years,  finall,  ugly, 
and  inconvenient, 
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The  chateau,  wherein  llie  governor  refides, 
is  a  plain  building  of  common  ftone,  lituated 
in  an  open  place,  the  houfes  round  which,  form 
three  fides  of  an  oblong  fquare.    It  coniifls  of 
two  parts.    The  old  and  the  new  arc  feparated 
from  each  other  by  a  fpacious  court.     The 
former  ftandsju ft  on  the  verge  of  an  inacceflible 
part  of  the  rock ;  behind  it,  on  the  outfidc, 
there  is  a  long  gallery,  from  whence,  if  a  peb- 
ble were  let  drop,  it  would  fall  at  kMll  lixty 
feet  perpendicularly.    This  old  part  is  chiefly 
taken  up  with  the  public  olliccs,  and  all  the 
apartments  in  it  are  fmall  and  ill  contrived ; 
but  in  the  new  part,  which  flands  in  front  of  the 
other,  facing  the  fquare,  they  are  fpacious,  and 
tolerably  well  finilhed,  but  none  of  them  can 
be  called  elegant.  This  part  is  inhabited  by  the 
governor's  family.    The  chateau  is  built  with- 
out any  regularity  of  defign,  neither  the  old 
nor  the  new  part  having  even  an  uniform  front. 
It  is  not  a  place  of  flrcngth,  as  commonly  re- 
prefented.     In  the  garden  adjoining  to  it  is 
merely  a  pa.apct  wall  along  the  edge  of  the 
rock,  with  emhrafures,  in  which  a  iew  fmall 
guns  are  planted,  commanding  a  part  of  the 
lower  town.     Iwery  evening  during  fummcr, 
when  the  weather  is  fine,  one  of  the  regiments 
of  the  garrifon  parades  iii  the  open  place  before 
the  chateau,  and  tiie  band  plays  for  an  hour  oi 
two,  at  whicli  time  the  place  becomes  the  re- 
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fort  of  nutnbers  of  the  moft  genteel  people  of 
the  town,  and  has  a  very  gay  appearance. 

Oppofite  to  the  chateau  there  is  a  monaftery 
belonging  to  the  Rccollets  or  Francifcan  friars  j 
a  very  few  only  of  the  order  arc  now  left.  Con- 
tiguous to  this  building  is  the  college  belong- " 
ing  to  the  Jefuits,  whofe  numbers  have  dimi-» 
niilied  even  ftill  fafter  than  that  of  th'*  Rccol- 
lets J  one  old  man  alone  of  the  brotherhood  is 
left,  and  in  him  are  centered  the  immenfc  pof- 
fcfiions  of  that  once  powerful  body  in  Canada^ 
bringing  in  a  yearly  revenue  of  ^,  1 0,000  fter- 
ling.  This  old  man,  whofe  lot  it  has  been  to 
oittlivc  all  the  reft  of  the  order,  is  by  birth  a 
Swifs :  in  his  youth  he  was  no  more  than  a 
porter  to  the  college,  but  having  fome  merit 
he  was  taken  notice  of,  promoted  to  a  higher 
situation,  and  in  the  end  created  a  lay  brother4 
Though  a  very  old  man  he  is  extremely  healthy  j 
he  polTefTes  an  amiable  difpofition,and  is  much 
beloved  on  account  of  the  excellent  ufe  he 
makes  of  his  large  fortune,  which  is  chiefly 
employed  in  charitable  purpofes.  On  his 
death  the  property  falls  to  the  crown. 

The  nunneries  are  \hrce  in  number,  and  as 
there  it  no  reftridtion  upon  the  female  religious 
orders,  they  are  all  well  filled.  The  largefl  ol 
them,  called  L'Hofpital  General,  ftands  in  the 
fuburbs,  outfide  of  the  walls ;  another,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Urfulc,  is  not  far  diftant  from  the 
chateau. 
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The  engineer's  drawing  room,  in  which  are 
Icept  a  variety  of  models,  together  with  plans 
of  the  fortifications  of  Quebec  and  other  for- 
trefl'es  in  Canada,  is  an  old  building,  near  the 
principal  battery.  Adjoining  thereto  flands 
the  houfe  where  the  legiflative  council  and 
affembly  of  reprefentatives  meet,  which  is 
alfo  an  old  building,  that  has  been  plainly  fitted 
up  to  accommodate  the  legiflature. 

The  armoury  is  fituated  near  the  artillery 
barrack,  in  another  part  of  the  town.  About 
ten  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  are  kept  in  it,  ar- 
i:  "iged  in  a  fimilar  manner  with  the  arms  in 
'ower  of  London,  but,  if  poflible,  with 
^.^ater  neatnefs  and  more  fancy.  j,/  ■ 

The  artillery  barracks  are  capable  of  con- 
taining about  five  hundred  men,  but  the  prin- 
cipal barracks  are  calculated  to  contain  a 
much  larger  number;  they  ftand  in  the  market 
place,  not  far  diAant  from  the  fquare  in  which 
the  chateau  is  fituated,  but  more  in  the  heart 
of  the  town.    'Miv;  .ifUjip  1    mi  <(il  ig  .^i^t.^ 

The  market  of  Quebec  is  extremely  Wi>U 
fupplied  with  provifions  of  every  kind,  whicii 
may  be  purchal'cd  at  a  much  more  mode  rate 
price  than  in  any  town  I  vifited  in  the  Vnitcd 
States.  It  is  a  matter  of  curiofity  to  a  Ihanger 
to  fee  the  number  of  dogs  yoked  in  little  cart}?, 
that  are  brought  into  this  market  by  tlie  pepple 
who  attend  it.  The  Canadian  dogs  arc foui,idex- 
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tremely  ufeful  in  drawing  burthens,  and  there 
is  fcarcely  a  family  in  Quebec  or  Montreal, 
that  does  not  keep  one  or  more  of  them  for 
that  purpofe.  They  are  fomewhat  fimilar  to 
the  Newfoundland  breed,  but  broader  acrofs 
the  loins,  and  have  (hovtcr  and  thicker  legs  ; 
in  general  they  are  handfome,  and  wonderfully 
docile  and  fagacious  j  their  ftrength  is  prodi- 
gious ;  I  have  fecn  a  fingle  dog,  in  more  than 
one  inftance,  draw  a  man  for  a  confiderable 
diftance  that  could  not  wei.-^h  lefs  than  ten 
rtone.  People,  during  the  winter  fealbn,  fre- 
quently perform  long  journeys  on  the  fnow 
with  half  a  dozen  or  more  of  thefe  animals 
yoked  in  a  cariole  or  fledge. 

I  muft  not  conclude  this  letter  without 
making  mention  of  the  fcenery  that  is  exhibited 
to  the  view,  from  various  parts  of  the  upper 
town  of  Quebec,  which,  for  its  grandeur,  its 
beauty,  and  its  diverfity,  furpaflesill  that  I  have 
hitherto  feen  in  America,  or  indeed  in  any  other 
part  of  the  globe.  In  the  variegated  expanfe 
that  is  laid  open  before  you,  (lupendous  rocks, 
immenfe  rivers,  tracklefs  forefts  and  cultivated 
plains,  mountains,  lakes,  towns,  and  villages, 
in  turn  Itrike  the  attention,  and  the  fcnfcs  arc 
almoll  bewildered  in  contemplating  the  vaft- 
nefs  of  the  fccne.  Nature  is  here  feen  on  the 
grandeft  fcalc;  and  it  is  fcarcely  pofllblc  for  the 
imagination  to  paint  to  itfelf  any  thing  more 
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fublime  than  are  the  feveral  profpedls  prefented 
to  the  fight  of  the  delighted  fpedlator.  From 
Cape  Diamond,  lituated  one  thoufand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  river,and  the  loftieft  part 
of  the  roc!;  on  which  the  city  is  built,  the  prof- 
ped:  is  confidered  by  many  as  fuperior  to  that 
from  any  other  fpot.  A  greater  extent  of 
country  opens  upon  you,  and  the  eye  is  here 
enabled  to  take  in  more  at  once,  than  at  any 
other  place;  but  to  me  it  appears,  that  the  view 
from  the  cape  is  by  no  means  {o  fiie  as  that, 
for  inftance,  from  the  battery  j  for  in  furveying 
the  different  objed:s  below  you  from  fuch  a 
flupendous  height,  their  magnitude  is  in  a 
great  meafure  loft,  and  it  feems  as  if  you  were 
looking  at  a  draft  of  the  country  more  that  at 
the  country  itfelf.  It  is  the  upper  battery  that 
1  allude  to,  facing  the  bafon,  and  is  about  three 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water. 
Here,  if  you  ftand  butafewyardsfromtheedge 
of  the  precipice,  you  may  look  down  at  once 
upon  the  river,  the  veflbis  upon  which;  as  they 
liiil  up  to  the  wharfs  before  the  lower  town, 
appear  as  if  they  were  coming  under  your  very 
feet.  The  river  itfelf,  which  is  between  five 
and  fix  miles  wide,  and  vifible  as  far  as  tlie 
diftant  end  of  the  illand  of  Orleans,  where  it 
lofes  itfelf  amidrt:  the  mountains  that  bound 
it  on  each  fide,  is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful 
objedts  in  nature,  and  on  a  fine  flill  fummcr's 
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evening  it  often  wears  the  appearance  of  a  vaH: 
mirror,  where  the  varied  rich  tints  of  the  fky, 
as  well  as  the  images  of  the  different  objedts  of 
the  banks,  are  feen  refledledwith  inconceivable 
luftre.     The  fouthern  bank  of  the  river,  in- 
dented fancifully  with  bays  and  promontories, 
remains  nearly  in  a  ftatc  of  nature,  cloathed 
with  bfty  trees  -,    but  the  oppofite  fhore  ia 
thickly  covered  with   houfes,    extending  as 
along  other  parts  of  the  river  already  men- 
tioned, in  one  uninterrupted  village,  feemingly, 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.     On  this  fide  the 
profpedt  is  terminated  by  an  extenfive  range  of 
mountains,  the  flat  lands  lituated  between  and 
the  villages  on  the  banks  not  being  vilible  to 
a  fpe<flator  at  Quebec,  it  leems  as  if  the  moun- 
tains Fofe  dired:!);  out  of  the  water,,  and  the 
houfes  were  built  on  their  fteep  and  rugged 
fides.     '"•^'-'■■'   '"  '  ' 

Beautiful  as  the  environs  of  the  city  appear 
when  fecn  at  a  diftance,  they  do  not  appear 
kfs  fo  on  a  more  clofe  infpedion  j  and  in  paf- 
fing  through  them  the  eye  is  entertained  with 
a  mod:  pleafing  variety  of  fine  landfcapes,  whilft 
the  mind  is  equally  gratified  with  the  appear- 
ance of  content  and  happinefs  that  reigns  in 
the  countenances  of  the  inhabitants.  Indeed^ 
if  a  country  as  fruitful  as  it  is  pidlurefqucr  a 
genial  and  healthy  climate,  and  a  tolerable 
lliare  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  can  make 

fl    •!!    «f    f<f. /it     '<-....='        .».        .  -.  people 


It 


ADA: 

ofavaft 
the  fky, 
bjedtsof 
ceivable 
ver,  in- 
Dntories, 
cloathed 
fhore  is 
iding  as 
iy  men- 
emingly, 
}  Tide  the 
;  range  of 
iveen  and 
vifible  to 
le  moun- 
.  and  the 
d  rugged 

ty  appear 
5t  appear 
in  paf- 
ined  with 
)es,whilft 
2  appear- 
reigns  in 
Indeed^ 
refque^  a 
tolerable 
:an  make; 
people 


BEAUTIFUL    SCENERY.  357 

people  happy,  none  ought  to  appear  more  fo 
than  the  Canadians,  during  this  delightful  fea- 
ion  of  the  year. 

Before  I  difmifs  this  fubjedl  entirely,  I  mud 
give  you  a  brief  ?  --ount  of  two  fcenes  in  the 
vicinity  of^  .^ebu  -nore  particula: ;.  v  /sibrv- 
ing  of  attention  than  any  others.  The  one  is 
the  Fall  of  the  River  Montmorencij  the 
other,  that  of  the  Chaudiere.  The  former 
flream  runs  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  (Qven 
miles  below  Quebec ;  the  latter  joins  the  fame 
river  nearly  at  an  equal  diftance  above  the 
city. 

The  MontmorencI  River  runs  in  a  very  ir- 
regular ccurfe,  ihrough  a  wild  and  thickly 
wooded  country,  over  a  bed  of  broken  rocks, 
till  it  comes  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  down 
which  it  defcends  in  one  uninterrupted  and 
nearly  perpendicular  fall  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  feet.  The  ftream  of  water  in  tliis  river, 
except  at  the  time  of  floods,  is  but  fcanty,  but 
being  broken  into  foam  by  rufliing  with  fuch 
rapidity  as  it  does  over  the  rocks  at  the  top  of 
the  precipice,  it  is  thereby  much  dilated,  and 
in  its  fall  appears  to  be  a  flieet  of  water  of  no 
inconfjderable  magnitude.  The  breadth  of  the 
river  at  top,  from  bank  to  bank,  is  about  fifty 
feet  only.  In  its  fall,  the  water  has  the  exad: 
appearance  of  fnow,  as  when  tlirown  in  heaps 
from  the  roof  of  a  houfe,  and  it  fecmingly  de- 
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fcends  with  a  very  flow  motion.  The  fpray 
'at  the  bottom  is  confiderable,  and  when  the  fun 
happens  to  fliine  bright  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  the  prifmatic  colours  are  exhibited  in  it 
in  all  their  variety  and  luftre.  At  the  bottom 
of  the  precipice  the  water  is  confined  in  a  fort 
of  bufon,  as  it  were,  by  a  mafs  of  rock,  ex- 
tending nearly  acrofs  the  fall,  and  out  of  this 
it  flows  with  a  gentle  current  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence, which  is  about  three  hundred  yards 
diftant.  The  banks  of  the  Montmorenci,  be- 
low the  precipice,  are  nearly  perpendicular  on 
one  fide,  and  on  both  inacceffible,  fo  that  if  a, 
perfon  be  delirous  of  getting  to  the  bottom  of 
the  fall,  he  mud  dcfcend  down  the  banks  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  walk  along  the  margin 
of  that  river  till  becomes  to  the  chafm  through 
which  the  Montmorenci  flows.  To  a  perfon 
failing  along  the  St.  Lawrence,  pad  the  mouth 
of  the  chafm,  the  fall  appears  in  great  beauty. 
General  Haldimand,  formerly  governor  of 
Canada,  was  fo  much  delighted  with  this  ca- 
taract, that  hsi  built  a  dwelling  houfc  clofe  to 
it,  from  the  pailour  windows  of  which  it  is 
feen  in  a  very  advantageous  point  of  view.  In 
front  of  the  houfe  is  a  neat  lawn,  that  runs 
down  the  whole  way  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
in  various  parts  of  it  little  fummer-houfes  have 
been  ere<!tcd,  each  of  which  commands  a  view 
of  the  fall.     There  is  alfo  a  fummer  houfe, 
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(Ituated  nearly  at  the  top  of  the  fall,  hanging 
diredtly  over  the  precipice,  fo  tl  at  if  a  bullet 
were  dropped  from  the  window,  it  would  de- 
fcend  in  a  perpendicular  line  at  kail  two  hun- 
dred feet.     This  houfe  is  fupported  by  large 
beams  of  timber,  fixed  into  the  fides  of  the 
chafm,  and  in  order  to  get  to  it  you  have  to 
pafs  over  feveral  flights  of  fteps,  and  one  or  two 
wooden  galleries,  which  are  fupported  in  the 
fame  manner.     The  view  from  hence  is  tre- 
mendouily  grand.     It  is  faid,   that  the  beams 
whereon  this  little  edifice  is  ere<fled  are  in  a 
ilate  of  decay,  and  many  perfons  are  fearful  of 
entering  into  it,  left  they  ftiould  give  way  j  but 
being  ignorant  of  the  danger,  if  indeed  there 
was  any,  our  whole  party  ventured  into  it  at 
once,  and  ftaid  there  a  confiderable  time,  not- 
withftanding  its  tremulous  motion  at  every 
ftep  we  trod.   That  the  beams  cannot  laft  for 
ever  is  certain  j    it  would  be  a  wife  meafure, 
therefore,  to  have  them  removed  or  repaired  in 
proper  time,  for  as  long  as  they  remain  ftand- 
ing,  perfons  will  be  found  that  will  venture 
ipto  the  unfteady  fabrick  they  fupport,  and 
fliould  they  give  way  at  a  moment  when  any 
perfons  are  in  it,  the  cataftrophe  muft  inevi- 
tably be  fatal. 

The  fall  in  the  River  Chaudiere  is  not  half 
the  height  of  that  of  the  Montmorenci,  but 
then  it  is  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
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feet  in  breadth ^  The  fcenery  round  this  ca- 
taract is  much  fuperior  in  every  refped  to  that 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Montmorenci. 
Contiguous  to  the  latter  there  are  few  trees  of 
any  great  magnitude,  and  nothing  is  near  it  to 
relieve  the  eye  5  you  have  the  fall,  and  nought 
but  the  fall,  to  contemplate.  The  banks  of 
La  Chaudiere,  on  the  contrary,  are  covered 
with  trees  of  the  large  ft  growth,  and  amidft 
the  piles  of  broken  rocks,  which  lie  fcattered 
about  the  place,  you  have  fome  of  the  wildeft 
and  moft  romantic  views  imaginable.  As  for 
the  fall  itfelf,  its  grandeur  varies  with  the  fea- 
fon.  When  the  river  is  full,  a  body  of  water 
(:omes  rufliing  over  the  rocks  of  the  preci- 
pice that  aftor^ifhss  the  beholder  ;  but  in  dry 
weather,  and  indeed  during  the  greater  part  of 
thcfummer,  we  may  fay,  the  quantity  of  wa- 
ter is  but  trifling.  At  this  feafon  there  are 
few  but  what  would  prefer  the  falls  of  the 
Montmorenci  River,  and  I  am  tempted  to 
imagine  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  generality 
of  people  would  give  it  the  preference  at  al( 
times,      ..^\ih 
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Of  the  Conjlitution,  Government,  Laws,  and 
Religion  of  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada, — Eflimate  of  the  Expences  of  the 
Civil  Lijl,  of  the  Military  EJlabliJhment,  and 
the  Prefents  to  the  Indians, — Salaries  ofcer^ 
tain  Officers  of  the  Crown, — Imports  and 
Exports, — Taxes, 

FROM  the  time  that  Canada  was  ceded  to 
Great  Britain  until  the  year  1774,  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  the  province  were  regulated  by 
the  ordinance  of  the  governor  alone.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  the  Quebec  Bill,  which  was  then 
paffed,  a  legiflative  council  was  appointed  by 
his  Majeily  in  the  country ;  the  number  of 
members  was  limited  to  twenty-three.  This 
council  had  full  power  to  make  all  fuch  ordi- 
nances and  regulations  as  were  thought  expe- 
dient for  the  welfare  of  the  province  j  but  it 
was  prohibited  from  levying  any  taxes,  except 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  roads,  repairing 
public  buildings,  or  the  like.  Every  ordinance 
was  to  be  laid  before  the  governor,  for  his 
Majefty's  approbation,  within  fix  months  from 
the  time  it  was  paffed,  and  no  ordinance,  im- 
pofing  a  greater  punilhment  on  any  perfon  or 
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perfons  than  a  line,  or  imprlfonment  for  three 
months,  was  valid  without  hisMajefty'saflent, 
iignified  to  the  council  by  the  governor. 

Thus  were  the  affairs  of  the  province  regu- 
lated until  the  year  1791,  when  an  a»5t  was 
paifcd  in  the  Britidi  parliament,  repealing  fo 
much  of  the  Quebec  Bill  as  related  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  council,  and  to  the  powers  that 
h-id  been  granted  to  it^  and  which  eftablifhed 
the  prefcnt  form  of  goveriirnqnt.     /,. : 

The  country,  at  the  fame  time,  was  divided 
into  two  diftindt  provinces ;   the  province  of 
Lower  Canada,   and  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada.     The  former  is  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
old  province  of  Canada  i  the  latter,  the  wefteni 
part,  fituated  on  the  northern  fides  of  the  great 
lakes  and  rivers  through  which  the  boundary 
line  runs  that  feparates  the  Britilh  territories 
from   thofe  of  the  United  States.     The  two 
provinces  aredivided  from  each  other  by  a  line, 
which  runs  north,  24°  weft,  commencing  at 
Point  au  Baudet,  in  that  part  of  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  called  Lake  Francis,  and  continu- 
ing on  from  thence  to  the  Utawas  or  Grand 
River.     The  city  of  Quebec  is  the  capital  of 
the  lower  province,  as  the  town  of  Niagara  is 
of  the  upper  one. 

.  The  executive  power  in  each  province  is 
veftcd  in  the  governor,  who  has  for  his  advice 
an  executive  council  appointed  by  his  Ma- 
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jefty.  The  legiilative  power  of  each  province 
is  vefted  in  the  governor,  a  legiflative  coun- 
cil, and  an  affembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  Their  ad:s,  however,  are  fubjed: 
to  the  controul  of  his  majefty,  and  in  fome 
particular  cafes  to  the  controul  of  the  Britifh 
parliament. 

Bills  are  pafTed  in  the  council  and  in  the 
affembly  in  a  form  fomewhat  fimilai  to  that  in 
which  bills  are  carried  through  the  Britifh 
houfcs  of  parliament  J  they  are  then  Liid  befo^-e 
the  governor,  who  gives  or  withholds  hisaflent, 
or  referves  them  for  his  Majefly's  pleafure. 

Such  bills  as  he  affents  to  are  put  in  fc-rco, 
immediately  j  but  he  is  bound  ,  to  tranfmit  a 
true  copy  of  them  to  the  King,  who  in  council 
may  declare  his  difallowance  of  them  within 
two  years  from  the  time  of  their  being  receiv- 
ed, in  which  cafe  they  become  void. 

Such  as  are  referved  for  his  Majeily's  affent 
are  not  to  be  put  in  force  until  that  is  re- 
ceived. 

Moreover,  every  adt  of  the  riiiembly  and 
council,  which  goes  to  repeal  or  vary  the  laws 
or  regulations  that  were  in  exiltence  at  the 
time  the  prefent  conftitution  was  eftablifhed 
in  the  country  refpeding  tythes  -,  the  appro- 
priation of  land  for  the  fupport  of  a  proteftant 
clergy;  the  conftituting  and  endowing  of  par- 
fonages  or  redories  -,  the  right  of  prefentation 
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to  the  fame,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  in- 
cumbents fhall  hold  them  ;  the  enjoyment  and 
excrcife  of  any  form  or  mode  of  worlhip ;  the 
imix)fiDg  of  any  burdens  and  difqualifications 
on  account  of  the  fame  j  the  rights  of  the 
clerfiTV  to  recover  their  accuftomcd  dues  ;   the 
impofing  or  granting  of  any  farther  dues  or 
emohmicnts  to  any  ecclefiaftics ;  the  eftabli(h-» 
mcntanddifcipline  of  the  church  of  England; 
the  King's  prerogative,  touching  the  granting 
of  vv.ifle  lands  of  the  crown  withir  the  pro- 
vince ;    every  fuch  act,  before  it  receives  the 
royal  affent,  mull  be  laid  before  both  houfes 
of  parliament  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  King 
mull:  not  give  his  aflent  thereto  until  thirty 
days  after  the  fame  has  been  laid  before  par- 
liament j  and  in  cafe  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment prefents  an  addrefs  to  the  King  to  with- 
hold his  allent  to  any  fuch  ad  or  ads,  it  can- 


not be  given. 


«»-,»  ii  '^f^ 


By  cin  ail  pafCfA  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  prcfcnt  Majclly's  reign,  the  Britiili  parlia- 
ment has  alfo  the  power  of  making  any  re- 
gulations which  may  be  found  expedient,  re- 
fpedting  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
province,  and  alfo  of  impofing  import  and  ex- 
port duties;  bui  all  fucii  duties  are  to  be  ap- 
plied folcly  to  the  ufc  of  tlie  piovince,  and  in 
fuch  a  manner  only  as  the  laws  made  in  the 
council  and  alVcmbly  diredt. 

The 
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The  legiilative  council  of  Lower  Canada 
confifts  of  fifteen  members  ;  that  of  Upoer 
Canada  of  feven.  The  number  of  the  mem- 
bers in  each  province  muft' never  be  lefs  than 
this;  but  it  may  be  increafed  whenever  hi3 
Majffty  thinks  fit. 

The  counfellors  are  appointed  for  life,  by 
an  inftrument  under  the  great  feal  of  the 
province,  ugned  by  the  governor,  who  is  in- 
Veited  with  powers  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
King.  No  perfon  can  be  a  counfellor  who 
is  not  twenty-one  years  of  age,  nor  any  one 
who  is  not  a  natural-born  fubjett,  or  who  has 
not  been  naturalized  according  to  ael  of  par- 
liament. 

Whenever  his  Majefty  tlnnks  proper,  he 
may  confer  on  any  perfons  hereditary  titles  of 
honour,  with  a  right  annexed  to  them  of  being 
fummoned  to  fit  in  this  council,  which  right 
the  heir  may  claim  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  5 
the  right,  however,  cannot  be  acknowledged 
if  the  heir  has  been  abfcnt  from  the  province 
without  leave  of  his  Majcfty,  fignified  to  the 
council  by  the  governor,  for  four  years  toge- 
ther, between  the  time  of  his  fuccceding  to 
the  right  and  the  time  of  his  demanding  it. 
The  right  is  forfeited  aUo,  if  the  heir  lakes  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  any  foreign  power  be- 
fore he  demands  it,  unlefs  his  M;»jelly,  by 
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an  inftrument  under  the  great  feal  of  the  pro- 
vince, lliould  decree  to  the  contrary. 

If  a  counfellor,  after  having  taken  his  feat, 
abfent  himfelffrom  the  province  for  two  years 
fucceiTively,  without  leave  from  his  Majefty, 
fignified  to  the  council  by  the  governor,  his 
feat  is  alfo  thereby  vacated. 

All  hereditary  rights,  however,  of  fitting  in 
council,  fo  forfeited,  are  only  to  be  fufpended 
during  the  life  of  the  defaulters,  and  on  their 
death  they  defcend  with  the  titles  to  the  next 
heirs  *. 

In  cafes  of  treafon,  both  the  title  and  right 
of  fitting  in  the  council  are  extinguiflied. 

All  queftions  concerning  the  right  of  being 
fummoned  to  the  council  are  to  be  determined 
by  the  council  j  but  an  appeal  may  be  had  from 
their  decifion  to  his  Majcfty  in  his  parliament 
of  Great  Britain.      >  '   •     ^>  •• 

The  governor  has  the  power  of  appointing 
and  removing  the  fpeaker  of  the  council. 

The  aflembly  of  Lower  Canada  confifts  of 
fifty  members,  and  that  of  Upper  Canada  of 
fixteen  ;  neither  afiembly  is  ever  to  confift  of 
a  lefs  number.  t  - 

The  members  for  diftridls,  circles,  or  conn- 

ties* 


*  No  hereditary  titles,  with  this  right  annexed,  have  yet 
been  conferred  on  any  pcrfous  in  Canada  by  his  firitaniiic 
Majefty, 
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tiwS,  are  chofen  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
fiich  perfons  as  are  poflelfed  of  lands  or  tene- 
ments in  freehold,  in  fief,  in  boture,  or  by 
certificate  derived  under  the  authority  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  (!^ebec,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  forty  fliillings,  clear  of  all  rents, 
charges,  &c.  The  members  for  towns  or 
townfliips  are  chofen  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  fuch  perfons  as  pofTcls  houfes  and 
lands  for  their  own  ufe,  of  the  yearly  value 
of  five  pounds  ftcrling,  or  as  have  refided  in 
the  town  or  townililp  for  one  year,  and  paid  a 
rent  for  a  houfe  durinfij;  the  time,  at  the  rate 
of  ten  pounds  yearly. 

No  perfon  is  eligible  to  ferve  as  a  member 
of  the  aflembly,  who  is  a  member  of  the  legif- 
lative  council,  or  a  minifter,  prieil,  ecclefi- 
aftic,  or  religious  perfonage  of  the  church  of 
Jingland,  Rome,  or  of  any  other  church. 

No  peribn  is  qualified  to  vote  or  fcrve,  who 
is  not  twenty-one  years  of  age;  nor  any  per- 
fon, not  a  natural-born  fubjedt,  or  who  has  not 
been  naturalized,  cither  by  law  or  conqueft ; 
nor  any  one  who  has  been  attainted  of  treafoii 
m  any  court  in  his  Majcfiy's  dominions,  or 
who  has  been  difqualificd  by  an  a»5t  of  aflem- 
bly  and  council, 

I^ very  voter,  if  callod  upon,  muH:  take  an 
oath,  either  in  l-'rcnch  or  linghlh,  that  he  is 
of  age;  tliat  he  is  qualified  to  vote  according 
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to  lawj  and  that  he  has  not  voted  before  at 
that  election.      bft'Offt  vis/mo^  0£iJ  m  anuiiau 

The  governor  has  the  power  of  appointing 
the  place  of  fefrion,and  of  caUing  together*  of 
proroguing,  and  of  diflblving  the  aflembly. 

The  alTembly  is  not  to  laft  longer  than  foui* 
years,  but  it  may  be  diflblved  fooner.  The 
governor  is  bound  to  call  it  at  lead  once  ill 
each  year. 

The  oath  of  a  memberj  on  taking  his  feat, 
is  compriled  in  a  few  words :  he  promifes  to 
bear  true  allegiance  to  the  King,  as  lawful 
fovereign  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  province 
of  Canada  dependant  upon  it  j  to  defend  him 
againft  all  traitorous  confpiracies  and  attempts 
againft  his  perfon ;  and  to  make  known  to 
him  ail  fuch  confpiracies  and  attempts,  which 
he  may  at  any  time  be  acquainted  with ;  all 
which  he  promifes  without  mental  cvalion, 
refervation,  or  enuivoci.*ion,  at  the  fame  time 
renouncing  all  pardons  and  difpenfations  from 
any  perfon  or  power  whatfoever. 

The  governors  of  the  two  provinces  are 
totally  independent  of  each  other  in  their  civil 
capacity  :  in  military  affairs,  the  governor  of 
the  lower  province  tal?cs  precedence,  as  he  is 
ufually  created  captain-general  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  North  America.  'am  Wt.  ar.-.^  > 

The  prefent  fyftem  of  judicnttire  in  each 
province  was  eilablirtied  by  the  Quebec  Bill 
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of  1774.  By  this  bill  it  was  enaded,  that  all 
pcrfons  in  the  country  (hould  be  entitled  to 
hold  their  lands  or  pofleffions  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before  the  conqueft,  according  to 
the  laws  and  ufiiges  then  exifting  in  Canada  ; 
and  that  all  controverfies  relative  to  property 
or  civil  rights  fhould  alfo  be  determined  by 
the  fame  laws  and  ufages,  Thefe  old  laws 
and  ufages,  however,  were  not  to  extend  to 
the  lands  which  might  thereafter  be  granted 
by  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  free  and  common 
focage  :  here  Englilh  laws  were  to  be  in  full 
force }  fo  that  the  *  Englifh  inhabitants,  who 
have  fettled  for  the  moll  part  on  new  lands, 
are  not  fubjedt  to  the  controul  of  thefe  old 
P'rench  laws,  that  were  exifting  in  Canada 
when  the  country  was  conquered,  except  a 
difpute  concerning  property  or  civil  rights 
fhould  aiife  between  any  of  them  and  the 
French  inhabitants,  in  which  cafe  the  matter 
is  to  he  determined  by  the  French  laws. 
Every  friend  to  civil  liberty  wo'id  wi(h  to 
fee  tlicft:  laws  aboliihed,  for  they  weigh  very 
unequiilly  in  fivourof  the  richandof  the  poor; 
but  as  long  as  the  French  inhabitants  remain 
fj  wedded  as  they  are  at  prefent  to  old  cuf- 

•  *  I  muftobferve  here  once  for  all,  that  by  Englilh  inl.»bi- 
tants  I  ni'.-an  all  thofe  whofe  ti  itivc  language  ij  Englifti,  ia 
contradillindlion  to  the  Canadians  of  Frencii  cxtraftion,  who 
uiui^erially  Ijilm!;  the  Ircnch  language,  mJ  no  other. 

Vol.  r.  B  b  tom«. 
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toms,  and  fo  very  ignorant,  there  is  little  hope 
of  feeing  any  alteration  of  this  nature  take 
place.  At  the  fame  time  that  the  French  laws 
were  fuffered  by  the  Quebec  bill  to  exift,  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  French 
inhabitants,  who  were  attached  to  them,  the 
criminal  law  of  England  was  eflabliflied 
throughout  every  part  of  the  country  j  "  and 
^*  this  was  one  of  the  happieft  circumftances," 
as  the  Abbe  Raynal  obferves,  "  that  Canada 
could  experience  J  as  deliberate,  rational, 
public  trials  took  place  of  the  impenetrable 
myfterious  tranfaCtlons  of  a  cruel  inquifi- 
tion  J  and  as  a  tribunal,  that  had  theretofore 
been  dreadful  and  fanguinary,  was  filled 
with  humane  judges,  more  difpoled  to  ac- 
**  knowledge  innocence  than  to  fuppofe  cri- 
"  minality.'* 

The  governor,  the  lieutenant  governor,  or 
the  pcrlbn  adminillering  the  government,  the 
members  of  the  executive  council,  the  chief 
juftices  of  the  province,  and  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  or  any  five  of  them, 
form  a  court  of  appeal,  the  judges  however 
excepted  of  that  diliridl  from  whence  the  ap- 
peal  is  made.  From  the  dccifion  of  this  court 
an  appeal  may  be  had  in  certain  cafes  to  the 
King  in  council.  '-''''  '^injumnw  t;    v. 

^   Every  religion  is  tolerated,  in  the  fulled 
rxtcnt  of  the  word,  in  both  provinces;   and 
6  no 
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no  difqualifications  are  inipofed  on  any  per- 
fons  on  account  of  their  religious  •  opinions. 
The  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  that  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  by  the 
Quebec  bill  of  1774*  the  ecclefiaftics  of  that 
perfuafion  are  empowered  by  law  to  recover ^11 
the  dues  which,  previous  to  that  period,  they 
were  accuftomed  to  receive,  as  well  as  tithes, 
that  is,  from  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants ; 
but  they  cannot  exadt  any  dues  or  tithes  from 
Proteftants,  or  off  lands  held  by  Proteftants, 
although  formerly  fuch  lands  might  have  been 
fubjeded  to  dues  and  tithes  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Roman  Cathohc  church.  The  dues 
and  tithes  from  off  thefe  lands  are  ftill,  how- 
ever, to  be  paid ;  but  they  are  to  be  paid  to 
perfons  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  tlie 
amount  of  them  is  to  be  referved,  in  the  hands 
of  his  Majefty's  receiver  general,  for  the  fup- 
port of  the  proteftant  clergy  actually  refiding 
in  the  province. 

,  By  the  adt  of  the  year  1791,  alfo,  it  was 
ordained,  that  the  governor  ihould  allot  out 
of  all  lands  belonging  to  the  crown,  which 
ihould  be  granted  after  that  period,  one-fc- 
venth  for  the  benefit  of  a  Proteltant  clergy, 
to  be  folely  applicable  to  their  ule  ;  and  all 
fuch  allotments  muft:  be  particularly  fpecified 
in  every  grant  of  walle  lands,  othervvife  the 
grant  h  void,  ^  ,|^;,-  .  .    ^--^/''^I^Im  Ur      ' 
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.T  With  the  advice  of  the  executive  council, 
the  governor  is  authorized  to  conftitute  or 
credt  parfonages  or  rectories,  and  to  endow 
them  out  of  thefe  appropriations,  and  to  pre- 
sent incumbents  to  them,  ordained  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England  ;  which 
incumbents  are  to  perform  the  ^ame  duties, 
and  to  hold  their  parfonages  or  re^-tories  in  the 
fame  manner  as  incumbents  of  the  church  of 
England  do  in  that  country. 

The  clergy  of  the  church  of  England,  in 
both  provinces,  confifts  at  prefent  of  twelve 
perfons  only,  including  the  bidiop  of  Quebec  ; 
that  of  the  church  of  Rome,  however,  confifls 
of  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  ; 
viz.  a  bifliop,  who  takes  his  title  from  Que- 
bec, his  **  coadjuteur  elu,"  who  is  bilhop  of 
Canathe,  three  vicars  general, and  one  hundred 
nnd  iixteen  curates  and  miffionaries,    all  of 
Vv'hom  are  refident  in  the  lower  province,  ex- 
cept five  curates  and  millionaries.  ^  >■'  -■   •  '■ 
The  number  of  the  dilTenting  clergy,  in  both 
provinces,  is  confiderably  fmaller  than  that  of 
the  clergy  of  the  church  of  England. 

The  expenccs  of  the  civil  lift  in  Lower 
Canada  are  eflimated  at  >r.  20,000  fterling 
per  annum,  one  half  of  which  is  defrayed  by 
Great  Britain,  and  the  remainder  by  the  pro- 
vince, out  of  the  duties  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  articles.     The  expence  of  the 

«    ivtPI     ;■  »       -     '•  iiii.^fv.  civil 
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civil  lift  in  Upper  Canada  is  confiderably  lefs ; 
perhaps  not  fo  much  as  a  fourth  of  that  of 
the  lower  province. 

The  military  eftablifhment  in  both  pro-^ 
vinces,  together  with  the  repairs  of  fortifica- 
tion, 6cc.  are  computed  to  coft  Great  Britain 
annually  ^^.100,000  fterling. 

The  prefents  diftributed  amongft  the  In- 
dians, and  the  falaries  paid  to  the  different  of- 
ficers in  the  Indian  department,  are  eftimatcd 
at  ^.100,000  fterling  more,  annually. 

Amongft  the  oflicers  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment are,  fuperintendants  general,  deputy  fu- 
perintendants,  infpedtors  genera),  deputy  in- 
fpedtors  general,  fecretaries,  afliftant  fecreta- 
ries,  ftorekeepers,  clerks,  agents,  interpreters, 
ifTuers  of  provifions,  furgeons,  gunfmiths,  &c. 
&c.  6cc.  moft  of  whom,  in  the  lower  province, 
have  now  linecure  places,  as  there  are  but  few 
Indians  in  the  country ;  but  in  the  upppr  pro- 
vince they  have  adive  fervice  to  perform.  Of 
the  policy  of  iifuing  prefents  to  luch  a  large 
amount  amongft  the  Indians,  more  will  be  faid 
in  the  afterpart  of  this  work. 

The  following  is  a  fhitemcnt  of  fome  of  the 
falaries  paid  to  the  ofiiccrs  of  government  in 
Lower  Canada.    - 

Governor  general         -         -         - 


Lieutenant  governor     - 
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/:. 

WM                      Executive  counfellors,  each         - 

100 

Wm                       Attorney  general         -         •     , . .  -  . 

300 

H                       Solicitor  general 

200 

H                       Secretary  and  regifter  to  the  province    - 

400 

H                       Clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals,  mxh.  fire 

H                           wood  and  ftationary          -         -   .^.^^ 

120 

H                       Secretary  to  the  governor      -         - 

200 

H                       French  fecretary  tc  the  governor,  and 

■^' 

B                           tranflator  to  the  council 

200 

■1                        Chief  juftice  of  Quebec,  who  is  chief 

. . ,_'  ■ 

■1                        ^    juftice  of  the  province         -          -     5 

f,200 

Chief  juftice  of  Montreal 

900 

^^fl 

Chief  juftice  of  Three  Rivers     - 

300 

^HH 

Receiver  general        -.         -          - 

400 

M!                       Surveyor  general  of  lands 

300 

mm                       Deputy,  and  allowance  for  an  ofRce    - 

150 

|H                        Surveyor  of  woods        -         -         - 

200 

M                        Grand  voyer  of  Quebec 

100 

Grand  voyer  of  Montreal 

100 

Grand  vover  of  Three  Rivers 

60 

H              '           Superintendant     of     provincial     poft 

Hj                           houfes         -          -         -         - 

100 

flu 

Clerk  of  the  terraro  of  the  king's  do- 

main        -         -         -        -         - 

90 

nM;                       Clerk  of  the  crown         -         -         - 

100 

m                        Tnfpedior  of  police  at  Quebec 

100 

H|                        Infpcd:cr  of  police  at  Montreal 

100 

Wjt                        Four  milTionaries  to  Indians,  each 

50 

^H  ''                     One  milhonary  to  Indians 

45 

1     ,                 •    -                                                        School- 

NADA : 

-  lOO 

300 
20Q 

e    -   400 
re 

120 
I  200 
ad  ■  '^ 

200 
ief 
-      J, 2 00 

900 

400 

300 

200 
100 
100 

-  60 


>oft 
lo- 


100 


rr'.  - 


90 
100 
100 

100 

50 

"       45 
School- 
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375 
100 

50 


Schoolmafter  at  Quebec 

Schooltnafter  at  Montreal  -         •» ' 

Schoolmafter  at  Carlifle,  Bay  de  Cha^ 

leurs         -         _         -  -         - 

Overfeers,  to  prevent  fires  at  Quebec, 
and  to  fweep  the  chimneys  ;fthe 
poor         ,         -         _         -         - 

Salary  of  the  bl(hop  of  Qnebec,  who 

is  bifliop  of  both  provinces       -  2,000 

The  penfions,betv/een  January  1794  and  Janu- 
ary 1795,  amounted  to ^T.  1,782.  6^.  7^. 
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A  Statement  of  the  Articles  fubjeft  to 
Duty  on  Importation  into  Canada,  and  of 
the  Duties  payable  thereon.      .     j)  '^ 

Brandy  and  other  fpirits,  the  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Britain,  per  gallon^     "     •    3 

Rum  and  other  fpirits,  imported  from  the 
colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  per 
gallon       -         -         -         -         -      .    6 

Brandy  and  fpirits  of  foreign  manufacture, 
imported  from  Great  Britain,  per 
gallon        -         -         -         -'-10 

Additional  duty  on  the  fame,  per  gallon  .    3 

Rum  or  fpirits  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  per  gallon       [ff^v-f      -    1   o 
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Molafles  and  Syrups  imported  in  Britilh 
ihipping,  per  gallon         -         -         - 

Additional  duty,  per  gallon     '   -  >^'    -    " 

Molafles  or  Syrups  legally  imported  in 
other  than  Britifli  fhipping,  per  gallon 

Additional  duty,  per  gallon 

Madeira  wine,  per  gallon 

Other  wine         -  -         ■■ff-.        -     . 

N.  B.  V/ine  can  be  imported  dired:ly 
from  Madeira,  or  from  any  of  the  Mn- 
can  iflands,  into  Canada ;  but  no  Euro- 
pean wine  or  brandy  can  be  imported, 
except  through  England, 

Loaf  or  lump  fugar,  per  lb. 
Mufcovado  or  clayed  fugar 
Coffee,  per  lb.      '''^ -i 
Leaf  tobacco,  per  lb. 
Playing  cards,  per  pack 
Salt,  the  minot 


3 
3 


3 
6 
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' 
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2 
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N.  B.  The  minot  is  a  meafure  commonly 
ufed  in  Canada,  which  is  to  the  Winchefler 
bufhel,  as  loo  is  to  108,765. 


■■..:^i,.i 


The  imports  into  Canada  confift  of  all  the 
various  articles  which  a  young  country,  that 
does  not  marnifadure  much  for  its  own  ufe, 
can  be  fuppofed  to  ftand  in  need  of;  fuch  as 
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earthen  ware,  hardware,  and  houfehold  fur- 
niture, except  of  the  coarfer  kinds  ;  woollen 
and  linen  cloths,  haberdafhery,  holkry,  6cc. 
paper,  flationary,  leather  and  n:ianufad;ures  of 
leather,  groceries,  wines,  fpirits,  Weft  Lidian 
produce,  &c.  &c. ;  cordage  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  and  even  the  coarfer  manilfadures  of 
iron,  are  alfo  imported.  „,,...... 

The  foil  of  the  country  Is  well  adapted  to 
the  growth  of  hemp,  and  great  pains  have 
bscn  taken  to  introduce  the  culture  of  it. 
Handbills,  explaining  the  manner  in  which  it 
can  be  raifed  to  the  beft  advantage,  have  been 
affiduoully  circulated  amongft  the  farmers,  and 
ported  up  at  all  the  public  houfes*  It  is  a 
difficult  matter,  however,  to  put  the  French 
Canadians  out  of  their  old  ways,  fo  that  very 
little  hemp  has  been  raifed  in  confequence  of 
the  pains  that  have  been  thus  taken ;  and  it 
"is  not  probable  that  much  will  be  raifed  for 
a  confiderable  time  to  come. 

Iron  ore  has  been  difcovered  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  j  but  works  for  the 
fmelting  and  manufaduring  of  it  have  been 
eredled  at  one  place  only,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Trois  Rivieres.  Thefe  works  were 
creded  by  the  king  of  France  fome  time 
before  the  conqueft  :  they  are  nov/  tlie  pro- 
perty of  the  Britifli  government,  and  are 
rented  out    to  the  nerfons  who  hold  them 
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at  prefent.  When  the  leafe  expires,  which 
will  be  the  cafe  about  the  year  1 800,  it  is 
thought  that  no  one  will  be  found  to  carry  on 
the  works,  as  the  bank  of  ore,  from  whence 
they  are  fupplied,  is  n'^arly  exhaufted.  The 
works  conlift  of  a  forge  and  a  foundry:  iron 
floves  are  the  principal  articles  manufadturcd 
in  the  latter  ;  but  tlicy  are  not  fo  much  efteem- 
cd  as  thofc  from  England.        '  '  •■'"' 

Domeftic  manufactures  arc  carried  on  in 
inoft  part  of  Canada,  confiding  of  linen  and 
of  coarfe  woollen  cloths;  but  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  thefe  articles  ufed  in  the  country  is 
imported  from  Great  Britain. 

The  exports  from  Canada  con  lift  of  furs 
and  pelts  in  immenfe  quantities  j  of  wheat, 
llour,  flax-feed,  pot-alh,  timber,  ftaves,  and 
lumber  of  all  forts  ;  dried  fi(h,  oil,  ginfeng, 
and  various  medicinal  drugs. 
,  The  trade  between  Canada  and  Great  Bri- 
tain employs,  it  is  faid,  about  fevcn  thoufand 
tons  of  Iliipping  annually. ,,.,., I    ,,,, 

•  I  »     iI^jvi:  '1  ,ff  .       ./, .»  •  ...  .-'.,  fl.ri  *.   . 
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.      LETTER      XXVI. 

Of  the  Soil  and  FrodiiSiions  of  Lower  Canada. 
— Obfevoations  on  the  ManufaSiure  of  Sugar 
from  the  Maple-tree. — Of  the  Climate  of 
Lower  Canada.  —'Amufemcnts  of  People  of 
all  Defcripiions  during  Winter. — Cdrioles.-— 
Manner  of  guarding  againjl  the  Cold. — Great 
Hardinefs  of  the  Horfes. — State  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  on  the  Dijhlution  of  Winter. — 
Rapid  Progrefs  of  Vegetation  during  Spring, 
— Agreeabknefs  of  the  Swwner  and  Autumn 
Seafons, 
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npHE  eaftern  part  of  Lower  Canada,  be- 
*  tween  Quebec  and  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  is  mountainous  j  between  Quebec 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Utawas  River  alfo  a  few 
fcattered  mountains  are  to  be  met  with ;  but 
higher  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence  the  face  of 
the  country  is  flat. 

The  foil,  except  where  fmall  trads  of  ftonv 
and  fandy  land  intervene,  confifts  principally 
of  a  loofe  dark  coloured  earth,  and  of  the 
depth  of  ten  or  twelve  inches,  below  which 
there  is  a  bed  of  cold  clay.  This  earth  to- 
>vards  the  furface  is  extremely  fertile,  of  which 
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there  cannot  be  a  greater  proof  than  that  it 
continues  to  yield  plentiful  crops,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  being  worked  year  after  year  by 
the  French  Canadians,  without  ever  being 
manured.  It  is  only  within  a  few  years  back, 
indeed,  that  any  of  the  Canadians  have  begun 
to  manure  their  lands,  and  many  ftill  continue, 
from  father  to  fon,  to  work  the  fame  fields 
without  intermiffion,  and  without  ever  putting 
any  manure  upon  them,  yet  the  land  is  not 
exhaufted,  as  it  would  be  in  the  United  States. 
The  manure  principally  made  ufc  of  by  thofe 
who  are  the  befl  farmers  is  marl,  found  in 
prodigious  quantities  in  many  places  along  the 
fhores  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

The  foil  of  Lower  Canada  is  particularly 
fuited  to  the  growth  of  fmall  grain.  Tobacco 
alfo  thrives  well  in  i>  ;  it  is  only  raifcd,  how- 
ever, in  fmall  quantit  '.^s  for  private  ufe,  more 
than  one  half  of  vvhai  is  ufcd  in  the  country 
being  imported.  The  Canadian  tobacco  is 
of  a  much  milder  quality  than  that  grown  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia  j  the  fnuff  made  from 
it  is  held  in  great  ellimation. 

Culinary  vegetables  of  every  dcfcription 
come  to  the  grcatell  pcrfedlion  in  Canada,  as 
well  as  moft  of  the  European  fruits :  the  cur- 
rants goofcberries,  and  ralpbcrrics  are  in  par- 
ticular very  fine ;  the  latter  are  indigenous, 
ai\d  arc  found  in  profufion  in  the  woods ;  the 
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vine  is  al fo  indigenous,  but  the  grapes  which 
it  produces  in  its  uncultivated  ftate  are  very- 
poor,  four,  and  but  little  larger  than  fine  cur- 
rants. .  .  ,-        .    ,         .      , 
The   variety  of  trees  found  in  the  forefts 
of  Canada  is  prodigious,  and  it  is   fappofed 
that  many  kinds   are   ftill  unknown :  beech 
trees,  oaks,   elms,    afhes,   pines,  fycamores, 
chefnuts,  walnuts,  of  each  of  which  feveral 
different  fpecics  are  commonly  met  with ;  the 
fugar  maple  tree  is  alfo  found  in  almoft  every 
part  of  the  country,  a  tree  never  feen  but  upon 
good  ground.     There  are  two  kinds  of  this 
very  valuable  tree  in  Canada;  the   one  called 
the  fwamp  maple,   from  its  being  generally 
found  upon  low  lands ;  the  other,  the  moun- 
lain  or  curled  maple,  from  growing  upon  high 
dry  ground,  p.nd  from  the  grain  of  the  wood 
being  very  beautifully  varicgaicii  with  little 
llripes  and  curls.     The  former  y'n\\s  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  fap,  in   propoiiion  to  its 
lize,  than  the  other,  but  this  ^ip  docs  not 
afford  f)  much   fugar  as  t'lt  of  the  cu/lcd 
maple.     A  pound  of  fugar  is  frequently  pro- 
cured from  two  or  three  gallons  of  the  fap  of 
tiie  curled  maple,  whereas  no  more  than  the 
fame  quantity  can  be  had  from  fix  or  fcvcn 
gallons  of  that  of  the  fwamp. 

The  mod  approved  method  of  getting  the 
flip  is  by  piercing  a  hole  with  an  auger  in  *!ie 
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fide  of  the  tree,  of  one  inch  or  an  inch  and  A 
half  in  diameter,  and  two  or  three  inches  in 
depth,  obliquely  upwards ;  but  the  mod  com- 
mon mode  of  coming  at  it  is  by  cutting  a  large 
gaih  in  the  tree  with  an  axe.  In  each  cafe  a 
fmall  fpout  is  fixed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
wound,  and  a  vefTel  is  placed  underneath  to 
receive  the  liquor  as  it  falls.  ^.    u.  i 

A  maple  tree  of  the  diameter  of  twenty 
inches  will  commonly  yield  fufficient  fap  for 
making  five  pounds  of  fugar  each  year,  and 
inflances  have  been  kncnvn  of  trees  yielding 
nearly  this  quantity  annually  for  a  feries  of 
thirty  years.  Trees  that  have  been  gafhed 
and  mangled  with  an  axe  will  not  laft  by  any 
means  fo  long  as  thofe  which  have  been  care- 
fully pierced  with  an  auger ;  the  axe,  how- 
ever, is  generally  uled,  becaufe  the  fap  diflils 
much  fafler  from  the  wound  made  by  it  than 
fro  n  tjiat  made  by  an  auger,  and  it  is  always 
an  obje(!l  with  the  farmer,  to  have  the  ikp 
brought  home,  and  boiled  down  as  fpeedily  as 
poflible,  in  order  that  the  making  of  fugar 
may  not  interfere  with  his  ether  agricultural 
purfuits.  The  feaibn  for  tapping  the  trees  is 
when  the  fap  begins  to  rile,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  fpring,  which  is  jull  the  t  mc. 
that  the  farmer  is  moil  O;  .icd  in  makiii^ 
preparations  fur  fowing  his  grain. 

remarkable  fact,  that  thtfc  trees. 
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after  having  been  tapped  for  fix  or  feven  fac- 
ceflive  years,  always  yield  more  fap  than  they 
do  on  being  firft  woundedj  this  fap,  however, 
is  not  fo  rich  as  that  which  the  trees  dillil  for 
the  firft  time;  but  from  its  coming  in  an  in- 
creafed  portion,  as  much  fugar  is  generally 
procured  from  a  fmgle  tree  on  the  fifth  or 
fixth  year  of  its  being  tapped  as  on  the  firft. 

The  maple  is  the  only  fort  of  raw  fugar 
made  ufe  of  in  the  country  parts  of  Canada ; 
it  is  very  generally  ufed  alfo  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns,   whither  it  is  brought  for  lale 
by  the  country  people  who  attend  the  markets, 
juft  the  fame  as  any  other  kind  of  country 
produce.     The  moft  common  form  in  which 
it  is  fecn  is  in  loaves  or  thick  round  cakes, 
precifely  as  it  comes  out  of  the  vellel  vvheie 
it  is  boiled  down  from  the  fap.     Thefc  cakes 
are  of  a  very  dark  colour  in  general,  and  very 
hard ;   as  they  iirc  wanted  they  are   fcraped 
down  with  a  knife,   and  when   thus  reduced 
i:\io    powder,   the  fugar  appears  of  a  much 
lighter  caft,  and  not  unlike  Weft  Indian  muf- 
covada  or  grained  fugar.     If  the  maple  fugar 
be  carefully  boiled  with  Hmc,  whites  of  eggs, 
blood,  or  any  of  the  other  articles  ufually  em- 
ployed for  clarifying  fugar,  and  properly  gra- 
nulated, by  the  draining  oft  of  the  melalJls, 
it  is  by  no  means  ini^irior,  eitiicr  in  point  of 
ftrcngtb,  flavour,  or  appearance  to  the  eye,  to 

'  '  '  any 


i 


I 


384       TRAVELS  THROUGH  LOWER  CANADA: 

any  Weft  Indian  fugar  whatlbever :  fimply 
boiled  down  into  cakes  with  milk  or  whites 
of  eggs  it  is  very  agreeable  to  the  tafte. 

The  ingenious  Dr.  Nooth,  of  Quebec,  Vvho 
is  at  the  head  of  the  general  hofpital  in  Ca- 
nada, has  made  a  variety  of  experiments  upon 
the  manufadure  of  maple  fugar  ;  he  has  gra- 
nulated, and  alfo  refined  it,  fo  as  to  render  it 
equal  to  the  beft  lump  fugar  that  is  made  in 
England.  To  convince  tiie  Canadians  alfo, 
who  are  as  ii. credulous  on  fome  points  as  they 
arc  credulous  on  others,  that  it  was  really  maple 
fugar  which  they  faw  thus  refined,  he  has 
contrived  to  leave  large  himps,  exhibiting  the 
fugar  in  its  different  ftages  towards  refinement, 
the  lower  part  of  the  lumps  being  left  hard, 
fnnilar  to  the  common  cakes,  the  middle  part 
granulated,  and  the  upper  part  refined. 

Dr.  Nooth  has  calculated,  that  the  fale  of 
the  melaffes  alone  would  be  fully  adequate  to 
the  expence  of  refining  the  maple  fugar,  if  a 
manufadtory  for  that  purpofe  were  eftablilhed. 
Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  eftabliHi 
one  of  the  kind  at  Quebec,  but  they  have  never 
fucc<'*ide  ..as  ihe  peiibns  by  whom  they  were 
mad:^  were  adven*-  rers  that  bad  not  fufficient 
cap.tals  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  It  ought 
not,  however,  to  be  concluded  from  this,  that 
a  manuiadtory  of  the  lort  would  notfucceed  if 
conduifted  by  judicious  peribns  that  had  ample 
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funds  for  the  bufinefs  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  it  would  anfwer. 

There  is  great  reafon  alfo  to  fuppofe,  that  a 
manufadory  for  making  the  fugar  from  the 
beginning,  as  well  as  for  refining  it,  might  be 
ellabliflied  vith  advantage. 

Several  acres  together  are  often  met  with 
in  Canada,  entirely  covered  with  maple  trees 
alone  j  but  the  trees  are  moft  ufually  found 
growing  mixed  with  others,  in  the  proportion 
of  from  thirty  to  fifty  maple  trees  to  every 
acre.  Thoufands  and  thoufands  of  acres  might 
be  procured,  within  a  very  fliort  diftance  of 
the  River  St.  Lawrence,  for  lefs  than  one 
(hilling  an  acre,  on  each  of  which  thirty  maple 
trees  would  be  found ;  but  fuppofing  that 
only  twenty-five  trees  were  found  on  each 
acre,  then  on  a  track  of  five  thoufand  acres, 
fuppofing  each  tree  to  produce  five  pounds  of 
fugar,  5,380  cwt.  2  qrs.  12  lbs.  of  fugar  might 
be  made  annually. 

The  niaple  tree  attains  a  growth  fufficient 
for  yielding  five  pounds  of  fugar  annually  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years ;  as  the  oaks  and 
other  kinds  of  trees,  therefore,  were  cut  away 
lor  different  purpofes,  maples  might  be  planted 
in  their  room,  which  would  be  ready  to  be 
tapped  by  the  time  that  the  old  maple  trees 
failed.  IVIoreover,  if  theic  trees  were  planted 
out  in  rows  regularly,  the  trgublc  of  colle<5t- 
VoL.  1.  C  c  ing 
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ing  the  fap  from  them  would  be  much  lefa- 
than  if  they  ftood  widely  fcattered,  as  they  do 
in  their  natural  ftate,  and  of  courfe  the  ex- 
pence  of  making  the  fugar  would  be  confider- 
ably  Icflened.  Added  to  this,  if  young  maples 
were  conftantly  fet  out  in  place  of  the  other 
trees,  as  they  were  cut  down,  the  eftate,  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  would  yield  ten 
times  as  much  fugar  as  it  did  originally. 

It  has   been  aflerted,  that  the  difficulty  of 
maintaining  horfes  and  men  in  the  woods  at 
the  feafon  of  the  year  proper  for  making  the 
fugar  would  be  fo  great,  as  to  render  every 
plan  for  the  manufactory  of  the  fugar  on  an 
cxtenfivc  fcale  abortive.     This  might  be  very 
true,  perhaps,  in  the  United  States,  where  the 
fubjed:  has  been  principally   difcufled,  and 
where  it  is  that  this  objeftion  has  been  made  ; 
but  it  would  not  hold  good  in  Canada.     Many 
tracks,  containing  five  thoufand  acres  eacli, 
cf  fugar  maple  land,  might  be  piocured   in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  no  part  of  any  of 
which  would  be  more  than  fix  Englilh  miles 
diftant  from  a  populous  village.     The  whole 
labour  of  boiling  in  each  year  would  be  over 
in  the  fpacc  of  lix  weeks  j  the  trouble  there- 
fore of  carrying  food  during  that  period,  for 
the  men  and  liorfes  that  were  wanting  for  the 
manufactory,  from  a  village  into  the  woods, 
would  be  triding,  and  a  few  huts  might  be 
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built  for  thdr  accommodation  in  the  woods 
at  a  fmall  expence. 

The  great  labour  requifite  for  conveying 
the  fap  from  the  trees,  that  grow  fo  far  apart, 
to  the  boiling  houfe,  has  been  adduced  as  an- 
other objection  to  the  eftablifliment  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  fugar  manufactory  in  the  woods. 

The  fap,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  is  col- 
ledled  by  private  families,  by  fetting  a  vefTelj 
into  which  it  drops,  under  each  tree,  and  from 
thence  carfied  by  hand  to  the  place  where  it 
is  to  be  boiled.  If  a  regular  manufactory, 
howeveir.  Were  eftablifhed,  the  fap  might  be 
conveyed  to  the  boiling  houfe  with  far  lefs  la- 
bour J  fmall  vvdoden  troughs  might  be  placed 
tinder  the  wounds  in  each  trees,  by  which 
means  the  fap  might  eafily  be  conveyed  tcT 
the  diftance  of  twenty  yards,  if  it  w'erc  thought 
neceffiry,  into  refervoirs.  Three  or  four  of 
thefe  refervoirs  might  be  placed  on  an  acre, 
and  avenues  opened  through  the  woods,  fo  as 
to  admit  carts  with  proper  veilcls  to  pafs  from 
one  to  the  other,  in  order  to  convey  the  fap 
to  the  boiling  houfes.  Mere  flieds  would  an- 
fwer  for  boiling  houfes,  and  thefe  might  be 
credted  at  various  different  pl:.ces  on  the  cltatc, 
in  order  td  fave  the  trouble  of  carrying  the  flip 
a  great  way. 

The  expence  of  cutting  down  a  few  trees, 
fo  as  to  clear  an  avenue  for  a  cart,  would  not 
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be  much ;  neither  would  that  of  making  the 
fpouts,  and  common  tubs  for  rcfervoirs,  be 
great  in  a  country  abounding  with  wood ;  the 
quantity  of  labour  faved  by  fuch  means  would, 
however,  be  very  confiderable. 

When  then,  it  is  confidered,    that  private 
families,  who  have  to  carry  the  fap  by  hand 
from  each  tree  to  their  own  houfes,  and  often 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  woods,   in 
order  to  boil  it,  can,  with  all  this  labour,  afford 
to  fell  fugar,  equally  good  with  that  which 
comes  from  the  Weft  Indies,  at  a  much  lower 
price  than  what  the  latter  is  fold  at  j  when  it 
is  confidered  alfo,  that  by  going  to  the  fmall 
expence,  on  the  firft  year,  of  making  a  few 
wooden  fpouts  and  tubs,  a  very  great  portion 
.«f  labour  would  be  faved,  and  of  courfe  the 
profits  on  tlie  fale  of  the  fugar  would  be  far 
greater;  there  is   gcod  foundation  for  think- 
ing, that  if  a  manufadtory  were  cilabliflied  on 
fuch  a  plan  as  I  have  hinted  at,  it  would  an- 
fwer  extremely  well,  and  that  maple  fugar 
would  in  a  (liort  time  become  a  principal  ar- 
ticle of  foreign  commerce  in  Canada. 

The  fap  of  the  maple  tree  is  not  only  ufe- 
ful  in  yielding  fugar  i  moft  excellent  vinegar 
may  likewiie  be  made  from  it.  In  company 
with  feveral  gentlemen  I  tafted  vinegar  made 
from  it  by  Dr.  Nooth,  allowed  by  every  one 
prelent  to  be  much  fuperior  to  the  beft  French 
. .      v:  .  \vhite 
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white  wine  vinegar ;  for  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  poiTefled  equal  acidity,  it  had  a  more  deli- 
cious flavour.   ,f,.,\,.,f  i.   >      .   r  :  .     -  ; 

Good  table  beer  may  llkewlfe  be  made 
from  the  fap,  which  many  would  miftake  for 
malt  liquor. 

If  diftilled,  the  fap  affords  a  very  fine  fpirit. 

The  air  of  Lower  Canada  is  extremely 
pure,  and  the  climate  is  dc  \  uncommonly 
falubrious,  except  only  in  "ihc  weflern  parts 
of  the  province,  high  up  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence, where,  as  is  the  cafe  in  almofl  every 
part  of  the  United  States  fouth  of  New  Eng- 
land, between  the  ocean  and  the  mountains, 
the  inhabitants  fuifer  to  a  great  degree  from 
intermittent  fevers.  From  Montreal  down- 
wards, the  climate  refembles  very  much  that 
of  the  ftates  of  New  England ;  the  people 
live  to  a  good  old  age,  and  intermittents  are 
quite  unknown.  This  great  difference  in  the 
healthinefs  of  the  two  parts  of  the  province 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  different  afpecfls  of 
the  country  -,  to  the  eafl:.  Lower  Canada,  like 
New  England,  is  mountainous,  but  to  the  weft 
it  is  an  extended  flat. 

The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  in  Canada 
are  amazing;  in  the  months  of  July  and 
Auguft  the  thermometer,  according  to  Fahren- 
heit, is  often  known  to  rife  to  96%  yet  a  winter 
fcarcely  pafles  over  but  even  the  mercury  itfelf 

C  c  3  freezes. 
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freezes.  Thofe  very  fudden  tranfitions,  howr 
ever,  from  heat  to  cold,  fo  common  in  the 
United  States,  and  fo  very  injurious  to  the 
conflitution,  are  unknown  in  Canada;  the 
feafons  alfo  are  much  more  regular.     '  "   \ 

The  fnow  generally  begins  to  fall  in  No- 
vember -f  but  fometimes  it  comes  down  as 
early  as  the  latter  end  of  Od:ober.  This  is  the 
moll  difagreeable  part  of  the  whole  year  -,  the 
air  is  then  cold  and  raw,  and  the  Iky  dark  and 
gloomy  ',  two  days  feldom  pafs  over  together 
without  a  fall  cither  of  fnow  or  fleet.  By  the 
end  of  the  firft  or  fecond  week,  however,  in 
December,  the  clouds  are  generally  diflblved, 
the  frofl:  fets  in,  the  fky  aflumes  a  bright  and 
azure  hue,  and  for  weeks  together  it  continues 
the  fame,  without  being  obicured  by  a  finglc 
cloud. 

I    .  i  f  .      r 

The  grcateft  degree  of  cold  which  they  ex- 
perience in  Canada,  is  in  the  month  of  January, 
when  for  a  few  days  it  is  fometimes  fo  intenle, 
that  it  is  impolTiblc  for  a  humnn  being  to 
remain  out  of  doors  for  any  conlidcrable  lime, 
without  evident  danger  of  being  froft  bitten, 
Thcfe  very  cold  days,  however,  do  not  come 
altogether,  but  intervene  generally  at  fome 
little  dillance  from  each  ether;  and  between 
them,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  the  air  is  fome- 
tjinej  fo  warn>  that  people  in  cxcrcife,  in  the 
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middle  of  the  day,  feeldifpofed  to  lay  afide  the 
thick  fur  cloaks  ufually  worn  out  of  doors. 

Thofe  who  have  ever  pafled  a  winter  in  Ca- 
tiada,  have  by  no  means  that  dread  of  its  fe- 
verity,  vvliich  fome  would  have  who  have  never 
experienced  a  greater  degree  of  cold  than  what 
is  commonly  felt  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  as  for 
the  Canadians  themfelves,  they  prefer  the  win- 
ter to  every  other  feafon ;  indeed  I  never  met 
with  a  Canadian,  rich  or  poor,  male  or  female, 
but  what  was  of  that  opinion  ;  nor  ought 
this  to  excite  our  furprife,  when  it  is  confi- 
dered  that  tliey  pafs  the  winter  fo  very  diffe- 
rently from  what  we  do.  If  a  Canadian  were 
doomed  to  fpend  but  fix  weeks  only  in  the 
country  parts  of  England,  v;hen  the  ground 
was  covered  with  fnow,  I  dare  venture  to  fay 
that  he  would  be  as  heartily  tired  of  the  fume- 
nefs  which  then  pervaded  the  face  of  nature, 
and  as  dcfirous  of  beholding  a  creen  field  once 
more,  as  any  one  of  ufi.  ^^ 

Winter  in  Canada  is  the  feafon  of  general 
amufemcnt.  The  clear  frofty  weather  no 
fooner  commences,  than  all  thoughts  about 
bufmefs  are  laid  afidc,  and  every  one  devotes 
himfelf  to  pleafure.  The  inhabitants  meet  in 
convivial  parties  at  each  other's  houfcs,  and 
pafs  the  day  with  mufic,  dancing,  caid-play- 
ing,  and  every  focial  entertainment  that  can 
beguile  the  time.     At  Montreal,  in  particular, 
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fuch  a  (;pnftant  and  friendly  int^rcqurfe  is  kept 
up  aqiongf):  the  inhabitants,  that,  as  I  have 
often  h{;$rd  it  mentioned,  it  appears  then  as  if 
the  town.. were  inhabited  but  by  one  large 
family. 

By  jneans  of  their  carioles  or  fledges,  the  Ca- 
nadians tranfport  themfelves  over  the  fnow, 
from  place  to  place,  in  the  moil  agreeable 
manner,  and  with  a  degree  of  fwiftnefs  that  ap- 
pears almoft  incredible  j  for  with  the  fame 
horfe  it  is  poffible  to  go  eighty  miles  in  a  day, 
fo  light  is  the  draft  of  one  of  tliefe  carriages, 
and  fo  favourable  is  the  fnow  to  the  feet  of 
the  horfe.     The  Canadian  cariole  or  fledge  is 
calculated  to  hold  two  perfons  and  a  driver;  it 
is  ufually  drawn  by  one  horfe  j  if  two  horfes 
are  made  ufe  of,  they  are  put  one  before  the 
other,  as  the  track  in  the  roads  will  not  admit 
cf  thrlr  ^"inj  abreall.     The  fliape  of  the  car- 
riage is  varied  according  to  fancy,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  emulation  amongfl  the  gentlemen, 
who  fliall  have  the  handfomeft  one.     There 
are  twp  diftindl  kinds,  however,  of  carioles,  the 
open  and  the  covered.     The  former  is  com- 
monly fomewhat  like  the  body  of  a  capriole, 
put  upon  two  iron  runners  or  Aides,  (imilar  in 
fliape  to  the  irons  of  a  pair  of  flcates  i  the  lat- 
ter confifts  of  the  bod)  of  a  chariot  put  on 
runners  in  the  fame  manner,  and  covered  en- 
tirely over  with  furs,  which  arc  found  by  ex- 
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perience  to  keep  out  the  cold  much  better  than 
any  other  covering  whatfoever.  Covered  ca- 
rioles  are  not  much  liked,  except  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  going  to  a  party  in  the  evening ;  for 
the  great  pleafure  of  carioling  confifts  in  feeing 
and  being  feen,  and  the  ladies  always  go  out  in 
moll  fuperb  dreffes  of  furs.  The  carioles  glide 
over  the  fnow  with  great  ftnoothnefs,  and  fo 
little  noife  do  they  make  in  Hiding  along,  that 
it  is  neceflary  to  have  a  number  of  bells  at- 
tached to  the  harnefs,  or  a  perfon  continually 
founding  a  horn  to  guard  againft  accidents. 
The  rapidity  of  tlie  motion,  with  the  found  of 
thefe  bells  and  horns,  appears  to  be  very  con- 
ducive to  cheerfulnefs,  for  you  feldom  fee  a 
dull  face  in  a  cariole.  The  Canadians  always 
take  advantage  of  the  winter  feafon  to  vifit 
fheir  friends  who  live  at  a  diftance,  as  travel- 
ling is  then  fo  very  expeditious ;  and  this  is 
another  circumftance  which  contributes,  pro- 
bably not  a  little,  to  render  the  winter  fo  ex- 
tremely agreeable  in  their  eyes. 

Though  the  cold  is  fo  very  intenfe  in  Ca- 
nada, yet  the  inhabitants  never  fufFer  from  it, 
conltant  experience  having  taught  them  how 
to  guard  againft  it  efFedually. 

In  the  firft  place,  by  means  of  ftoves  they 
keep  their  habitations  as  warm  and  comfort- 
able as  can  be  dcfired.  In  large  houfes  they 
generally  have  four  or  five  ftoves  placed  in  the 
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hall,  and  in  the   apartments  on  the  ground 
floor,  from  whence  flues  pals  in  difl^erent  di' 
relations  through  the  upper  rooms.     Befides 
thefe  ftoves,  they   hkewife  frequently   have 
open  fires  in  the  lower  apartments ;  it  is  more, 
however,  on  account  of  the  cheerful  appear- 
ance they  give  to  the  room,  than  for  the  fake 
of  the  warmth  they  communicate,  as  by  the 
ftoves  the  rooms  can  be  heated  to  any  degree. 
Left  any  cold  blafts  fliould  penetrate  from 
without,  they  have  alfo  double  doors,  and  if  the 
houfe  ftands  expoled,  even  double  windows, 
about    fix  inches  apart.     The    windows  are 
made  to  open  lengthwife  in  the  middle,  on 
hinges,  like  folding  doors,  and  where  they 
meet   they  lock  together  in  a  deep  groove  5 
windows  of  this  defcription,  when  clofed,  are 
found  to  keep  out  the  cold  air  much  better 
than  the  common  faflies,  and  in  warm  weather 
they  are  more  agreeable  than  any  other  fort,  as 
they  admit  more  air  when  opened.     Nor  do 
the  inhabitants  fuffer  from  cold  when  they  go 
abroad  j  for  they  never  ftir  out  without  firft 
wrapping  themfelves  up  in  furs  from  head  to 
foot.     Their  caps  entirely  cover  the  ears,  the 
back  of  the  neck,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
face,  leaving  nothing  exppfcd  except  the  eyes 
and  nofe  J  and  their  large  and  thick  cloaks  ef- 
fcdually  fecure  the  bodyj  befides  which  they 
we.ir  fur  gloves,  muffs,  and  fhoej;.    r  v't-^""-^ 
.-?♦**  It 
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It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  well  the  Ca- 
nadian horfes  fupport  the  cold ;  after  ftanding 
for  hours  together  in  the  open  air  at  a  time 
when  fpirits  will  freeze,  they  fet  off  as  alertly 
as  if  it  were  fummer.  The  French  Canadians 
make  no  fcruple  to  leave  their  horfes  ftanding 
at  the  door  of  a  houfe,  without  any  covering, 
in  the  coldeft  weather,  while  they  are  them- 
felves  taking  their  pleafure.  None  of  the 
other  domeftic  animals  are  as  indifferent  to  the 
cold  as  the  horfes.  During  winter  all  the  do- 
meftic  animals,  not  exceptnig  the  poultry,  are 
lodged  together  in  one  large  ftable,  that  they 
may  keep  each  other  warm  ;  but  in  order  to 
avoid  the  expence  of  feeding  many  through 
the  winter,  as  foon  as  the  froft  fets  in  they 
generally  kill  cattle  and  poultry  fufficient  to 
laft  them  till  the  return  of  fpring.  The  car- 
cafes  are  buried  in  the  ground,  and  covered 
with  a  heap  of  fnow,  and  as  they  are  wanted 
they  are  dug  up ;  vegetables  are  laid  up  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  they  continue  very  good 
throughout  the  whole  winter.  The  markets 
in  the  towns  are  always  fupplied  beft  at  this 
feafon,andprovi(ions  are  then  alfo  the  cheapeft; 
for  the  farmers  having  nothing  elfe  to  engage 
them,  and  having  a  quantity  of  meat  on  hand, 
that  is  never  injured  from  being  fent  to  mar- 
ket, flock  to  the  towns  in  their  carioles  in  great 
jiumbers,  and  always  well  fupplied.  ^ 

The 
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"  The  winter  generally  continues  till  the  lat- 
ter end  of  April,  and  fometimes  even  till  May, 
when  a  thaw  comes  on  very  fuddenly.  The 
fnow  foon  difappears;  but  it  is  a  long  time 
before  the  immenle  bodies  of  ice  in  the  rivers 
arc  diflblvcd.  The  fcene  which  prefents  itfelf 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  at  this  feafbn  is  moft 
tremendous.  The  ice  firfl  begins  to  crack 
from  fide  to  fide,  with  a  report  as  loud  as  that 
of  a  cannon.  Afterwards,  as  the  waters  be- 
come fwoUen  by  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  it 
is  broken  into  pieces,  and  hurried  down  the 
llream  with  prodigious  impetuoiityi  but  its 
courfe  is  often  interrupted  by  the  illands 
and  fliallow  places  in  the  river ^  one  large 
piece  is  |.>erhaps  firfl  flopped,  other  pieces 
come  drifting  upon  that,  and  at  length 
prodigious  heaps  are  accumulated,  in  fonie 
places  rifing  feveral  yards  above  the  level  of 
the  water.  Sometimes  thefe  mounds  of  ice  are 
driven  from  the  iflands  or  rocks,  upon  which 
they  have  accumulated,  by  the  wind,  and  are 
floated  down  to  the  fea  in  one  entire  body :  if 
in  going  down  they  happen  to  ftrikc  againft 
any  of  thfe  rocks  along  the  fhore,  the  crafli  is 
horrible :  at  other  times  they  remain  in  the 
fame  fpot  where  they  were  firft  formed,  and 
continue  to  6b(lru<5l  the  navigation  of  the 
rlverfor  weeks  after  every  appearance  of  froft 
is  banilhed  on  iliore;  fo  very  widely  alfo  do 
i>dt  they 
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they  frequently  extend  in  particular  parts  of 
the  river,  and  fo  folid  are  they  at  the  fame 
time,  that  in  croffing  from  fliore  to  fliore,  the 
people,  inftead  of  being  at  the  trouble  of  going 
round  them,  make  diredtly  for  the  ice,  difem-; 
bark  upon  it,   drag  their  bateaux  or  canoes 
acrofs,  and  launch  them  again  on  the  oppolite 
fide.     As  long  as  the  ice  remains  in  the  St. 
Lawrence,  no  ihips  attempt   to  pafs  up  or 
down }  for  one  of  thefe  large  bodies  of  ice  is 
equally  dangerous  with  a  rock,  -j  ,-   j  •//    -3010: 
The  rapid  progrefs  of  vegetation  in  Canada, 
as  loon  as  the  winter  is  over,  is  moll:  afton-i 
iihing.     Spring  has  fcarcely  appeared,  when 
you   find  it  is  fummer.     In  a  few  days  the 
fields   are  clothed  with   the  richeit  verdure, 
and  the  trees  obtain  their  foliage.    The  vari- 
ous productions  of  the  garden  come  in  after 
each  other  in  quick  fuccefiion,  and  the  grain 
iown  in  May  affords  a  rich  harveft  by  the 
Litter  end  of  July.     This  part  of  the  year,  ia 
which   fpring    and    Uimmer  are  fo   happily 
blended  together,  is  delightful  beyond  defcrip* 
tion  ;  nature  then  puts  on  her  gayeft  attire;  at 
the  fame  time  the  heat  is  never  found  op- 
preflive;    it   is   feldoni   that  the   mercury  in 
Fahrenheit's   thermometer    then  rifv^s  above 
84**:  in  July  and  Auguftthc  weather  becomes 
warmer,  and  a  few  days  often  intervene  v^hen 
the  heat  is  overcondng ;  during  thefe  months 
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the  mercury  fometimes  rifes  to  96°.  There 
is  a  great  difference,  however,  in  the  weather 
at  this  feafon  in  different  years:  during  the 
whole  of  the  time  that  I  was  in  the  country,  I 
never  obferved  the  thermometer  higher  than 
88";  for  the  greater  part  of  the  months  of  July 
and  Auguft  it  was  not  higher  than  8o%  and 
for  many  days  together  it  did  not  rife  beyond 
65°,  between  Quebec  and  Montreal. 
*i  The  fall  of  the  year  is  a  moft  agreeable 
feafon  in  Canada,  as  well  as  the  fummer.v 
' "  It  is  obferved,  that  there  is  in  general  a  dif- 
ference of  about  three  weeks  in  the  length  of 
the  winter  at  Montreal  and  at  Quebec,  and  of 
courfe  in  the  other  feafons.  When  green 
peas,  ftrawberries,  &c.  were  entirely  gone  at 
Montreal*  we  met  with  tliem  in  full  feafon  at 
Quebec,  -'^■''  '-'•■  '  ^'^'^  '^  » ui^.a^  }  lyA-' 

'J^A  :->LVi  jMr.C'inh   '..r.{   f?  •;>*•  .5(11  ic>  -U  ■''    '->"♦ 

':oji  luai'fcn  ».M,' tiiiii'>;.'.>(J  t>t  mj^*.  jJ'jW'-.!    -a,-*!    ^ 

'iO-^Q  t*A  .:l  .'L-  ;  ,"ion '•jvv)'4  o(U rntnl  dajijjriii  us 
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Inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada. — Of  the  tenures 
hf  which  Lafids  are  held, — Not  favourable 
'  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Country.^—Some 
■  Obfervations  thereon, — Advantages  of  fettling 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States  compared, — • 
<  Why  Emigrations  to  the  latter  Country  are 
.  more  general, — Defcription  of  a  "Journey  to 
\  Stoneham  Townfiip  near  ^ebec. — Defcription. 
{  of  the  River  St,  Chailes. — Of  Lake  St. 
X    Charles, — Of  Stoneham  Townfiip.   w  ^i\t 
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-ABOUT  five-fixths  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Lower  Canada  are  of  French  extrad:ion, 
the  bulk  of  whom  are  pealants,  living  upon 
the  lands  of  the  feigniors.  Amongll:  the  Eng- 
lidi   inhabitants  devoted   to   agriculture,  but 
few,  however,  are  to  be  found  occupying  land 
under  feigniors,  notwithftanding  that  feveral  of 
the  feigniories  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
l!^ngliflimen ;  the  great  majority  of  them  hold 
the   lands  which   they  cultivate  by  virtue  of 
certificates  from  the  governor,  and  theie  people 
for  the  moft  part  relide  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
the  province,  bordering  upon  tlie  upper  parts 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
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The  fcignioMi  both  French  and  Englifli, 
liver  in  a  plain  iimple  %le:j  ibr  although  the 
feigniocies  in  general  are  extertEvcj  bat  few  of 
thcmaiFord  a  very  large  income  to  the  pro- 
prietory, oik;  d*^K'  .mmijCi  i'.oj  .:i':^u---^*i»  -'  :■.*>..."-, 
;  vTh«  revenues  of  a  feignlory..  ^ife  irom  cer- 
tain fines  called  lods  and  vents,  wliich  are  paid 
by  the  yafi'als  on  the  alienation  of  property, 
as  when  a  farm^  or  any  part  .»£  it,  is  divided 
by  a  vafial,  during  bis  lifetime,  amongft  his 
fons,  or  when  any  other  than,  the  anmediate 
ifliie  of  a  vaffal  fuccecds  to  his  eftate,  &c.  &c. 
The  revenues  arife  alfo  from  certain  fines  paid 
on  the  granting  of  frefli  lands  to  the  vaflals, 
and  from  the  profits  of  the  mills  of  the  feig- 
nior,  to  which  the  vafTals  are  bound  to  fend  all 
their  corn  to  be  ground,     iru.h  if  iV>h' -'  -r'  r 

This  lafl:  obligation  is  fometimes  exti'emely 
iridbme  to  the  vaffal,  when,  foririftance,  on  a 
large  ieigniory  there  is  not  more  than  one 
miX\}  |pr  although  it  fliculd  be  ten  milcsdiftant 
frofX)J^is  iiabitation,  and  he  could  get  his  corn 
groun4:On  better  terms  cloffr  to  his  own  door, 
yet  he^xaftnot  fend  it  to  any  other  mill  than 
that  belonging  to  the  feigmor,  under  a  heavy 

^j^TJic  fatten t  of -feigniofiil  nghtriii  Canada, 
parbeul^y  in  whatijelateaie^tlie  ievying  of 
the  Ms  ^d  y§n^  feem^  to  be  bf  iio  means 
flearW  afccf t£^n«d»>  fo  that  v^cte^the-fergnior 
y^d  t  C  -  happens 
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happens  to  be  a  man  of  a  rapacious  difpofition, 
the  valfal  is  fometimes  compelled  to  pay  fines> 
which,  in  ftri«ft  jultice  perhaps,  ought  not  to 
he  demanded.  In  the  firft  provincial  aflembly 
that  was  called,  this  bufinefs  was  brought  for- 
\vard,  and  the  equity  and  policy  was  ftrongly 
urged  by  fome  of  the  Englifh  members  that 
poffeffed  confiderable  abilities,  of  having  pro* 
per  bounds  fixed  to  the  power  of  the  feigniors, 
and  of  having  all  the  fines  and  fervices  due 
from  their  vaffals,  accurately  afcertained,  and 
made  generally  known  :  but  the  French  mem- 
her&,  a  great  number  of  whom  were  themfelves 
ieigniors,  being  ftrongly  attached  to  old  habits, 
and  thinkhig  that  it  was  conducive  to  their 
intereft,  that  their  authority  fhould  ftill  con- 
tinue undefifted,oppofedth.:  meafure  with  great 
warmth  ;  and  nothing  was  done. 

Nearly  all  thofe  parts  of  Canada  which  were 
inhabited  when  the  country  was  under  French 
government,  as  well  as  the  unoccupied  lands 
granted  to  individuals  during  the  fame  period, 
are  comprized  under  different  feigniories,  and 
thcfe,  with  all  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  thereto 
formerly  pertaining,  were  confirmed  to  the 
proprietaries  by  the  Quebec  bill,  which  began 
to  be  in  force  in  May  1775;  thefe  lands, 
therefore,  are  held  by  unqueftionable  titles. 
All  the  wafte  lands,  however,  of  the  crown, 
that  ha7C  been  allotted  (ince   the   conqueft. 

Vol.   I.  D  d  have 
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have  been  granted  fimply  by  certificates  of  oc- 
cupatioDr  or  licences,  from  the  governor^ giving 
permiffion  to  perfons  vv^ho  appHed  for  thefe 
lands  to  fettle  upon  them,  no  patents,  convey- 
ing a  clear  pofleflion  of  them,  have  ever  been 
made  out  j  it  is  merely  by  courtefy  that  they 
are  held ;  and  if  a  governor  thought  proper  to 
reclaim  them  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  he 
has  only  to  fay  the  word,  and  the  titles  of  the 
occupiers  link  into  air.  Thus  it  is,  that  al- 
though feveral  perfons  have  expended  large 
fums  of  money  in  procuring,  and  afterwards 
improving  townlliips  "*,  none  of  them  are  yet 
enabled  to  fell  a  lingle  acre,  as  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  thefe  expences }  at  lea  ft  no  title  can 
be  given  with  what  is  offered  for  fale,  and  it 
is  not  therefore  to  be  fuppofed,  that  purchafers 
of  fuch  property  will  eafily  be  found.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  the  different  proprietaries  of 
thefe  townlhips  have  been  aflured,  on  the  part 
of  government,  that  patents  fliall  be  granted 
to  every  one  of  them,  and  they  are  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  thefe  will  be  made  out  fome  time 
er  other;  but  they  have  in  vain  waited  for  them 
for  three  years,  and  they  are  anxioufly  waiting 

for  them  ftill  f .    ,,ftu,H/;U  ^ni^^>t^>,:f  . 

.  --  •»   -^f^M    .       .   ,:   Diffcreni 


n^  . 


•  Tra£ls  of  waflc  land,  ufually  ten  milob  (quarc.  .  ^  .1   •  • 
■f-  I  received  a  lottci,  JateJ  c.irly  in  ilie  year  1796,  from  a 
gciulciii.m  in  Can.i'.ln,  who  has  taken  nn  one  of  thcfc  town  • 
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DilTercnt  motives  have  been  affigned  for  this 
condud  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  government. 
In  the  firft  place  it  has  been  alledgcd,  that  the 
titles  are  withheld,  in  order  to  prevent  rp';cu- 
lation  and  land-jobbing  from  rifing  to  the  fame 
height  in  Canada^  as  they  have  done  in  the 
United  States.  .^..f^^-J  ......  ^,, ■:,:.},■„* .  ■Y^.^  .,.. 

.  It  is  a  notorious  fadl,  that  in  the  tJnlted 
States  land-jobbing  has  led  to  a  feries  of  the 
moft  nefarious  pra<5tices,  whereby  numbers 
have  already  fuffered,  and  by  which  ftill  greater 
numbers  muft  fuffer  hereafter.  By  the  ma- 
chinations of  a  few  interefted  individuals,  who 
have  contrived  by  various  methods  to  get  im-r 
menfe  tradts  *  of  walle  land  into  their  poffef- 
fion,  fidtitious  demands  have  been  created  in 
the  market  for  land,  the  price  of  it  has  con- 
fequcntly  been  enhanced  much  beyond  its  in- 

trinlic 

flups,  which  contains  the  following  paragraph:  "  Atprcfent  the 
"  matter  remains  in  an  unfettled  llate,  although  every  ftep  has 
"  been  taken  oa  my  part  to  accelerate  the  completion  of  the 
"  bufinefs.  Mr.  D— — 's  patent,  wliichwas  fenthome  as  3 
'<  model,  is  not  yet  returned.  I  received  a  letter  lately  from 
•»  Mr.  Secretary  R— — ,  in  which  he  informs  mc,   that  Mr. 

"G is  again  returned  to  the  furveyor's  oflicc,  and  he: 

**  afTures  me,  that  in  conjundlion  with  him,  he  will  do  tvziy 
"  thing  in  his  power  10  •xpeditc  my  obtaining  a  patent  The 
"  governor,  he  fays,  means  that  the  land  bufinefii  (houldgo  for- 
"  ward."  '      ^  ■      i 

•  Thert  have  been  mnny  tndanccs  in  the  United  St.ntcs,  of 
a  fingle  indiviJiial's  lioldiiiij  up'.v.uJs  of  three   millioris  of 
neres  at  onetim  *,  and  (oine  fcv  individuals  have  bc^n  known 
to  hoU  even  twice  that  quantity  at  once. 
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trinliG  worth,  and  thefc  perfons  have  then 
taken  the  opportunity  of  felling  what  they  had 
on  hand  at  an  enormous  profit.  The  weahh 
that  has  been  accumulated  by  particular  per- 
fons in  the  United  States,  in  this  manner,  is 
prodigious ;  and  nomberlefs  others,  witnefTcs 
to  their  profperity,  have  been  tempted  to  make 
purchafes  of  lartd,  in  hopes  of  realizing  for- 
tunes in  a  fimilar  way,  by  felling  out  fmall 
portions  at  an  advanced  price.  Thus  it  is  that 
the  nominal  value  of  wafte  land  has  been 
raifed  fo  fuddenly  in  the  United  States ;  for 
large  tradls,  which  ten  years  before  were  felling 
for  a  few  pence  per  acre,  have  fold  in  num- 
berlefs  inftances,  lately,  for  dollars  per  acre,  an 
augmentation  in  price  which  the  increafe  of 
population  alone  would  by  no  means  have 
occafioned.  Eftates,  like  articles  of  merchan* 
dize,  have  pafTcd,  before  they  have  ever  been 
improved,  through  the  hands  of  dozens  of 
people,  who  never  perhaps  were  within  five 
hundred  miles  of  them,  and  the  confumer  or 
farmer,  in  confequence  of  the  profits  laid  on  by 
thcfc  people,  to  whom  they  haVe  feverally  be- 
loHg«)d«  has  had  frequently  to  pay  a  mod  exor- 
bitant price  for  the  little  fpot  which  he  has 

purchalcd    .   j/piu^j.^  .a  ..t  rinoq.is'^.    •■ '*--i  •• 
;  fioij Biiituoi  vi3/<3xo.'  n  JuR  iHM  ftiis,!  iiii  Speculation 

*: -la 'the  )|>e|^iiia{f)|.  i)f  cho  ^?«r  1^96,  thl^  tufHe  ^m 
at  \t%  kightft  pitch,  and  at  this  time  General  Wafhingtnn,.  /o 
tmincntly  dilHnguiihcd  for  hit  prudrncs   and  torefight,  per- 
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Speculation  and  land»jobbing  carried  to  fuch 
a  pitch  cannot  hut  be  deemed  great  evils  in 
the  community;  and  to  prevent  them  f»om  ex- 
tending into  Canada  apper^rs  to  be  an  objedt 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  government ;  but 
it  feems  unneceflary  to  have  recourfe  for  that 
jxirpofe  to  the  very  exceptionable  meafure  of 
withholding  a  good  title  to  all  lands  granted 
by  the  crown,  a  meafure  difabling  the  land- 
holderfrom  taking  the  proper  fteps  to  improve 
liis  eftate,  which  gives  rife  to  diftruft  and  fuf- 
picion,  and  materially  impedes  the  growing 
profperity  of  the  country.  ,  ,  ^ 

It  appears  to  me,  that  land-jobbing  could 
never  arrive  at  fuch  a  height  in  Canada  as  to 
be  produdlive  of  fimilar  evils  to  thofe  already 
fprung  up  from  it  in  the  United  States,  or 
fwnilar  to  thofe  further  ones,  with  which  the 
country  is  threatened,  if  no  mor-e  land  were 
granted  by  the  crown,  to  any  one  individual, 
tJiua  a  to\ynniip  of  tea  thcjufancji  a<5resi  or 

fhould 

C(.'iving  that  l<i.id  had  rifsn  beyo.ij  Us  aAuai  value,  and  per* 
fuaded  tliat  it  could  not  rife  higher  for  fome  years  to  come,  ad- 
veriiled  for  fale  every  acre  of  which  he  was  pofleflcd,  except 
the  farms  of  Mount  Vernon.  The  event  (hewed  how  accurate 
h»s  judgment  was.  In  the  dole  of  the  year,  one  of  the,  great 
land-jobbers,  difappointcd  in  his  calculations,  was  obligi^d  to 
abfcond  ;  the  land  trade  was  (hakcn  to  it»  very  foundation  ; 
bankruptcies  fpread  like  wildfire  from  one  great  city  to  au- 
oiher,  and  men  that  had  begun  to  build  palaces  found  theiD< 
ictvcs  likely  to  have  no  better  habitation  for  a  time  iktn  th« 
^ort;mon  gaol,     ..■:    s-jt-^Siuiq  ni\  :r,l  b>^t;:ti-}i:^ih  ■Un%u,o, 
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ftiouldit  be  thought  that  grants  of  fuch  an  ex- 
tent even  opened  too  wide  a  field  for  fpecu- 
lation,  certain  reftridtions  might  be  laid  upon 
the  grantee ;  he  might  be  bound  to  improve 
his  townlhip  by  a  claufe  in  the  patents  in- 
validating the  fale  of  more  than  a  fourth  or 
iifch  of  it,  unlefs  to  adtual  fettlers,  until  a  cer- 
tain number  of  people  fhould  be  refident 
thereon  *.  Such  a  claufe  would  eiFcd;ually  pre- 
vent the  evil ;  for  it  is  the  granting  of  very 
extenfive  tradts  of  wafte  lands  to  individuals, 
,  without  binding  them  in  any  way  to  improve 
-  them,  which  gives  rife  to  fpecylation  and 
land-jobbing.         ,,,,      ,,  ^  ,.{     ,       » 

By  others  it  is  imagined,  that  the  with- 
holding of  clear  titles  to  the  lands,  is  a  mca- 
fure  adopted  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
,'  venting  a  diminution  of  the  inhabitants  from 
tal<ing  place  by  emigration.  u.      i- 

[(t^Not  only  townfliips  have  been  granted  by 
certificates  of  occupition,  but  alfo  numberlefs 
fmai^  portions  of  land,  from  one  hundred  acres 
iipv;ards,  particularly  in  Upper  Canada,  to 
royaliils  and  others,  who  have  at  different  nc- 
(,  J,  ,u r  , ...  '■<   "         .         ,  ,  nods 

<  The  plan  of  binding  every  perfon  that  ftiould  take  up 
a  townlHip  to  improve  it,  by  providing  a  certain  number  of  fet- 
tler.^,  has  not  wiioUy  elcaped  the  notice  of  govv'^rnment ;  for 
in  the  Uceuceii  of  occupation,  by  which  each  towuHiip  is  allot- 
ted, ic  13  llipuhited,  that  every  perlun  fhall  provide  forty  fettlers 
for  his  tow^nlhip ;  but  ai  no  given  time  is  mentioned  for  the 
''   procuring  of  thcfc  fettlers,  the  Aipulation  becomes  nugatory,    . 
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riods  emigrated  from  the  United  States.  Thefe 
people  have  all  of  them  improved  their  fevcral 
allotments.  By  withholding  any  better  title, 
therefore,  than  that  of  a  certificate,  they  are 
comnletelv  tied  down  to  their  farms,  imlcfs. 
indeed,  they  think  proper  to  abandon  them, 
together  with  the  fruits  of  many  years  labour, 
without  receiving  any  compenfution  whatfo- 
?ver  for  fo  doing.  -  .     i   .  , 

It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  thefe  peo- 
ple, if  they  had  a  clear  title  to  their  lands, 
would  return  back  to  the  United  States  j  the 
royalilh,  who  were  driven  out  of  the  country 
by  the  ill  treatment  of  the  other  inhabitants, 
certainly  would  not ;  nor  would  the  otheis, 
who  have  voluntarily  quitted  the  country,  re- 
turn, whilft  felf-intercll,  which  led  them  ori- 
ginally to  come  into  Canada,  operated  in  favour 
of  their  remaining  there.  It  was  the  profped 
of  getting  land  oa  advantageous  terms,  wliich 
iniluced  them  to  cmignue  ;  land  is  ftill  a 
cheaper  article  in  Cnnnda  than  in  the  United 
States ;  and  as  there  is  much  more  wafle  land 
in  the  former,  than  in  the  latter  country,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants, 
it  will  probably  continue  fo  for  a  length  of  time 
to  come.  In  the  United  State?,  at  prefent,  it 
is  impf)irible  to  get  land  without  p lying  for  it; 
and  in  parts  ul  the  country  where  the  foil  is 
rich,  and  v/here  (omc  fettlemcnts.  are  already 
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made,  a  trg<fl  of  knd»  fufli^^ivj;-  fca  irodcrv 
rate  farm,  is  jfcarceJy ;  to .  be  i  p?i<i>6u?e4  under 
hundreds  of  dolLirs,  In  Canftt|^i»  hejvcver,  a 
man  has  only  to  make  applicatij^,  u.  govern-^ 
ment,  and  on  his  taking  the- oath .,Qf^llj?giancc,r' 
he  immediately  gets  one  hundred.acres  of  ex- 
cellent uncleared  land,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  other  fcttlements,  gratis ;  and  if  able^lQ  im- 
prove it  diredlly,  he  can  get  even  a  larger, 
quantity.  But  it  is  a  fadl  wojrthy^  of^  notice, 
which  banifhes  every  fufpicioi),  rejaitive  to  a 
diminution  of  the  inhabitants  taking  place  by 
emigratiohs  into  the  States,  tha^  great  num- 
bers of  people  from  the  States  actually  emigrate 
into  Canada  annually,  wlijUl:  j^oae  of  the  Ca-. 
iiadians,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  property,  emigrate  into,  th^  United 
States,  except,  iydeed,  a  very  fsW':.<>f  thofd 
who  have  relided  in  the  townSv^  .vit'*--  •:» 
According  to  the  opinion  of  others,  again, 
it  is  not  for  either  of  the  purpofes  already  men- 
tioned, that  clear  titles  are  withheld  to  the 
lands  granted  by  the  crown,  but  for  that  of 
binding  down  to  their  good  behaviour  the  pco-« 
pie  of  each  province,  more  particularly  the 
Americans  that  have  emigrated  from  the  States 
lately,  who  are  regarded  by  many  with  an  eye 
cf  fufpicion,  notwithftanding  they  have  taken 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  crown.  It  is 
very  unfair^  however,  to  iiTiaginc  that  thefe 
.    ■   '  people 
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people  would-  be  ready  to  rcJVolt  a  fetbnd  tjme 
from  Great  Britain,  if  they  were  Jtnade  ftill 
more  independent  than  they  are  now,  merely 
hecaufe  they  did  fa  on  a  former  cccafion,  when 
their  liberties  and  rights,  as  men  and  as  fuhjeds 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  were  fo  fhamefuUy  difre- 
garded  ;   on  the  contrary,  were  clear  titles 
granted  \7ith  the  lands  bcftowed  by  the  crown 
on  them,  and  the  other  fubje<fts  of  the  pro- 
vince, inftcad  of  giving   rife  to  difafFedtion, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  think  it  would  make 
them  ftill  more  loyal,  ^nd  more  attached  to  the 
$riti(h  government,  as  no  invidious  djftinc- 
tions  could  then  be  drawn  between  the  con- 
dition of  the  landholders  in  the  States  and 
thofe  in  Canada.     The  material  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  people  would  then  be  full  as  ex- 
tenlive  in  the  one  country  as  in  the  other  ;  and 
as  no  pofitive  advantage  could  be  gained  by  a 
revolt,  it  is  npt  likely  that  Americans,  of  all 
people  in  the  world  the  moft  devoted  to  felf- 
intereft,  would  expofc  their  perfons  and  pro- 
perties In  fuch  an  attempt.  -  .       ., 
If,  however,  the  Americans  from  the  S^tates 
rje  people  that  would  abufe  fuch  favours  from 
the  crown,  why  were  they  admitted  into  the 
province  at  all  ?  The  government  might  eafily 
have  kept  them  cut,  by  refufmg  to  them  any 
grants  of  lands;  but  at  any  rate,  were  it  thought 
expedient  to  admit  them,  and  were  fuch  mea- 
^'■^'^1  lures 
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lures  neceflary  to  keep  them  in  due  fubjedtion, 
it  fccms  hard  that  the  lame  mealiires  {hould 
be  adopted  in  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province,  who  fcood  firm  to  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment, even  at  ihs  time  when  the  people 
in  every  other  part  of  the  continent  revolted. 

For  whatever  reafon  this  fyftem,  of  not 
granting  unexceptionable  titles  v;ith  the  land, 
which  the  crown  voluntarily  beftows  on  its 
faithful  fubjedls,  has  been  adopted,  one  thing 
appears  evident,  namely,  that  it  hjis  very  con- 
fiderably  retarded  the  improvement  of  both 
the  provinces ;  and  indeed,  as  long  as  it  is 
continued,  they  mufl  both  remain  very  back- 
ward countries,  compared  with  any  of  the  ad- 
joining ftates.  Were  an  oppofite  fyftem,  how- 
ever, purfued,  and  the  lands  granted  merely 
with  luch  reftridlions  as  were  found  abfo- 
iutely  neceflary,  in  order  to  prevent  jobbing, 
the  happy  efFeds  of  a  meafure  of  that  nature 
would  foon  become  vifiblc ;  the  face  of  the 
country  would  be  quickly  meliorated,  and  it  U 
probable  that  there  would  not  be  any  part  of 
North  America,  where  they  would,  after  a  fhort 
,  period,  be  able  to  boaft  that  improvement  had 
taken  place  more  rapidly.     "   ',"    .',^ 

Itis  very  certain,  that  were  the  lands  granted 
in  this  manner,  many  more  people  would  an- 
nually emigrate  into  Canada  from  the  United 
States  than  at  prefent ;  for  there  are  numbers 
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who  come  yearly  into  the  country  to  **  explore, 
it,"  that  return  back  folely  bccaufe  they  can- 
not get  lands  with  an  indifputable  title.  I  have 
repeatedly  met  with  thefe  people  myfelf  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  have  heard  them  exprefs 
the  utmoft  difappointment  at  not  being  able 
to  get  lands  on  fuch  terms  even  for  money ; 
I  have  heard  others  in  the  States  alfo  fpeak  to 
the  fame  purport  after  they  had  been  in  Ca-» 
nada.  It  is  highly  probable,  moreover,  that 
many  of  the  people,  who  leave  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  for  America,  would  then  be  in- 
duced to  fettle  in  Canada  inilead  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Britifli  empire  would  not,  in 
that  cafe,  lofe,  as  it  does  now,  thoufands  of 
valuable  citizens  every  year. 

What  are  the  general  inducements,  may 
here  beafked,  to  people  to  quit  Great  Britain 
for  the  United  States  ?  They  have  been  fum- 
med  up  by  Mr.  Cooper  *,  in  his  letters  pub- 
liflied  in  1794,  on  the  fubjedt  of  emigrating 
to  America;  and  we  cannot  have  recourfe,  on 
the  whole,  to  better  authority.         •"  •—  -f 

'*  In  my  mind,"  he  fays,  **  the  firfl:  and  prin- 

**  cipal  inducement  to  a  perfon  to  quit  Eng- 

"  land  for  America  is,  the  total  ahfmce  of  anx^ 

•    ',     '  **  tety 

*  Mr.  Cooper,  late  of  Mancheftcr,  who  emigrated  to  Ame- 
rica with  all  his  family,  and  whofe  authority  has  been  very  ge- 
nerally quoted  by  the  Americans  who  have  fince  written  on  the 
i'ubjeft  ot  emigration. 
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*^  /V/y  refpediing  the  future  fuccefs  of  (f.  family, 
"  There  is  little  fault  to  find  with  the  govern- 
'*  ment  of  America,  that  is,  of  the  United 
"  States,  either  in  principle  or  pra<fticQ.  There 
**  are  few  taxes  to  pay,  and  thofe  are  of  ac- 
"  knowledged  neceffity,  and  moderate  in 
**  amount.  There  are  no  animofities  about  re- 
**  ligion,  and  it  is  a  fubjcd:  about  which  few 
**  queftions  areafked ;  there  are  few  refpeifting 
**  political  men  or  political  meafures  jthepre- 
**  fent  irritation  ol  men's  minds  in  Great  Brir 
*^  tain,  and  the  difcordant  Hate  of  fociety  on 
**  political  accounts,  is  not  known  tb-Te. 
The  government,  is  the  government  <  the 
people,  and  for  the  people.,  7'here  are  np 
"  tythes,  nor  game  laws ;  and  excife  laws,  upon 
"  fpirits  only,  and  fimilar  to  the  Britilh  only  in 
**  name.  There  are  no  great  men  of  rank,  nor 
**  many  of  great  riches  j  nor  have  the  rich  the 
**  po\Rrer  of  oppreffing  the  lefs  rich,  for  poverty 
**  is  almoft  unknown ;  nor  are  the  flreets 
crowded  with  beggars.  You  fee  no  where 
the  difguftlng  and  melancholy  contraft,  fo 
*'  common,  in  Europe,  of  vice  and  filth,  and 
rags  ^id  yretchednels,  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  qf  the  moft  wanton  eictrava^ 
gance,  and  the  mofl  ufelefs  and  luxurious  pa- 
*'  rade  j.  nor  are  the  common  people  io  de^ 
"  praved.  ?,s  in  Crre^t  Britain.  ^  Quarrels  are 
^*  uncommon,  apd  boxing  matches  unknown 
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in  the  flreets.  There  are  no  military  to 
**  keep  the  people  In  awe.  Robberies  are  very 
**  rare.  All  thefe  are  real  advantages  ;  but 
"  great  as  they  are,  they  do  not  weigh  with 
**  me  fo  much  as  the  iingle  conlideration  firft 
"  mentioned."  ^ 

Any  perfon  that  has  travelled  generally 
through  the  United  States  muft  acknowledge, 
that  Mr.  CocJper  has  here  fpoken  with  great 
partiality ;  for  as  to  the  morality  and  good 
order  that  prevails  amongft  the  people,  he  has 
applied  to  all  of  them  what  only  holds  true 
with  refpedl  to  thofe  who  live  in  the  moft  im* 
proved  parts  of  the  country.  ^^; 

He  is  extremely  inaccurate  alfb,  in  reprc'- 
fenting  the  people  of  the  States  as  free  from 
all  animofities  about  political  meafures ;  on 
the  contrary,  there  is  no  country  pti  the  hc<t. 
of  the  globe,  perhaps,  where  party  ipirit  runs 
higher,  where  political  fubjedls  are  more  fre- 
quently the  topic  of  converfation  amongft  hU 
clafTes,  and  where  fuch  fubjedls  are  more  fre- 
quently the  caufe  of  rancorous  difpiitatipns  and 
lading  differences  amongft  the^  people.  I  have 
repeatedly  been  in  towns  where  onehalf  of  the 
inhabitants  would  fcarcely  deign  to  fpeak  to 
the  other  half,  on  account  of  the  difference  of 
their  political  opinions ;  and  it  k  fcarcely  pof- 
fible,  in  any  part  of  the  country,  to  remain  for 
a  few  hours  in  a  mixed  company  of  rtien,  witK- 
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out  witne fling  fome  acrimoniaus  difpute  from 

the  fame  caufe.    •.»jMjh.t>.  ztib  tAn:  .i:ui:i6^H-ui  *.; 

Let  us,  however,  compafe  the  inducements 
which  he  holds  out  to  people  in  England  to 
leave  that  country  for  Amer'ca,  that  is,  for  the 
United  Siftes,  with  the  inducements  there 
would  be  to  fettle  in  Canada,  under  the  pre- 
mifed  fuppolition,  that  the  land  was  there 
.granted  in  an  unexceptionable  mann€r*^^Yi?-ii-v- 

From  the  land  being  plentiful  in  Canada* 
and  confcquently  at  a  very  low  price,  but  likely 
to  increafe  in  value ;  whilll  in  the  States,  on 
the  contrary,  it  has  rifen  to  an  exorbitant  value, 
beyond  which  it  is  not  likely  to  rife  for  fome 
time  to  come ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
a  man  of  moderate  property  could  provide  for 
his  family  with  much  more  eafe  in  Canada 
than  in  the  United  States,  as  far  as  land  were 
his  objed. 

In  Ganada>  alfo,  there  is  a  much  greater 
opening  for  young  men  acquainted  with  any 
bulinefs  or  profeflion  that  can  be  carried  on  in 
America,  than  there  is  in  the  United  States* 
The  expence  of  fettling  in  Canada  would  be 
far  Icfs  alfo  than  in  any  one  of  the  States ;  for 
in  the  former  country  the  necelTaries  and  con-, 
venienciesof  life  are  remarkably  cheap^  whihl, 
on  the  contrary,  in  the  other  they  are  far  dearer 
than  in  England  ;  a  man  therefore  would  cer- 
tainly have  no  greater  anxiety  about  the  future 
''''\mi'^  iliccefs 
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fuccefs  of  a  fjimily  in  Canada  than  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  ablcnce  of  this  anxiety, 
according  to  Mr.  Cooper,  is  the  great  induce-' 
ment  to  fettle  in  the  States,  which  iceighs  with 
him  more  than  all  other  conjiderations  put  to^ 

Sether%    ■••»'-^'''''--"v*>c.j      .,'....-j     *\j;-      ,r,i.    v     ;»j,;;iii«. 


The  taxes  of  Lower  Canada  have  already 
been  enumerated  ;  they  are  of  acknowledged 
neceffitv,  and  much  lower  in  amount  and  num- 
ber  than  thofe  paid  in  the  States,     i'  niOvi  , 

There  are  no  animolities  in  Canada  about 
religion,  and  people  of  all  perfualions  are  on  a 
perfed:  equality  with  each  other,  except,  in- 
deed, it  be  the  proteftant  diffenters,  who  ma^ 
happen  to  live  on  lands  that  were  fubjedl  to 
tithes  under  the  French  government;  they 
have  to  pay  tithe^>  to  the  Englifh  epifcopalian 
clergy ;  but  there  is  not  a  diflenter  living  on 
tithe  lands,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  province. 
The  lands  granted  fince  the  conqueft  are  not 
liable  to  titheV.  The  Englifli  epifcopalian 
clergy  are  provided  for  by  the  crown  out  of  the 
wafte  landsj  and  all  diffenters  have  fimply  to 
pay  their  own  clergy.    *  .-.ri^i  xa  •.;j;i:jqxu  :.vi , 

There  arc  no  game  laws  in  Canada^  nor  any 
cxcife  laws  whatfoever.   ,  Uiit/M:-'  linnui  i/Ui  ; 

As  for  the  obfervation  made  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
in  refpe£l:  to  the  military,  it  is  almoft  too  futile 
to  deferve'  notice.  If  a  foldier,  howiever,  be 
an  object  of  tcrfori  the  timid  man  will  not  find 
.*WV^w  himfslf 
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himfelf  at  cafe  in  the  United  States  any  mord 
ihan  in  England^  as  he  will  meet  with  foldierc 
in  New  York,  on  Governor's  IfUiid,  at  Mifflin 
Fort  near  Philadtlphia,  at  die  forts  on  the 
North  River,  at  Niagafaj  at  Detroit,  and  at 
Ofvvego,  &c.  on  the  lakes,  and  all  through  the 
weftern  country,  at  the  different  pofts  which 
were  eftablifhed  by  General  Wayne.  ''^*" 
- '  In  every  other  refpedl,  what  Mr.  Coopet 
has  faid  of  the  United  States  holds  good  with 
regard  to  Canada  j  nay  more,  it  muft  certainly 
in  addition  be  allowed  by  every  Unprejudiced 
perfon  that  has  been  in  both  countries,  that 
tnorality  and  good  order  are  much  more  con  - 
fpicuous  amongfl  the  Canadians  of  every  de- 
•fcription,  than  the  people  of  the  States ; 
drunkenncfs  is  undoubtedly  much  lefs  com- 
mon aniongft  them,  as  is  gambling>  and  alio 
quarrels* 

But  independent  of  thefj  inducements  to 
fettle  in  Canada,  there  is  ftill  another  circum- 
ilance,  which  ought  to  weigh  greatly  with 
every  Britiili  emigrant,  according  to  the  opi- 
nion even  of  Mr.  Cooper  himfclf.  After  ad* 
vifing  his  friends  "  to  go  where  land  is  cheap 
"  »nd  fertile,  and  Vvherc  it  is  in  a  progrefs  of 
**  iitrprovemcnt,"  he  recommends  them  "  to 
*'  go  fome where,  if  pofiiblc,/w  thi  neighbourhood 
**  of  a  ft<w  EngHjhf  whofe  fociety,  even  in 

Atncricaj,  is  ii4ercflin|^  to  an  EngliHi  iti- 
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**  tier,  who  cannot  entirely  rclinquifh  the  me^ 
"**  moria  temporis  aSii  i*  that  is,  as  he  parti- 
cularly mentions  in  another  palTage,  "  he 
**  will  find  their  manners  and  converfation  far 
**  more  agreeable  than  th&fe  of  the  American?,'* 
and  from  being  chiefly  in  their  company,  he 
will  not  be  fo  often  tormented  with  the  pain- 
ful reflection,  that  he  has  not  only  left,  but 
ahfolutely  renounced  his  native  country,  and 
the  men  whom  he  once  held  dear  above  all 
others,  and  united  himfelf,  in  their  (lead,  with 
people  whofe  vain  boafts  and  ignorant  aficr- 
tions,  however  harfh  and  grating  they  may 
found  to  his  ears,  he  muft  lifl:en  to  without 
murmuring.  ^..*.  .#     .^   .•»>*.2'«    -•       • 

Now  in  Canada*  particularly  in  Lower  Ca- 
nada, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  an  Englifh  fettler  would  And  him- 
felf furrounded  by  his  countrymen ,  and  al- 
though his  moderate  circumrtances  lliould 
have  induced  him  to  leave  England,  yet  he 
would  not  be  troubled  with  the  difj^recable 
refledtlon  that  he  had  totally  renounced  his 
native  land,  and  fwore  allcc^iancc  to  a  fr)reien 
power;  he  would  be  able  to  confider  with 
heartfelt  fatisfacilion,  that  he  was  living  under 
the  piotedion  of  the  country  wherein  lie  had 
drawn  his  firft  breath;  that  he  was  contribut- 
ing to  her  profpcrity,  and  the  welfare  of  many 
of  his  countrymen,  while  he  was  ameliorating 
his  own  fortune. 

Vol.  I.  r:  c  Frcni 
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From  a  due  confideration  of  every  one  of 
the  before  mentioned  circuniflancesi,  it  ap- 
pears evident  to  me,  that  there  is  no  part  of 
America  fo  fuitable  to  an  Engiidi  or  Iriili  fet- 
tler,  as  the  vicinity  of  Montreal  or  Quebec  in 
Canada ;  and  within  twenty  miles  of  each  of 
thefc  places  there  is  ample  room  for  thou- 
furds  of  additional  inhabitants.  ,,..,  ,„^„.-;,  :^_ 
lyi  1  mnft  not  omit  here  to  give  fome  account 
of  a  new  fcttlement  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quebec,  wliich  I  and  my  fellow  travellers 
vilited,  in  company  with  fome  neighbouring 
gentlemen,  as  it  n.ay  in  fome  degree  tend  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  what  I  have  faid  refpe(5t- 
ing  the  impolicy  of  withliolding  indifputablc 
titles  to  the  lands  lately  granted  by  the  crown, 
and  as  it  may  ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  fliew 
how  many  eligible  fpots  for  new  fettlements, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city. 

We  fct  off  from  Quebec  in  calafhes,  and 
followiug,  with  a  little  deviation  only,  the 
courfe  of  the  River  St.  Charles,  arrived  on 
the  Margin  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name, 
aboL.t  twelve  miles  dillant  from  Quebec. 

The  River  St.  Charles  flows  from  the  lake 
into  the  balon,  near  Quebec ;  at  its  mouth  it 
is  about  ihh-:y  y  ir-ds  wije,  but  not  navigable 
for  b^>;>ts,  except  ibr  a  fe\/  n)iles  up,  owing  to 
the  numeroub  rocks  and  fills.  In  the  Iprini^ 
8  of 
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of  the  year,  v^^hen  it  is  much  fwollen  by  floods, 
rafts  have  been  condadted  down  the  whole 
way  from  the  lake,  but  this  has  not  been  ac- 
complished without  great  difficulty,  Ibme 
danger,  and  a  confiderable  lofs  of  time  in  paf- 
fing  the  different  port.iges.  The  diftance 
from  the  lake  to  Quebec  being  fo  (liort,  land 
carriage  mufl  always  be  preferred  to  a  water 
conveyance  alc'ng  this  river,  except  it  be  for 
timber.  ■'-''    -•     *  •■  '■  '"    '    ■••■.'>■' 

The  courfe  of  the  St.  Charles  is  very  irre- 
gular; in  fome  placets  it  appears  almoft  ftag-- 
nant,  whilft  in  others  it  flioots  with  wonder- 
ful impetuofity  over  deep  beds  of  rocks. 
The  views  upon  it  are  very  romantic,  parti- 
cularly in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lorette,  a 
village  of  the  Huron  Indians,  where  the  river, 
after  falling  in  a  beautiful  cafcade  over  a  Icdp-e 
of  rocks,  winds  througli  a  deep  dell,  fliaded 
on  each  fide  with  t  ill  trees. 

The  face  of  the  countr}'  between  Quebec 
and  the  lake  is  extremely  pleafing,  and  in  tlie 
ncicchbourhood  of  the  city,  where  tlie  fettle- 
ments  are  numerous,  well  cultivated;  but  as 
you  retire  from  it,  the  fctilenicnts  become 
fewer  and  fewer,  and  the  country  of  courfe 
appears  v/ilder.  From  the  top  of  a  hill,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  lake,  which  commands 
a  fine  view  of  that  and  the  adjacent  coun'ry, 
not  more  than  five  or  fix  houfes  arc  to  be 
'-       '•■  E  c  2  iecn 
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feen,  and  beyond  thefe,  there  is  no  fettlement 
beiide  that  on  Stoneham  townfliip,  the  one 
under  immediate  notice.  '  :'^,  ,  ;>>,^v^^  {\,,. 
On  arriving  at  the  lake,  we  found  two 
canoes  in  waiting  for  us,  and  we  embarked  on 
board  them.  •■    u^v       ,;v; 

Lake  St.  Charles  is  about  four  miles  and  a 
half  in  length,  and  its  breadth  on  an  average 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile.     It  confifts  of 
two  bodies  of  water  nearly  of  the  fame  fize  ; 
they  communicate  together  by  a  narrow  pafs, 
through  which  a  fmart  current  fets  towards,  ^ 
Quebec.     The  fcenery  along  the  lower  part 
of  the  lake  is  uninterefting,  but  along  the 
upper  part  of  it,  the  views  are  highly  pidu- 
refquc,    particularly   upon    a  firft    entrance, 
through  the  pafs.     The  lake  is  here  inter- 
fperfed  with  large  rocks  j   and  clofe  to  the. 
water  on  one  fide,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
rocks  and   trees  appear  blended  together  in 
the  moft  beautiful  manner.     The   fliores  are 
bold  and   richly   ornamented   with    hanging 
woods ;  and  the  head  of  the  lake  being  con- 
cealed froin  the  view  by  feveral  little  promon- 
tories, you  are  led  to  imagine  that  the  body  of 
water  is  fir  more  ex  ten  five   than  in  reality. 
Towards   the  upper  end,  the  view  is  termi- 
nated by  a  range  cf  blue  hills,  which  appear 
at  a  dillance,  peeping  over  the  tops  of  the  tall 
ticts.     When  a  few  fcttlemcnts  come  to  be 
'-«  •«"  t  '  "  '■  "  ■     made 
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made  here,  open  to  the  lake,  for  the  land  bor- 
dering upon  it  is  quite  in  its  natural  ftate,  this 
muft  indeed  be  a  heavenly  little  fpot. 

The  depth  of  the  water  in  the  lake  is  about 
eight  feet,  in  fome  places  more,  in  others 
lefs.  The  water  is  clear,  and  as  feveral  fmall 
llreams  fall  into  it,  to  fupply  what  runs  off 
by  the  River  St.  Charles,  it  is  kept  conilantly 
in  a  ftate  of  circulation ;  but  it  is  not  well 
tarted,  owing,  as  is  conceived,  to  the  bottom 
being  in  fome  parts  overgrown  with  weeds. 
Prodigious  numbers  of  bull  frogs,  however, 
are  found  about  the  fhores,  v/hich  (hews  that 
fprings  of  good  water  abound  near  it,  for  thefe 
creatures  are  never  met  v/ith  but  where  the 
water  is  of  a  good  quality.  •    •t''  •    ■     ' 

At  the  uppf^r  part  of  the  lake  we  landed, 
and  having  proceeded  for  about  half  a  mile 
over  fome  low  ground  bare  of  trees,  from 
being  annually  flooded  on  the  diffolution  of 
the  fnow,  we  (truck  into  the  woods.  Here  a 
road  newly  cut  foon  attracted  our  attention, 
and  following  the  coiirfe  of  it  for  a  mile  or 
two,  we  at  lall  efpied,  through  a  fuddcn  open- 
ing between  the  trees.,  the  charming  little  fct- 
tlement. 

The  dwelling  houfe,  a  neat  boarded  little 
manfion  painted  white,  together  with  the  of- 
fices, were  fituated  on  a  I'mall  eminence;  to 
the  right,  at  the  bottcin  of  the  Hope,  iloo.l  the 

barn. 
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barn,  the  largcft  in  all  Canada,  with  a  farm 
yard  exadtly  in  tiie  Eugliili  ilyle  j  behind  the 
birn  was  laid  out  a  neat  garden,  at  the  bottom 
of  which,  over  a  bed  of  gravel,  ran  a  purling 
ftream  of  the  purefl  water,  deep  enough,  ex- 
cept in  a   very  dry  feafon,  to    floit  a  large 
canoe.     A  fmall  lawn  laid  down  in  grafs  ap- 
peared in  front  of  the  houfe,  ornamented  with 
clumps  of  pines,  and  in  its  neighbourhood  were 
about  fixty  acres  of  cleared  land.     The  com- 
mon mechod  of  clearing  land  in  America  is 
to  grub  up  all  the  bruihwood  and  fmall  trees 
merely,  and  to  cut  down  the  large  trees  about 
two  feet  above  the  ground;    the   remaining 
flumps  rot  in  from  fix  to  ten  years,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  timber;  in  the  mean  time 
the   farmer  ploughs  between  them  the   bell 
way  he  can,  and  where  they  are  very  numer- 
ous, he  is  lometimes  obliged  to  ufe  even  the 
fpade  or  the  hoe  to  turn  up  the  foil.     The 
lands,  however,  at  this  fettlemcnt  had  been 
cleared  in  a  different  manner,  for  the  trees  and 
roots  had  all  been  grubbed  up  at  once.     This 
mode  of  proceeding   is  extremely  expenfive, 
fo  that  few  of  thofe  deilined  to  make  new  fet- 
tlemcnts  could  afford  to  adopt  it ;  and,  more- 
over, it  has  not  been  accurately  proved   that 
ii  is  the  moil  profiuiblc  one;  but  the  ap;)- :;- 
ance  of  land^;  lb  cleared  is  greatly  fuperior  to 
thole  cleaied  in  the  common  method. 

In 
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lands  at  thi 


In  another  refped  alfo  t 
tlement  had  been  cleared  in  a  fuperior  manner 
to  what  ''S  commonly  to  be  met  with  in  Ame- 
rica; for  large  clumps  of  trees  were  left  ad- 
joiniiig  to  the  houfe,  and  each  field  was  en- 
circled with  wood,  whereby  tine  crops  were 
fecured  from  the  bad  efFcds  of  florms.  The 
appearance  of  cultivated  fields  thus  fituated,  as 
it  were,  in  the  midft  of  a  forefi:,  was  incou- 
celvably  beautiful. 

The  economy  of  this  little  farm  equalled 
its  beauty.  The  fields,  neatly  fenced  in  and 
furnilhed  with  handfome  gates,  were  cultivated 
according  to  the  Norfolk  lyitemof  hutlmndry, 
and  had  been  brought-  to  yield  the  moil  plenti- 
ful crops  of  every  different  fort  of  grain ;  the 
farm  yard  was  filled  with  as  fine  cattle  as  could 
be  feen  in  any  country;  and  the  dairy  afforded 
excellent  butter,  and  abundance  of  good 
cheele.         -■-•-'-  -^  ^  ^    ■   -■  <  j 

Befides  the  dwelling-houfe  before  mention- 
ed, there  were  feveral  log-houles  on  different 
parts  of  this  farm,  inhabitec^  by  the  people 
who  were  eny^ai'cd  in  clearinii;  tlic  land.  All 
thefe  appeared  delighted  with  thefituation; 
nor  were  fuch  of  them  as  had  come  a  fhort 
time  before  from  Englantl,  at  ail  (iiipleafed 
with  the  climate;  they  informed  UiC,  tliat  thcv 
had  enjoyed  perfed  heallh  from  the  rnoincnt 
of  their  landing,  ai2d  found  no  inconvenici-.cc 

fi'cini 
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frod  the  intenfe  cold  of  the  winter  fcafoni 
which  appears  fuch  an  infuperable  objedion 
to  many  againfl:  fettling  in  Canada. 

This  .  fettlement,  together  with  the  town- 
-fhip  it  i^  fituated  upop,  are  the  property  of  a 
'  clcr^maii  formerly  refident  at  Quebec.     The 
•  townlliip   is   ten   miles  fquare,  commencing 
'  where  the  mod  remote  of  the  old  feigniories 
end,  that  is,  w'ithin  eighteen  miles  of  the  city 
of  Quebec ;    but  though    within  this    ftiort 
•diftance  of  a  large  city,  it  was  almoft  totally 
-unknown  until  about  five  or  fix  years  ago, 
when  the  prefent  proprietor,  with  a  party  of 
Indians  and  a  few  friends,  fet  out  himfclf  to 
examine  the  quality  of  the  lands.  They  proved 
to  be  rich  j  the  timber  was  luxuriant ;  the  face 
of  the  country  agreeably  diverfified  with  hill 
and  dale,  interfperfed  with  beautiful  lakes,  and 
interfeded  by  rivers  and  mill  ftreams  in  every 
diredion.  Situated  alfo  within  lix  miles  of  old 
fettlements,  through  which  there  were  efta- 
bliflied  roads,  being  convenient  to  a  market  at 
the  capital  of  Canada,  and  within  the  reach  of 
fociety  at  lead  as  agreeable,  if  not  more  fo, 
than  is  to  be  found  in  all  America,  nothing 
feemed  wanting  to  render  it  an  eligible  fpot  for 
a  new  fettlement ;  accordingly  the  proprietor 
made  application  to  government;  the  land  was 
furveyed,  the  town{hip  marked  out,  and  it  was 

v/   ^;     -^^^iilv'P'i      allotted 
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allotted  to  him  merely,  hdwever,  by  a  certifi- 
cate of  occupation.  ,  , 

Several  other  gentlemen,  charmed  with  the 
excellent  quality  and  beautiful  difpofition  of 
the  lands  in  this  part  of  the  country,  have 
taken  up  adjoining  townships  ;  but  at  none  of 
them  have  any  fettlements  been  made,  nor  is 
it  probable  that  any  will  be,  until  the  proprie- 
taries get  better  titles  :  indeed,  it  has  excited 
the  furprife  of  a  numerous  fet  of  people  in  the 
province,  to  fee  even  the  little  fettlement  I 
have  fpoken  of,  eflabliihed  on  land  held  under 
fuch  a  tenure. 

That  unexceptionable  titles  may  be  fpeedily 
made  out  to  thefe  lands,  is  fincerely  to  be 
hoped  5  for  may  we  not,  whenever  that  mea  - 
fure  (hall  take  place,  expert  to  fee  thefe 
beautiful  provinces,  that  have  fo  long  remain- 
ed almoft  unknown,  riiing  into  general  no- 
tic  v.  ?  May  we  not  then  exped^  to  behold  them 
increaiing  rapidly  in  population,  and  making 
hafly  ftrides  towards  the  attainment  of  that 
degree  of  profperity  and  confequence,  which 
their  foil,  climate,  and  many  other  natural  ad- 
vantages, have  fo  eminently  qualified  them  for 
enjoying?  And  furcly  the  empire  at  large 
would  be  greatly  benefited  by  fuch  a  change 
in  the  ilate  of  Canada ;  for  as  the  country  in- 
creafed  in  population,   it  would  incrcafe  in 
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riches,  and  there  would  then  be  a  proportion- 
able greater  demand  for  Englifh  manufac^ 
tures  5  a  ftill  greater  trade  would  alio  be  car- 
ried on  then  between  Canada  and  the  Weil 
Indies  than  at  prefent,  to  the  great  advantage 
of  both  countries  * ;  a  circiiinftance  that 
would  give  employment  to  a  greater  number 
of  Britifli  fhips :  as  Canada  alfo  increafed  in 
wealth,  it  would  be  enabled  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  its  own  government,  which  at  pre- 
fent falls  fo  heavily  upon  the  people  of  Great 
Britain :  neither  is  there  realbn  to  imagine 
that  Canada,  if  allowed  to  attain  fucja  a  ftate 
of  profperity,  would  be  ready  to  difunite  her- 
felf  frbnii  Great  Britain,  fuppoling  that  Great 
'Britain  fhould  remain  as  powerful  sls  at  pre- 
fent, and  that  Canada  continued  to  be  go- 
verned with  mildnefs  and  wifdom;  for  Ihe 
need  but  turn  towards  the  tJnited  States,  to  be 
convinced  that  the  great  mafs  of  her  people 
were  in  the  poifeflion  of  as  much  happinefs 
.  ,!v  :;      1  ,.  ,    :-  ^T.      •  t  .-■    and 

*  All  thofe  articles  of  American  produce  in  demand  In  the 
Weft  Indies  may  be  had  on  much  better  terms  in  Canada  than 
in  the  United  States ;  and  if  the  Canadian  merchants  had 
fufficient  capitals  to  enable  them  to  trade  thither  largely,  there 
can  hardly  be  a  doubt  but  that  the  peoole  of  the  Britilh  Weft 
Indian  iiles  would  draw  their  fupplies  f  rem  Canada  rather  than 
from  any  other  part  of  America.  1  he  rcw  cargoes  at  prefent 
fent  from  Quebec,  always  command  a  preference  in  the  Weft 
Indian  markets  over  thofe  fent  from  any  part  of  the  United 
States. 
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and  liberty  as  thofc  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try; and  that  whatever  Ihe  might  lole  by 
expofing  herfelf  to  the  horrors  of  a  fanguinary 
war,  fhe  could  gain  no  eflential  or  immediate 
advantages  whatfoever,  by  afferting  her  own 
independence.      ,...-,      
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